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CHAPTER  L 

Thb  lealitieB  of  the  world  are  few  and  small ; 

the  lUusioiis  manj  and  vast.  Not  a  sense  that 
we  poflBess,  and  hardlj  a  fiusulty  of  the  mind, 
bat  serves  to  deceire  as ;  wholly  in  some  cases, 
and  partially  in  all*  Yet,  strip  nature  and  iiie 
of  these  deemts,  and  what  would  earth  be-* 
come  i — what  our  existence  here!  See  a  small 
tiy  stepping  over  the  irregularities  of  a  look- 
ing-glass and  thinking  the  polished  snrfiuse' 
but  a  rough,  and  rugged  plain,  and  we  have 
some  idea  of  what  the  world  would  be,  if  we 
taw  it  as  perhaps  it  is. 
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Amongst  the  sweetest  and  most  friendly 
delusions^  of  all  the  many,  is  the  landscape- 
painting  of  imagination.  Love,  himself,  I  be- 
lieve, does  not  cheat  as  more,  or  more  plea* 
santly.  Let  any  traveller  ask  himself,  when 
he  setb  eyes  upon  a  scene  which  he  pronounces, 
at  once,  most  beantiful,  how  much  of  the  love- 
liness  is  added  by  fimey.  It  may  be  a  grand^ 
an  expansive  view,  over  a  wide  and  varied 
oonntry ;  but  what  is  the  mind  doing  while 
the  eye  is  contemplating  it?  Peopling  it 
with  villages-claying  it  out  in  corn-fields  and 
viBeyavis--*AIUng  it  with  busy  life  and  gay 
enjc^rmeiit ;  not  distinctly,  not  tai^Uy ;  bat 
still  the  associations  rise  up  in  a  golden  mist, 
and  spread  a  loslrt  orar  all.  Itmay  be,  cntha 
eratmy,  a  narrower  soene :  a  cottage  in  a  deep 
glen,  with  old  oaks  overshadowing,  and  the 
tlun  bine  smoke  rising  up  amongst  the  green 
leaves.  There  too,  is  imagination  busy,  with 
the  thoughts  of  calm  retirement  from  a  troub* 
kivs  world,  and  rtill,  quiet  eontemplation  tht 
labourer  s  repose  afier  his  labour-  ■  the  sweet 
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ikmegtie.  home — the  tender  joy  of  tougues  afid 

&oes  loving  and  beloved. 
Tkere  k  bat  one  great  magkiam  left  on 

eanh,  and  that  ia  Imagiaatmi. 

Seader,  I  very  often  draw  from  my  ow» 
kaait  wmd  ito  c»pariaaee~iiwwa  oftan  dma  Aa 
world  knows ;  and  even  now,  I  can  conceive 
Aa  aeMtttioM  of  tkoae  tiro  iMmanMn  aa  they 
aoDM  at  a  fi>ot  ipaioe  am  the  edge  ^  the  hill, 
wkere  the  splendid  valley  of  the  Neckax^ 
wilh  iteeaatM  town  and  aadoit  woods,  aad 
^aftt  MkowBi^MOH^  fiiat  hraaka  upgn  the  e^c^ 
See  how  the  simshiae  of  the  summer  eveningi 
aBilenad  hgr  the  light  amoke  of  the  dty,  pom 
ihjToogh  the  long  tail  streeto  and  over  the  high 
walla  aad  towers  of  uias^ive  atoixt ;  see  how  it. 
catehea  on  each  rocky  point  or  prominent  ewig» 
ai  rounding  the  granite  mass  of  the  jbLing  s 
Seat,  in  its  decUite  towards  the  west,  it  corers 
the  hi^pwa  <tf  all  his  mountain  pears  with  earc^ 
2ielsof  goU;  and  lol  where  high  raised  aho?e 
the  town,  nipon  ila  platform  of  slana,  elands  o«t 
the  lonUf  castle  in  height         and  shade* 
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The  green,  green  Neckar,  flowing  along  in  the 

midst,  winds  on  through  the  long  waving  val- 
ley,  showing  ripples  of  gold  wherever,  in  the 
sunshine,  the  winds  stir  it  or  the  rooks  ob* 
stnict,  and,  at  each  calmer  spot,  serves  as  a 
mirror  to  the  loveliness  around ;  giving  back 
the  bright  tints  of  hills  and  woods,  and  town 
and  bridge,  with  a  lustrous  clearness  no  other 
stream  can  match*  Even  that  boat,  with  its 
many  coloured  erew  of  peasantry,  shines  out 
npon  the  face  of  the  river  in  red  and  blue,  and 
white  and  brown,  as  if  the  rery  hues  acquired 
a  finer  dye  from  the  water  that  bat  reflects 
them ;  and  the  fishiug  eagle,  swooping  down 
upon  his  finny  prey,  strikes  at  it  the  more 
fiercely  when  he  sees  the  image  of  himself 
rushing  to  seize  it  also  from  below. 

On  a  fine  summer  evening  then,  in  the  year 
1619,  two  horsemen,  coming  along  the  Berg- 
strassc,  or  mountaia  road,  suddenly  drew  in 
th^  horses  as  they  reached  the  top  of  that 
little  spur  of  the  mountain  called  the  Heiligen- 
berg,  on  which  stands  the  village  of  Neuuheim, 


Digitized  by  Google 


Baii>BLBBM«  5 

lad  there  paused,  gazing,  as  if  in  wonder  and 
jdmiTmtion^  at  tbe  scene  presented  to  their  eyes. 
¥iff  a  moment  or  two  neither  spoke^  for  the 
^iagkt  of  every  emotion  is  silent;  and  ere 
a  word  was  attered,  a  small  party,  whieh  hlul 
fbUowed,  came  up  and  took  place  behind 

In  those  days  great  men  drew  their  impor- 
tance irom  the  number  of  tbeir  attendants. 
TT  b  tte  same  even  now,  but  the  display  is  made 
mpm  a  different  stage. 

The  horsemen  who  came  first,  however,  were 
hot  accompanied  by  two  ordinary  servants,  two 
grooms  pr  horsebc^s,  each  leading  a  baggage 
horse  beaTUy  kden,  and  a  page ;  smaU  equipage 
tofr  a  man  of  station  at  that  period.  Neverthe- 
less there  was  that  about  the  appearance  of  each, 
wiuch  made  tiie  peasantry  who  passed  them  in 
nomeroQS  bodies,  and  in  their  holiday  dothes, 
lake  off  their  broad<-brimmed  bats  and  give  the 
dangers  two  looks  ere  they  walked  on.  The 
resson  why  they  did  this  was  notver}  a])pareid; ; 
br  the  persma  who  thus  attracted  the  attention 
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oC  the  good  booif  bad  nothing  to  excite  admi* 
ration  in  their  dress.  It  is  true,  indeedt 
gentlenieii  were  not  at  that  time,  any  man 
than  at  present,  to  be  distingui^ed  by  their 
galligaskins ;  but  still  the  appard  of  the  two 
was  lather  plain  than  otherwise^  eopsisting  of 
a  common  riding  suit  of  dark  cloth,  with  a 
small  line  of  gdd,  and  boots  and  breeehes 
of  nntanaed  leather.  Their  horses,  indeed* 
were  fine,  powerful,  spirited  beasts  as  ever  were 
mounted ;  and  though  the  dust,  ihat  Himmf^ 
their  gkssy  ooats,  showed  that  they  had  jomv 
nejed  far  on  a  hot  day,  yet  not  a  sign  of 
fctigue  was  Tiaible^  and  the  ontstretehad  leg, 
ready  to  start  again»  the  high  raised  head,  and 
expanded  nostril,  as  tliey  snuJS'ed  the  aii'  of  the 

rim,  proved  that  they  had  no  ezpeetation  of 

their  day's  journey  being  yet^  near  an  end. 

There  might  be,  indeed,  some  reason  assigned 
wkf  the  eowntry  giris  took  a  second  look 
beforetthey  went  on,  for  the  two  trarellers  were 
both  young  and  handsome  men ;  the  one  very 
dark,  and  three  or  fenr  years  older  than  tha 
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oAflr«iriMi  might  porliapt  be  onMoid-twnty^ 

or  thejmboata»wdwko6eftae»thoagb  bronzed 
exposure  to  sun  and  weather,  appeared  to 
ksie  boB  QcigiMiiy  fiur,  if  cum  migkt  judge  by 
ikg  oiear*  deep^Uue  eje  wd  tbe  rieh  brown 
hair,  and  moustache  of  that  peculiar  hue 
wUek  diom  a  goldeB  gbm  when  the  mm 
aiuoea  ii|Nui  it-  He  was  tali  and  well  formed, 
in  the  arms,  broad  in  the  chest,  and  spare 
tt  the  wwiak  and  flank*  The  head  and  fim 
vese  <^!ith11^  and  the  ieaturee  deliGate,  though 
not  tLScimudte ;  the  chin  somewhat  projeciiiigy 
lad  thaeyea  laigeand  fall,  with  athiek  and 
iBtengjjr  markeri  ejohrow.  When  at  rest  the 
whole  countenance  had  aa  eiprei^ou  of  gravity 
aad  decision  beyond  his  apparent  yean,  and 
thara  was  sonethiag  in  his  air  aa  he  sat  his 
horsey  a  look  of  command  and  free  thoughtful 
pgm^t^  whieh  teeaied  to  bespeak  one  who, 
aotwith^tandiog        yoatk^  had  been  long 

own  conduct  and 

acfcapon  his  awn  Tiew& 

Ibe  oiher  waa  very  different,  yet  still  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


8 


HEIDELBERG. 


handsome  man,  much  darker  in  complexion, 
not  quite  so  tall,  with  a  keen  sharp  black  eye, 
under  a  wide  and  somewhat  projecting  brow, 
marked  gracefully  by  a  dark,  arching,  and 
somewhat  raised  line  of  eyebrow.  The  lips 
were  thin,  and  the  line  from  the  wing  of 
the  nose  to  the  comer  of  the  mouth  strongly 
marked,  so  as  to  give  the  ordinary  ex- 
pression of  the  countenance  a  slight,  a  very 
slight  touch  of  sarcasm;  and  yet  there  was 
a  sort  of  sparkling  joyousness  about  it  when- 
ever he  spoke,  which  we  may  as  well  notice 
once  for  all,  as  it  was  the  predominant  look 
and  was  exceedingly  winning,  although  the 
cast  of  the  mere  features  was  stern  and  deter- 
mined. 

As  they  paused  and  gazed,  the  face  of  the 
younger  and  fairer  of  the  two  was  full  of  admi- 
ration, pure,  simple,  and  high ;  too  deeply  felt 
to  admit  even  of  a  smile.  The  other  gazed 
over  the  landscape  too,  but  then  for  a  moment 
turned  his  eyes  with  a  half  laughing  glance, 
withdrawn  as  soon  as  given,  to  his  companion's 
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faee^as  if  he  and  Iub  feelings  affinrded  as  mndi 
ttaUer  ibr  thought  and  examination  as  the 

beautilul  scene  which  had  just  presented  itself. 

At  length,  after  a'  panae,  of  about  tvo 
minutes,  the  younger  exclaimed,^ 

How  beautiful !  how  enchanting  !  and 
famtiag  upon  us  tfan^  h  seems  like  uugic/' 

Very  lovely,  indeed,"  replied  his  companion, 
irMi  a  snule ;  *•  and  I  doubt  not  we  shall  find 
still  bfdier  thmgs  within  those  old  grey 
walk — at  least  let  us  iancy  it;  for  &ncy  is  the 
goddess  that  embellislies  all  things,  and  is, 
efcn  now,  doing  wonders  in  your  mind,  Alger- 
non, for  the  fiur  city  of  Heidelberg.'* 

I  know  not  what  fimey  has  to  do  with  it," 
replied  the  other,  gravely ;  methinks  never 
was  there  a  congregation  of  more  beautiful 
objects  presented  to  the  eye  of  man.  Katur 
does  everything  here,  William,  we  have  no 
need  oi  iaiicy.  Look  at  that  town,  that  castle, 
those  lordly  mountaiDs,  those  green  waviag 

woods,  the  river  gliding  " 

^Like  a  golden  lizard,  you  would  say, 
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amongst  tke  stOBefi»"  rqoioed  kk  eompuMon^ 
iotemptixig  hmu   *^ln  pity  lai    htve acnM 

figure  of  speech  to  show  ikaX  jour  aduiiraUon 
Tumb  not  «t  least  bemmibed  imagiBfttioiu  A 
nmile,  a  trope»  a  metaphor,  av«a  a  hyparboia 
will  do.  Can  jou  not  call  them  godlike 
towen?  or  figure  me  the  monntaimi  aa  giant 
Titans  with  a  bushy  heard  et^  o«ib»  and. 
beeches  t  Wliat  has  become  of  all  your 
flowers  of  rhetoric!  You  will  new  be  able  to 
heep  pace  with  the  doctors  and  po^  of  the 
university,  if  jgu  go  uu  in  tliib  dull  style.  Or 

ia  it  that  you  have  expended  all  the  ridies  of 

your  poesy  upon  tbe  iair  dames  you  left  behind 
in  Italy,  and  have  not  got  a  beggarly  tester  of 
fine  words  ibr  the  fair  town  of  Heidelbeig  t  Of^ 
ligain»  are  you  afraid  of  the  e:i^chequer  ruiuung 
low,  and  are  hoarding  your  smartspeedias  with 
viserly  airarice^  to  let  loTe^  like  the  wuser'seQa^ 
squander  them  by-and-by  upon  the  lovely 
dames  of  the  Electoral  court  r 

''Good  &ithr  rqdiedthe  othor,  doebt 
much>  my  iriend,  whether  I  shall  ^e  aoytliing 
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ui  auy  court  so  loveljr  to  my  eyes  as  that 
Ur  mnge  of  moimtaiiM,  out  there  upoo  the 
h^t«  tookmg  like  sapphires  ona  sky  of  golcL" 
•*  Imp  roved !  iinproveti  !'*  cried  his  coiiipa* 
BMi,  dropiifaig  hu  xeitt  aad  dapp^ 

those  sapphires  and  that  gold  come  out  moat 
sptaMlMly.  The  poor  Haardt,  with  her  stony 
foeks,  wottld  be  grateful  to  ya««  dodbtleaa»  ton 
thus  ^ri#*^ipg  her;  but  let  us  on,  I  am  ibf 
Bring  lornliiMWii  Of  all  the  haHiseapas  I  ever 
saw,  the  moat  haagtifal  haa  bean  a  rosy  cheek 
aiMl  alabaster  throat;  the  brightest  waters 
ia  tka  wos>kl  fior  ma,  lie  in  the  imp  well  of 
a  dark  Uae  eye;  and  in  all  the  sun-rises 
or  sunsets  that  ertr  covered  the  sky  with 
eriassoDt  there  ia  nothuig  like  the  warm  blnah 
mfQu  a  young  hice,  or  the  dawning  smile  ng 
&  roay  lip.  Let  us  ou,  let  us  on,  I  say  ;  plea^ 
sue  ia  the  paranit  of  life;  let  grave  thoDghtt 
fikUow  OS,  they  will  catoh  us  soon  enough  it  we 
do  not  make  haste  and  get  before  them." 

'^Twere  a  good  phiksephy,  eould  it  bet 
Jasl»"  ansrwered  hia  companion*  with  a  smik^ 
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touching  his  Ixorse  gently  with  the  spur,  and  in 
a  moment  more  they  were  winding  on  by 
the  side  of  the  Neckar  towards  the  old 
bridge,  which,  like  many  another  building 
there,  was  not  destmed  to  see  the  present 
day. 

Perhaps  the  younger  of  the  two  trayeUers 
felt  that  his  companion  was  right  in  what  he 
had  said  r^arding  the  ornamental  powers  of 
fancy,  when  they  passed  the  gates  of  Heidel- 
beig  and  entered  the  town  itself.  The  sun- 
shiny splendour  of  the  valley  was  lost  in  the 
narrow  streets  and  tall  dark  houses ;  but  still 
the  shade  was  pleasant,  for  the  ereiung  was 
hot ;  and  there  was  something  in  the  long  lines 
of  the  quaint,  many-storied  buildings,  with 
their  ornamented  gables  to  the  streets  and 
every  here  and  there  a  gleam  of  sunshine 
breaking  across  through  an  aperture — some- 
t^g  in  the  gay  crowds  of  people^  in  the  ring- 
ing laugh  and  cheerful  buzz,  even  in 
baskets  of  fruits  and  flowers  that  obstructed 
-every  taming,  which  did  muck  with  a  yonng 
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and  eatiiusiastic  miad,  to  compensate  for  the 
ftetaieaqne  beauty  of  the  valley  which  they  no 
knger  beheld ;  and  stillt  at  the  end  of  many  of 
tbe  streets,  the  towers  and  walls  of  the  castle 
were  seen  looldng  down  from  its  proud  rock, 
with  the  green  branches  and  nigged  crags  of 
ike  laouutain,  towering  up  beyond* 

^  In  the  name  of  all  that's  sweet  and  saroory, 
let  OS  get  to  our  inn  as  fast  as  we  can,"  said 
the  elder  of  the  joong  men.  "  My  ears  are 
enieked  with  the  hoarse  merriment  of  these 
orerjoyous  (German  throats ;  and  my  nose  feels 
feverish  with  all  the  vapours  of  garlic  and 
saoerloant  which  it  has  imbibed  since  we 
passed  the  gates. — What  is  the  name  of  the 
inn,  Tony  Y*  he  continued,  turning  his  head  to 
one  of  the  servants  behind,  a  merry-looking 
fellow,  with  a  good  deal  of  shrewd  humour 
in  Us  eooalenanoe. 

''The  Golden  somethmg.  Sir  William," 
re|iiied  the  man  ;  "  but,  by  my  iaith,  I  forget 
what  We  have  passed  throngh  so  many 
goUen  and  silver  vessels  within  the  last  month, 
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that  I  am  quite  confounded  by  them.  We  rode 
upon  a  golden  goose  last  night ;  the  day  beforo 
it  was  a  silTer  moon;  then  we  have  had  the 
cock  of  gold^  the  golden  pitcher>  the  golden 
crown,  iliealftBr  cram,  the  silTcr  ttafl^  and  the 
silver  star.  We  have  had  all  sorts  of  fishes 
that  ever  swam  in  the  sea,  and  all  the  beasts 

tiiat  ever  went  into  the  ark,  bendes  a  nmber 

of  monsters.** 

Hush,  sir,  hush ;  give  me  a  reasonable 
answer,  and  a  riiort  one,"  replied  the  gend^ 
man ;  and  remember  what  your  master  told 
you,  about  forgetting  our  names  till  you  are 
permitted  to  remember  them.~WhKt  wis  tiM 
name  of  the  inn,  I  say  t" 

"  Ittvas  the  Golden  something,  sir,"  replied 
the  man,  vndisomyed ;  ^  and,  if  I  most  give  it 
a  name  when  I  don't  recollect  the  right  one, 
I  '11  give  it  the  name  of  the  Stag,  by  way  of  a 

change.  We  have  not  been  ata  Stag  for  a 
week  at  leasL** 

The  other  gentleman  smiled  i  for  be  recol- 
ketod,  as  soon  as  it  was  sained,  that  the  hmh 
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tdby  ta  wfaksh       had  been  directed  was 

the  btag ;  and  he  somewhat  doubted  that  his 
servant  had  ever  forgotten  it.  "Now,  then, 
Willnm,  ta  find  it»"  he  said;  for  this  town 
seems  iuli  of  signs,  liut  here  comes  a  maa 
Ok  liur»el>ack, — by  his  dusty  boots  a  tiaveller 
fika  onrselresy— <3erman  too,  by  the  out  of  hb 
cloak  and  the  leather  ou  the  left  side  oi  liis  hat. 
We  ynW  ask  him aud,  spurring  his  horse  for- 

vizdalitde,he  met^at  theoomer  of  the  street^ 

a  weU-dressed  man  about  thirty  years  of  age, 

who  was  riding  fast  at  the  liioiiieut,  but  who 

ehedked  his  hone,  when  the  other  saluted  him 
courteously  aod,  in  ?ery  tolerable  German, 
asked  the  way  to  the  Golden  Stag. 

^  FoUow  me,''  replied  the  stranger,  and  I 
wiUshowyon;  lamgoing  thither  myself and 
riding  on»  without  waiting  to  see  whether  the 
Strangers  aooompaaied  htm  or  not,  be  took  his 
way  round  the  great  church,  and  sprang  to  the 
groimd  at  the  steps  of  a  large  wide  rambling 
konse,  which  bore^  in  bas  relief,  upon  a  pandi 
in  the  ffeoffn4  story,  the  grotesque  figure  of  a 
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gouty  stag,  gilt»  and  ornameuted  with  a  collar 
and  chain.  In  the  centre  of  the  house  there 
was  a  large  archway,  with  steps  on  each,  side* 
which  were  also  brought  round  the  angle  and 
all  along  the  front  on  either  side  of  the  arch^ 
forming  a  sort  of  base  to  the  whole  building. 
A  small  door — that  at  which  the  traveller 
halted — entered  from  the  top  of  the  steps, 
and  this  was  thrown  open  as  soon  as  his 
approach  was  perceived  from  one  of  the  win- 
dows on  the  ground  floor.  At  least  half  a 
score  of  drawers  and  horseboys  rushed  out  from 
various  holes  and  comers  about  the  building. 
His  horse  was  taken  with  every  sign  of  respect ; 
and  the  low-bowing  landlord,  with  night-cap 
in  hand,  the  othcious  readiness  of  all  the 
domestics  of  the  establidiment,  and  the  reve* 
rend  greeting  of  two  men,  whose  badges  and 
ribbons  showed  them  to  be  the  liveried  atten- 
dants of  some  high  fiunily,  convinoed  the 
travellers  who  followed  closely,  that  their  guide 
to  the  Golden  Stag  was  a  personage  of  some 
importance  in  the  town  of  Heidelberg. 
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Hie  oae  turned  roimd  to  the  other  aud 
smiled,  •omewhat  raperaiioasljr  perhaps;  for 
the  Laaghty  contempt  oi  otiier  people's  custoom^ 
and  the  natimial  pride,  whieh  undenFilaes  the 
dittiactuuis  and  lanks  of  Umiga  eoantriea,  to 
exalt  those  of  his  owu,  were  as  muoh  charac- 
tmrtie  of  the  nattve  of  a  eeriain  kUnd  in  thoie 
days  IS  at  prefieat.  That  ftaperoUioas  smile 
spoke  the  Englishman  at  once.  Though  it  would 
be  wy  diffiealt  to  analyse  phiksophieally  the 
seoMtions  tram  which  it  sprang,  perhaps  it  sim- 
ply arose  out  of  coa tempt  for  the  deference 
■hown  to  a  man,  who  would  Tenture  to  wear  a 
feather  in  a  different  part  oi  his  hat  from  that  in 
which  the  Cng^h  generally  placed  it.  I  do  not 
mean  to  aw  that  it  was  so;  bat,  from  what  i 
know  of  my  ieUow-countrymen,  I  think  it  very 
probaUe.  Strange  to  say  too,  the  ooonteDaoee, 
on  whiriithis  smile  appsaredi  was  that  of  the 
elder,  and,  to  ail  appearance,  the  more  ezpe- 
lieneed  and  worldly  of  the  two.  The  other 
smiled  not,  bot,  checking  his  horse  to  a  walk, 
as  soon  as  he  W4s  sure  of  the  position  of  the 
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Golden  Stag,  rode  slowly  up  to  the  house 
and  dismounted,  with  a  calm  and  deliberate 
air. 

By  this  time  the  stranger  had  disappeared, 
as  well  as  the  landlord  and  most  of  the  atten- 
dants ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  bustle  of  a  new 
arrival  soon  recommenced ;  and,  in  five  or  ten 
minutes  more,  the  two  travellers  were  lodged 
in  large,  comfortable,  but  somewhat  gloomy 
rooms,  and  had  the  most  positive  assurance  of 
the  landlord  that  an  excellent  repast  was  ready 
to  be  set  before  them  the  moment  they  thought 
fit  to  descend  to  the  common  room  and  partake 
of  it. 

The  servants  and  the  page  busied  themselves 
in  opening  portmantles  and  saddlebags.  Huffs, 
collars,  velvet  cloaks  and  laced  doublets  were 
spread  out  upon  the  large  old  comfortable  beds. 
An  abundance  of  cold  water,  together  with  the 
assistance  of  Italian  essences  and  perfumery 
removed  all  traces  of  travel  from  their  per- 
sons ;  and  when,  at  the  end  of  about  half  an 
hour,  the  younger  of  the  two,  with  the  page  to 
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flhow  bim  the  way,  descended  to  the  hall,  it 
would  haTO  been  difficult,  perhaps,  to  find  a 

more  di^itiiiguished  looking  maa  witliin  the 
fimits  of  liiirope.  He  was  evidently  very 
young — ^yoath  could  be  traced,  in  every  gently 
flowiug  line,  in  the  ^oft  and  roanded  cheeky  iu 
tlte  even,  unfnrrowed  brow ;  bat  there  was  an 
air  of  stately  dignity  iu  bis  carriage ;  a  cairn, 
aliiiost  cold,  iirmDess  in  the  expression  of  his 
&ee^  which  showed  that,  from  some  cans^^ 
either  an  early  initiation  into  liie  and  the  sad 
experiences  of  the  world,  or  from  a  precocious 
ippreciation  of  the  realities  of  things — ^the 
mind  was  older  than  the  man.  This  happens 
not  nnfreqnently,  and  is  somewhat  strange  in 
its  effeeta ;  but  still  more  strange  is  the  result, 
when  a  triple  combination  takes  place,  as  was 
in  some  degree  the  case  with  him ;  and  when 
the  heart,  too,  remains  young,  after  the  judg- 
ment has  become  mature,  so  that  its. passions, 
tided  by  the  energies  of  the  corporeal  frame, 
sre  placed  in  frequent  antagonism,  with  a 
powerful  and  over-i  uling  intellect. 

c  2 
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The  page  threw  open  the  door  of  a  large 
room  below,  whieh  looked  somewhat  dark  and 
gloomy ;  for  the  windows  were  small,  the  panel- 
ling was  of  black  oak,  and  the  sun  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hooae.  It  was  not  solitary,  how* 
ever ;  for  there,  seated  in  one  stiff  tall-backed 
ehair,  and  his  feet,  divested  of  all  travelling 
ineambnuioasy  on  anoth^ ,  was  the  gentleman 
whom  thej  had  met  in  the  streeti  of  the  town, 
and  who  had  sarred  as  their  guide  thither. 
His  hat  was  east  npon  a  small  table,  his  sword 
lay  beside  it,  his  riding^boots  had  been  drawn 
off,  and  some  time  had  been  bestowed  upon  his 
toilet,  too ;  for  his  doublet  and  ekmk  had  been 
changed ;  but  yet  the  difference  of  appearance 
produced  did  not  seem  very  remarkable  to  an 
eye  acenstomed  to  the  most  splendid  courts  in 
Europe. 

To  say  tmtib,  the  young  Englishman  had 
not  been  Tery  much  prepossessed  in  the  stran- 

ger's  favour.  The  brief  bluff  answer  he  had 
given  when  addressed,  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  ridden  on,  with  hardly  a  look  to  see  that 
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tkej  foUowedy  ■acniori  to  bim  to  betoksa  a 
want  of  courtly,  with  which,  indeed,  he 
im  not  ineliMd  to  qiand,  but  wUeh  he 
£d  not  greatly  admire.  The  other,  did  not 
mo'?e  when  he  entered  either,  though  certainlj 
aot  mieotiaeioiia  of  liui  preBenee;  for  the  large, 
clear,  grey  eyes  were  raised  and  iized  upon 
the  new-comer,  with  a  firm,  iui^uiring,  almost 
iMkntttem   It  was unpIeaBant  to  the  yonag 
Eugii^hmaii ;  but  he  did  not  come  there  to 
le^  disputes ;  and,  turning  to  the  page  who 
wailed  at  the  door,  as  if  for  orders,  he  bade 
tba  tdl  the  landlc^  to  serve  the  supper  as 
qriekly  as  might  be,  and  thenhewalked  to  the 
window,  and  gazed  out  at  the  Ttvied  soena 
which  the  streets  presented. 

la  two  minnteB  he  was  lost  in  a  fererie,  fiir- 
getting  altogether  that  there  was  any  other 
bmg  in  the  room  but  himseli ;  and,  though 
other  gaeal  roae,  moirad  his  hat  and  sword, 
aad  walked  ap  and  down  with  a  heavy  step, 
the  sound  theea  evuluiioiis  produced  fell  upon 
an  aaeonaoioaa  ear  which  had  no  power  to 
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carry  them  to  a  mind  far  away,  busied  with 

other  things. 

In  about  five  minutes  the  door  again  opened, 
a  quick  step  was  heard,  and  the  other  English 
traveller,  entering,  advanced  to  his  friend,  laid 
his  hand  upon  his  shoulder  and  exclaimed,  in 
a  gay  tone. — ^'^What,  in  the  depth  again, 
Algernon !  On  my  life,  nature  must  have 
intended  you  for  an  oyster.  Leave  you  but  a 
moment  and  you  sink  down  into  an  ocean  of 
meditation,  fix  yourself  firmly  to  the  bottom, 
and  would  remain  there,  I  believe,  for  ever, 
with  your  shell  half  open,  waiting  for  what 
Providence  would  send  to  fill  your  mouth 
withal.  But,  on  my  fiuth,  I  hav^  no  such 
patience ;  I  am  like  the  patriarch  Isaac,  and 
have  a  longing  for  savoury  meats — ^likewise, 
for  some  amusement  This  seems  a  wild  boar 
of  the  forest.  We  must  force  him  from  his 
lair ;  and  he  wiU  show  sport,  depend  upon  it." 

Hitherto  he  had  spoken  in  £nglish;  bat 
now,  turning  to  the  stranger,  with  a  low  and 
somewhat  extravagant  bow,  and  yet  with  an 
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air  of  courtly  ease,  he  said,  in  French :  "  We 
liETe  to  thank  you^  Moiuueur,  for  guiding  ns 
ta  this  inn.  I  trust  that  the  host  will  speedily 
give  us  fisu-ther  occasion  for  gratitude,  by  set- 
ting before  us  an  excellent  supper, — I  see  he 
has  laid  three  corers,  irom  which  I  argue,  that 
the  eiyoyment  of  the  repast  is  to  be  heightened 
ID  OS  by  your  partiapoting  in  it/' 

It  is  my  intentioa  to  sup  beibre  I  go/' 
replied  the  stranger,  in  yery  tolerable  French, 
though  with  a  haughty  tone ;  but  the  other  was 
not  to  be  rebuffed ;  and,  proceeding  with  great 
apparent  good  humour,  but  that  sort  of  ezag-^ 
geration  of  courtesy  which  is  rarely  without  a 
touch  of  sarcasm  in  it,  he  soon  engaged  his 
Gemuui  companion  in  more  fiamiliar  conTersa- 
tion  and  broke  through  the  husk  of  reserre,  in 
which  be  had  at  first  encased  himself.  His 
replies,  when  they  became  more  frank  and  free, 
showed  a  mind  not  uncuitiTated,  an  intellect  of 
some  extent,  and  views  in  general  just  and 
powerful,  though  there  was  an  alloy  of 
haughty  presumption  and  somewhat  irritable 


Digitized  by  Google 


24 


It 


self-esteeiDi  which  became  erer  more  apparenlp 
if  not  mora  oSMme,  as  his  raierra  wora  away. 

In  the  midst  of  their  oonTeisatioOt  the  iand« 
lord  and  Iiis  satellites  entered  with  iht  supper* 
Two  of  the  timyaUers'  servants  eame  in  to  wait 
npon  their  masteia;  one  of  the  attendants  ia 
livery,  wlio  liad  met  tlieir  German  companion 
at  the  door,  took  a  place  behind  his  chair* 
flnttering  with  ribbons  and  tags;  and  the 
three  gentlemen  applied  themselves  to  the 
satisfying  of  an  importnnata  appotite*  After  a 
few  minutes  the  younger  of  the  two  English- 
men  seemed  to  east  off  his  thonghtfiil  mood* 
gave  himsdf  up  to  the  gay  leading  of  his  Mtnip 
aud  laughed  and  jested  likewise.  The  wine 
that  was  placed  upon  the  table  did  not  seem  at 
ail  to  his  taste*  and  pushing  it  from  him  with 
a  siiudder*  after  the  first  drops  bad  passed  his 
lips,  he  pronounced  it  Tinegar  disguised. 

Come,  oome^  mine  host*"  he  said,  looking 
over  hiH  blioulder  to  the  master  of  the  inn,  who 
bad  remained  in  the  room,  perhaps  with  • 
due  calculation  of  the  excellence  of  the  beve* 
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nge  lieliftd  senred, ia  its  relation  to  thequalitj 
rf  his  guests — ^for  innkeepers,  even  then,  were 
aol  vaaeanstooMd  to  make  tlieir  win  Aft 
measure^  or  aristometre,  of  thoae  tkej  eater- 
ttined ;  **  come,  come,  mine  host,  this  is  doubt- 
km  good  wine  in  its  way,  tat  thoae  whom  it 
Mdts;  but  we  have  ridden  £ur  and  want  some 
mmi  geoerave  jeicft  to  feflrofth  aft.  Lftt  aft 
kate  mnelhiiig  saper-exoeUftiity  tbo  TOfy  Mde 
of  jour  cellar,  as  I  think  you  call  it  here  in 
OenDftay;  and  mind  Aat  it  fee  at  leaat  a 
hundred  and  fifty  tunes  better  than  this  or  eke 
ii  ^vilinat  do.*' 

*Toci  speak  good  German,  too/'  said  the 
itranger, "  and  seem  to  know  oar  customs  well, 
even  to  the  tricks  of  our  landlords.  Were  you 
Offtr  lieve  beftkre?* 

Kot  in  this  good  town  of  Heidelberg," 
replied  the  young  gentleman  ;  ''but  some  three 
ysars  ago,  I  posftftd  throagh  other  parte  of  Ger- 
BSDy  on  my  way  to  the  south.  The  reason  why 
I  speak  French  to  yon  is,  that  my  friend  here 
does  not  miderataiid  the  tongue  of  Ae  eovntry/* 
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"Tis  a  pity"  replied  the  other,  "the 
language  is  a  fine  one^  and  so, .  mefhinks, 
strangers  must  find  the  country.  I  have  tra- 
Yelied  too,  myself,  but  never  saw  aught  iiuer 
than  this  oor  valley  of  the  Neekar." 

"  Most  beantifiil,  indeed/'  rejoined  the  young 
Englishman;  ^^so  much  so,  that  I  judge  one 
might  while  away  a  day  or  two  here  very  welL" 

"  Methinks .  one  may,  or  pass  a  life  here 
either,"  rejoined  their  companion,  with  a  some* 
what  haughty  and  offended  air.  The  court 
of  the  Elector  Palatine  is,  I  believe,  second  to 
few  in  Europe/' 

What  is  that,  Algernon,  what  is  that  ?'* 
cried  the  other  Englishman,  who  seemed  to 
have  comprehended  part  of  what  was  said ;  it 
is  treason  to  fiiendship  to  talk  a  language  in 
my  presence  which  is  unintelligible  to  my  poor 
ears." 

The  other  gentleman  explained  in  French ; 
aiui  with  a  Binile,  tlighUy  wuroastic.  bis  friend 
turned  to  their  companion,  exclaiming :  Is 
this  court  so  magnificent,  then,  indeed?  We 
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m  ignorant  of  this  part  of  Europe,  air,  haying 
been  long  in  the  far  south,  sporting  amongst 

princes  and  lazaroui  at  2saples,  jesting  witb. 

priests,  cardinals,  and  popes  at  Borne,  discoss- 
mg  jMctnres,  statues,  and  point9  of  religion, 
with  painters,  pliiloaopiiers,  and  atheists  at 
Fkmnee,  and  masking  and  making  mosie 
fair  dames  and  reverend  seniors  in  the 
Citj  of  the  waves.  We  have  brought  over  a 
stoek  of  Tioes  and  small-talk,  I  trust,  that 
would  decorate  any  court  in  Christendom; 
and,  faith,  if  yours  is  such  as  yon  describe  itj 
sad  ibnd  of  magnificence  and  merriment, 
vdvet  and  Tolubility,  we  must  go  up  and  visit 
it;  md,  doubtless,  shall  be  made  muck  of,  as 
our  merits  deserre." 

The  access  is  not  so  easy  as  youmay  sup- 
pose, sir,^  answered  the  other  sternly ;  it  re- 
ipmres  something  else  than  a  man's  own  account 
of  himself  to  gain  entrance  and  esteem  there*' 
**UaI  here  comes  our  host  with  a  very 
ngadons  looking  bottle,*  cried  the  younger 
teveUeis,  who  thought,  perhaps,  his  friend 
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was  pushing  his  jests  somewhat  too  far.  ^  If  * 
tbote  eobwdbs  hmwe  been  spun  round  the  neck 
by  thiaaer  legs  than  your  fingers,  laiuUordt 

the  wine  would  be  as  sour  as  cider,  or  of  an 
innortal  c|iuJi^/* 

will  warrant  you,  sir,"  answered  the 
host,  putting  down  long-stalked  glasses,  ^^if 
Cfer  you  iMled  better  in  your  days,  say  my 
name  is  not  Bheinhardt and  he  filled  up  to 
ike  brim  for  the  younger  traveller  and  his 

iBeiore  the  former  tasted  it,  however,  ha 
pressed  their  fellow-guebt  to  join  tLcui  and 
gi¥e  bii  opinion  of  the  wine;  and,  on  his  show* 
ing  some  reluctance,  added ;  Nay,  nay»  if 
yon  refuse,  I  shall  thmk  that  you  are  offended 
with  th«  light  talk  of  my  jesting  finend  there. 
You  must  bear  with  him,  yon  must  bear  with 
him,  sir,  for  it  is  an  inveterate  habit  he  has  ; 
and  he  oovld  sooner  go  without  hisdinner  than 
his  joke,  at  whosoever's  expense  it  is  indulged. 
It  is  the  custom  of  the  country  we  come 
ftomlast;  for  there  it  is  so  dangefous  to  speak 
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wkmsly  on  ray  snbject,  that  men  take  refbge 

in  a  jest  as  in  a  redoubt.*' 

The  atraBger  teemed  wlkfied  with  this  ex- 
planatiaiiy  joined  in  their  winei  pronouneed 
it  excellent,  forgot  hia  haughty  air ;  and, 
reliiniing  to  the  enbjeet  whieh  they  had  left, 
began  to  expatiate  onoe  more  upon  the  beauty, 
splendour,  gallantry,  and  wit  of  the  court  of 
the  Eleetor,  Frederie  V.,  when  suddenly  a  lood 
ezpkMon,  whiek  seemed  to  shake  the  solid 
walk  of  the  old  building,  and  was  echoed  for 
sereral  seeonds  by  the  roeks  and  mountains 
found,  interrupted  his  declamation,  and  made 
the  two  HDglishmen  gaate  in  each  other's 
£ftoe* 

Ere  they  could  inquire  1  artlier,  another  roar, 
and  then  another,  was  heard ;  aud^  tuniiiig  to 
their  German  companion,  the  elder  exelaimed : 
"  In  the  name  of  our  £ur  lady  Fortune!  what 
is  the  lueaDing  of  this  ?    Is  the  castle  besieg* 
ing  the  town,  or  the  town  the  castle  ?  Orhaye 
you  imported  Mount  Vesuvius  to  warm  you 
here  from  time  to  time  with  an  eruption,  and 
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preserve  the  antiquities  of  the  place  in  ashes, 
pumice-stone,  and  snlphur?" 

Neither,  my  good  sir/'  answered  their  fel- 
low-traveller, who  had  remained  totally  nn- 
moved ;  it  is  but  the  guns  of  the  eastle  firing 
in  honour  of  the  Elector  s  birth-day,  the  nine- 
ieenth  of  August ;  for  on  this  day  and  hour, 
now  three-and-twenty  years  ago,  our  noUe 
prince  was  born  in  the  good  town  of  Amberg* 
There  is  a  grand  banquet  at  the  castle  to-day ; 
but,  ride  hard  as  I  would,  I  was  too  late  for  it, 

and  so  must  content  myself  with  going  to  the 

reception  in  the  erening,  which,  they  say,  will 

be  one  of  unusual  magnifioence/' 

"  Faith,  then,  I  think  we  will  go  there  too," 

said  the  elder  of  the  two  Englishmen ;  *^doubt- 

less  we  shall  see  collected  ail  the  beauty  of  the 

Court  Palatine." 
*^  If  yon  get  admission,"  rejoined  the  other 

drily* 

**0h,  that  is  beyond  all  doubt,"  was  the 
bantering  reply :  your  prince  can  never  be 
such  a  barbarian  as  to  refuse  the  pleasures  of 
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his  coort  to  two  such  proper  young  men  as  our- 
tAwes^  especially  as  we  haye  the  honour  and 
adYantage  of  your  acqoaiatance/' 

"I  fancy  you  will  find  him  sufficientlj^ 
miiaeA  to  do  so/'  said  the  other  sharply; 

md  my  acquaintance,  sir»  can  only  be  bene- 
ficial to  those  of  whose  name  and  station  I  am 
mfiimied*  I  may  as  well  at  once  giye  yon  to 
understand,  knowing  this  court,  and  being 
eoimected  with  it,  that  you  will  not  be  admitted 
lulen  yoo  be  properly  introduced" 

TLere  was  a  degree  of  arrogance  in  his  tone, 
more  than  in  his  words,  that  at  once  amused 
and  offended  the  younger  of  the  two  gentle- 
men ;  and,  after  his  companion  had  exclaimed. 

Then  must  we  die  without  benefit  of  clergy /' 
he  turned  towards  .the  other  gentleman,  say- 
ing, with  a  grave  smile, — 

^  Wo  hsye  a  bad  habit,  sir,  in  England,  of 
profing  the  strength  of  our  own  conyictions 
by  laying  wagers  on  any  subject  of  dispute. 
If  such  were  the  custom  here,  I  would  ask  you 
what  you  will  bet  that  I  and  my  friend  here 


as 


will  not  go  up  to  the  castle  this  very  nigb^ 
and,  without  any  introduction  whatsoever,  with- 
out naming  oar  namea»  stating  our  rank»  or 
disclosing  our  pursuits,  receire  kind  hospitaUty 
from  the  elector,  and  pass  the  evening  with 
Ub  oonrt." 

The  pmonage  whom  he  addressed  replied 
first  with  a  laugh,  and  then  said  :  "  Perhaps 
yon  may  find  jour  wmj  in,  fiir  the  attendants 
are  not  likely  to  drive  back  a  well  dressed 
man ;  but  if  the  elector's  eye  falls  upon  you, 
tliat  of  his  ehamberlain,  or  any  of  his  high 
officers,  you  will  soon  be  expelled,  depend  upon 
it,  unless  you  divulge  your  names." 

<«Not  so,**  replied  Ae  other;  will  go 
straight  to  the  elector;  I  will  reAise  to  divulge 
my  name,  and  yet  I  will  pass  the  evening 
there;  on  all  which  I  will  stake  a  hundred 
crowns.  You  yourself  shall  be  the  witness, 
as  you  say  you  are  going ;  but,  of  coarse,  it  is 
understood  that  you  do  and  say  nothing  to  imr 
pede  my  proceedings.'* 

"  Done !"  cried  tlie  other,  striking  his  hand 
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on  the  table ;  **  I  take  your  wager.  Methinkg 

I  skould  kuow  tliis  court  better  thao  jron 
em.** 

**  I  have  known  many  eourts/'  answered  the 

young  man,  wiiii  a  good-liumuured  laugh,  and 
aerer  yet  found  one  in  which  impudence  and 
a  cool  &oe  could  not  make  its  way.  So  now 
let  us  be  friends  and  shake  hands  upou  our 
wagers,  whkh  shall  be  decided  as  soon  as  you 
are  reidy." 

The  stranger  took  his  iiaud,  uot  very  cor- 
ditlly,  and  replied:  '^We  must  wait  a  little ; 
the  banquet  will  be  scarcely  over  yet  I  would 
Uiii  know,  too,*'  he  added,  "  who  are  to  be  luy 
eompsnions  in  entering  the  elector's  court." 

Oh  I  make  yourselt'  periectiy  easy,''  replied 
the  tider  of  the  two  yuuiig-  men  ^  "you  shall 
seem  to  know  nothing  of  ns  from  the  momen 
you  pass  the  gate ;  nay,  with  this  sweet  world's 
suDple  versatility,  shall  turn  the  shoulder  coldly 
to  those  with  whom  you  have  climbed  tlie  hill 
the  moment  you  have  reached  the  top.  The 
troth  is,  honourable  sir,  my  friend  and  myself 

VOL.  I.  B 
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hare  resolved  not  to  reveal  our  real  names 
while  travelling  in  tiiese  foreign  lajuda.  As  a 
matter  of  oonrse,  we  have  each  packed  up 
with  our  saddle-bags  and  portmantles,  a  iresh 
and  well-conditioned  name  for  the  nonce.  He 
is  called  Algernon  Orey :  I  haTe  been  known 
for  some  months  past  as  William  Lovet.  We 
do  not  ask  you  to  believe  that  our  godfathers 
and  onr  godmothers,  at  oar  baptisms,  were  at 
all  familiar  with  these  appellations,  either  no* 
men  or  prenomen ;  nevertheless,  it  is  a  whim 
we  have,  and  we  request  onr  eaoellent  £riends 
to  hnmour  us  therein.  Those  who  would  do 
us  reverence,  tack  esquire  to  the  end  of  each 
name,  to  designate  the  lowest  rank  of  genUe* 
men  in  England  qualified  to  bear  arms ;  but 
we  are  not  particular,  and  even  when  that  title 
is  omitted,  the  bare  name  does  very  well  with- 
out.*" 

^  So  be  it  Aen,*^  said  thehr  oraipanion, 
gravdy.  *^Yoa  will  have  to  ride.  Master 
Lovet,  as  perhaps  you  know,  for  it  is  some- 
what diflEi<mIt  to  find  caniages  here  that  would 
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ing  yoa  up  that  liill !  Bat  yoa  make  jomx 

boots  large,"  he  contiuued,  plajiog  upon  aa 
cspreBBoni  oommonly  used  in  Germany  at  that 
tiiMi  to  exfunett  a  man  who  stood  upon  little 
cereiiiony — Jim  you  make  your  boots  large, 
and  therefore  your  hose  will  escape  soiling. 
I  go  to  get  mine  on;"  and  riau^,  he  left  the 

tUUUi. 

The  younger  trayellery  whom  we  shall 
heaoefortk  call  by  the  name  he  thought  fit 
to  asftiime,  was  inclined  to  iall  into  a  fit  of 
nriag  again;  bat  the  other  leaned  over  the 
tM^  saying:  ^^Aak  the  fdlow's  name,  Al* 
gemou«  He  geeins  a  sullen  and  discourteous 
dog,  nnwiUing,  or  nnaUe,  to  miderstand  a 


99 


"  Good  ikitli !  you  begau  like  a  youi^  hag- 
gard, WiUiam,"  replied  his  oompamon,  '^dash- 
iag  straight  at  your  game,  without  waiting  te 
mx  m  iiiglit.  All  men  are  not  ready  to  jest 
mth  erery  stranger.  He  may  have  good 
ipnlitkii,  thongh  he  seems  haaghty  enough;" 
sad  to  one  of  tiie  attendants  of  the 

D  2 
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inn,  he  asked,  in  German,  the  name  of  the 

geutlemau  who  bad  just  leit  the  room. 

That,  sir,  is  the  Baron  Obemtrant,"  re* 
plied  the  man,  with  a  low  reyerenee ;  he  is 
the  only  sou  of  the  master  of  the  horse  to  the 
eleetor,  and  a  eaptain  of  cuirassiers.'* 

What  1  the  same  who  distinguished  himself 
so  much  in  the  campaign  of  Juhers?*'  cried  the 
yonng  gentleman. 

The  same,  sir,'*  answered  the  man.  He 
was  very  young  theu;  but  he  did  great  things, 
I  have  heard." 

By  my  honour  1  he  has  some  reason  to  be 
proud,"  observed  Algernon  Grey  ;  but  come, 
William,  let  us  get  ready  too.  Order  the 
horses  round,  Tony. —  I  suppose  they  are  not 
tired  with  onr  short  march/' 

Tired,  sir  1*'  replied  the  man.  Iiord  bless 
you  i  with  the  oats  they  have  got  into  them 
since  they  came,  they'd  take  the  castle  np 
there  as  if  it  were  a  five-barred  gate.  I  heard 
Hob  say  that  JBarbary  had  eaten  a  peek  and 
a  hal(  while  yon  were  changing  your  doak  !** 
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"  If  that  were  the  first  lie  he  erer  told,  it 
juight  be  worth  repeating/'  said  William 
Lovet;  "but  let  us  go,  Algernon.  I  am  all 
mi  fire  Ibr  the  beauties  of  the  fair  Elisabeth's 
court;  and  i£  1  can  find  out  which  is  this 
Obenitr^iut  s  mistress,  on  my  soul  I  will  plague 

Wliil» 
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Who  is  that,  who  is  that?"  cried  the  small 
fihrill  Yoice  of  a  little  defonned  boyi  who  stood 
as  near  to  the  gate  of  the  castle  as. the  soldiers 
would  let  him — and^  to  say  the  tmth,  they  had 
suffered  him  to  approach  somewhat  nearer  than 
their  orders  warranted,  in  respect  for  a  tall^ 
beautiful,  well  formed  girl^  his  sister,  who  held 
him  by  the  hand. 

Which  do  you  meau,  Hans  a:>ked  his 
fidr  companion.  That  one,  in  the  black  and 
gold  doublet,  and  the  cloak Uned  with  crimson? 
That  is  the  young  Baron  of  Oberntraut,  the 
Ghfeat  Captain,  who  defeated  the  Austiians  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rhine.'' 
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^  He  doee  nat  look  to  me  like  •  great  cap- 

t^iii,*'  said  the  small  sharp  voice  proceediog 
from  the  naiiow  and  piotnbetant  cheat 
thoQght  be  wcmld  hawe  beea  all  in  annour,  aa 
the  soldiers  were  uuce,  wlien  I  saw  tiiem  ride 
dmnigfa  the  streets.^ 

^  la  that  a  f  lencbmaa  asked  one  of  the 
k)wer  order  of  students,  who  was  leaning  in 
alndied,  not  to  mj  affected  negligence,  with 
his  ann  round  the  neck  oi  one  of  his  ieilows* 
**  Do  jou  see  how  he  wears  his  hat  ?  and  in  what 
•  janntj  way  he  has  thrown  hia  cloak  all  upon 
his  ieit  shoulder^  as  if  he  wished  to  keep  the 
hilt  of  his  swocd  warm 

^  Ob,  he  may  keep  it  wann  enough  in 
tleideiberg,  if  he  like»"  rejuined  the  other 
atadent  to  whom  he  apoke;  ''we'll  give  it 
woik^  if  it  want  it;  but  which  do  yon  mean, 
Fiederic  ?  lor  there  are  two  of  them  —  the 
blade  code  or  the  white  one  ?** 

^  The  £Eur  one/'  replied  the  former  apeaker; 
''  the  one  in  the  phiiicnot  and  gold ;  he  is  a 
ptoper  mm,  Carl^  andj  I  afaoold  think>  ready 
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enough  to  use  his  xapieij  if  oae  may  judge  by 
hb  look." 

^  Ob,  looks  are  nothing/'  replied  the  other ; 
^'but  I  should  think  he  is  no  Frenchman. 
More  likely  au  £nglishmaQ|  come,  like  the  reet 
of  them,  to  flutter  at  our  court'* 

Come  away,  wife,  come  away,"  said  a  jolly, 
fat  ciiizeo,  with  aii  ace-of-clubs  nose  and  a 
beard  tolerably  sprinlcled  with  grey,  to  a  pret^ 
woman,  some  twenty  years  younger,  who  stood 
beside  him,  holding  the  hand  of  a  little  boy 
about  four  or  five  yeais  oId~^*It  is  fiiU  time 
for  us  to  be  getting  home;  don't  you  see 
the  sua  is  nearly  down — one  half  behind  the 
hills  there?  and  it  will  be  dark  before  we 
reach  the  door.  There,  come  along;  you  are 
a  great  admirer  of  fair  men,  I  know:  but, 
methinks,  you  should  lunre  had  enough  of 
them  to-night;  so  let  us  homeward,  if  you 
would  not  have  yon  gallaot  kiss  liis  hand  to 
you,  as  a  reward  for  your  stariog.** 

While  this  conversation  and  much  of  a 
similar  kind  had  been  going  on  amongst  the 
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mimefouH  groups,  which  had  aasembled  roond 

the  outward  Buigthor^  or  castle-gate,  of  the 
fine  old  palace  of  the  Electors  Palatme,  the 
party  of  three  gentlemen  and  seven  servants, 
which  had  slowlj  wound  up  the  long  and  steep 
ascent  from  the  town  to  the  castle,  had  reached 
die  flat  at  the  top^  and  were  passing  over  the 
drawbndge,  which  then  ejusted  at  the  Burgikor, 
into  that  wide  extent  of  gronnd,  which  was 
ladossd  bj  the  great  wall  of  the  fivtreas. 
Whether  it  was  that  the  presence  of  Obem* 
ttmt,  who  was  weU  known  lo  the  aoldieiy^ 
procned  diem  fiee  admjsaioii,  or  that  the 
guaicis  had  only  orders  to  keep  out  the  ordi* 
mrj  citiaens  of  the  place,  the  whole  party 
were  suffered  to  proceed,  without  oppoution, 
and  lode  on  to  the  bridge-house,  while  hue 
strains  of  martial  music,  wafted  by  the  wind 
frsm  the  great  court  of  the  casde,  and  the 
sound  of  many  a  gay  and  musical  voice  from 
the  gardens  round,  told  that  the  revelry  of 
the  £tector'a  birthrnif^t  was  still  going  on 
With  undiminished  spirit. 
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TJnder  the  wnh  of  the  bridge4ioafle^  tuo 

the  guards  crossed  theu:  partizans  befoire  the 
honei^  and  Obemtraat,  anzioiiB  to  diow  that 
he  kept  bia  wofd,  in  Jiot  tbiomiig  an j  impedk* 
ment  ia  the  way  of  the  two  EDglishmeu^  turned 
hb  bead,  saying  in  Gennan,  ^  You  must  die- 
moimt  here*  being  visitors;  I  ride  into  the 
court,  ai>  one  of  the  Elector's  household." 

The  BoldieiB  inatantly  laiaed  theur  kalbeiti 
to  let  him  pass  with  the  two  servantfi^  who  had 
accompanied  him  from  the  inn.  At  the  same 
moment,  one  of  A%enion  Grey's  attendanta 
sprang  to  bis  stirrup^  to  aid  him  in  dismountr 


iug ;  uad,  giYing  lus  swcnrd  to  his  page  to  carry* 


bered  tbemselres  of  the  large  riding  boots  of 
Ibe  day — wfaieh,  be  it  remarked,  easily  oovefied 
shoes  and  alt— and  pasnng  between  the  guaids^ 
with  a  con^dent  air^  as  ii  there  could  be  no 
earthly  donbt  of  their  admissionf  walked  oo^ 
under  the  archway  of  the  gfeat  square  tower^ 
into  the  wide  court-yard. 
The  scene  was  a  very  brilliant  ona^  whidi 


the  yomig  gentl 


and  his  fiiend  disncamr 
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IV  WW  pmentad  to  their  eyou   Ciowdb  of 

atteodaots^  belonging  either  to  the  household 
of  Ao  Elector  Palatine  himself^  or  to  those  of 
the  gmt  nobles  of  his  eoor^  were  sealteied 
w&t  tbe  wide  space  before  them— 
wwiiuitiu;  standing  in  groups  of  eight  or 
Me  togeilw'f  m  nm  t imes  monng  hither  and 
thither,  with  quick  or  sauntering  pace;  and 
•fery  colour  of  the  rainbow^  in  its  Teiy 
brifjhleat  txatB,  ww  to  be  aeen  dispkjred  in 
the  gorgeous  costume  of  tiie  day.  Neither 
WM  them  any  lack  of  lace  and  embroidery^ 
limes^  8Wofd>knot%  and  flimering  aeaifr; 
md,  around  tiiia  gay  flower-bed,  rose  up^ 
hi  Ae  ftim  crening  light,  hwnimmJJe  and 
imgolar  mwamu  of  buildings  of  ereiy  period 
and  of  CTory  style,  the  remains  of  which  can 
stiB  be  traoed,  skiwty  monldeiing  away  under 
Ike  hand  of  time,  and  presenting  to  the 
ih^mghtf^ii  eye  a  sad  picture  of  the  end  of 
iB  great  designs;  a  Intler  lesson  to  man's 
pRnmptoooB  hopes,  a  dark  but  chastening 
admonition  to  joy,  proi>perity^  and  power. 
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On  the  right  hand,  under  a  wide  aicade 
supported  by  greceful  columnsi  was  a  laige 
and  skilful  band  of  musicians,  making  the  air 
rii^  widi  the  sounds  of  thefar  instruments. 
Upon  the  lef^  in  darkness,  such  as  time  casts 
upon  all  man's  doings,  was  a  pile  of  archi- 
tecture, the  light  and  gracefiil  lines  of  whidi 
betokened  a  very  early  period  of  oonstructiom 
Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  court  rose  up  « 
fountain;  the  sparkling  jets  of  which  caught 
and  reflected  the  rosy  light  which  had  spread 
over  the  sky  above.  Farther  on,  to  the  right, 
appeared  a  vast  mass  in  the  Italian  taste, 
covered  with  rich  and  splendid  omamentfr-^ 
statues,  arabesques,  and  pilasters — ^and  pierced 
with  innumerable  windows^  fiom  whidi  bright 
lights  were  shining,  showing  that  the  sun's 
declme  was  feit  within.  In  more  than  one 
other  place,  too,  on  both  sides  and  in  front, 
a  taper,  or  a  lamp  might  be  seen  pasnng  slowly 
on  from  room  to  room  across  the  various  case- 
ments, aflbrding  a  sort  of  mysterious  interest 
to  a  fimdftil  mind,  as  the  eye  of  the  young 
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Englishman  rested  on  the  dark  piles  to  the 
west,  from  whicrh  the  sunshine  had  for  several 
hours  departed* 

Grouped  leather  near  the  fountain,  and  held 
hj  groomB  and  stable  bojs,  were  a  number 
horses,  richly  caparisoned ;  and  near  them  was 
seen  the  fimn  of  the  Baron  of  Obemtraat,  slowly 
dismoonting  and  speaking  to  his  two  servants^ 
as  if  waiting  to  giye  time  for  his  late  com^ 
painoQs  to  come  up. 

^  That  is  civil  and  honourable  of  himt"  said 
Algernon  Grey,  as  they  advanced  towards  him* 
'^A  good  deal  of  self-confidence  In  iV 
answered  the  other;  <^he  feeb  so  sore  of  win- 
ning his  bet,  that  he  wishes  to  prove  to  us 
that  it  is  done  by  no  onfair  advantage.** 

^  Still  the  worst  side  of  everything  I"  rejoined 
his  Mend,  with  a  grave  smile,  and  moved  on. 
Bat  as  soon  as  Obemtraot  perceived  them 
within  a  few  yards,  he  himself  advanced  to- 
wards a  flight  of  steps  before  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal boildings,  where  an  open  door  and  ablaae 
of  %bt,  displayed  a  low  arched  hall,  crowded 
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with  attendants.  His  step  waedbwand  stately, 
but  though,  before  be  bad  reached  the  top  of 
the  steps,  the  two  Englishmeu  were  dose  to 
Mm,  he  took  not  the  slightest  notioe  of  ibm^ 
and  passed  oa. 

Several  other  persons  were^  at  the  moment, 
advancing  in  the  same  duection;  and  Lovat 
vhifipered  to  his  companion;  Follow  the 
stream,  follow  die  stream/'  Algernon  Grey 
did  so,  and  found  himself  guided  by  the  rest  to 
what  seemed  the  great  staircase  of  the  castle. 
It  was  not  indeed  so  magnificent,  either  in  ita 
proportions  or  its  decorations,  as  the  iplendoiur 
q£  the  exterior  might  have  led  a  traveller  to 
eaq^ect;  bat  wiiat  it  wanted  in  aichitectoial 
beauly  was  supplied  by  extrinsic  decoration  of 
great  taste,  consisting  of  flowers  and  shrubs  and 
bnmches  disposed  in  such  ™iynTM>r  ^  fQ  mingle 
the  harsh  lines  of  the  grey  stone  pleasantly 
and  symmetrically  with  the  graceM  bends  of 
die  green  foliage.  An  object  had  been  sought 
and  attained  very  much  neglected  m  those 
times,  namely,  the  perfect  Hghtjng  of  the  stiur- 
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Ctte ;  tatf  aitboi^k  the  day  had  hardly  dosed* 
the  lamps  were  already  gleaming  along  the 
infaiBtndefl^  not  with  a  hanh  and  oTerpowering 
^are^  hut  with  a  tempered  brightnessy  which 
^wed  all  that  could  please  and  captivate  the 
cje  nd  yet  left  a  dim  indisdnctnesfi^  not  dia- 
^greeabie^  oyer  the  rest*  five  or  six  persons 
pmeded  the  young  Englishmen  in  thehr  ascent, 
•ome  speakii^  together,  some  alent  and  lonely; 
but  all  turned  to  the  left  on  reaching  the  top, 
and  pioned  thxoogh  a  guarded  door»  round 
wUek  a  nomber  of  attendants  were  standings 
into  a  small  anti-chamber,  where  a  single  oificer 
appeared  leaning  his  hand  upon  a  table. 

Ho  qnestiona  were  asked  of  any  of  those 
who  went  before  Algernon  Grey  and  his  iriend; 
ad  he  with  ealm  and  grave  deliberation  &h 
hmedf  neither  kxdung  to  the  right  nor  the 
nor  taking  the  slightest  notice  of  a  whis- 
pand  inquiry,  which  he  heard  numing  amongst 
Ae  servant^  aa  to  who  and  what  he  was. 
William  Lovet,  in  his  ignorance  of  the  language. 
Has  also  ignorant  of  all  such  perils  to  their 
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enterprise;  and,  with  a  gay  and  well-assuxed 

look^  followed  close  upon  his  companion  s  steps, 
adjusting  the  glittering  tie  of  his  sword-knot 
and  tluosting  his  rapier  a  little  further  back. 

The  moment  they  entered  the  anti-room, 
Algernon  Grrey  marked  that  the  Baron  ct 
Obemtraut  paused  for  an  instant  at  the  oppo- 
site door,  as  if  to  see  whether  the  officer  oa  duty 
would  stop  them,  or  require  their  names.  The 
latter  immediately  advanced  a  step  or  two ;  but 
then,  to  the  surprise  of  all  present,  he  gave  the 
two  gentlemen  a  lowly  salntationi  and  drew 
back  to  the  table  again. 

A  slight  smile  curled  Algernon's  handsome 
lip;  and,  with  a  tone  of  dignity,  he  said 
aloud,  addressing  the  officer:  "Will  you  be 
pleased,  sir,  to  inform  the  Elector  Palatine 
personally,  if  you  can  have  his  ear  for  a  mo* 
ment,  that  two  English  gentlemen  of  befitting 
rank,  who  for  reasons  of  their  own  decline 
to  give  their  names,  crave  his  gracioos  per** 
mission  to  witness  the  splendours  of  his  court 
this  night,  and  to  tread  a  measure  in  his  hall 
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vith  the  fiur  dames  oi  our  own  £iirphacefiB,  We 
aak  it  with  loyal  hearts  and  uue^  well  awaic  uf 
lAiat     do^  and  not  venturing  to  lequest  aoght 
uubecomiog  ol  him  to  gian^  or  us  to  receive." 

The  officer  bowed,  and,  turning  towards 
dune  wtthoat,  said:  ''Keep  the  doorT  and 
then,  advancing  towards  the  inner  chamber, 
wemtd  to  answer  qnicklj  a  question  of  Obem* 
txMit,  who  had  lingered  near  the  entrance,  and 
then  passed  on* 

^Now  aie  yonr  hondred  crowns  in  peril, 
Aigemon,"  said  William  liovet;  *^a  fair  new 
gaddk-clulh  embroidered  in  gold«  a  silver  bit 
snd  gik  stimips,  together  with  an  ear-ring  of 
nineteen  carats  and  a  rub;,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
new  kerchief  to  Madge,  Marianne,  or  Margery, 
aU  hang  upon  the  chance  of  the  fair  delivery 
of  a  ample  message  by  an  anti-chamber  oihcer 
of  an  Elector  i'alaLine.  Heaven  save  ihe  maik ! 
if  the  pretty  ouud  with  the  brown  eyei^  who 
was  likely  in  the  course  q(  time  and  by  the 
concateuaiion  of  circumstances^  to  have  that 
hcnahicf  at  jonr  hands^  now  knew  upon  what  a 
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rash  cast  you  have  risked  it,  would  she  not  firet 
and  scold  at  the  probaUe  result  of  the  bet  at 
the  Golden  Slag  T 

She  would  be  silly  so  to  do/*  replied 
Algernon  Grey.  have  no  fears  of  money 
going  out  of  my  puise  to-night ;  the  good  man 
will  deliver  his]  message  aptly  euough,  I  am 
sure ;  and  the  message,  of  which  yon  nndewtood 
not  a  word,  was  just  the  bait  to  catch  the  young 
Elector  with  his  notions  of  chivalrous  gallantry. 
Hark,  what  a  bnss  comes  throogh  the  door- 
way. Methinks  half  the  palatinate  must  be 
here ;  and  see  how  the  figures  glide  about  across 
and  acroaa^now  in  blue  and  ailver— now  in 
green  and  gold — now  in  black  and  pearls^ 
like  painted  shadows  in  a  showman's  box.  But 
here  comes  our  messenger,  and  with  him  avety 
grave  and  reverend  personage  with  a  beard  of 
an  ell  long.  Let  na  advance  to  meet  him,  as 
if  we  knew  his  inwud  dignity  at  once  by  his 
outward  shape." 

With  the  aame  stately  carriage  whidi  he 
had  lately  assumed,  Algernon  Grey  took  a  few 
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dow  ^epe  forward,  to  meet  a  somewhat  cor« 
poleiit  gentleman,  whose  hair  and  colouring 
teemed  to  bespeak  a  hasty  and  choleric  tem-» 
peramen^  and  then  made  him  a  low  bow.  The 
eBcer,  who  had  been  in  waiting  in  the  anti- 
chamber^  pointed  with  his  hand  to  the  two 
EnglishmcD^  saving :    These  are  the  two  gen* 
demen  ;**  and  the  other,  who  foUowed,  leturoed 
tl^ii  aalutation»  scanning  them  for  a  moment 
with  ilis  eye  ere  he  &poke. 

''It  is  the  Elector's  pleasure,  sirs,"  he  said  at 
length,    that  I  introduce  you  to  his  presence 
and  once  more  he  gazed  at  them  from  head  to 
Ibot,  in  a  somewhat  haughty  and  supercilious 
manner* 

But  Algernon  Grey  was  not  to  be  provoked 
out  of  his  caution ;  and,  with  a  very  slight 
inclination  of  the  head,  he  replied:  ''The 

Elector  is  gracious ;  we  are  at  your  com- 
nand." 

Hide  was  nothing  more  to  be  said;  and 
therefore  the  Electoral  officer  wheeled  his  large 
penon  round,  and,  with  a  somewhat  more  civil 
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gesture  thaa  he  had  hitherto  oaed,  led  the  way 

into  the  chamber  bejood.  It  was  filled  with 
numerous  persons  of  both  sexes,  dressed  in  the 
gorgeons  costume  of  the  day;  and  certainly  the 
court  oi  the  mightiest  monarch  in  Europe  could 
not  have  displayed  greater  splendour  of  apparel, 
or  greater  beauty  of  person^  than  appeared  at 
that  of  the  Count  Palatine.  People  <^  aH 
nations  and  all  languages  were  there ;  and 
amongst  the  busy  crowds  which  moiled  hither 
and  thither,  every  hue  of  hair,  every  shade  of 
complexion  was  to  be  seen;  from  the  fair- 
hairedy  blue-eyed  children  of  the  north,  to  the 
dark  Transylvanian,  and  the  swarthy  Moor. 
Through  all  the  throng  the  chamberlain  of  the 
Elector  cleared  a  way  fer  himself  and  the  two 
who  followed:  the  rotundity  of  his  person  acting 
as  a  sort  of  human  vredgje,  which  left  a  Tacancy 
behind  it;  and  many  a  head  was  tamed  to 
gaze  upon  the  young  strangers;  it  being  re« 
jnaiked  that  they  looked  neither  to  the  right 
nor  the  left,  as  if  they  did  not  wiah  to  leeog^ 
nise  or  be  recognised  by  any  one,  should  there. 
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bfchnee^  be  found  an  acqoaintance  amongst 

tiie  Yaiied  muititude. 

Although  the  imniensc  masses  of  the  castle, 
m  tbej  had  seen  it  from  the  outside,  had 
impre&fied  theia  with  a  strong  idea  of  its  vast- 
ness,  yet,  from  some  cause  or  another,  Algernon 
Grey  had  expected  to  find  the  Elector  and  his 
&ir  wiie  in  the  room  bejond  the  anti-chamber. 
Indeed  its  extent  was  so  great,  its  decorations  so 
iwiaptnons,  and  the  groups  it  contained  ao 
fiomexous,  that  it  might  well  liave  been  sup- 
puaed  the  audience-hall  of  a  great  prince.  But 
eicffjthii^  in  the  casde  of  Heidelberg,  at  that 
pebod  was  upon  so  magnificeoi  a  scale,  that  no 
acquaiotance  with  other  palaces  enahled  a  vki* 
tor  to  judge  of  what  was  to  be  his  receptioii 
hm.  It  contained,  in  those  days,  a  suite  of 
ieiL  :»plendid  saloons,  oue  open  lug  into  the 
adwr  and  eaeh  covered  with  UvJah  ornament 
Through  the  whole  of  these,  till  at  length 
they  reached  what  was  called  the  silver  cham* 
Jkt,  the  two  young  Englishman  were  led,  before 
they  fomd  the  object  oi  their  search. 
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Two  pagec^  one  stationed  on  each  side  of  the 
wide  door  way,  held  up  the  curtains  of  white 
velvet  and  silver,  which  hung  from  huge  rings 
above ;  and  as  Algernon  entered,  a  more  quiet 
scene  than  those  he  had  just  passed,  but  still  a 
very  striking  one,  presented  itself  to  his  eyes. 
At  the  fiurther  side  of  the  room,  perhaps  at 
a  distance  of  forty  or  hfty  ieet,  standing  a  little 
in  advance  of  two  chairs  of  state,  were  seen 
FMeric  and  the  Electress,  both  in  the  pride  of 
youth  and  beauty.   The  features  of  neither 
were  perfectly  regular,  but  the  face  of  each  had 
its  own  peculiar  charm  of  expression,  the  one 
beaming  with  gracehii  kindness  and  dignified 
good  humour,  the  other  sparkling  with  wit, 
imagination,  and  soul.   Strikingly,  though  not 
regularly  handsome,  certainly  they  were;  and 
seeing  them  standing  there,  clothed  in  similar 
colours,  of  the  same  age,  slightly  contrasted 
complexion,  with  only  that  difference  in  height 
'^liich  might  well  exist  between  the  husband 
and  the  wife,  one  might  have  been  tempted  to 
think  that  no  two  people  had  ever  been  moce 


Digitized  by  Google 


My  matchedy  had  bat  the  coantenance  of 

Frederic  po^ses^d  more  energy  and  deterruiiia- 
tMHi  of  character.  Elisabeth  stood  on  her 
hmtand'a  ri^t  hand ;  aod  on  his  left  were  seen 
fint  a  page,  holding  his  sword^  and  then  a 
gnmp  of  the  guttering  noUes  of  hia  court ;  but 
on  the  right  of  the  Electress^  were  assembled 
twelve  or  tkirleen  of  the  fmrcst  flowers  of 
Christendom,  all  robed  nearly  aUke  in  white 
and  silver;  their  marble  brows  aod  gloasy  hair 
boumi  with  garlands,  m  it  were,  of  diamuuds 
and  pearla.  In  other  parts  of  the  room — 
near  the  windows — near  the  doors  —  under 
tlic  arches  on  either  side,  were  several  other 
groujB  eonveinng  in  a  low  tone;  bat  the 
middle  was  vacant,  at  least  when  Alger- 
non Grey  entered ;  and  he  was  advancing 
sAer  hia  goide,  towards  the  yonng  sovereign 
befim  him,  when  suddenly,  from  a  group 
on  hk  right,  a  glittering  courtier  of  about 

bis  own  age  started  forward,  and  held  oat  his 

1  ,1 

XiailUa 

The  visitur,  however,  placed  his  finger  on  his 
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lip,  saying  in  a  low  tone^  Not  a  vrord,  Crav^* 
we  are  to  be  at  stiaiigers  heie.* 

The  other  instantly  drew  back  ageing  with 
a  smile;  but  William  LoTet  nodded  to  him 
gaily,  and  then  fbOowed  his  friend. 

This  little  interlude  had  not  caught  the 
Elector's  eye,  for  at  that  moment  the  Baron  of 
Obemtraut  passed  before  him,  and  bowing  low, 
took  his  place  amongst  the  gentlemen  on  the 
left. 

Elisabedi,  however,  saw  and  smiled,  and 
then  whispered  a  word  in  her  husband^  ear. 
Frederic's  eyes  were  immediately  tnmed  upon 
the  young  Englishmen,  who  were  now  within  a 
fewpaces;  and  a  look  of  pleasure  came  o?er  his 
countenance^  while  he  replied  in  a  low  tone  to 
what  his  wife  had  said. 

The  next  moment  the  chamberlain  interpoaad 
with  a  low  and  formal  bow,  saying,  These  aie 
Ac  gentlemen,  your  H^;)uiess ;  I  know  not  how 

*  By  some  aathon  it  is  fltiked  that  CraveQ  was  not  at 
this  time  at  the  deetoTBl  oirart ;  Imt  of  ooom  the  cihroi^^ 
which  we  copy  is  the  better  aathori^. 
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else  to  introduce  them  to  jou,  as  they  do  not 
Aaok  St  to  grace  ma  irith  their  names;  bat 
jeur  pteaaoge  being  Aat  they  abould  have 

admitiancey  I  have  obeyed  you  in  briugiDg 
litem  to  your  fiieseiioe/  This  said  in  a  graTe 
aad  fbsmal  tone,  he  drew  back  vpan  the 
prince's  left. 

^Ton  are  mlcome,  gentlement^  said  Frede> 
rie.  **Tlioa|^  you  deny  your  name— and  we 
will  let  that  pass  uaquestiuaed — we  must^  as 
flovweign  of  this  land,  inquire  what  brings  yon 
hither:  having  due  regard  for  the  safety  of  our 
sobjecis,  to  the  fairer  part  of  whom,  methinks, 
jm  might  profe  dangerous.''  ^ 

While  he  spoke^  a  playful  and  good-humoured 
smile  curled  his  lip;  and  Algernon  Grey 
sniveled  in  a  respeetfbl  but  yet  gay  tone ;  I 
most  reply  to  your  Highness  with  one  of  our 
Kngli&h  players,— 

^  A  loriog  digpositko,  good  my  lord.  * 

Such  was  the  evil  cause  that  brought  as  to 
the  fair  Palatinate.  Being  there,  we  heard 
ttat  daa  day  year  Higbness  held  a  high  ieYel» 
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and,  longing  to  see  the  wonders  of  this  court, 
we  Tentiired  hither,  leave  to  tread  a 

measure  with  any  fiur  dame  who  will  so 
honour  us/' 

''I  fear  me  much/'  said  Frederic,  in  the 
same  tone  of  courteous  jesting»  "  that  jou  are 
two  perilous  ^oung  men.'* 

'^He,  my  lord,  is  perilous  young,''  replied 
liOve^  pointing  to  his  companion ;  God 
send  that  I  may  have  a  good  title  to  ike 
same  character  for  the  next  twenty  years; 
but,  I  doubt  me  much,  it  is  passing  away 
from  me,'* 

'<We  are  all  npon  a  road  where  there  aie 

no  inns,"  answered  the  Elector,  somewhat  more 
gravely;  ^'but  what  I  fear  is,  that  you  bring 
danger  with  yon,  and  I  doubt  much  that  I 
must  order  you  into  con^emen^  unless  you 
can  find  bail  and  surety/' 

<<Nay,  my  good  loid,  I  wiU  be  their  bail.'' 
cried  Elizabeth  of  England  gaily;  ^^and  to 
make  all  sore,  I  will  pot  them  in  gentle  ward, 
80  that  they  commit  no  offienoe  while  in  jow 


Digitized  by  Google 


59 


domiiiioiis.— Heie^  Agnes,'*  she  contmiied»  ^'and 
jou.  my  ikir  Countett  of  Xaiusaiu,  you  shall  be 
their  warders^  aud  remember,  that,  throughout 
due  whole  night,  whether  ui  the  dance  or  al 
the  table,  in  the  halla  or  in  the  gardens,  you 
lose  Dot  sight  of  your  several  prisoners  for  a 
moment.  Stay,"  she  oontinued,  ^although 
my  good  lord  is  inclined  to  treat  them  thus 
severely,  I  will  be  more  gentle,  as  becomes  a 
Ujr,  and  let  eadi  choose  into  whoee  c^tivity 
he  will  &IL    What  say  you,  sir?" 

''By  your  Highnesses  gracious  permission,'' 
leptied  Algernon  Grey,  to  whom  her  words 
were  addressed,  as  there  can  be  no  want  of 
gdlantry  in  a  choice  where  I  know  neither,  I 
will  sonrender  myself  to  the  lady  you  first 
meuuoDed*'* 

'^lliat  is  you,  Agnes,**  said  ihe  Electress; 
*oome  forward  and  take  possession  of  your 

As  the  princess  spoke,  a  yonng  lady,  who 
stood  a  little  behind,  advanced  with  a  hght 
step,  but  with  some  slight  timidity  of  maouer. 
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and  a  cheek  mofe  flodied  than  it  was  die 

moment  betbre.   Hie  timidity^  howevery 
peared  but  to  add  new  grace  to  that  which, 
0feii  befiiKy  seemed  perfect  $  and  AlgemoQ 
Grej  gazed  upon  her  in  evident  aBrpriee  and 

admiratioD)  feeling  himself  right  happy  in  his 
choice. 

It  is  very  diffktiilt  to  convey  in  languid 
any  just  idea  of  those  various  distinctions  and 
shades  of  beantj,  whieh  the  eye  aeiaea  in  a 
moment,  but  which  from  words;  and 

it  would  be  almost  doing  iDjustice  to  the  fmr 
who  now  approadied  the  prinoess^  side, 
to  attempt  a  detailed  descxiptioa*  To  give 
some  ideci,  however,  of  her  person,  as  the 
portrttta^  still  ezistuig,  represent  heiv  it  magr 
be  enough  to  say,  that  she  was  certainly  not 
above  the  middle  height,  but  with  every  hmb 
00  exqiiisitdy  fennodt  that  she  looked  taller 
thim  she  really  was.  Her  rich  brown  hair, 
with  chestnut  gleams  upon  it,  fell  in  profuse 
abondaace  down  her  aedc,  in  the  iashioii  at 
the  day.    lier  eyes  were  neither  hlucy  nor 
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hnmn,  nor  grey,  bat  of  that  soft  and  soul* 
ipeakmg  hasel,  ao  mely  seen  and  yet  so 
exquisitely  beauuiui;  while  the  long  dark 
ejeladi  md  arched  brow  lent  them^ves  to 
eioy  shade  of  espmsion,  firom  deep  and  pen^ 
sire  thought  to  light  and  sparkling  gaiety. 

weie  all  small  and  delicate,  the 
Am  Jim  aa  alabaaler,  with  a  sunset  glow  upon 
the  cheeL  And  the  slightly  parted  lips^  show* 
iig  the  pearly  teeth  beoeatfa,  seemed  tempting 
bve  and  piomising  relnm.  The  small,  fine 
hsndy  the  beautiihiiy  formed  foot  and  ankle^ 
die  graoefal  nedt  and  swelfing  bosom,  the  yery 
tam  of  the  head,  all  seemed  like  the  dream  of 
a  sculptor  in  some  moment  of  inspiration. 
And  to  ciown  sU,  was  that  breathing  of  the 
md  throDgh  every  feature  and  through  every 
pan,  which  invests  each  movement  with  some 
lew  diarm* 

Algernon  Giey  gased  upon  her,  I  have  said, 
with  a  look  of  admiration  and  surprise ;  and  the 
kMnersod  shrewder  eye  of  William  Lovet,  too, 
an  over  her  fine  and  figure,  but  with  a  very 
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different  expression.  It  lasted  but  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  he  turned  his  giuse  upon  hia 
friend,  marking  well  the  gleam  of  surprise  that 
sparkled  on  bis  countenance.  A  slight  smile 
curled  his  lips;  but,  when  Algernon  Grey 
advanced  and  took  her  hand,  at  the  Princess's 
command,  those  lips  moved;  and,  had  any 
one  been  near,  he  might  haye  heard  him  say* 
in  a  low  tone,    This  will  do,  methinks.*' 

Another  eye,  too,  marked  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding; but,  in  this  instance,  the  brow  became 
clouded,  the  moment  the  young  Englishman's 
band  touched  that  of  his  fiur  ccunpanion;  and, 
setting  his  teeth  hard  in  his  lower  lip^  the 
Baron  of  Obemtraut  turned  away  his  head,  as 
if  not  to  expose  the  disoontrat  which  was 
too  ^ainly  written  on  his  fim. 

^  I  am  ready,  may  it  please  your  Highness," 
said  William  Loret,  advancing  ss  soofi  aa 
Algernon  and  his  partner  had  drawn  baekt 
^  to  submit  myself  entirely  to  your  high  com* 
mands;  but  I  do  beseech  you  to  lighten  my 
chains  by  making  them  of  roses*  and  bidding 


Digitized  by  Google 


mj  fidr  gaoler  ime  Iier  oiders  io  French^ 
Eng^sh,  or  Italian,  as  I  fear  my  purse  is  very 

empty  of  German  coin ;  and  if  she  have  nooe 
odier»  the  exchange  would  be  much  against  me.'* 

"fear  not,''  replied  the  Phocess;  "we 
all  speak  Freoch  here.  Come^  fair  Couules^, 
tike  your  prtsoner,  treat  him  well,  but  watch 
liim  carefully  ,  and,  to  amuse  his  sad  hours  of 
captivity,  show  him  all  that  is  worth  seeiDg  in 
rarhomble  court." 

Tlie  lady^  to  whom  she  spokey  was  in  the 
fcst  raak  of  those  un  her  right ;  and  William 
l<0iet  had  no  cause  for  dissadsfiiction  with  his 
fcte  §0K  the  evening.  The  lady  was  tali  and 
finr,  but  sparkling  with  beauty  and  youth ;  and 
a  meny  mouth,  a  sleepy  and  love-languid  eye 
presented  to  his  imagination  all  those  qualities 
best  suited  to  his  taste.  He  was  speedily  in 
&U  career  of  jest  and  gallantly  with  his  fiua 
companion,  and  seemed  at  &rst  to«  make  more 
pngTMB  with  her  than  Algmion  Grey  could 
bosat  with  his  partner  for  the  night. 

After  a  pause  of  a  few  moments,  the  Elector 
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tamed  to  the  Manhall  of  his  household,  and 
asked  if  any  more  guests  were  aniving  or  ez- 
pected.  The  reply  was  None and  waving 
his  hand,  the  Prince  said  in  a  gay  tone  Thexiy 
let  us  break  off  our  state,  and,  for  an  hour  or 
two,  eojoy  ourselves  with  the  resL  Lords  and 
ladies,  to  jour  several  pastimes;  and,  according 
to  a  proverb^  which  I  learned  in  England,  let  ua 
all  be  merry  and  wise." 

Thus  saying«  he  drew  the  arm  of  the  Hectress 
through  his  own,  and  moved  towards  the  doora 
of  tlie  halL  His  departure  was  a  signal  for  the 
dispersion  of  die  court ;  the  ceremonial  part  of 
the  evening's  occupations  was  at  an  end ;  and— 
ranguig  tiirough  the  long  suite  of  rooms  which 
had  been  thrown  open,  going  fixrth  into  the 
gardens  and  terraces — ^in  general  brightly  illu* 
minated  by  painted  lanterns — some  seeking  the 
dance,  some  conversation— each  endeavoured  to 
amuse  himself  as  best  he  wif^  upon  that  night 
of  festivity  and  rejoicing. 
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Ihs  fitte  that  hangs  over  the  death-doomed 
race  of  man  appals  us  not*  We  wander  where 
tPBm&m  have  grown  up  and  bloomed,  borne 
butytad  paaeed  awajf  without  a  homily  in  our 
WtB;  we  tread  upon  the  very  graves  of  a 
diooMiid  lacefly  we  walk  over  the  huge  burial 
place  of  the  world,  and  give  not  a  thought  to 
the  fellow  dust  that  sleeps  below.  Strange 
nd  marrelloua  insensibility !  whence  does  it 
^nug  ?  Is  it  from  mere  levity  that  we  thus 
n&e  above  the  deep  thoughts  of  our  inevitable 
doom?  Or  is  it  from  a  high  sense  of  loftier 
desdaio^  an  intimate  conviction  of  the  im- 
perisbable  elevaUou  uf  cue  part  of  our  mixed 
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nature  ?    Or  is  it  indeed — more  likely  than 
either-^that  while  we  see  the  spring  of  life  still 
gashing  forth  aud  pouring  out  stream  after 
stream  as  each  river  is  dried  up^  a  consciousness 
Steels  over  us  that  we  are  but  the  parts  of  one 
beautiful  whole  undeigoing  everlasting  change 
to  the  glory  of  Him  who  made  it  aU  ?  We 
behold  creation  full  of  life :  the  herby  the  flower, 
the  beating  heart,  the  pliant  fin,  the  soaring 
wing,  the  thought-stored  brain^  all  speak  of 
that  strange  mysterious  fire  which  warms  die 
universe,  bursting  out  wherever  eye  can  reach 
or  fimcy  penetrate,  unextinguished,  unextin- 
guishable  but  by  the  will  thai  ealled  it  into 
being.    We  see,  and  know  it;  and,  instinct 
with  the  divine  essence,  rejoice  in  the  light  that 
is  granted,  for  the  time  that  it  can  be  enjoyed, 
while  the  promise  of  its  permanence  and  the 
hope  of  its  increase  shade  over  the  one  dark 
m&ment  with  a  veil  of  gold. 

Amidst  buildings  that  are  now  ruins,  through 
scenes  that  are  in  a  great  port  desolate,  over 
temces  and  amoiig^  pailenresy  now  no  longsr 
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tobe  aeen,  ynm  kept  up,  thiougboDt  tlmt  aighl, 

9sxA  tuerriment  wad  joy,  witiiout  a  tiiaughi 
pmi  to  die  ages  pened  swsy»  or  to  thoae  who 
led  ben  denizens  of  earth  and  parlaken  of  aU 
eariii  s  pleasures,  upon  that  same  spot  ibj:  un* 
■maibeied  eentnriea  befim.  Hie  piesent  hour* 
the  praent  hour  I  the  joy  of  the  existing  ehoft- 
Uveii  momentl  the  taste  oi  the  ripe  fruit,  witbovU 
&e  doed  of  the  past  or  the  son  of  the  fotoie  I 
were  tbeo*  ate  still,  and  may  be  fox  ever  here- 
afier,  the  sole  occupatioa  of  the  gaj  and  happy 
spirits*  SDch  as  the  guests  there  assembled. 

It  was  too  much  so  inde^;  tor,  in  those 
young  days  of  bright  domestic  happiness,  Eliz^ 
beth  of  EngUsid  and  her  joyous^  Ughtbeartsd 
hosband  drained  to  the  dr^  the  joy-cup  of 
prosperitT  and  power;  and,  educated  in  the 
ideas  o^  thoe^  diftring  in  views  from  the 
queen  of  James  the  First,  the  Electress  was 
staoogly  tinged  with  those  notions  of  fieedom 
boordenDg  upon  leviiy,  whadi  were  entertained 
bj  Ann  of  Denmark.  Not  that  I  mean  ior  one 
moment  to  cast  e sisin  upon  ename,  with  whidi 
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history  has  dealt  justly,  I  belieTe,  in  dealing 
tenderly;  but  it  is  undoubted,  that  the  Electiesi^ 
if  suiBciently  reserved  in  her  own  manners,  and 
perfectly  pure  in  her  own  conduct,  gave  great 
encouragement,  in  the  court  of  her  husband,  to 
that  abandonment  of  ordinary  and  conventional 
restraints,  which  can  only  be  safe  amongst  the 
highminded  and  the  chivalrous,  and  not  alwaya 
even  then.  She  held  with  Ann  of  Denmark, 
that  women  had  as  much  right,  and  might  be  as 
saiely  trusted  with  the  entire  and  unwatched 
direction  of  their  own  actions,  as  men;  that 
those  harsh  restrictions  and  suspicious  guardian- 
ships, which  have  grown  up  out  of  a  complicated 
and  artificial  state  of  society,  might  well  and 
wisely  be  dispensed  with;  and  that  the  sole 
cause  of  there  being  any  danger  to  woman  her- 
self, or  to  the  world  in  general,  from  allowing 
her  the  same  freedom,  which  man  monopolize8» 
was  the  early  restraint,  which  denied  experi- 
ence, as  the  guide  of  reason  and  the  demonstnip 
tion  of  principle. 
Thus  a  degree  of  freedom — I  will  not  call  it 
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Sceiuie,  for  that  is  a  hanh  term,  and  implies 
sDcording  to  modem  acceptatioD,  moch  mate 
diaii  I  mean — reigued  in  the  electoral  court; 
mi,  ddumgh  more  than  seven  hundred  guests 
were  theie  assembled  on  the  night  I  speak 
in  additioQ  to  the  noble  part  of  a  household 
nnmbering  constantly  more  thsn  a  thousand 
loembeis,  no  one,  unless  ftom  some  private  and 
peculiar  reason,  thought  it  in  the  least  neces- 
sary to  watch  the  piooeedings  of  others,  whether 
mate  or  female*   Doubtless  the  Electress  was 
right  in  many  of  the  views  she  maintained, 
sfastractedly  speaking;  but  unfortunately  it 
happens^  that  to  every  theojy,  however  just  in 
itself,  certain  small  practical  circumstances  op- 
pose ^emsebres,  affecting  its  application  most 
momentously.    I  will  illustrate^  in  some  de- 
gree, what  I  mean*  Formerly,  in  the  rilver  mines 
of  SpaiMi,  as  at  present  in  the  soil  of  IUyri% 
I  believe,  a  certain  mineral  was  to  be  found 
verj  much  resembling  silver  in  colour— weighty , 
bright  and  fluid.   Taken  in  its  native  state,  it 
is  uuiocuous  and  vexy  inefficient;  but  add  a  few 
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drops  of  a  certain  nearly  colourless  acid  to 
mod  it  beoomet  a  VafaiaUe  medicine ;  add  a  Sem 
drops  of  auotiier  acid,  and  it  becooaes  the  moat 
Tirulent  of  poisoDs.  Now  the  smaU  dream- 
stanoesy  for  wliich  no  allowance  is  eror  mada^ 
are  the  lew  drops  oi  acid,  which  in  the  furnace 
of  the  world  render  the  most  innocent  theory 
pOBsibie,  either  highly  beneficial,  or  tetnblj 
pernicious*  I  speak  not,  of  course,  of  prinr 
dples,  for  tbey  are  fixed;  bot  merely  of  Cbeoiiae 
at  first  eight  indiffieient. 

However,  such  as  I  have  stated,  was  the 
Court  of  the  Elector  Palatine  in  the  year 
one  thonsand  six  hundred  and  nineteen,  and 
in  the  mouth  of  August  in  that  year:  a  period 
pregnant  with  great  erents,  when  the  fiite  of  the 
Palatinate— nay,  the  fate  of  Europe— nay,  iaa- 
mea^iurablj  niore^  the  progress  of  society  and 
llie  march  of  the  human  mind  throughout  the 
wl«,le  world,  boDg  t>«mblii>g  in  the  balance ; 
and  ^ct  there  they  were,  the  gaj,  the  light* 

hearted,  the  enthueiaatic,  the  moveable,  all,  ap- 
parently, creatures  of  impulse  alike,  enjoying 
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ma  belbre,  tl^e  hi^pinesB  of  the  present  hour. 
Mnric  «Dd  tbe  dsno*,  gay  oo&Yemlioii,  light 
jHi  and  pbiyfid  wit  had  excited  heads  and 
liearts  alike.    Tbe  heat  of  the  ^aloous  had 
biooine  oppmaiva ;  tha  glare  of  the  lamps  and 
tapeis  had  dazzled  aad  ^lOigued  the  ejres ;  the 
mo\  iiig  objects,  the  brilUimt  dresses,  ihe  beam« 
ing  jewcta^  the  atnamng  face  afier  pleaaoie, 
hadbecoiae  fatiguipg  to  many ;  and  some  forty 
or  Mj  paixSy  hand  in  hand,  or  arm  in  arm,  Iiad 
wandpTPtd  out  to  aeek  tbe  jrefreahiDg  ooolneaB  of 
the  gardeni),  to  repose  the  mind,  and  invigorate 
the  body  in  the  freih  night  air  of  August,  or 
elae  to  teU  tbe  tale  of  We  and  seek  its  xetoni, 
ooder  the  broad  green  foliage  of  the  trees,  or  the 
tmldiiig  eyes  of  tbe  deep  blue  Aj  of  night. 

Algemoa  Qity  and  his  finr  eompanioa  stood 
Side  by  aide  in  one  of  the  deep  windows  of  the 
faaB  whm  they  bad  trod  one  dance,  and  be 
i—ied  the  diaappearanoe  of  meoyf  who  had 
h^m  for  some  time  in  the  same  chamber,  by 
deofiiriiiob  kd  he  knew  not  whilher*  Had  the 
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lady  remained  as  timidly  distant  as  irbea  fint 

they  met,  perhaps  he  might  have  asked  no  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  a  subject  which  only  excited 
a  slight  and  passing  cnriosily;  bat  a  change 
had  come  over  them  both. 

It  was  seldom  that  Algernon  Grey  felt  embar- 
rassment or  hesitation  in  addressing  the  bn^1> 
est  or  the  furest  in  the  world.  From  a  period^ 
generally  reckoned  within  the  round  of  boy* 
hood»  he  had  acted  for  himself  except  in  some 
matters  of  deep  moment;  and*  in  regard  lo 
those,  the  arrangements  which  had  been  made 
for  him  by  his  fiiend%  had»  by  fixing  his  fiite,  in 
several  of  its  moat  important  feature^  irrevoci^ 
bly  placed  him  beyond  the  dbcde  of  many  events 
most  firanght  with  emotion  for  the  heart  of  youth. 
But  yet,  there  is  something  very  impressive  in 
great  beauty,  especially  in  its  first  early  dawn. 
With  the  mature  woman,  diere  are  a  thousand 
avenues  opened  by  her  own  experience,  to 
approach  her  fearlessly,  if  honestly.  But  the 
mind  of  a  Teiy  young  girl,  like  .the  first  bud  of 
a  rose,  is  hedged  in  by  thorns,  through  which  we 
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mmt  fioree  our  way.   In  one  of  the  GemiaQ 

eduiona  o£  a  £airj  tale,  called  the  ^*  Sieepitig 
Beauty  in  the  wood,''  the  knight,  who  is  deatmed 
to  ddif er  the  lady,  has  fint  to  cat  his  path 
ihioiig^  the  ibreat  before  he  can  even  approach 
the  castle  hi  which  she  lies  slmnbering ;  and  he 
iKferiroiild  have  succeeded,  had  it  not  been 
&r  an  enchanted  sword  given  him  by  a  kind 
fiaend.  I  cannot  help  thinking^  that  in  the 
aUegoij,  the  Sleeping  Beauty  meant  the  confi- 
dcace  of  a  young  and  inexperienced  heart ;  and 
the  svrord  which  none  of  the  trees  could  resist,  a 
high  and  noble  spirit,  possessed  by  one  who 
sought  to  approach  it.  With  such  a  sword  Alger- 
non Giey  was  armed;  and,  although  he  found 
some  difficulty  in  choosing  his  path,  fortune  be- 
friended him  at  length.  After  two  vain  edbrts 
which  produced  nothing  in  reply ,  but  those  com- 
moo-places,  which  showed  that  the  lady  was 
accustomed,  mure  tliau  lier  years  wouid  have 
indooad  him  to  expect^  to  courts  and  the  world, 
he  hit  upon  a  happier  theme,  which  obtained 
a  longer  answer  and  touched  deeper  feelings. 
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He  had  spoken  of  the  Electoral  coort,  he  had 
ipoken  of  the  fior  Paladmte,  be  kad  apoken  of 
the  Elector  aod  Electress.  Her  replies  were 
coartlj,  but  froui  the  surface.  He  then  spoke 
of  England,  of  hia  own  land,  of  the  qaalitiea  of 
the  people,  their  truthfiilneafl^  their  anaigy  of 
character ;  and  she  warmed  in  aa  instant.  She 
often  longed  to  see  it,  she  iaid«  Sho  toki  him 
that  it  was  the  chehahed  Tiaion  of  her  lonely 
momenta,  the  hope  of  her  heart,  the  only  eager 
ioad  anadooB  dadve  ahe  had;  and  when  he 
•xpresaed  hia  aurprise  that  the  diatant  ielaad 
flfom  which  he  came,  could  have  awakened  sodh 
latmat,  abe  aaked  with  a  amile:*^ 

^  Do  you  not  know  that  I  am  aa  Eogliab* 
woman?  I  have  never  seen  England,  I  have 
tuemr  known  it;  but  yet  I  am  an  EngliriK 
woman." 

^  Indeed,"  he  said,  instantly  changing  tho 
language  in  wbicb  thay  had  been  speaking 
tobiaown;  '^ofEkigliab  parents,  you  meanF  I 
ean  well  conceive  the  land  of  our  ancestors 
poanjuuui  m  deep  inlmat  f<Mr  any  one  bom  a&r. 
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0Dl7««,  fidr  lady»  you  matt  be  MMwhat  of  ta 

fnthufiiJigt:^  aboy  to  say  that  it  la  the  onlj  btpe 
of  your  heaart?'* 

"•Peilwps  lam/  ahe  anflweted  with  a  smile^ 
*Vmt  yet  there  is  aomethiog  more  in  the 
dioaglit  cf  I^laody  than  the  mere  dmging  of 
the  heart  to  the  place  of  a  long  anceaHy.  Her 
very  insulated  aituatioo  seems  to  impose  upon 
bar  cfaiUreiiv  as  a  doty,  to  Umit,  m  a  degree, 
Am  wiabea  aod  their  jfeehngs  to  the  bounds  of 
her  sea- washed  ahotes.  There  is  aa  iotercst  in 
her  floiiteTy  gmndeur  ai 
teo^  she  faaa  ever  been  the  ialand*throne  £com 
which  a  long  race  of  mighty  kings  has  shaken 
llie  deatiides  of  all  other  landa,  and  ruled  or 
cbaoged  a  world.  Histor,  is  fiiU  of  England. 
It  seems,  to  my  eyes,  as  if  hers  were  the  perva- 
ding spirit  of  all  paat  chroniclea^-as  if,  like  an 
awful  spectre,  her  image  was  always  present 
amidst  the  festivals  and  feuds  of  other  states. 
Calm,  grand,  and  sublime,  she  treads  the  watefs 
at  esrthly  strife ;  and*  while  others  are  contend- 
ing for  petty  trifles  amongst  themselves,  losing 


Digitized  by  Google 


76 


one  day^  winning  another,  the  power  and  glory 
of  JSngland  marches  on,  if  not  unchecked,  only 
the  greater  for  each  temporary  reverse.  Free- 
dom is  her  birA*right,  home  joys  and  rorai 
peace  her  ornaments ;  arts,  arms,  and  poetry,  the 
coronet  on  her  brow.  Oli !  it  is  a  glorious  land, 
indeed,  and  let  them  call  us  proud,  if  they  will  1 
Thank  God  I  we  have  something  to  be  proud  o£J* 
Her  eyes  sparkled,  her  colour  rose,  her  whole 
fiuse  beamed  with  animation  as  she  spoke ;  and 
Algernon  Grey  gazed  at  her  with  an  admiring 
'  smile.  Peiliaps  he  might  fear  lhat  nnder  the 
monarch  then  on  the  English  throne,  their 
country  might  lose,  for  a  time,  that  high  posi- 
tion in  which  her  &ncy  placed  it;  bat,  at 
all  events,  the  few  words  then  spoken  broke 
down  at  once  all  cold  barriers  of  reserve  be»- 
tween  them ;  and  from  that  moment  they  went 
on  pouring  forth  the  thoughts  of  their  hearts  to 
each  other,  as  if  long  years  of  intimacy  had 
linked  their  minds  together. 

Whither  are  all  these  people  wending 
that  I  see  depart?*^  asked  Algernon  Grey,  at 
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length,  as  he  maiked  the  gnidaal  thinnnig  of 
Ibe  rooms.  <^  I  trust  this  bright  eTeniiig  is  not 
ooming  to  a  clo^  P' 

'^Oh^  no^'*  she  aDswered,  ^'not  for  hours. 
Thtj  are  going  to  the  gardens^  I  sappose^  or 
aojwliere  they  like.  This  is  a  free  and  liberal 
pbee,  fimr  sir,  where  each  one  does  as  he  thinks 
fit,  and  others  mind  him  not." 

*  I  would  iain  see  these  same  gardens,"  said 
her  compmion,  '*if  they  be  within  the  bounds 
<d  my  imprisonment*" 

^  Come,  then,"  she  said,  why  should  we 
not?  These  rooms  are  very  warm,  too;  and 
ve  shall  find  firesher  air  without.  Tiirough 
thai  door,  and  then  down  the  stairs,  will  lead 
us  out  by  the  library- tower,  amongst  the  flowers 
and  the  green  trees." 

As  she  spuke,  they  moved  towards  the  door. 
Id  which  she  pointed ;  and  they  had  neariy 
reached  it,  when  the  Baron  of  Obemtraut 
croflsed  their  path,  and  suddenly  paused  before 
tfatm. 

''I  have  lost  my  bet,  sir,''  he  said,  in  a 
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flomewhat  sharp  tone,  ^and  will  send  yon  the 

amount  to  jour  ion  to-monow." 

**0b,  it  matters  not,"  answered  Algernoa 
Grey;  ^*it  was  a  finilish  wager  of  mine^  and  I 
can  liardly  call  it  iairly  won ;  for  I  suspect^  by 
a  smile  I  saw  on  your  Prince's  Up,  that  he 
lemembers  having  seen  me  in  my  own  land^ 
though  I  was  but  a  mere  boy  then.'' 

^  I  always  pay  my  debts  of  all  kinds^  sir," 
replied  the  other;  and  then,  toxning  to  the 
lady^  he  asked  her  to  tread  a  measore  with 
lum,  wiien  the  dance  began  again. 

*'l  eannot,  noble  sir,''  she  replied  coldly; 
^  I  have  a  task  assigned  me,  which  I  must  per^ 
form.    You  beard  the  commands  I  received." 

^'Commands  right  willingly  obeyed,''  an* 
swered  Obemtrant ;  andt  turning  aharply  away, 
he  left  them. 

He  is  in  an  ill  hnmomv"  said  Algernon  Grey, 
aif  passing  through  two  or  three  rooms  mmAy 
deserted,  they  reached  the  top  of  a  small  stair- 
case,  that  led  down  towards  the  gardens.  ^  He 
reasonably  enough  made  me  a  bet,  that  I  would 
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mi  obtain  adaussioQ  iiere,  without  aaaouociog 
my  name  w  nmik.   I  muoeaiaBablj  preferred 
aaod.  agiinat  probabiUty^  hanre  won/' 

**He  is  more  wounded,''  answered  Alice,  "at 
Ui  jodgment  lumng  been  found  in  fault,  than 
at  the  loflB  of  the  wag^r,  be  the  amount  what  it 
will,  lie  is  a  liberal^  £ree-hearted  gendemao, 
i^KNii  aneeess,  high  birth»  and  flattery  have 
midand  aooiMphat  Tain;  but  yet,  from  all  I 
beir  and  all  I  hare  ever  seen,  I  should  judge 
that  at  heart  there  are  few  nobler  or  better  men 
now  lifing.'' 

Algernon  Grey  mused  for  a  moment;  he 
knew  not  wby^  but  her  words  gave  him  pain ; 
end  th^  passed  ont^  in  silence,  into  the 
gsnien^  then  newly  laid  out  by  the  £iunous 
Salomon  de  Cauju  Nothing  that  profuse 
axpeoae  end  the  taste  and  aeience  ai  the  day 
couid  eSccl,  bad  been  left  undone  to  render 
those  gardens  a  miracle  of  art.  Mountains 
had  been  thvown  down;  yalleya  had  been 
mdupi  irtiewifJwd  been  tunifid  from  tl^eir 
orur&e;  and  terrace  above  terrace,  parterre 
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beyond  partene,  foantains,  grottosy  statuea, 
arcades^  presented  a  scene  somewhat  stiff  and 
formal,  indeed,  but  of  a  gorgeous  and  splendid 
character ;  whilst,  sweeping  round,  as  if  cover- 
ing them  with  a  green  mantle,  came  the  moun- 
tains and  forests  of  the  Neckarthal.  There 
were  lamps  in  many  places,  but  such  artificial 
light  was  little  needed;  for  the  itioon,  within 
a  few  days  of  her  foil,  was  pouring  a  flood  of 
splendour  over  the  scene,  which  showed  even 
minute  objects  around.  So  bright  and  beau- 
tiful was  it,  so  white  was  the  reflection  from 
leaves  and  gravel  walks,  and  the  fi;esh  stone- 
work of  the  giurden,  that,  had  not  the  warm  air 
told  the  presence  of  summer,  Algernon  Grey 
might  have  fimded  that  snow  had  feUen  nnce 
he  entered  the  castle  gates. 

Numerous  groups  of  persons  were  wandering 
hither  and  thither ;  and  the  very  colours  of  their 
clothing  could  be  seen  under  the  beams  of  the 
bright  moon.  Among  the  very  first  of  the  gay 
parties^  which  passed  the  young  Englishman  and 
his  companion,  as  they  walked  alox^  the  upper 
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terrace,  towards  the  broad  flight  of  steps  that 
led  down  iDto  the  lower  garden,  was  hk  gay 
taaid,  WiUiam  Lovet,  walking  with  the  lady 
who  had  been  assigned  as  his  guide  through 
die  nigbtp  Right  merry  they  both  seemed  to 
be;  and  we  may  aa  well  follow  them  fiir  a 
loomeut  or  two,  to  show  the  contrast  between 
Lofet  aad  hia  Miow-tnmlkr. 

*Lofe  and  constancy,^  cried  IiO?e^  with  a 
lau^  just  as  they  passed  Algerooa  Grey,  two 
Aingi^  dear  lady,  peiftctly  ineompatible.  The 
my  eaaence  of  lore  is  in  change;  and  yoa 
know^  in  your  heart,  that  you  feel  it*  It  is  but 
Aat  yoo  widb  to  bind  all  your  datea  to  you  by 
chains  of  iron,  while  yoo  yoonelf  loam  fiee." 

^  Chains  of  brass  would  suit  such  an  impu- 
dent man  aa  yoa  better,"  aaimered  the  lady, 
in  the  same  gay  tone ;  hut  I  can  tell  yoOj  I 
wiB  have  no  lovers  who  will  not  vow  eternal 
CDaatancy." 

vow,"  anaweted  Xioret^  as  moch 

aa  you  hke  ;  I  have  got  a  stock  of  vows,  which, 

Kke  die  fimtttain  of  the  Nilc^  n  iiiezhatiatible 
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and  ever  goes  on  swelling  in  the  summer;  I  'ii 
overflow  with  vows,  if  that  be  all;  I'll  ad- 
jure, protest,  swear,  kneel,  sigh,  weep,  and 
vow  again,  as  much  as  any  true  knight  in 
Christendom.  You  shall  believe  me  as  con- 
stant as  the  moon,  the  sea,  or  the  wind,  or  any 
other  fixed  and  steadfast  thing — ^naj,  the  moon 
is  Liie  best  image,  after  all ;  for  she,  like  me,  is 
constant  in  inconstancy.  Still  hovering  roond 
the  planet  of  her  love,  though  she  changes 
every  hour ;  and  so  will  L     I  will  love  you 

ever  dearly,  though  I  vary  with  each  varying 
day.** 

ft 

**And  love  a  dozen  others  every  day,  '  an- 
swered the  lady,  laughing. 

*^  To  be  sure,"  he  cried ;  mine  is  a  laige 
and  capacious  heart ;  no  narrow  peasant's  crib, 
which  can  contain  but  one.  lie  on  rack 
penury  J  I  would  not  be  such  a  poor  pitifiil 
creature,  as  to  have  room  but  for  one  £ur 
fiiend  in  my  bosom,  for  all  the  riches  of 
Solomon,  that  great  king  of  innumerable 
wives  and  wisdom  super-excellent.    For  me. 
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I  make  it  an  open  profession ;  I  love  the 
whok  sex^  especially  while  they  are  young  and 
pcet^." 

^You  are  laughing  at  me  and  trjing  to 
tew  me,^  exclaimed  the  lady,  piqued  and  yet 
pleased;  "  but  you  cannot  do  it,  and  never  shalL 
You  may  think  yourself  a  very  conquering  per- 
aon;  but  I  set  no  value  on  love  that,  like  a  beg* 
gn^s  gpvmentt  has  fitted  thousands  in  its  day, 
and  must  be  patched  and  ragged." 

^  Good  as  new,  good  as  new  cried  Lovet, 
''without  break  or  flaw.  The  trials  it  has  un- 
deigone  but  prove  its  exceiienee.  Love  is  of 
adamant,  polislied  but  not  broken  by  use.  But 
yon  dare  me,  dear  lady — you  defy  me,  methinks. 
Now  Uiat  is  a  bold  and  courageous  act ;  and  we 
wiB  aee  tbe  result.  No  fertress  so  strong  but 
it  has  aome  weak  point,  and  the  castle  that 
fires  off  its  ordnance  at  the  iirst  sight  of  an 
enemy,  is  generally  very  much  afraid  of  being 
taken  by  surprise.  The  little  traitor  is  busy  at 
your  heart,  even  now,  whispering  that  there  is 
danger ;  for  he  knows  right  well  that  the  best 

o  2 
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means  of  reducing  a  place»  is  to  spread  a  paoie 
in  the  garrison.'^ 

In  the  mean  while,  the  very  name  of  love  bad 
only  been  mentioned  once,  betwera  Agnes  and 
Algernon.  Their  minds  were  busied^  espedoUy 
at  first,  with  aught  else  on  earth*  He  certainly 
thought  her  very  beautiful;  more  beaatifiil, 
perhaps,  than  auj  one  he  had  ever  seen ;  but  it 
was  rather  aa  an  impression  than  a  matter  of 
reflection.  He  &lt  it,  he  could  not  but  feel  it; 
yet  he  did  not  pause  upon  the  idea.  For  her 
part,  neither  did  she  think  of  his  peitKmal 
appearance.  His  countenance  was  one  that 
pleased  her ;  it  seemed  expressive  of  a  noble 
heart  and  a  fine  intellect;  she  would  hafe 
known  him  out  of  all  the  world,  if  she  had  met 
him  years  afterwards  and  had  oniy  seen  him  then 
but  onoe.  Yet,  had  she  been  asked  to  describe 
his  person^  she  could  not  have  tokl  one  ftatova 
of  his  face.  When  they  reached  the  bottom  of 
the  flight  of  Steps,  they  paused  and  looked  up 
to  the  castle,  aa  it  stood  upon  its  rock  abopt^ 
with  the  enormous  masses  and  towers  standing 
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out  dark,  and  irregular  in  the  moonlight  sky ; 
while  the  hilb  swept  in  grand  miety  enrand^ 
and  the  valiey  opened  oat  bejood,  showing  the 
plain  of  the  Khine  flooded  with  uiooulight* 

Hub  isy  indeed,  magnificent  md  bemtifiil,'* 
nid  Algernon  Giey.  *^  I  have  teen  many  landst 
and,  ceriainlj,  never  did  I  think  to  behold  in 
temnote  and  mitnmUed  part,  a  scene  whidi 
e^pes  all  that  I  ever  beheld  before/' 

It  is  very  beautiful/' answered  ^gnes;  "and 
ahboogh  I  have  been  a  tenant  of  that  castle 
nowmany  a  year,  I  find  diat  the  fiur  land  in 
which  it  ilea,  like  ihe  society  of  the  good  and 
bfig^it,  only  gains  by  long  acquaintance.  To 
Joe,  however,  it  has  charms  it  cannot  have  to 
you.  There  dwell  those  I  have  loved  best 
Anogli  life^  them  all  who  have  been  kind  to 
me  in  chikihood:  the  protectors  of  my  inianoy, 
the  Irieiidis  ul  lay  j  uutii.   It  Ims  moie  to  me  tliaa 

the  aeene  and  its  beauties;  and  when  I  gaze  at  die 

SMlle,  or  let  my  eye  run  abqg  the  valley,  I  see 

through  the  whole  the  happy  Lome,  the  pleabaut 

piaos  ef  repose.   Faces  of  firiends  look  ont  at 
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me  from  every  window  and  every  glade,  and 
loved  voices  sound  on  evefj  breeze.  They  aie 
not  manj ;  but  they  are  sweet  to  mj  heart*'* 
"And  I,  too/*  answered  Algernon  Grey, 
though  I  can  see  none  of  these  things  that 
you  can  see,  behold  much  more  than  the  mere 
lines  and  tints.  As  I  entered  the  court  but  an 
hour  or  two  ago,  and  looked  up  at  the  various 
piles  that  crowded  round,  some  in  the  freskness 
of  a  holiday  youth  in  his  best  clothes  sent  home 
from  school,  some  in  the  russet  liveiy  of  age, 
and  some  almost  crumbling  to  their  earth  again, 
I  could  not  but  picture  to  myself  the  many 
scenes  which  those  walls  have  beheld ;  the  lovea, 
the  hopes,  the  pleasures,  the  gne&,  the  disap- 
pointment, the  despair,  the  Iroublous  passions, 
the  calm  domestic  joys  —  even  the  pleasant 
moments  of  dreamy  idleness,  and  the  phantasm- 
formiug  hours  of  twilight — all  that  the  past  has 
seen  upon  this  spot  seemed  to  rise  before  me 
in  tangible  forms,  and  sweep  across  in  long 
procession  with  smiles  aad  tears  alternate  on 
their  cheeks ;  and  all  the  while  the  musicians 
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aider  die  «toiie  canopy,  appeared  in  their  gay 
and  sfint  sUxring  tones  to  read  a  curious 
comment  ou  the  whole." 

^  What  might  their  comment  be  7^  asked  the 
lidy^  gaung  up  in  his  £m6  with  a  look  of  * 
mterest, 

^  They  seemed  to  say/'  he  answered,  Joy 
thou  too^  young  heart !  All  is  transient,  all  are 
shaduws.  Taste  thy  morning  in  its  prime. 
Be  thy  nooDtide  firm  and  strong,  strew  thine 
e?eniiig  path  with  flowers^  embrace  the  right, 
eschew  the  wrong,  and  fear  not  when  the 
coming  boots  shall  gather  thee  to  join  that 
nain  which  sweeps  along.* 

^  Why,  it  is  verse    cried  Agnes,  smiling. 

"Not  quite,"  he  answered,  ''but  so  &ncy 
made  their  sonnda^  words ;  and  the  cadence  of 
the  music  added  a  sort  of  measure.** 

T  was  sweet  coimsel  and  good  of  that  kind 
dame,  Imagiiifltion,"  njoined  the  fiur  gir^  ««and 
jet,  though  the  command  was  to  be  gay,  your 
words,  &ir  sir,  ate  somewhat  sad.*' 

''Let  na  be  gay  then,*  he  replied. 


Digitized  by  Gck  -^n^ 


With  all  mj  heart, '  she  criad:  **but  what 
shall  we  be  gay  aboutP'  * 
''Nay,  M  we  ha?e  to  iearch  for  a  thenar 
better  be  as  we  are,''  answered  the  joimg 
Engliahman,  ^nature  is  ever  best;  tbe  mood  of 
the  xQoment  is  the  only  one  that  is  worth 
havrng,  because  it  is  the  only  one  that  is  true. 
It  will  change  when  it  is  time.  Bat  yoa  ait 
by  nature  gaji  is  it  not  so 

Oh,  yes  1"  she  answered,  am  gay  as 
a  free  InnL  Nay,  good  Dr.  Seuketos,  tike 
court  diaplain^  would  persuade  me  often  I  am 
light — ^but  meLiiinks  uul  that ;  iur  I  have  felt 
many  things  long  and  deeply.'' 

And  amongst  them^  love  T  ad^ed  her  com^ 
panion. 

Ohf  yes  P  feplied  die,  in  a  fink  yet  playfiii 
tone, I  have  loved  deeply  and  truly." 

Algernon  Grey  was  silent  fox  a  moment. 
Eb  would  liave  given  much  to  bam  asksd, 
^  Whom?"  but  ha  did  not  venture^  and  the 
next  instant  the  beautiful  girl  went  on  in  a  tone 
that  reproved  him  fisr  the  <piestiaii  lie  had  put 
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''I htm  hmi mj pmaaU/^Ammd,  ^deeply 
mi  well'  'tfaongili  one  of  them  I  cannot  re* 
member — 1  ba¥e  ioyed  my  friends  — - 1  do  love 
wj  prmeeMu'* 

'^b  nas  nol  of  floch  km  I  ipoke»''  be 
answered*  gazing  down  at  her  eameatlj, 

^Tl^n,  I  know  no  othar/'  abe  replied*  ^*do 
jmr 

Oh*  yefi*  many*''  he  aaid*  laughing ;  there 
ii»  warmer,  a  more  sparUing,  I  might  aUnoat 
eiB  a  fiercer  kind  of  love,  which  eveiy  man, 
"wbo  haa  mingied  a  good  deal  in  the  world* 
most  have  seen  in  its  effects*  if  be  have  not  ex- 
perienced il  in  his  peraon^Bot  I  am  not  in  a 
ooQles»onid*"  continued  he;  and  so  I  shall 
say  no  more.** 

^And  yet  yoo  would  pot  me  in  one^"  Ae 
answered  g^y;  '^but  certainly  when  i  go 
there*  I  wiU  haTe  a  more  reverend  &tfaer^n* 
teer;  Ibr  melhinkm  yon  are  given  to  asking 
^pcstiooa*  which  1  may  not  be  inclined  to 


Sfifwer." 


Her  eompeiiifln  panaed  ill  nmiKtationdi 
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a  moment  or  two ;  for  her  words  raised  a  certain 
degree  of  doabt  in  his  mind,  as  to  whether  she 
belonged  to  the  Protestant  or  to  the  CathoUc 
party,  wlio,  at  the  time  I  write  of,  lived  to- 
gether in  the  yarioiu  towns  of  Germany,  rather 
enduring  than  tolerating  each  other*  It  seemed 
a  night  of  firankness,  however,  when  questions 
might  be  easily  asked,  which  woold  be  imperti- 
nent at  a  gnver  and  more  resenred  moment ; 
and  he  demanded,  at  length,  in  a  light  tone : 
*'Pray,  tell  me,  before  I  say  move,  are  you  one 
of  those  who  condemn  all  Protestants  to  fire 
and  faggot  here  and  in  the  other  world,  or  of 
thoee  who  think  the  power  of  the  Pope  an 
intolerable  burden  and  the  doctrines  of  that 
church  heretical?' 

^OK  I  understand  you,*  she  said,  after  ft 
moment's  thought;  ''you  would  ask  of  what 
religion  I  am,  and  laugh  a  little  at  both,  to  put 
your  question  in  a  ferm  not  undiril  to  either. 
But  if  yon  needs  must  know,  I  will  tell  you 
thus  much — I  was  bom  a  Protestant*" 

^Bam  a  piolestantr  Algernon  Giej  ex- 
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daiioed;  ''that  aeems  to  me  a  new  way  of 

Ucoming  one.** 

^Nay,  I  don't  know,''  sho  answered; 
beliere  it  is  the  way  one^half  the  world  reoeiYe 
their  religion,  whatever  it  may  be." 

''BighVheaaid/'rightl  Ton  are  right,  and 
I  was  inong-4ot  only  their  religion,  bat  half 
their  views.  You  were  born  a  Protestant,  and 
>o  m  I|  bat  I  most  say,  happy  aie  those 
whose  leaaon,  when  it  becomes  mature,  con^ 
finofi  the  principles  they  have  received  in  their 
yoDth.  So  it  has  been  with  me ;  and,  I  trust, 
with  yon  also." 

«^iSayj  I  do  not  know  that  my  reason  is 
Mtinei* replied  the  lady,  with  a  smile:  ^bat 
evetythiDg  I  have  thought  and  read  leads  me  to 
tumk  that  I  cannot  be  wroog.  It  seems  to  me 
dist  the  rdigiont  which  was  taught  to  fishermen 
bjr  its  Divine  anther,  to  be  preached  to  all  the 
World,  may  be  well  readj  and  studied  unadorned, 
bj  ihe  desoendanta  of  the  woild  that  then  er- 
iifeBd:  it  aeema^  to  me^  that  if  priests  maixied 
liiey  were  as  likely  to  be  as  good  priests^ 
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and  better  men ;  it  seeme  to  me,  that  vheii  oar 

religion  teaches  to  confess  our  faults  one  ta 

another^  there  was  do  thought  of  settiag  apai  t 

a  partieukr  order  of  men  to  be  the  reglstram  dF 
ail  our  wickedness^  but  rather  to  coizect  that 
stubborn  pride  which  hardens  us  in  evil,  by 
indocmg  ua  to  deny  our  goUt.  Moraover^  I 
think  that  the  habit  of  bowing  down  beibcn 
pieces  of  stone  aod  wood,  of  prajing  to  sinuers 
like  ounwlTes  when  they  are  dead,  and  of  kiai- 
lag  solemnly  a  piece  of  ivory  on  a  cross,  is  some* 
thing  very  like  idolatry. — But  I  know  litde  of  all 
these  things.  I  read  the  Bible,  and  am  con» 
vinoed  myself;  and  yet  I  cannot  make  np  my 
mind  to  think  that  good  men,  mth  faith  in 
8  Saifioor,  will  perish  etefnaHy  becanse  they 
jodge  diflRnently.  Now  you  hare  won  from  me 
an  account  of  my  faith;  but  pray  do  not  tell  any 
one ;  Ibr  half  onr  dergy  wonU  tbii^  I  was  part 
papist^  and  the  other  half  part  MU^ 

You  have  thought  of  these  things  deeply,  at 
a&  events,"  replied  Algernon  Grey,  ^  and  thnt 
ia  eomethinf^  where  eo  fkw  flunk  at  alL^ 
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^Obf  one  emimot  help  tbinking  of  these 
thioff  here,  where  one  hears  Uttle  else  from 
■omiDg  till  night;  hot  I  have  thought  of 
iheoi,  too^  fear  other  reasons,*'  she  said  more 
gravely.  *^  One  has  need  of  consoktions  in 
thb  imldi  at  times.  There  is  bat  one  troe 
touiee  from  which  thejr  flow ;  and  before  we 
dimk  at  that  source,  it  ia  needful  to  ascertain  if 
die  stream  be  pure.  Still  we  are  very  gra^e,^ 
shecQotiiiiied:  Heaven  help  usl  if  they  did 
bat  kuow  in  yon  gay  saloons  ot  wliat  we  two 
heie  are  talking  in  the  gardens,  they  would 
spen  their  i^et  with  wonder,  and  perhaps 
ibeir  lips  with  laughter.** 

^  Wdl,  then,  we  win  diaoge  our  tone,**  con« 
lioMd  Algernon  Grey;  *^come»  let  us  range 
aloog  thot$e  higher  terraces,  where  I  see  a 
long  line  of  aidbes,  tall^  and  slim,  and  one 
beyond  another,  like  the  fragment  of  a  Boman 
sqoeduct  striding  across  the  valley." 

''GhKlly>"  she  answered;  ''the  air  will  be 
eooier  there,  fisr  it  is  hi^er;  and  we  shall 
We  it  all  to  ourselves ;  Ibr  the  gay  world  of 
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the  court  will  linger  down  here  till  the  tmmpets 
sound  to  supper.  I  lore  the  high  free  air 
and  solitude.  One  draws  a  finer  breath  upon 
the  mountainsy  and  I  often  wish  I  were,  an 
eagle  to  soar  above  their  ja^ed  tops  and  drink 
the  breath  oi  heaven  itself.  But  here  comes  your 
gay  companion,  and  the  fisdr  lady  of  Laussits/' 

^  Who  may  she  be?^  inquired  the  young 
Englishman.  * 

^'Ayery  pretty  lady,  somewhat  gay,**  replied 
his  companion ;  *^  but  you  must  foigive  me^  my 
good  captive,  if  I  tell  you  nought  of  the  ladies 
of  this  court.  In  truth,  I  know  very  litde ;  for 
1  hear  much  that  I  do  not  believe,  much  that  I 
cannot  be  sure  of;  and,  though  I  see  some- 
times what  I  would  not  see,  yet  I  would 
fidn  judge  all  charitably,  and  put  no  harsh  con- 
structioD  on  other  people's  acts." 

As  she  spoke  Lovet  and  the  fidr  countess 

psssed  at  some  little  distance ;  and  certainly,  to 

all  appearance,  he  bad  made  some  progress  to 
intimacy  in  a  marvellous  short  space  of  time.  She 

might  be  iatigued,  it  is  true — it  might  be  but  an 
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idle  iiabit  she  hadgained;  but  stilly  the  arm  that 

was  passed  through  his  let  the  fair  haod  drop 
tin  it  met  ber  left  haiid^  which  she  had  nuaed, 
and  the  lonnd  but  taper  fiDgeis  of  either  were  in- 
tertwined together.  The  head,  shghdy  ioclined 
am  the  left  shoulder,  drooped  somewhat  for- 
wndf  as  if  the  eyes  were  cast  upon  the  ground, 
while  the  ear  was  raised  to  catch  his  words. 
Hiere  was  a  languor  in  her  figure  and  in 
her  air,  an  iU-assored  step,  a  certain  feebleness, 
as  if  some  powers  ai  mind  or  body  were  iailing. 
It  was  his  voice  spoke  as  thej  passed.  "  Nay, 
nonsense,"  he  said;  ''these  are  all  idle  no- 
thingi,  bugbears  set  up  to  make  the  grown 
chUdrcQ  of  the  world  good  boys.  Come,  fair 
one,  come ;  do  not  assume  a  pettish  anger  that 
jon  do  not  feel.  Love  was  made  for  such 
a  heart  as  yours,  and  such  an  hour  for  love,** 

and,  bending  down  his  head,  he  added  some- 
what more. 

"  Uow  dare  you,"  said  the  lady  in  a  low 
feke,  ''on  mj  life,  yon  m  too  bold;  I  will 
ittve  joQ,  I  will,  indeed*" 
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Bat  the  did  not  leave  him ;  and^  fix  more 
than  an  hour  afterwardsj  they  might  be  seen 
wandering  aboot  those  gatdens^  arm  in  ara^ 
aftctii^  eoUtaiy  plaoes. 

It  is  strange  bow  often  good  and  evil  take 
nearly  the  woe  fivrms— how  that  which  is 
bright  and  pore  seeks  the  same  scenes  with 
ail  that  is  most  opposite^  but  linds  a  different 
treasure  there ;  as  the  bee  will  draw  honey 
from  the  aconite,  whence  others  will  extract 
the  deadly  poison.  In  the  bland  innooence  of 
her  heart,  the  bright  being  by  Algernon  Grey's 
side  led  him  on  to  the  most  lonely  parts  of  the 
gsrdenj  wandered  with  him  where  there  was 
no  eye  to  watch  them;  and,  mounting  one 
high  fli|^  of  steps  after  another,  passed  aloqg 
tlie  whole  extent  of  that  gjcmd  terrace,  raised 
upon  its  stupendous  arches,  the  encumbered 
remains  of  which  msj  still  be  seen  overhanging 
the  valley  of  the  Keckar.  But  ther^  at  the 
verge,  they  paused^  gazing  forth  on  the  moon- 
li^t  scene  aroond;  maricing  the  manifold 
gradations  of  the  shadow  and  the  %ht»  as 
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tuos  after  mass  of  wood  and  casde,  mountain 
and  Totk,  ci^  and  plain,  faded  off  into  one 
gentle  line  of  grej  mingled  with  gold.  A 
dKmsand  were  the  images  called  up  in  the 
minds  of  each,  by  the  objects  that  their  eyea 
beiield ;  a  thousand  were  the  associations  and 
die  alhiaiona  to  which  they  gave  birth.  Wide 
and  erratic  aa  is  ever  the  courae  of  iancy^ 
soanng  into  the  heights  of  the  highest  heaven, 
and  plunging  Into  the  deepest  depths  below^ 
never^  perhaps,  had  her  wing  seemed  more 
n&liring,  more  wild  and  eccentric,  than  with 
diose  two  yoong  hearts  on  that  erentAil  night 
— erentfid  in  every  way  to  themselves,  to 
those  around  them,  to  Europe,  to  the  world, 
to  the  march  of  society,  to  the  enlightenment 
of  the  mind,  to  the  eternal  destinies  of 

all  man's  race« 

To  what  fundamental  changes,  in  everything 
that  affects  man's  best  interests,  did  not  that 
nineteenth  of  August  give  rise ! 

The  destiny  that  himg  above  them,  wiih- 
oat  their  knowing  it,  seemed  to  have  some 
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mysterious  influence  upon  the  minds  and 
characters  of  both.  Hie  barrier  of  cold  for- 
malitj  was  broken  down  between  them ;  each 
poured  fortli  die  ihoughls  of  the  bosom  as  to 
an  old  fiuniliar  friend.  Agnes  felt  herself 
irresistibly  impelled — carried  away,  she  knew 
not  Low  or  why — to  speak  to  her  companion 
as  she  had  never  spoken  to  man  befoM*  Siie 
fiincied  it  was,  that  she  had,  for  the  first  time^ 
found  a  spirit  congenial  to  her  own;  and 
certain  it  is,  that  there  is  a  magic  in  the 
fint  touch  of  sympathy,  which  awakens  sleep- 
ing  powers  in  the  heart,  developes  undi^ 
covered  stores  of  thonght  and  feefin^  and 
brings  to  light  the  bright  things  of  the  aoiil. 
But  surely  there  was  something  more  in  it 
than  this.  Upon  that  hoar,  upon  that  moment 
hong  the  destinies  of  each;  though  neither 
had  one  thought  that  such  could  be  the  case, 
though  of  all  things  it  seemed  the  most  hof^* 
probable,  though  he  was  a  wandering  strai^iary 
puiposmg  but  to  stop  a  few  days  in  the  place  ; 
and  she  seemed  filed  down  to  it  and  its  aa- 
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matioils  far  life.    Tet  m  it  wis;  and  had 
augbt  beea  diitereot  between  them;  hod  she 
remaiued  in  the  mere  timidity  of  the  young 
girl,  or  in  the  cold  comleBy  of  new  acqaainU 
anoe ;  had  he  maintained  the  usual  proud  and 
lohy  air  which  he  assumed  in  general  with 
women,  liow  different  would  have  been  tfieir 
fiite  duoogh  life  i    The  varied  scenes  through 
which  they  were  to  pass,  the  distant  lands 
wfaidi  tbey  were  destined  to  visit,  wonkl  never 
have  beiield  tbm  together;  and  that  night 
would  have  beea  but  a  pleasant  dream^  to  be 
leodlected  amidst  the  dull  realities  of  life. 

It  was  otherwise,  however.  She  was  so 
young,  so  gentle,  so  bright,  so  beautiful,  that 
her  society  acted  as  a  diann,  waking  him  fiom 
aaort  of  dull  and  heavy  torpor  which  had  been 
cast  over  his  heart  by  an  event  that  had 
tsben  place  in  bis  boyfaood^-a  connteMpell, 
which  dissipBled  one  that  bad-  diained  up  the 
current  of  his  youthful  blood  in  cold  and  icy 
bends.  He  gave  way  to  all  be  Mt,  to  all  the 
phaeufe  of  liw  moment    IlMir  ocnvenation 
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fieed  itself  from  all  ceremonious  shackles;  botb 

seemed  to  feel  that  the;  could  trust  full;  iu  each 
other^  and  spoke,  as  feeling  dictated,  with  no 
reserve  and  no  misunderstanding.  The  fli^it 
of  thought  became  gayer,  too,  naturally  and 
easily  ;  and  as  Agnes  gave  way  to  the  high  and 
buoyant  spirit  of  youth,  her  young  fancies 
soared  and  twinkied,  like  the  wings  of  a  lark 
in  the  sunsliiDe;  while  Algernon  Grey,  with  a 
firmer  and  more  steady  flight,  seemed  like  a 
-qpirit  beside  her  spirit,  guiding  her  on,  higher 
and  higher,  into  the  world  of  space  open  to  the 
human  mind. 

Suddenly,  as  they  thus  rambled  on  together, 
through  the  remote  parts  of  the  gardens,  the; 
heard  the  sounds  of  distant  trumpets,  blowing 
dear  and  loud ;  and  Agnes,  with  a  start,  turned 
to  her  ccmpanion,  saying :  That  is  the  call  to 
supper.  Our  evening  is  coming  to  an  end ;  do 
not  think  me  too  strange  and  free,  if  I  say  that 
I  am  sorry  for  it." 

Nay,"  answered  he,  ^  why  should  I  think 
you  so,  when  I,  with  fiu:  more  canse^  £mI  the 
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iune  most  deeply.  We  may,  perlu^  never 
meet  agun»  £ur  lady ;  but  I  shall  always  remem* 

l>er  this  night  uae  uadimrned  in  its  brightness, 
wtthoot  a  spot  to  chequer  it,  without  a  ahade,  or 
a  regret.  I  do  think  you  iree  aod  at  ease ;  more 
so,  perhaps,  thaa  I  ej^pectedt  more  so  than 
many  would  hare  been,  older  in  the  world's 
vajs  than  yourself — but  not  too  free ;  and  I 
can  well  conceive  that  the  long  sojourn  iu  a 

eoort  like  this  has  removed  all  cold  restraint 
fiom  your  manner." 

^'Oh,  ao/'  she  said,  **it  is  aot  that!  I  never 
ming^  with  the  coort  when  I  can  help  it.  The 
ease  I  have  shown  to-night  has  depended^  partly 
ou  my  be  If,  partly  on  you. ' 

'^Let  me  hear  more,"  he  answered;  **Ido 
not  dearly  understand  you." 

••Well,  then, '  she  said,  I  am  habitually  free 
and  at  ease ;  becaose  I  am  sure  of  myself-* 
becBQse  I  &el  that  I  never  mean  wrong ;  and 
do  not  know  that  I  have  any  thoughts  I  could 
wiih  to  coDceaL  Let  those  who  donbt  them- 
sshres  fiear  to  show  their  heart  as  it  is;  thanks 
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to  vise  fn6iidi  and  cawfiil  giiiidftiic€|»  nuiiB  luui 
UQ  part  that  maj  not  be  open*  Tbaziy  aa  ta 
your  share :  you  have  treated  me  in  a  manner 
different  firom  that  which  most  men  would 
assume  to  most  women.  I  could  scarcely  lay 
my  finger  upon  one  oi  all  that  court,  who, 
tent  with  me,  like  yon,  throughout  tUa  lugbb 
would  not  have  tried  to  pleaae  my  ear  with 
tales  of  love  and  praises  of  my  beauty,  longi 
siupid,  and  insignificant  as  a  cricket  on  the 
hearth.  Had  you  done  so,  my  manner  might 
have  been  very  different." 

Her  companion  did  not  reply  tar  a  momcot 
or  two ;  but  then  saic^  with  a  smile ;  "It  aeeraa 
to  roe  that  there  must  be  something  both  vain 
and  insulting  in  supposing  that  a  woman  will 
willingly  listen  to  tales  of  love  fimn  a  man  who 
has  known  her  but  a  few  hom^ — he  must  think 
her  Tery  light  and  himself  very  captivating.'' 

''We  poor  women,"  she  answered,  ^'era 
bound  to  gratitude  towards  your  sex,  even  for 
fbrbeaTanoe;  and  therefore,  it  isi  I  thank  you 
fiir  not  having  held  me  so  lightly.'' 
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'  I  am  fiff  1MM  ibBa  rnpM,**  lie  rejoiiied»  m 
sfae  guided  him  down  tbe  adept  into  the  ioww 

l^ffdeoy  sajiog  that  thej  mint  haaten  ox^  aad 
tiMiwaa  the  aboorteat  way. 
tmmag  loand  under  the  high  beoka  farmed 

by  the  caating  down  of  a  great  part  of  the  hill, 
ciDed  the  Frieaanberg^  they  had  cixMaed  one 
balf  of  the  gaidena  and  weie  walking  on  at 

a  where  the  shadow  of  one  of  the  great 
toecn  fell  deep  upon  the  green  torf,  when 
nddenly  a  tall  fignre  aeemed  to  riae  out  of  the 
earth  cloae  beside  them^  passed  them,  and  disap- 
peared. For  an  instant  the  lady  clung  to  her 
companion'a  arm  aa  if  in  tenor;  bnt  then,  the 
i&ament  a&er,  she  laughed  gaily,  saying :  This 
place  lias  bo  many  superstitious  legends  attached 
to  it  that  they  ding  to  one's  &ncy  whether 
one  wiii  or  not*  If  I  ever  see  you  again,  I  will 
tell  you  oue  about  this  very  bpot^  but  we  have 
not  time  now;  for  in  ten  minntea  after  that 
munpet-aoond,  the  Elector  will  be  at  table." 

We  will  not  go  un  to  vi^jit  the  banquet  that 
ftOowed,  to  contemplate  ita  aplendonr,  or  criti- 
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dse  the  ceremonies  diere  obeervecL  It  were  a& 
easy  matter  to  describe  it,  for  we  have  maxkj  a 
dull  relation  of  many  a  gay  feast  of  the  time ; 
but,  in  this  work,  I  have  not  in  view  to  paint 
the  mere  customs  and  manners  of  the  ag^ 
except  incidentallyj  but  rather  to  show  man's 
heart  and  ftelings  undi^goised,  and  exhibit 
their  tme  proportions,  stripped  of  a  gandy 
but  disfiguring  robe  of  ceremony. 
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CHAPTEU  IV. 


How  often  an  aeliing  head  or  an  aehiog 
heart  is  the  follower  of  a  night  liJ^e  that  of 
the  nineteenth  of  August^  those  who  have  much 
BDDf^  with,  or  much  watched,  the  world  well 
imow*  in  tiie  commerce  of  h£9  we  are  too  i^t 
to  reverse  the  usual  course  of  all  reasonable 
tnAe,  and  pnidiaae  with  short  present  pleasure 
a  vase  aoDoont  of  future  grief  and  care*  The 
batgain  is  a  bad  one,  but  made  every  day ;  and 
eieii  at  the  table,  in  the  ball-rooni,  andin  many 
Another  soene^  this  same  lonng  trade  is  going  00, 
^itk  the  bitter  day  of  reckoning  on  the  morrow* 
How  is  it  with  Algernon  Grey,  as  be  sits 
tfiste  in  the  large  glomny  chamber^  with  his 
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head  leaning  on  his  hand,  his  eyes  garing 
vacantly  forth  through  the  xuurrow  window? 
The  servants  come  and  go  ;  and  he  notices  ihem 
not.  The  table  is  laid  for  breakfieut,  hot  the 
meal  remains  untasted.  Busy  sounds  rise  up 
from  without  and  float  through  the  half  opea 
casement;  the  gay  and  cheering  langh,  the 
light  song,  the  chattered  conversation,  the  ciy 
of  the  vender  of  earl^  grapes,  the  grating  noise 
of  wheels  or  tihat  of  bones'  fte^  and  throogh  the 
whole  a  lively  huoi,  andiatiiici  bot  meiry  to  the 
ear.  Nevertheless^  he  hears  not  a  sound*  buried 
m  the  deep  tfaoaff^ts  of  his  own  heait. 

Is  it  that  the  brow  ia  aching?  or  that  langMT 
and  feverish  heat  reiga  in  those  strong  and 
graoeflilliiiibs?  (^no.  The  whole  fiame  i» 
free  ftom  paift;  fiesh*  vjgoion^  and  fit  far 
instant  action.  la  there  any  word*  spoken  the 
night  befi»e|  any  deed  done,  lliat  he  weeM 
xeeall,  yet  cannot?  Not  ae.  He  baa  MOghl 
to  raproadi  himself  with;  conscience  has  no 
aceinHpg  voice. 

What  18  it  then?  He  coouauiMe  with  hia 
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am  beart;  and  a  dack  oYenhadawiog  dood 
comes  between  him  aad  the  sua  of  happiness. 
It  it  a  fhadbw  Ihm  the  past ;  but  it  extends 
«ver  all  tbe  pceaentt  and  fiur  and  vague  into  the 
tenia. 

Tha  Boa  tiling  that  lonsad  him^  waa  the  eiH 
tnaiea  of  his  guj  finrad»  WilKam  Love^  who 
Ciuue  to  share  the  meal  with  him.  Neverthe* 
kaii  Algernon  did  not  pemive  hia  approach, 
tin  be  van  dbaa  to  hin^  and  laid  his  hand  upon 
his  shoulder,  saving ; — 

Heaven  and  aarth,  Algernon  t  what  has 
Mde  than  ao  mMdy^man?  Thnre  moat  bo 
aoBiethiDg  iu  the  air  of  this  tool  citj,  that — with 
andb  a  bright  vision  as  that  of  kst  ni^t  to 
ghdden  yoor  waj— one  stain  of  cava  sbonld 
be  tound  upon  your  brow," 

Bb  fiinnd  roused  himself  inatandy,  and  an>- 
swsml  gsilys  thon|^  not  without  an  effort:  ^  I 
muit  think  sometimes^  WiUiam;  it  is  a  part  of  my 
naloia.  One  little  drop  of  thought  fall  into  my 
ckf  whan  it  waa  kneading*  Thank  your  ataii 
that  none  such  entered  into  your  compQ8itioa«-^ 


108 


UMSDEuasam. 


But  let  us  to  break&sty  my  appetite  tells  me  that 
the  hour  has  somewhat  passed." 

^Appetite/'  cried  Lovet,  taking  liis  seat; 
^  tell  not  the  bright-eyed  Agnes  of  your  having 
so  coarse  and  vulgar  a  thing*  She  will  think 
your  loye  iorswom  and  all  your  fidelity  false 
and  fickle^  if  you  do  more  than  eat  one  slice  out 
of  that  partridge  bieasty  or  druik  aught  butsoor 
&henish  throughout  the  day.  But  seriouslyt 
and  upon  my  life,  with  solemn  earnestness,  I  do 
declare^  never  was  such  a  glorious  chance  as 
has  £EtUen  to  the  lot  of  each  of  us.  Had  we 
culled  the  whole  court,  I  fancj,  we  could  have 
fimnd  nought  more  chamnng;  and  we  mnat 
stay  here  at  least  a  month,  to  profit  by  i>aaie 
Fortune's  favours.** 

A  very  sweet  companion  I  had,**  answered 
Algernon  Grey^  coldly ;  but  no  vows  did  I 
make,  no  fidelity  did  I  swear,  my  good  friend*'* 
Heaven  and  earth  1"  cried  Lovet,  "  did  one 
ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  man  travelling 
with  another  upon  equal  terms,  and  yet  leaving 
him  all  the  hard  work  to  do?   Swear!  why  I 
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Mrore  till  my  joints  ached  and  my  teeth  were 
ndiy  damaged;  and  as  to  tows,  two  Dutch 
barks,  broad  in  the  bow,  broad  in  the  stern^ 
and  deep  enough  in  the  hold  to  hide  ten 
Dutchmen  upon  an  elephant  would  not  hold 
one-half  of  the  cargo  that  I  landed  safely  at 
yon  lady's  feet  last  night.  Let  me  see,  what  is 
her  name  ?  I  have  it  somewhere,  written  from 
her  own  sweet  lips — Countess  of  Laussitz  I — 
Matilda,  loo,  by  the  mark !  A  good  name,  a 
manreiloas  good  name,  is  it  not,  Algernon? 
Musicait  pretty,  aofl,  soothing,  loveable.  But 
ncrer  go  anywhere  without  tablets !  See  what 
KTvice  mine  hove  been  to  me  I  Many  a  fiur 
prospect  is  spoiled  by  a  mistake  in  the  name. 
Call  Matilda  Joan,  or  Louisa  Deborah,  and 
yon  are  rained  for  ever; — Matilda,  Countese 
of  Lansaita !  Charming  I  Sweet !  Bless  her  soft 
eyes  and  her  sweet  lips ;  they  are  worth  the 
bast  diamond  in  the  Mogul's  torban.  And  so 
yoQ  positively  did  not  swear  fidelity,  nor  vow 
vows  ?  The  lady  must  have  thought  you  mar- 
raUoosly  stu^Hd." 
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While  he  had  beeo  speaking  he  had  not 
fiuled  to  do  justice  to  the  good  thingB  on  the 
tablet  Nor  had  Algeraon  Grey  ahowo  any 
lack  of  appetite,  applying  iiiaiseli  more  stoutly 
to  eat  his  breakfiut  than  to  answer  his  com>- 
panion's  light  raillery.  At  length,  however,  be 
readied :  She  did  not  seem  to  think  so ;  ok^ 
perhaps,  she  was  too  cooiteons  to  express  it; 
but,  at  all  erentB^  my  evening  ^ent  with  her 
was  a  very  pleasant  one,  though  neither  love^ 
nor  vows,  nor  sighing,  had  any  share  thevsin*'* 

**And  yet,  methinks,  yoa  went  into  very 
sighing  places"  answered  Lovet,  latching; 
^  yon  aflfected  the  groves  and  solitary  tenreees^ 
as  well  as  otheii,  whom  you  wot  of ;  and  thatt 
linked  arm  in  arm,  with  eyes  east  down  and 
sweet  low  voices,  if  something  warmer  tium  • 
ptologoe  to  a  mystery,  or  a  deaeant  oa  dim 
moon,  did  not  enter  into  your  gentle  com- 
munion, methinks  you  must  have  been  wwse 
dian  Hecla(  finr,  thoo^  it  be  all  icc^  they  aay» 
yet  there  is  fire  at  the  heart ;  and  that  girl's 
e^es  and  lips  were  enough  to  set  any  one's 
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Hood  in  a  flame,  enn  if  it  wen  natunUy  cold 
m  a  toad^*   Gome,  oome,  Aigemon,  no  fodi 

reserve  between  ;  let  us  speak  freely  of  our 
loves,  and  we  may  help  aacfa  odier." 

**  On  my  life!  WilUam>  I  have  none  to  speak 
Q^*  auswered  his  coQ^paaion,  warmly*  Yoa 
may  make  love  to  whom  you  like,  for  juu  are 
ifee;  bat  with  me  it  ia Tery  diflbrent." 

Nonsensei  '  exclaimed  the  other ;  the 
drcamatances  are  the  same  in  both  cases,  only 
tbe  porifkm  ia  ravened.  If  I  am  fiee,  die  is 
laanied ;  did  you  not  see  her  husband  there  f 
— a  fat,  white-faced  man^  not  so  high  as  a 
nasqnetoon.  Bat  what  is  that  to  me  f  The 
io?e  <rf'  a  month  does  not  trouble  itself  about 
Batrimony ;  and  my  great  grandmother's 
niclied  raff  i%  of  aU  thingSy  the  miMem  thai 
I  hate for  she  dared  not  even  kiss  her  daugh- 
ter lor  fear  of  its  crumpling.  Why  should  you 
heed,  eitiier?  A  litde  pardonable  polygamy 
is  an  excellent  good  receipt  for  keeping  the 
la^te  fresh  by  consLaat  variety.    Heaven  help 

ml  if  dl  mj  wtvea  weie  connted  thioughoot 
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the  cides  of  ctTiUced  Europe,  I  fear  I  ahould 
have  to  traoster  me  to  Turkey*  and  lodge  next 
door  to  the  Sublime  Porte." 

Algernon  Grey  smiled,  whether  he  would  or 
not*  at  his  friend's  account  of  himself  but  still 
he  answered  seriously  :  "  The  case  is  this* 
William ;  whatever  I  may  judge  I  have  a  right 
to  do  myself;  there  is  one  thing*  I  am  sure*  I 
have  no  right  to  do,  which  is,  to  make  a  youog, 
gay,  happy  heart,  unhappy^  sad,  and  dd***— ay,  I 
say  old;  for  the  touch  of  disappointed  love  is 
as  withering  as  the  hand  of  Time.  No*  no*  I 
have  no  right  to  do  that  I" 

Good  faith !  you  are  most  scrupulously 
wrong,  my  noble  cousin,"  answered  Lovet^ 
^  and  do  injustice  both  to  yonnelf  and  otheta. 
Man*  and  woman  too*  were  bom  for  pleasure  i 
changing,  varying*  at  each  step  we  take.  It  is 
a  sort  of  duty  in  my  eyes  to  give  every  hmaii 
being  brought  in  contact  with  me  whatever  joj 
I  can  afford  them ;  and  I  should  as  much  think 
of  refiisbg  a  poor  feUowa  good  dinner*  far  fear 
he  should  not  have  one  to-morrow^  as  feil  to 
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loake  love  to  a  prettj  lady  wiio  expecte  it »  be- 
ctase  I  oomot  go  on  loving  her  all  my  lib. 
ETerjr  woman  luui  a  pleasure  in  being  made 
love  toy  aaU  1  saj^  Out  upon  the  uiggard  wiio 
win  not  give  her  a  share  of  it  when  he  has  the 
qiportoniiy*  Every  man  to  iuiowniriiim»  how- 
evco:^  ior,  after  all*  tbeae  are  nought  but  wluois, 
or  the  effects  of  a  most  pragmatical  education, 
fiat  ibilow  yonr  own  oonxae,  follow  your  own 
comt^  md  go  on  picking  the  bare  bone  of  a 
foy  musty  morality,  fancying  it  all  the  while 
veaiion  and  capon.    Perhaps,  after  all,  yon 
are  nought  but  a  true  and  devoted  knight 
sod  lover ;  and  the  thought  of  the  rare  beauty 
joa  kit  four  or  five  years  ago  in  England,  like  ' 
a  certam  composition  of  aait  and  nitre  in  a 
{Nckliug-pan,  may  be  preserving  you,  uncor- 
mpted  as  a  neat^a  tongue,  sound  and  safe,  bnt 
ssmewhat  hard  and  shrivelled  withal.  Well, 
she  is  a  glorious  creature,  it  must  be  confessed; 
aad  I,  being  your  ootasin  and  hen  too,  may 
wttme  to  confess,  without  suspicion  of  flattery, 
that  rarely  have  I  seen  beauty  equal  to  hers. 

VOL.  I.  X 
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The  bud  has  burst  into  the  ro&e  since  you  led 
it,  and  though  there  may  be  a  thorn  or  two, 
the  flower  is  well  worth  gatheriDg.** 

Algernon  Grey  mused  and  answered  in  a 
thooghtfiil  tone,  as  if  arguing  with  himself. 

Taste  is  a  strange  thing,**  he  said,  marvel- 
lously strange !  Who  can  give  reason  for  his 
liking  and  dislikings  ? — and  yet  there  most  be 
some  coone  of  reasming  below  them  alL  Or 
is  it  instinct,  William,  that  teaches  us  instantly 
to  appreciate  and  seek  that  which  is  suitable 
to  omfselves?  There  are  several  kinds  of 
beauty — 

^  True,  noble  cousin,"  answered  Lovet,  in  a 
'  bantering  tone. 

*^  Ay,  but  two  very  distinct  classes  into  « 
which  all  minor  differences  perhaps  may  be 
arranged,"  his  friend  continued. 

^^Perimps  80,^  rejoined  the  other;  ^Met  ua 
hear  more  of  the  two  ranks/* 

Why  there  is  first,'*'  replied  Algernon  Grey> 

that  sort  of  beauty  which  dazzles  and  sur- 
prises— brilliant  and  commanding,  I  think  men 
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caU  it — the  bokl  firm  eje,  the  Judo  irown^  the 
look  of  fiery  passion,  sparkling  as  a  diamond 
but  as  bard,  bright  as  a  sword  but  oftentimes 
as  ready  to  wouud.  With  me  it  alarms  rather 
fiian  attracts,  rouses  to  redstance  instead  of 
Bobdning.*' 

Go  on,*^  said  Lovet,  in  a  quiet  but  meaning 
tone^  **  I  understand'* 

*^Then  there  is  the  other  sort,"  his  friend 
continued,  "  that  which  wins  rather  than 
tfiomphs;  the  gentle,  the  gay,  more  than  the 
leen  and  bright;  yielding  tO|  rather  than 
demanding  love ;  the  trusting,  the  confiding 
k)ok,  instead  of  the  ruling  and  commanding ; 
the  lip  where  smiles  seem  to  find  their  natiTO 
home;  the  soft  half-shaded  eye  full  of  veiled 
^ht,  speaking  at  times  the  sportiveness  of 
innocent  thought,  under  which  may  lie,  con- 
cealed against  the  time  of  need,  higher  and 
stronger  powers  of  heart  and  mind.** 

Lovet  had  become  grnver  as  his  companion 
went  on ;  and  when  he  ended,  replied  with 
some  warmth,  '^Ay^  indeed,  such  beauty  as 

I  2 


Digitized  by  Gck  -^n^ 


* 


116  HBIPBLBRBQ, 

that  might  well  win  love  for  life,  and  he  would 
be  a  fool  who  found  it  and  let  any  idle 
obstacle  prevent  bis  purchase  of  so  rare  a 
jewel ;  but  it  is  a  dream  of  your  fimcy,  AI« 
gemon.  Imagination  has  laid  on  those  delicate 
coloursj  and  you  will  never  see  the  original 
of  the  portrait*  Each  man  has  in  his  own 
heart  his  own  image  of  perfeotion»  always 
sought  for  but  rarely  found.  Hl  once  he  meets 
it,  let  him  beware  how  it  escapes  him.  He 
will  never  see  its  like  again,  I  am  no  enthu- 
siast, as  you  well  know — X  have  seen  too  much 
of  life ;  but  here«-4dl  levity  as  you  think  me-r 
did  I  find  once  the  cveature  that  fimqr  early 
drew  as  the  jcompauion  of  my  days,  and  had 
hope  of  vrinmng  her  love,  I  teU  you,  Al« 
gemon,  there  is  not  that  consideration  on  the 
earth  I  would  not  cast  behind  me  for  the  great 
joy  of  making  her  mine  for  ever :  no,  not  one- 
rank,  station,  wealth,  the  world's  esteem,  all 
cold  and  formal  dogmas,  devised  by  knaves  and 
listened  to  by  fools.  I  would  bend  all  to  that. 
it  J  own  habitual  lightness,  the  sneer  and  jeat 
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of  gay  compmioDSy  the  oemnre  of  the  gmve 
and  rererendy  the  ftar  of  outcry  and  invecdye^ 
and  aU  the  idle  babble  of  the  world,  wuuld 
weigh  but  aa  a  ftatbcr  in  the  bakuioe  againat 
the  lifelong  dream  of  happinaaB  which  auch  an 
union  would  call  up." 

Whan  he  had  apokan— and  he  did  ao  with 
fire  and  eagemeaa  altogether  unlike  himael^ 
he  leaned  hi^  head  upon  his  hand^  aad  fell 
apparantly  into  profimnd  thought  fiir  seyeral 
minutaa.    Algernon  Grey»  too^  mu8ed»  and  hia 
meditation  lasted  longer  than  his  companioo's. 
Sat  he  waa  still  in  a  deep  reverie  when  Ixnret 
Harted  up^  eatclaiming,    But  it  ia  all  in  vain  I— 
Come,  Algexaon,  let  us  not  think — it  is  the 
moat  imtional  waste  of  time  that  can  be  de* 
Tiaad.  We  are  hot  fate's  monkeys.  She  keepa 
as  here  in  this  cage  oi  earth  aud  throws  us 
what  cnunba  she  wilL    Happy  is  ho  who 
caldbaa  them  quickest.   What  are  you  fiir  to- 
itj?   1  am  ibr  the  castle  to  worship  at  my 
little  shrine,  unless  I  bear  from  my  aaint  to  die 
omUmy  befim  the  dock  strikes  eleven.'^ 
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Some  time  in  the  day  I  most  go  up,  too^'' 

replied  his  firieod ;  in  courtesy,  we  must  both 
do  5o  to  show  our  th^kiulness  for  our  kind 
•vecepdon ;  but  before  I  go,  I  must  away  into 
the  town  to  seek  out  worthy  Dr.  Henry 
Altingy  this  renowned  professor,  to  whom  my 
uncle>  liis  old  friend,  sent  me  a  letter  by  your 
hands." 

^*  Then,  you  may  as  well  publish  your  name 
at  the  market-cross  if  theie  be  one,"  answered 
Lovet;  ^'it  will  be  given  out  from  the  cliair  of 
philosophy  this  morning,  and  over  the  whole 
town  ere  noon  " 

No,  no,"  replied  the  other,  with  a  siniie, 
"  my  uncle  humoui^  iny  whim — he  is  Astrea 
struck  and  loves  all  wild  exploits.  In  his  letter, 
I  am  but  called  his  young  kinsman.  Master 
Algernon  Grey,  and  the  good  doctor  will  be 
ignorant  of  aU  the  rest/' 

Well,  well,  I  care  not,''  answered  Lovet ; 
^  it  is  no  affair  of  mine.  I  transformed  myselt 
into  William  Lovet  to  please  you,  and  though 
certainly,  the  plan  has  its  conveniences  for  eveiy 
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one  bot  the  staid  and  most  Une-snd-nde  gen* 
llemaa  who  devised  it,  yet  I  am  ready  to 

appear  io  my  own  feathers  to*morrow  should 
need  be." 

Perhaps,  thinking  yaa  will  appear  to  moie 

aAivantagej  Will,''  replied  Algernon  Grey,  with 
aneflbrt  to  be  gay ;  ^howe^er,  there  is  no  ftar. 
Onr  bonowed  plumage  will  last  as  long  as  we 
loay  want  it»  if  we  take  care  not  to  soil  our  own 
bathers  nndemeath.'* 

^Now,  corpo  di  BaochoT  cried  Loretf  ^'I 
admire  you  again.  That  last  morahty  in  meta- 
phor was  worthy  of  a  saint  in  orange  tawny 
vehrety  or  my  ffdr  oousint  Algernon.  I  ha?e 
hopes  of  you^  wheueyer  you  begin  to  deal  in 
tnqpes  and  figures.  At  least,  you  are  not  doll 
then,  which  is  something.  That  gUnioos  trio,  wit» 
wiadoQi,  and  wantonness  can  then  claim  some 
share  in  you,  and  there  is  a  chance  of  the  man 
who  has  thrown  away  his  yooih  and  his  youth's 
jioweis  in  cold  asceticism,  trying  to  warm  his 
^  with  the  fire  of  profligacy.  It  is  a  common 
CMS,  and  will  be  yoors,  Algernon,  &r  the  man 


Digitized  by  Gck  -^n^ 


120 


HSmBLBBKG. 


who  oommits  not  jcmthfiil  foUiei^  is  sure  in 
the  end  to  take  up  with  reverend  vices. — But 
do  700  agree  to  tny  plan ;  a  month  heiej*^-4Mift 
one  poor  month ;  and  if  I  win  not  my  ftir  lady 
in  that  time,  I  shall  be  right  ready  to  slink 
away  like  a  car  that  hai  been  kicked  oot  fi)r 
attempting  to  ateal  a  marrow*bone»  Yon  eaa 
attend  lectures  in  the  mean  time>  and  learn 
from  the  skuU-cap  of  old  bald*faeiM  6cnl» 
tetufl»  to  cany  younelf  evenly  on  riqpp^ 
places.' 

''Well,  stay  what  time  you  Uke,"  replied 
iJgemon  Gtey.  ''If  I  find  canse,  I  can  go  on 
a  stage  or  two  and  wait  for  you.  At  present,  I 
will  forth  to  find  out  this  renowned  profenor» 
Should  yon  be  gone  eie  my  vetnnii  leafe 
tidings  of  your  doings  for  my  guidance.* 

Thus  saying,  he  left  him,  and  as  he  went» 
William  Level  gaied  after  him  till  the  door  waa 
shut.  Then  a  somewhat  bitter  smile  curled  hia 
lip,  and  after  a  moment's  thought,  he  muttered, 
^ Limedl  limed  !j  or  I  am  mneh  mistaken^ 
Ay,  ay»  I  know  the  sort  of  beauty  that 
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liare  so  tenderly  described. — A  month!  Staj 
hat  a  month,  and  if  I  judge  her  right,  and 
know  man's  heart,  jou  are  plunged  in  be- 
jond  recall." 


m 


CHAPTER  .V. 

Precbbrd  bj  a  Knecht,  as  he  was  caliedt  of 
the  iiiDy  in  a  doBe-fitdiig  jackett  wide  biown 
breeches,  and  blue  siockiDgs,  Algemoa  Grey 
walked  through  the  narrow  and  tortuous  streets 
of  Heidelbeig  towards  the  residence  of  a  man 
then  renowned  for  his  wit  and  wisdooit  though 
we  know  not  at  the  present  day  upon  what 
thia  fiune  was  fonnded.  Although  it  was  the 
custom  in  those  times  ibr  gay  g^dlants  to  ruffle* 
through  the  strecU  with  a  long  train  of  ser- 
Tanti^  badgedy  liveriedy  and  armed,  no  one 
accompanied  the  young  Englishman,  except 
the  man  to  show  hi  in  the  way.  At  that  hour 
of  the  morning^it  waa  now  neiir  eleven'*~fiiw 
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penoiis  wene  to  be  seen  abroad;  for  the  student 
was  busy  at  his  bookj  the  shopkeeper  labouring 
in  his  ▼oeadoii.  Those  who  <tid  appear,  were 
all  in  their  purticnlar  costome,  instinctive  of 
dass  and  stadoa.  You  could  have  laid  jour 
finger  upon  any  man  in  the  whole  town  and 
named  at  once  his  occupation  from  his  dress»  " 
Nor  ^as  this  custom,  which  assigned  peculiar 
guments  to  each  peculiar  classy  without  maoy 
gieat  advantages,  besides  the  mere  {MCturesque 
efeeu  But  it  is  in  vain  to  regret  that  these 
diiQgi  httve  passed  away ;  they  were  parts  of 
the  spirit  of  that  age,  an  age  fi>nd  of  di»* 
uocuons;  and  now  in  the  fusion  of  all  classes, 
which  has  taken  place,  where  no  distanctiona 
ass  suffered  to  remain  but  that  of  wealth,  the 
keeping  up  of  peculiar  costumes  would  be  an 
idle  ^adow  of  a  thing  no  longer  existing. 

Afludal  doae  rows  of  tall  houses— the  narrow 
niudows  of  which  di^layed  no  cosdy  wares— 
and,  here  and  there,  througli  the  rows  of  booths 
ereeled  before  the  doors,  in  which  the  trade** 
iota  were  then  accustomed  to  display  their 
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goods  for  ido,  Algernon  Gny  wdked  o&  ftr 
idiout  Ato  minoteBy  from  time  to  time  asking  « 
question  of  his  guide^  who  never  replied  with- 
out humbly  doffing  his  litde  cap,  and  adding, 
*<HonoiifaUe  sir,"'  or  Noble  gentleman/' <lo 
every  sentence*  It  was  another  trait  of  the 
^  tfanes  and  the  coantiy • 

At  lengdi  the  man  stopped  al  the  opm  door 
of  a  tail  duU  looking  housei  and  infonned 
Us  companion,  that  he  would  find  Dr*  Alting 
on  the  seoond  floor;  and  mounting  the  loof^ 
cold,  broad  steps  of  stone»  Algernon  Grey 
ftund  his  tray  up  to  the  rooms  of  him  be 
seui^t*  A  frsshi  sturdy,  etarehed  servani 
wencbj  who  instantly  caught  his  foreign  aooent» 
SBCid  thereupon  made  up  her  mind  not  toimdei^ 
amnd  e  imd  he  said»  was  al  length  broc^t 
to  introduce  him  to  tlie  prssenoe  trfher  nMM»| 
and  fiillowing  her  along  n  narrow  passage^  the 
yong  En^ishman  was  oaherad  into  n  tMai» 
such  as  the  general  appearance  of  the  house 
had  g^en  Ht^  rsaaon  to  etpect*  Ik  was  wida^ 
handsomti  ovethnng  hf  a  fine  canned  oak 
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wUng,  mid  fbniisbad  all  Kmod  with  laige 
bookcageg^  licUy  carved,  oontaiiiuig  the  tveih 

mred  collectioQ  of  a  long  life  ia  every  sha^ 
and  form,  from  the  eoonnona  folio  to  the  moat 
mmiitia  duodeeinio. 

At  a  heavy  oaken  taUe^  near  one  of  the 
midow%  sat  two  gentleman,  of  different  age 
and  appearance.  One  waa  a  man  with  while 
hair  and  beard*  whose  suuieth  surnxner  would 
never  come  again*   He  was  dressed  in  a  long 


head,  wiiich  probably  was  baid,  he  wore  a 

sjnall  crushed  velvet  cap.     ILb  face  was  fine 

d  intelligent;  and,  ficom  beneath  the  thick, 
overhanging  eyebrow  ahme  ont  a  clear  and 

sparkling  eye. 

The  other  waa  habited  in  a  coat  of  buff 
leatheTf  not  very  new*  but  laced  with  gold. 
His  cloak  was  a  plain,  brown  broad-cloth^  a 
good  deal  fineher  than  hk  coat;  and  on  hia 
legi  he  wore  a  pair  ot  thoae  large  funnel- 
shaped  boots,  wbick  seemed  intended  to  catch 
ail  the  eaia  or  daat  that  might  fidl  or  fly.  His 
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heavy  rapier  lay  along  his  thigh  ;  but  beyond 
this  he  was  nnanned;  and  his  hat  with  its 
single  leather  rested  beside  him.  in  age  he 
might  be  about  fifty.  His  strong  black  hair 
and  pointed  beard  were  somewhat  grizzled; 
but  there  was  no  sign  of  decay  in  form  or 
feature.  His  teeth  were  fine  and  beautifully 
white;  his  face  rough  with  ezposore,  but  not 
wrinkled;  his  fifame  was  strong,  tall,  and 
powerful;  and  the  bold  contour  of  the 
swelling  mnscles  could  be  sei^  through  the 
tight  sleeve  of  his  coat.  His  fiioe  was  a  very 
pleasant  one,  grave  but  not  stem,  thoughtful 
but  not  sad ;  and,  as  he  turned  sharply  round 
in  his  chair  at  the  opening  of  the  door,  a  fidot 
recollection  of  his  features,  as  if  he  had  seen 
them  before,  or  some  very  like  them,  came 
actoes  the  yonng  Englishman's  mind. 

With  his  usual  calm  self-possession,  Algernon 
Grey  advanced  straight  towards  the  seat  of  the 
gentleman  in  black,  and,  with  a  few  words  of 
introduction,  presented  a  letter.  Dr.  AUing 
rose  to  receive  him,  and,  for  a  single  instant^ 
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fixed  Ua  keen  giey  eyes  upon  hb  visitor'i  fiuse 

with  a  look  the  most  iuteat  aud  searching.  The 
glance  was  withdrawn  almost  as  soon  as  given ; 
and  then,  coorteonslj  potting  forward  a  seat 
he  opmed  the  letter  and  read.  The  moment 
after  he  took  Algernon's  band  and  shook  it 
lieartily»  exclaiming,  **  So>  sir^  jon  are  a  kinih 
man  of  this  good  iord^  my  old  and  much 
respected  friend.  Ever  to  sec  him  again  is 
bcTond  my  hopes;  bat  it  is  something  to 
have  before  me  one  of  his  race.  What,  if 
I  may  ask^  brings  you.  to  Heidelbeig?  If 
jca  eome  in  search  of  leamingy  here  yoa  can 
&ad  it  amongst  my  reverend  brethren  of  the 
Umversity.  If  in  search  of  gaiety  and  plear 
SBrSy  aoiely,  above  there,  in  the  castle,  yon 
wiU  have  your  heart's  content;  for  a  more 
merry  body  of  light  young  hearts  were  seldom 
ever  collected  —  good  fiuth,''  he  oonlinned, 
toniing  to  the  gentleman  who  bad  been  sitting 
with  him  when  Algernon  entered,  they  kept 
timr  level  np  foil  long  last  night.  As  I  sat 
at  my  stodiea^it  must  have  been  past 
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iii]dii%lit-<-<the  matie  oame  down  upon  m»  in' 
goftsy  almost  making  even  my  old  sober  limbs 
tingle  to  go  and  join  the  merry  dance,  as  I 
did  in  boyhood.  It  must  havis  bean  a  splendid 
scene." 

*^Thi8  gentleman  was  theie^'*  replied  the 
other;  <<I  saw  him  for  an  instant;  bnt  I 
stayed  not  long;  for  that  music  has  another 
effect  on  me,  my  good  old  fiiend ;  and  I  be- 
took me  to  my  tower  again,  more  in  die 
spirit  of  the  gloomy  anchorite  than  yonieel( 
it  seems.** 

I  passed  the  ni|^t  there  and  part  of  the 
morning,  loo,  I  fiMur,"  said  Algernon  Grey; 
*^  for  it  was  two  before  we  reached  our  inn." 

I  trust  yoo  had  a  happy  night  of  it,  theo^^ 
answered  Dr.  Alting;  ^'sueh  soenes  aie  the 
property  of  youth ;  and  it  would  be  bard  lo 
deny  to  the  young  heart  all  the  brief  pleasures 
of  which  life  has  so  few." 

^*  A  jfar  happier  night,"  answered  Algernon 
Grey»  than  many  of  these  have  been  which 
I  have  sprat  in  more  powerihl  eonvCs  end 
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weocB  as  gay.  There  happened  to  me  that 
wluchy  in  the  chancea  of  the  world,  rarely 
occurs,  io  have  a  compauioa  for  the  night 
whose  thoughts  and  fiselings  were  wholly 
eoogeoial  to  my  own,  a  lady  whose  beauty, 
dia^iag  as  it  is,  would  have  iaiiea  upon  my 
cold  heart  only  like  a  ny  of  wintry  sunshine 
en  a  frozen  world,  had  it  not  been  that,  onlike 
€very  one  I  ever  saw,  a  high  pure  spirit  and 
a  ridi  hri^t  fimey  left  her  beauty  itself  for* 
gotten  in  their  own  tianscendant  lustre.** 

*^  You  are  au  enthusiast,  my  young  friend,'* 
aud  Dr.  Altin^  while  the  stranger  fixed  his 
eyes  on  Algernon  Grey,  with  a  gay  smile; 
what  might  be  the  name  of  this  paragon  ?** 
^  Hie  princess  called  her  Agnes,**  answered 
die  yonng  Rnglishman ;  and  more  I  did  not 
enquire*** 

A  merry  glance  passed  between  the  good 
lirofessor  and  his  companion;  and  the  latter 
wlaim^^  « You  did  not  enquire !  That 
seems  strange,  when  you  were  so  captiTated.** 

''There  is  the  mistake^'*  said  Algernon  Grey, 
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laughing ;  I  was  not  captivated ;  I  admired, 
ealeemedy  approved^  but  that  is  alL  Most  Ukefy 
she  and  1  will  never  meet  again ;  for  I  sbaii 
wander  for  a  year,  and  than  retom  to  duties  in 
my  own  land ;  and  the  name  of  Agnes  is  all  I 
want,  by  which  to  remember  a  happy  night  of 
the  very  few  I  have  ever  known,  and  a  bemg 
iull  of  grace  and  goodness,  whom  I  shall  see  no 
more.^ 

^  A  atrange  philosophy,"  cried  Dr.  Alting ; 

especially  for  so  young  a  man.'* 

'^And  so  you  wander  for  a  year,''  said  the 
stranger ;  ^*  if  it  be  not  a  rash  question,  as  it 
seems  you  aie  not  seddng  adventures  in  love, 
is  it  high  deeds  of  arms  you  are  in  search  cif 
like  the. andent  knights?* 

Not  so,  either,**  answered  Algernon  Gray ; 
«  although  I  am  willing  enough,  should  the 
occasion  present  itself,  to  serve  under  any 
honourable  flag,  where  my  religion  is  not  an 
obstacle,  as  I  have  done  more  than  once 
before.'' 

Ah  r*  said  Dr.  Alting   then  you  are  one 
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0f  ibatt^ih(me  rerj  few,  who  will  sufier  their 
nI%ioii  to  be  an  obstacle  to  aaj  of  their 

^Aaratedljy"  answend  Algernon  Grey. 
''The  stiifiB  at  present  througliout  the  whole 
of  Europe  in,  and  must  be  ever  more  or  less 
fir  the  mamfOTsnce  of  the  pore  and  mper- 
verted  reiigioa  of  the  Gospel  against  the 
barbarous  superstitions  and  corruptions  of  the 
Beouah  chnroh;  andt  whatever  may  be  the 
pretext  of  war,  whoever  draws  the  sword  in  a 
papist  army   ■  ■  ■  ^ 

«]a  tighung  for  the  Woman  of  Babylon/' 
cried  Xk.  Aluog,  eagerly ;  is  setting  himself 
up  agamst  the  Cross  of  Christy  is  advancing 
the  banner  of  the  Dragon,  destined  sooner  or 
latex  to  be  thrown  into  the  pit  of  the  nether*- 
iDoat  faell;^  and,  taking  the  yuung  English* 
mmnfs  hand,  he  shook  it  heartily,  exdaiming : 
^lamglad  to  hear  such  sentiments  hrom  the 
kiniman  of  my  noble  iiicnd." 

''He  entertainB  them  as  firmly  as  yonrself,  yon 
well  know,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  ^'  they 
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are  common  to  all  bis  family;  and,  for  my 
part,  humble  as  I  am,  I  shall  always  be  ready 
to  draw  the  sword  in  the  defence  of  right» 
whenever  the  opportunity  is  afforded  me." 

''It  is  eoming^  my  dear  sir,  the  time  is 
coming,*'  cried  the  old  man*  ''Great  events 
are  before  us ;  and  I  see  for  the  first  time  the 
prospect  of  the  true  fidth  becoming  piedcymi* 
nant  in  this  land  of  Germany ;  thence,  I  trust, 
to  spread  its  holy  and  beneficial  influence 
throughout  the  world.  You  have  heard,  doubt- 
less you  have  heard,  that  in  the  very  heart  of 
this  great  empire,  the  ] people  of  Bohemia  have 
raisod  the  standard  of  fieedom  of  conscience. 
£?en  now  they  are  in  delibenuion  to  choose 
them  a  new  king,  in  place  of  the  papist  tyrant, 
who  has  violated  all  the  solemn  pledges,  by 
virtue  of  which  alone  he  held  the  crown.  If 
their  choice  be  a  wise  and  good  one,  if  it  be 
such  as  I  believe  it  will  be,  if  the  head  of  the 
Protestant  Union, — ^in  a  word — ^if  the  J^^lector 
Palatine  be  chosen  King  of  Bohemia,  doubtless 
the  spirit  of  the  true  frith  will,  from  thai 
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xDomeot,  go  forth  with  irresistible  might,  and 
flbake  the  idolatrous  church  of  the  seven  hills 
to  its  foandation.  I  look  to  it  with  confidence 
and  trust ;  I  look  to  every  gallant  spirit  and 
fiutbfiil  heart  to  come  forward  aad  take  bis  share 
in  the  good  work ;  and^  with  the  name  of  the 
Lord  on  our  side>  there  is  no  fear  ol  the 

The  conYcreation  proceeded  fiir  some  time  in 
the  same  strain.    With  eager  fire^  and  with 

sometimes  a  uui  very  reverend  application  of 
the  woide  of  Scriptnie,  Dr.  Alting  went  on 
to  advance  his  own  opinions,  becoming  more 
eager  every  moment,  especially  wheu  the  pro- 
bability of  the  Elector  Palatine  being  chosen  as 
their  king  by  the  states  of  Bohemia  was  re- 

ierred  to. 

The  gentleman  who  was  with  him  when 
Algernon  Grey  entered^  took  little  part  in  the 

discussion,  reaiaiaing  grave  aad  somewhat  stem 
iahiok;  though,  firom  the  few  words  he  uttered, 
it  was  evident  tliat  his  religious  views  were  the 
same  as  those  of  his  two  companions.  He 
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smiled,  indeed,  in  turn  at  the  different  torts  of 
enthusiasm  of  the  old  man  and  the  young  one; 
and  ouce  Dr.  Alting  shook  his  finger  at  him 
good-hnmouredlji  saving :  '^Ahl  Herbert,  yoa 
would  have  men  believe  you  cold  and  stoical^ 
andy^for  that  purpose,  in  every  affair  of  life  yoa 
act  like  no  other  man ;  but  I  know  the  fire  that 
is  under  it  all." 

Fire  enough,  wbm  it  is  needed^"  answered 
Herbert;  bot  only  when  it  is  needed,  my  good 
fiiend.  I£  troops  qpend  all  their  powder  in 
firing  salutes,  they  will  have  none  to  charge 
their  eannon  with  in  the  day  of  battle ;  but  as 
yoa  are  not  expected  to  put  on  the  cuirass,  it  is 
just  as  well  that  you  should  keep  up  men's 
spirits,  and  fix  their  determinations  by  yoor 
oratory.  Only  let  me  be  quiet  You  won't 
find  me  wauling  when  the  time  comes.'' 

I  trust  none  will  be  wanting,''  said  Alger- 
non Grey;  '^but  yet  I  cannot  help  fteliog^ 
that  in  this  light-minded  world,  many  wh<m 
we  count  upon  rashly,  may  fidi  from  us 
readily.^ 
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'^Too  true,  too  Oue,"  wtiA  Heibertf  shaking 
his  bead. 

win  not  beliere  it,^«  cried  Dr.  Alting; 
'*whti  foeh  a  piinoet  and  foch  a  caofe,  and 

soch  m  object,  e?ery  mao,  who  has  a  particle  of 
troth  in  his  nature,  will  do  his  duty^  I  am  sure ; 
nd  iet  the  him  go*— we  ean  do  without 

them."' 

^  YovL  must  add  the  weak,  too,  my  reverend 
fimd,''  and  Algernon  Grey,  rkdng  to  depart; 
"^butatill,  I  do  think,  and  I  do  trust,  that  there 
are  enough  both  firm  and  true  in  Europe,  to 
aeeonpliflb  this  great  task,  unless  some  sad 
accuieni  occur,  or  some  great  mistake  be  com- 
mitted. We  shall  see,  however;  and  in  the 
mssn  time,  fimwelL" 

Dr.  Altiug  shook  hands  with  him  warmly, 
saked  where  be  coold  find  him,  how  long  would 
be  his  slay  in  Heidelbeig,  and  all  those  other 
que&iioDs  which  courtesy  dictated:  but  perhaps 
lbs  reverend  doctor  felt,  in  a  degree  not  alto- 
gether pleasant,  that  his  young  fiiend,  if  not 
60  learned  a  man  as  himself  in  books  and  parch- 
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tomts,  had  another  sort  of  kaming — ^thal  of 
world^which  he  himself  did  not  posseaB. 

The  gentleman  •who  had  been  called  Her- 
bert seemed  to  feel  diflferently ;  and,  when  die 
young  gendeman  was  about  to  depart^  he  rose, 
saying :  wiU  go  witb  you,  and  perhaps  may 
show  you  some  things  of  interest**  Then  bid- 
ding adieu  to  Dr.  Alting,  he  followed  Algernon 
Grey  out  of  the  room,  and  descended  the  stairs 
with  him  in  silence.  Under  the  shadow  of  Uie 
doorway  they  found  waiting  the  Knechty  who 
Uad  guided  the  young  gendeman  thith^;  but 
Herbert  dismissed  him,  saying  to  his  compa- 
nion :  ^  I  will  be  your  guide  back.  Shall  we 
stroll  along  to  the  church,  or  visit  some  of  the 
fortifications?  Both  are  somewhat  in  your  way 
at  would  seem.'' 

liay,"  answered  Algernon,  ^^with  the  church 
I  have  little  to  do,  except  when  my  opiaions  are 
drawn  forth  by  such  a  man  as  our  learned 
friend ;  but  I  will  go  whithersoever  you  choose 
to  lead  me.^ 

Well,  then,  we  will  stroll  along  and  ti^ 
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things  88  Ihey  come/'  answered  Herbert ;  *^  we 
cm  £caroelj  go  anuBS  in  this  town  and  neigb* 

LHjuriiood,  for  each  step  has  its  own  particular 
mterest,  or  its  own  beauty.  It  is  a  place  I  never 
weaiy  of," 

A&  be  spoke  they  turned  into  oue  of  the  narrow 
ftieets  that  led  up  towaids  the  hills,  and  were 
cmsmg  die  castle-roadi  in  order  to  take  a  path 
through  the  woods,  when  Algernon  Grey's  quick 
enreaog^t  the  sound  of  a  yoice  calling  to  him« 
Loddng  round*  he  saw  a  gentleman  coming 
down  with  a  hasty  step,  followed  by  two  or  three 
serfantB,  and  mstandy  xeeognised  the  Baron  of 
Obemtrant.  Afeelii^; — might  almost  call  it  a 
presentiment :  one  of  those  strange,  inexpUcable 
fccesights  of  a  oonung  event,  whush  sometimes 
pat  ns  on  our  guard  against  approaching  evil, 
made  him  say  to  his  companion :  Oh !  this  is 
the  geudenum  with  whom  I  had  a  bet  last  night, 
I  win  njoin  you  in  a  moment  f  and  he  advanced 
a  step  or  two  up  the  hill« 

The  next  instant  Obemtraut  was  by  his 
lide* 
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I  wiBb  to  speak  a  moment  with  you^  air/'  he 
said* 

Algemou  Grej  bowed  his  head   and  was 

We  had  a  bet  last  night,''  oontiniied  the 

baroD^  with  a  Hushed  cheek  but  somewhat  em- 

banassed  aur;  ^  my  servants  are  carrying  down 

the  amount  to  your  inn." 

Thanks,"  ausweied  Algernon  Grey;  they 
will  find  soma  of  my  people  there,  to  whom  they 
can  deliver  iu" 

I  always  pay  my  debts,  sir,"  said  Obern- 
traot;  bat  I  rather  think  there  is  another 
account  to  be  settled  between  u&" 

indeed  1 '  rephed  Algernon  Grey,  calmly  5 
,  ^  I  am  not  aware  of  it*  What  may  it  be  P 

Oh !  sir,  you  assume  ignorance  I"  rejoined 
the  other  in  an  insulting  tone :  iu  a  word, 
then,  we  do  not  sufier  foreign  gentlemen  to 
come  hither,  win  our  money,  and  court  our 
ladies^  without  making  them  pass  through  some 
oideal.   Do  you  understand  me  now?** 

Perfectly,"  answered  the  young  English- 
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nun,  with  a  slight  smile ;  such  words  ara  not  to 
be  mistaken ;  and  let  me  assure  you»  as  I  wish 

lo  see  everjbodj  pkaaed*  X  will  not  dis^pomt 
you ;  bat,  at  the  same  tioMf  we  may  eondoot  a 
oiauer  of  this  sort  wilboot  warmth*  and  with  all 
courtesy.  X  know  not  how  X  bc^ve  aggriered 
you ;  but  that  I  ask  not :  it  is  quite  saffident 
tbat  you  think  yoiuself  aggrieved^  and  I  will 
give  ygu  such  opponunity  of  reUre^ing  your- 
sdtf  ss  yon  may  wish  for." 

^  X  thank  you,  sir,''  replied  the  other  in  a 
more  moderate  tone ;  when  and  where  bhail 
itbe?*" 

^  Nigr^  that  I  must  leave  to  yoo,'*  answered 

the  young  Rngiisbman ;  I  will  make  but  two 
eDDdition»— that  it  be  speedily,  and  that  we 
kbroil  no  othen  in  our  quandL  I  have  but 

Que  iriend  here,  and  as  he  has  been  soiuewiiat 
too  &mQus  in  our  own  country  for  rencontres  of 
dns  kind,  I  would  fiun  spare  him  any  share 

in  an  adair  of  mine*'' 

"  Be  lliat  as  you  like,"  replied  tlie  baron ; 

" on  aU  aoooonta  we  ahall  be  better  alone:  the 
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place  most  be  one  where  we  shall  have  no  int^ 
niption. — ^Liet  me  think  ? — Yea,  that  will  do.— • 
Will  you  meet  me  to-morrow  oq  the  bridge^ 
each  with  a  ringle  page  whom  we  can  leave 
behind  at  our  conyenienoe  7  I  will  lead  you 
to  a  spot  secure  and  shaded  from  all  eyeS)  where 
we  shall  have  good  lorf  and  spaoe  enough.'^ 

Agreed,''  answered  Algernon  Grey,  but 
why  not  this  very  day?  I  am  quite  prepared.** 

But  I  have  a  few  hoars'  jooraey  to  take 
firsts''  replied  the  baron;  ^no^  in  yoor 
courtesy  let  it  be  to-morrow ;  and  the  safest 
hour  will  be  jost  before  nightfidL  Come  a  little 
earlier  to  the  bridge,  fi>r  we  have  eome  small 
disunce  to  go,-.with  our  swords  alone— is  it 
not  so?" 

<^  As  you  will,"  said  his  companion.  Be 
it  so  then — ^in  the  grey  I  will  not  fail  you— 
guod-momingy  sir;"  and,  turning  round,  ha 
rejoined  his  new  acquaintance  Herberti  with 
an  easy  and  unembarrassed  air* 

Herbert  was  not  entirely  deceived,  however* 
He  had  been  standing  where  the  young  English- 
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man  left  him  mt  aboat  five  paces'  distance,  where 
ibe  greater  part  of  their  converaatiou  was 
maiuiible ;  but  be  knew  ouc  of  tbe  parties  and 
Us  chanMSter  well,  and  divined  the  other  rightly. 
Tbe  last  words  of  Algernon  Grey  too,  which^ 
detailed  from  the  rest,  had  seemed  to  the 
speaker  insignificant,  had  been  uttered  in  a 
louder  tone^  and  Herbert  had  heard  him  saj 
distiDCtljj— "  In  the  grey  I  will  not  iaii  jou 
— good-mcming,  sir.^  The  expressions  were 
aoftfaing  in  themselves ;  they  might  refer  to  any 
trifling  and  accidental  arrangement ;  but  Her- 
bert eyes  had  been  fixed  npon  the  ftce  of 
Obemtrant^  who  stood  fronting  him«  and  he 
read  tlie  look  that  it  wore^  if  not  with  certainty, 
anredly  not  wrongly. 

As  the  two  separated  the  baron  doffed  his  hat 
aad  plume  to  Herbert  with  every  sign  of  high 
respect ;  and  the  other  returned  the  salutation} 
dum^  bot  coldly.  For  a  moment  or  two,  as 
Algernon  and  his  companion  walked  up  the 
laB,  nothing  vras  ^d ;  and  then  the  younger 
gentlenian  began  to  speak  lightly  of  indiffierent 


wibfecU»  thipfcing  tfaal  loiigarnleBoe  might  lead 
to  SQflfMcioos..   Herbert  answered  not,  bot  went 

oo  moeiog,  liii  at  length — m  if  he  had  paid  aot 
die  dightcBt  atteDlioa  to  the  words  which  had 
been  fidliog  oo  his  cat  &r  the  last  two  or  three 

minutes-he  broke  iorth  at  oDce  with  a  dry 
laugh^  sajiug:  "  So,  you  have  coDtri^ed  to 
mannfiMtnie  a  quanrel  alieady." 

^ Naj, not 80 T answered Aigemoxi  Grej;  "if 
jou.  mean  with  the  Boron  of  Obcrotraut,  let  me 
aasore  joa  fhm  is  no  qnand  of  any  kind 
between  us.  I  know  of  no  olience  that  I  have 
given  him,  and  for  my  own  part  I  may  safely 
say  that  I  have  leoaired  none.  There  was  a 
bet  between  us  which  I  won*  and  he  seeme 
perhaps  a  little  nettled  ,  but  what  is  that  to  me  ?** 

Herbwt  looked  down  tbooghliiillyy  still  walk- 
ing 0D9  and  alter  a  while  he  paused,  asking  as 
abruptly  as  before, — "  Have  you  many  friends 
indiispkcer 

*^  Nay,  1  have  been  here  but  eighteen  hours," 
answered  the  other :  "  happy  is  the  man  who 
can  boast  of  many  friend^  take  the  whole  world 


Digitized  by  Gck 


143 


oier  ind  pick  tbem  firom  ihe  four  quarten  of 

tbe  globe.  I  have  none  who  deserves  the  name 
wtthin  these  walls^  hut  the  one  who  came  with 
me." 

^Well/*  replied  the  other»  ''shoiild  yon 
seqnire  one^  on  occasion  of  import,  jou  know 
vheie  to  find  one  who  haa  aeen  aome  hard 

blow&  given  in  hia  day.'* 

thank  you  much,  and  understand  you 
ri^y,**  aaid  Algernon  Grey;  should  I  have 
need  oi  such  help^  depend  upon  it^  I  will  apply 
to  }ou  and  none  other.  But  at  present,  believe 
BM^  I  hare  none«'' 

"  What  I  not  *in  tiie  grey  f  ^  asked  Herbert, 
with  a  laugh ;  aod  then,  whistling  two  or  three 
bni  of  an  English  air,  he  added,  Will  you 
qtead  an  hour  or  two  with  an  old  soldier 
to-niglit,  my  young  friend  ?" 

^  Willingly,"  replied  Algernon  Grey,  smiling 
at  the  suspicions  in  which  he  clearly  saw  the 
invitation  was  given.  "  W  hen  shall  I  come  ? 
Ifjr  time  ia  quite  free." 

Oh !  come  an  hour  beibre  twilight^''  answered 
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Uerberty  and  stay  till  the  castle  clock  strikes 
ten — Will  that  suit  you?" 

^  Right  welly"  said  the  young  Englishman, 
**  I  will  not  fiul  by  a  moment,  though  I  see  you 
doubt  me.  But  where  am  I  to  find  you,  and 
who  am  I  to  ask  for 

I  have  deceived  myself,  or  you  are  cheating 
me,"  answered  Herbert  bluntly,  and  speaking 
in  English ;  but  come  at  all  events.  You  will 
find  me  at  the  casde — ^ask  for  Cokmel  Herbert 
or  the  English  Ritter.  They  will  show  you 
where  I  lodge,'* 

^  Be  sure  I  will  be  there,**  rejoined  Algernon  t 

I  did  not  know  you  were  a  countryman ;  but 
that  will  make  the  evening  pass  only  the  more 
pleasaotly,  for  we  shall  have  thoughts  in  com- 
mon, as  well  a^  a  common  language ;  and,  to 
say  sooth,  though  this  German  is  a  fine  tongue, 
yet,  while  speaking  it  badly,  as  I  do,  I  ieel  like 
one  of  the  mountebanks  we  see  in  fiuis  dancts^ 
a  saraband  in  fetters." 

**\ou  speak  it  well  enough,"  answered  his 
companion,  ''and  it  is  a  fine  rich  tongue;  but 
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at  the  court,  vith  tiie  usual  lenity  of  such  ii^lit 
places,  they  do  not  value  their  own  wholesome 
dialect  They  most  haye  a  diah  of  Frenoht 
fbiaooth ;  and  use  a  lauguage  which  they  do 
not  half  know,  and  which,  if  they  did,  is  not 
half  «8  good  a  one  aa  their  own-^  poor  pitiftd 
whiatiing  tongue,  iiice  the  wind  blowing  through 
a  key  hole  wiihout  the  riieiody  of  the  Italian, 
the  grandeur  of  the  SpaDiab,  the  richneaa  of 
Ae  Germany  or  the  strength  of  the  KngUah." 

•"Yet  ii  is  a  good  language  for  con  veisa  lion,'* 
itplied  Aigeraoii  Ghrey,  willing  to  fellow  upon 
any  track  that  led  irom  the  subject  of  his 
rencontre  with  Obemtiaut. 

^  To  say  things  in  a  doable  sense,  to  tickle 
the  ears  of  light  women,  and  make  bad  jests 
upon  good  subjects,"  rejoined  Herbert,  vviiobe 
John  Boll  prejudioea  seemed  somewhat  strong ; 

that  is  all  that  it  is  good  ibr. — ^Now  look  here," 
be  coutinued,  as  they  reached  a  commanding 
point  of  the  hill,  did  you  ever  see  a  place  so 
badly  fortified  as  this  7  There  is  not  much  to 
be  done  with  it  thai  is  true ;  for  it  is  commanded 
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by  so  many  accessible  points,  that  it  would 
cost  the  price  of  an  empire  to  make  it  a 
fortress.  Yet  if  the  Elector  would  spend  upoo 
strengthening  his  residence  agunst  his  eneaues^ 
one-half  of  what  he  is  throwing  away  apoift 
laying  out  that  stupid  garden,  I  would  under* 
take  to  hold  it  out  for  a  year  and  a  day  against 
any  force  tiiac  king  or  emperor  could  bring 
against  it** 

Something  might  be  done,  it  is  true/* 
answered  the  young  Englishman;  ^^but  it  could 
never  be  made  a  strong  place,  domineered  as  it 
is  by  all  these  ihountains.  K  y oa  fortified  them 
up  to  the  top,  it  would  require  an  army  to 
garrison  them.*' 

<^  Ay,  that  is  the  mistake  that  will  be  com- 
mitted by  engineers  to  the  last  day,  I  believe," 
answered  Herbert,  who  had  his  peculiar  notions- 
OD  all  subjects.  They  think  they  must  fortify 
every  commanding  point.  But  there  is  anothtf 
and  better  method  of  guarding  them.  Render 
them  inaccessible  to  artOlery,  that  is  all  that 
requires  to  be  done,  and  then  they  need  no 
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fiutber  defence.  On  the  contrary,  they  become 
wnparts  that  will  cnunble  to  no  balls.  There 
is  no  escarpment  like  the  face  of  a  rock,  iiow 
tfus  same  mad  gardener  fellow,  this  Saloman 
de  Cbub,  who  is  working  away  there :  he  has 
filled  up  half  a  yalley,  tiirown  down  half  a 
DooDtain,  and  the  same  labour  and  money, 
spent  in  another  way^  would  have  rendered 
ereiy  point  inaccessible  from  which  a  fire  could 
be  opened  on  the  castle.> — ^But,  look  there! 
Hones  are  gathering  at  the  gates,  and  men  in 
glided  jackets.  The  prince  and  his  faur  *damej 
aod  sD  the  wild  boys  and  girls  ot  the  court  are 
ping  ont  opoo  some  progiess  or  ezpedition^^I 
mast  hasten  down  as  last  as  I  can,  for  I  want 
Id  speik  with  one  of  them  before  they  go.— 
BemeiDber  the  hour,  and  fiul  not*  Can  yon 
bid  your  way  back 

''Oh,  yes!  no  feari**  answered  Algernon 
Grey,  will  be  with  yoo  to-night;''  and 
Waving  his  hand,  Herbert  hurried  down  to-* 
nerds  the  castle. 

L  2 
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CHAPTta  VI. 

<*Tont/'  cried  the  page,  standiog  ia  the  gate* 
way  of  the  Golden  Stag,  and  turning  half-rouud 
towarde  a  Bort  of  eoirered  bal^noloBed  shed  or 
booth  in  the  *coart  yard,  where  the  English 
servant,  who  had  accompanied  the  two  travellers 
on  their  journey  to  Heidelbei]g^  was  cleaning 
a  pair  of  hia  master^a  sUver  atimipB,  here  'a  a 
man  mquiring  for  my  lord,  and  I  cannot  make 
out  a  word  that  he  says.** 

What  does  he  want?"  cried  Tony  from  the 
&hed,  rubbing  away  as  hard  as  if  iiia  life  de* 
pended  upon  making  the  stirrups  look  biighlsr 
than  the  groom  had  been  aUe  to  render 
them. 
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""I  eni*t  tell^"  replied  the  boy;  ''but  he 

se€xus  to  want  to  give  me  a  hundred  crowns." 

^Take  them,  take  them,"  rejoined  the  man, 
Mgacioiiilyy  <<and  ask  no  questions.  I'll  tell 
jou  what,  Fiill^  always  take  gold  when  you  can 
get  it«  It  comes  slow,  goes  fast,  and  calls  no 
mtn  master  long:  a  very  changeable  servant; 
but  a  very  useful  one>  while  we  have  him ;  and 
there  is  no  fear  of  his  growing  old  in  our  ser- 
fioe.  Don't  let  the  man  know  yon  can  speak 
f rencby  or  he  might  put  you  to  disagreeable 
interrogatories.    Pocket  and  be  silent;  it  is 

the  way  many  a  roan  beoomd^  gmtt  in  this 

world.'' 

The  advice  was  given  in  that  sort  of  bantering 
tone,  which  showed  eridendy  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  be  stricdy  followed ;  and  the  page, 
taking  the  ciownii,  held  them  up  before  the 
^es  of  the  man  who  brought  them^  saying : 
«  for  AJgenion  Grey 

*^  Ja,  Ja  P  said  the  German  servant ;  for 
A%emon  Grey  and,  adding  a  word  or  two 
man,  which  might  have  been  Syriac  for  aught 
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the  page  knew,  he  withdrew,  leaving  the  maney 
in  the  boy'e  luuids. 

As  soon  as  iie  was  gone,  Freville  or  Frill, 
as  he  was  fiuniliarly  tenned  by  the  household, 
walked  back  to  where  his  compaoioa  was  at 
work,  aud  quietly  couuted  over  the  money 
upon  the  looee  board  which  formed  the  only 
table  of  the  shed. 

X  must  give  tius  to  some  one  to  keep,  till 
ray  lord's  retum,''  he  said ;  *«  will  you  take  ca» 
of  it,  Tony?** 

"  Kot  1,"  replied  the  servant ;  "  I  repeat  the 
Lord's  Prayed  eray  morning  and  evetiing; 
the  first  time,  to  keep  me  out  of  temptation  by 
day;  the  second,  to  defend  me  against  it  by 
night-I  '11  have  none  of  it,  Master  FriU ;  it  is 
a  good  sum,  and  too  much  for  any  poor  man's 
pocket,  especially  where  the  plaket-hole  is 
wide  and  the  bottom  somewhat  leaky/* 

**  I  will  take  it  up  to  Sir  William,  then,**  said 
the  boy ;  for  I  won't  keep  it  myself.  It  would 
be  risking  my  lord's  money  sadly.  Even  now 
my  fingers  begin  to  feel  somewhat  sticky,  as  if 
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I  bad  been  handling  the  noses  of  hoise-chestnut 

buck.' 

**  Get  yon  gone,  for  a  graceless  young 
Jaio,'^  answered  Tony ;    what  have  you  to  do 

with  the  noses  of  other  men^s  children ;  you 
wli  have  enough  to  do  with  your  own,  it  I 
piess  right;  but,  as  to  the  money,  methinks 
it  is  quite  as  safe  in  your  pocket,  as  Sir 

Waiiaras." 

^Why«  you  don't  think  he  would  keep 

it,  Tony?^  said  the  page  in  an  inquiring 
tone. 

^  As  to  keeping  i^"  answered  Tony,  that 
4tt  it  may  be.  Ue  never  could  keep  his  own^ 
thereiore  why  should  he  keep  other  people's; 
bot  between  yon  and  I,  Frill — and  he  dropped 
bis  voice  as  it  he  did  not  wish  to  be  over^ 
heard^**our  young  lord  is  not  likely  tu  gain 
moeh  by  Sir  William's  company.  We  did  very 
veil  without  him;  and  though  he  may  not 
choose  to  pick  my  lord's  pocket  of  hard  gold^ 
be  may  take  fiom  him  what  gold  will  not  buy* 
I  have  a  strange  notion,  somehow,  that  it  was 


162 


not  altogether  for  loTe  he  came.  If  it  were,  why 

did  not  lie  come  long  before  ?  But  I  remem- 
ber him  well,  when  he  was  a  boj ;  and  he  was 
a  canning  devil  then;  as  full  of  miacfaief  aa  m 
piatachio-uut.  Whj  he  hung  the  buttery  batch 
witli  a  wire  like  a  bird-trap ;  and  the  moment 
old  JonaB  put  hia  hand  out,  it  fell  and  nearly 
chopped  off  bis  fingers." 

This  was  a  jest  just  fitted  to  the  meridian  of 
a  boy's  nnderatanding ;  and  he  bant  into  a  fit  of 
laughter  at  the  anecdote. 

**  Ay,  ay,''  continued  Tony,  "it  would  have 

passed  as  a  wild  lad's  fun,  if  we  had  not  known 

that  he  bad  a  spite  at  Jonas,  who,  one  dayt 
when  he  was  thirsty,  refused  him  a  cup  of  by^ 
poena  that  he  wanted,  and  would  only  give  him 
a  jug  of  ale. — ^But  who  in  the  name  of  silks  and 
satins,  is  tbb  peeping  about  the  court  on  the 
tips  of  his  toes,  with  rosettes  and  sword-knots 
enough  to  swaUow  him  up?  It  is  a  page  of  the 
court.  I  do  believe.  To  him,  Frill,  to  him ! 
Speak  French  to  thia  one^  for  he  looka  as  if  he 
had  been  dieted  on  comfits  and  spiced  wine ; 
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aod  nothing  wiii  go  iiown  with  liiai,  depend 
upon  it,  uuless  it  be  garnished  with  Fiendi 

t  following  the  suggestion  of  his  companion^ 
Fiill  advanced,  and  the  two  pages  met  in  the 
andst  of  the  cxniit-yaxd,  where  they  stood  bow* 
mg  and  compUmeniing  each  other,  with  an 
ejLiravagance  of  courtesy  which  had  nearly 
owpoweved  good  Tony  with  laughter* 

«  My  heavens !  what  a  pair  of  monkeys,"  he 
exclaimed*  Take  away  their  cloaks,  and  stick 
s  tail  thfOfOgfa  their  satin  breeches,  and  you  hare 
got  the  beast  as  perfisct  as  at  a  puppet-show* 
i^uok  at  that  little  monster  Frill,  if  he  has  not 
wr^led  himself  into  an  attiUide  in  which  he 
cannot  stand  while  I  coontfonr*  Ther^  't  isaU 
OTcr;  aud  now  he  twists  to  the  other  side. — 
What  does  he  want,  FMU  he  continued,  nds- 
iog  his  voice;  ^talk  to  hinif  boy»  and  don't 
stand  there  grinning  like  a  cat-ape." 

^He  oomea  down  fiom  the  caatle,^  answered 
fnli^  tiymitpg  xaaodf  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
graces  he  had  been  displaying, "  to  ask  my  lord 
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and  Sir  WilUam  to  join  the  court  in  a  progreai 
to  Schonau.^ 

Tell  him  Master  Algeraon  Grey  is  out,  and 
Heaven  knows  when  he  will  be  back  again/'  ex* 
claimed  Tony,  who  was  weaiied  with  the 
courtly  air  of  the  pages,  '^What  docs  the 
devil's  foal  say  now?**  he  continued^  when 
Frill  had  rendered  the  reply  be  dictated* 
and  received  a  speech  and  a  low  bow  in 
return. 

^  He  says  I  must  tell  Master  William  JLiovet 
then,"  replied  the  page;  and  conducting  the 
other  youth  ceremoniously  back  to  the  thresbokl 
of  the  gateway,  he  took  leave  of  him  afior  some 
farther  civil  speeches  on  the  one  part,  and  direc- 
tions on  the  other. 

There,  go  and  teU  Sir  WiUiam,''  said  Tony, 
when  the  boy  rejoined  him,  '*aad  lay  the 
money  on  the  table  in  oar  lord's  room.— And 
hark  you,  FriU,  you  may  as  well  keep  an  eye 
on  Sir  William's  doings;  I've  doubts^  FriU, 
I  have  doubts;  and  I  ahiNild  like  to  know 
what  he  is  seeking;  for  I  can't  help  thinking 
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thete's  more  under  his  jerkin  than  God'0  will 
and  a  good  cooacieuce." 

'*If  I  thought  he  meant  my  lord  any  hann^^ 
answered  the  boj,  boldly,  I'd  diiye  my  dag*> 
ger  into  him.'' 

'^Pooh !  nuascose;  prick  him  with  a  needle 
ar  a  cobUev^s  awl,**  answered  Tony,  you 'd  only 
iei  him  blood  and  make  him  more  ieveriah 
towards  spring  time.  No,  no,  my  boy,  he'll 
gife  no  cause  for  offence ;  but  a  man  may  do 
mofe  hanu  sometimes  with  a  simple  word  than 
a  drawn  sword — I  '11  watch  him  well,  however ; 
do  you  9O9  too ;  and  if  you  find  out  anything 
let  me  know. — ^Now,  away  with  you,  away  with 
you,  and  tell  the  good  man  above ;  for  if  lie  do 

not  make  haste,  he  will  not  be  in  time,  and 

tben  your  young  bones  are  likely  to  sufier/^ 
The  page  turned  to  obey,  but  he  had  scarcely 

leached  the  archway,  when  William  Lovet  issued 

fotth,  descending  hrom  above,  and  called  loudly 

ibr  Lib  horse. 
Die  page's  communication,  however,  seemed 

to  make  an  alteration  in  his  purpose;  and  after 


156 


H£U>£LB£RO. 


paoaiDg  fer  a  moment  (xr  two  to  thinks  he  le* 

entered  the  house^  ordering  everything  to  be 
prepared  tot  him  to  join  the  train  of  Fiedeiie 
and  Elizabeth^  aa  aoon  as  he  heard  them  coming 
down  the  hilL 

William  Lo vet  was  a  very  diffarent  man  in 
the  solitude  of  his  own  chamber  and  in  the 
company  of  his  cousin.  He  now  waited  some 
twenty  minates^  expecting  almost  erefy  mo- 
ment to  hear  die  approach  of  the  cavalcade, 
which  was  to  pass  before  the  windows ;  but  he 
showed  no  impatience^  no  lover-like  haste  to 
jmn  the  lady  at  whose  soggestion  he  doubted 
not  the  invitation  had  been  given.  Sittiog 
at  the  table,  with  his  hat  cast  down  and  his 
sword  taken  ont  of  the  belt»  he  leaned  his  head 
upon  his  band,  and  seemed  buried  in  meditation* 
His  brow  was  contracted,  and  heavy  with  appa- 
lently  gloomy  tbou^t ;  and  his  hand  played 
with  the  curls  of  his  long  dark  hair  uncon- 
scioosly.  Like  many  men  of  strong  paswoas, 
who  set  a  careful  guard  npon  their  tongue  when 
any  other  human  being  is  near  to  hear  and  com- 


167 


ment  m  their  words,  but  feel  pamfally  the  re- 

itnuat  theo  put  upou  themaelves,  he  was  apt,  as  if 
for  relief  to  suffer  llie  secret  counselii  of  his  heart 
to  bleak  fcrth  at  times,  when  he  felt  perfectly  cer- 
taia  they  would  reach  no  other  ear  but  his  own. 
And  this  was  one  of  those  moment s  when  the 
workings  of  strong  purposes  within  him,  forced 
ium  to  give  waj  to  the  dangerous  habit.  It 
va&  ao  loag  continued  monologue  that  he 
spoke,  no  loud  and  Teheoient  ontburst  of  pa»- 
sm;  but  broken  iragments  of  sentences — as  if 
a  portion  uf  his  thoughts  woald  clothe  them- 
•alfcs  in  woids,  and  were  suddenly  checked 
before  they  wire  complete— came  forth  mut«* 
l€reu  and  disjointed  from  his  hps. 

'It  must  do  this  time,"  he  said ;  and  then 
be  &U  into  thought  aggin,  continuing,  in  about 
a  uiiiiute  after,  If  it  do  not,  means  must  be 
famd  to  make  it — ^the  time  is  very  short- 
In  another  year  he  goes  back — To  think  of  his 
having  wasted  full  four  years  amongst  all  that 
eoeld  tempta  man  I — He  most  be  a  stone — but 
be  is  touched  now,  or  I  am  mistaken—-!  must 
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get  this  woman  to  help  me — make  ber  a  tool 
when  she  thinks  herself  a  conqueror!  Hal 
ha!  baP  and  be  laughed  aloud.  will 
never  leave  it  till  it  is  finished. — It  may  cost 
a  good  deal  yet;  for  he  is  not  easily  led, 
that's  clear.— Example,  example!  That  has 
been  always  wanting.  We  wiU  accustom  hi. 
mind  to  it — break  him  like  u  young  colt  that 
first  flies  from  the  hand,  but  soon  snflers  every 
child  to  pat  him. — Aj^  he  is  in  the  high  road^ 
if  he  do  not  take  flight  and  dart  off ;  but  surely, 
in  the  wide  world  of  accidents,  we  shall  find 
something,  which,  improved  by  skilful  manage- 
ment, will  keep  him  here  till  that  same  glit- 
tering web  of  golden  threads,  caUed  \ove*B 
net,  is  round  him — then  let  the  poor  stag 
struggle,  and  pant,  and  toss  about,  he  will 

not  easily  break  through,  and  the  prise  10 

*  ft 
mine. 

His  farther  thonghts  were  interrupted  by  a 
knock  at  the  door.  Come  in,"  be  sud ;  and 
ihen  exclaimed,  in  surprise,  as  the  very  ob* 

ject  of  his  contemplation  stood  before  him. 
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**Whj,  Algernon^  jou  have  become  mighty 
ceremcNaiouBt'* 

''Nay,*'  answered  Algeroan  Grey,  laughing, 
thought  yon  were  not  alone;  for  I  heard 
one  voice  speaking  at  least;  and  with  a  gco- 
tkman  of  your  pursuits,  one  can  never  tell  how 
iaopportime  a  visit  may  be.'* 

^Pdiawl**  cried  Lovet;  ^''tis  a  bad  habit 
I  have  firom  my  mother  We  rash  and 
thoughtleas  ibiks,  unlike  you  calm  and  cautious 
cneSf  cannot  keep  the  secrets  of  our  bosom  in 
tlie  ssfe  casket  of  the  heart.  We  most  speak 
out  our  thoughts,  whatever  they  may  be ;  and, 
if  we  can  Bad  no  other  man  to  tell  them  to, 

WB  tell  them  to  ourselves." 

^The  safest  confidant  by  iSur,'^  answered 
Algernon  Grey.  **  What  now,  boy  ?"  he  con- 
tinned,  turaing  to  the  page,  who  had  followed 
liim  into  the  room,  and  was  waiting  at  hand  for 
an  opportunity  to  speak. 

^May  it  please  you,  noble  sir,''  replied  the 
page,  ^'a  man,  with  a  badge  upon  his  arm, 
brouglii  hither  a  hundred  crowns,  whence  or 
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why  I  could  not  make  out,  for  he  had  neither 

French  nor  English;  but  he  said  Algernon 
Grey  well  enough ;  and  ao  I  laid  them  in  your 
chamber*" 

^'I  understand^"  repUed  his  master;  what 
more?^ 

A  page  from  the  court,  rir,**  answered  the 

boy ;  a  very  gallant  youth,  full  of  fine  essences 
and  rich  conceits^  with  satin  in  abundance,  and 
no  lack  of  ribands  — 

On  my  life  1  he  must  have  been  your  coun- 
terpart. Frill,''  exclaimed  his  master,  laughing ; 
and,  turning  to  his  companion,  he  added: 
This  boy  has  been  studying  Sydney  or  Lilly, 
or  some  high-flown  writer.  Well,  moat  delicate 
Frill,  what  sud  your  delicate  friend  7^ 

He  brought  a  message,  noble  sir,"  replied 
the  page,  "  inviting  Messieurs  Algernon  Grey 
and  WiUiam  Lovet  to  join  the  cavalcade  of 
the  court,  going  joyously  to  Schonau.  They 
were  to  pass  by  the  inn  in  half  an  hour*'* 

And,  pray,  how  did  this  ingenuous  youth 
deliver  himself?"  asked  Algernon  Grey. 
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^Ohl  with  inarvellous  fineness^  mj  lord^^ 
replied  the  page,  ''with  eveiy  coorteoas  in* 
veotion  that  his  genius  could  suggest." 

**  But  the  tongue.  Master  Frill,  the  tongue  ?" 
died  Algerocm ;  ''if  yon  could  not  ttnderstatid 
ooe  man^  how  could  jou  understand  the 
other?" 

"  He  spoke  Frenchy  my  lord,  with  the  utmost 
perfection,"  replied  the  boj. 

*'Come,  Algernon,  ^ou  are  wastiug  time," 
eiclaimed  Lovet;  ''order  your  horses  and 
jour  people,  or  you  will  be  too  late.** 

Algernon  Grey  uiuscd  for  a  single  instant, 
and  then  replied :    "  I  do  not  go,  Wil-» 

"  Nay,  not  go  T  exclaimed  his  friend.  "  Why, 
foa  cannot  help  yoorsel^  unleas  you  would  be 
called  the  Great  Bear  of  £nglaod«  In  every 
couatxy  of  the  world  such  an  invitation  from 
the  prince  18  oonrideied  a  command.'' 

^What  r^y  did  yoa  make,  Frilir  asked 
the  boy's  master. 

''I  said'  what  Tony  told  me,**  replied  the 


page^  namely^  ^  Master  Aigerooa  Grey  is  oat^ 
and  Heaven  knows  when  he  will  vetorn.*'' 

''I  shall  not  go^  William,"  repeated  the 
young  gentleman,  in  a  thoughtful  tone;  '^I 
have  my  own  reasons,  and  assuredly  I  do  not 
lide  to-day." 

^'  Then  you  are  either  going  to  fight  a  duel, 
make  love,  or,  in  the  silent  and  tender  soKtade 
of  your  chamber  in  an  hon,  gm  yourself  up  to 
sweet  meditation  of  your  lady  's  ankles,"  replied 
William  Lovet,  resuming  his  usual  bantering 
tone.  Methinkfl^  I  see  yoo,  sitting  with  the 
indicator  digit  of  your  dexter  hand  pressed  8o£dy 
on  the  delicate  cheek  of  ycrntb,  the  eyebrow 
vmedf  one  eye  to  heaven,  the  other  to  earth, 
with  a  slight  poetical  squint  upon  your  coun- 
teoaace,  aad  your  bosom  heaving  sighs  like  a 
pot  of  hot  bfolL— Come,  come»  Algernon,  cast 
off  these  humoui%  cr  tnm  anchorite  at  once. 
Idve  like  other  men,  and  don't  go  about  the 
liodd  as  if  your  giandmother's  brocade  petti- 
coat were  hanging  for  ever  over  your  head» 
like  an  extinguisber,  putting  out  the  flame  of 
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yooth,  and  health,  and  strei^th^  and  bre,  and 
life.  Look  about  you ;  aee  if  you  can  find  one 
single  mon,  of  your  own  age,  bearing  willingly 
about  upon  hk  sbooldera  acraplea  enough  to 
com  a  pedlar's  pack  full  of  warn,  aa  flinuy 
ml  worthless  as  auj  it  ever  contained*  Be  a 
wo»be  a  man  I  Surely,  your  boyhood  is  past ; 
and  you  luure  no  longer  to  £ear  the  pedagogue's 
rod,  if  you  stray  a  Uttle  beyond  the  tether  of 
your  moAer^s  apron-string." 

Aigenion  Grey  smiled  calmty,  but  merely 
Bockkd  his  head,  saying:  ''I  shall  not  go^ 
Lofet,  and  all  the  len  fer  a  laugh.  If  I  could 
be  teaed  from  my  purposes  by  a  jest,  I  should 
tbink  myself  a  boy,  indeed.  You  will  hnd  that 
out  St  Isst,  good  fimid.  But,  hark,  there  are 
the  trumpets ;  get  you  gone^  and  good  ibrtuae 
itteud  you.  Call  out  his  horse,  FiUi,  that  he 
naj  not  imitate  my  sullen  boorishneas,  aad 
keep  the  pxincely  partjr  waiting." 

*^  Well,"  cried  Lovel,  bhrugging  his  shoulders, 
"moii  reverend  cousin,  I  vill  wish  yoa  a  good 
QOfoing*  In  your  solemn  prayers  and  devout 
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outpourings  of  the  heart,  remember  your  poor 
sinful  cousin,  and  especially  petition  that  he 
may  never  see  the  evil  of  his  ways,  nor  let  one 
pleasure  slip  from  him  that  fortune  offers  to  his 
lip.  It  is  a  devout  prayer;  for  if  I  did  not 
enjoy  myself  I  should  do  something  much 
worse;  and  the  devil  would  not  only  have 
me  in  the  end,  but  in  the  beginning.  Adieu, 
adtea !  Here  they  eome ;  I  hear  the  datter 
and  mnning  to  the  door  he  closed  it  sharply 
behind  him,  while  Algernon  Grey,  without 
approaching  too  near,  turned  to  the  window^ 
and  gftsed  out  into  the  market-place. 

The  next  instant  a  gay  and  splendid  train 
swept  up,  preceded  by  two  trumpeters  in 
gorgeous  liveries.  Magnificent  horses,  many- 
coloured  apparel,  gold  and  embroidery,  grace- 
ful forms,  and  joyous  bearing,  rendered  the 
party  one  which  any  young  heart  might  have 
oeen  glad  to  join;  but  the  eye  of  Algernon 
Grey  ran  over  the  various  groups  of  which  it 
was  composed,  seemingly  seeking  some  partico- 
lar  object,  with  a  curious  and  inquiring  glance. 
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It  rested  principally  on  the  yarioos  female 
Sffoes  of  the  princess's  train ;  but  almost  all 

ilie  ladies  wure  ilie  small  black  mabk^  or  loup, 
then  common  at  the  court  of  France,  and 
sometimes^  though  not  so  frequently,  seen  in 
England.  The  iieat  of  the  day  and  the  power 
of  the  sun  gave  them  a  fair  excuse,  in  the 
care  of  their  complexions,  ibr  adopting  a  mode 
must  favourable  to  intrigue  ;  and,  whoever  it 
might  be  that  the  young  gentleman's  eye  sought 
for  in  the  cavalcade,  he  could  not  ascertain, 
with  any  certainly,  which  she  was. 

Tbe  etiquette  of  the  court  prevented  the 
train  irom  stopping  for  any  of  the  expected 
party;  but,  before  it  had  (killed  towards  the 
bridge,  the  horse  of  William  Lovet  dashed 
forward  from  the  gateway;  and,  after  a  low 
reverence  to  the  Elector,  he  fell  back  and 
attached  himself  to  the  side  of  one  of  the 
ladies  in  the  train,  who  greeted  him  with  a 
plajful  nod. 

Algernon  Grey  seated  himself  at  the  table, 
leaned  his  head  thoughtfully  upon  his  hand,  and 
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remained  in  that  poaitioii  tor  nearly  a  ^giiarter 

of  aa  hour. 

**  No,''  lie  said*  at  length,  no,  I  will  not 
riak  her  happiness  or  my  own— -I  wiU  not  do  it 
again — it  haa  been  once  too  often*" 

lie  rose  as  he  spoke,  and  after  giving  some 
ofders  to  hia  servants,  strolled  down  to  the 
river's  side,  and  there,  hiring  a  rude  bark,  many 
of  which  were  moored  to  the  bank,  he  directed 
the  boatman  to  let  it  drop  slowly  down  tho 
stream.  The  hours  passed  dullyi  thouj^  be 
was  not  ooe  of  those  to  wboui  the  silent  com* 
mune  of  the  heart  with  itself  is  wearisome. 
Bat  there  was  a  cause  why  that  calm  medite^ 
tion,  in  which  he  had  often  found  true  pleasure, 
waa  not  now  a  resource.  He  tried  to  cast  it 
off»  to  fix  his  mind  upon  subjects  fereign  to  that 
upon  which  his  heart  was  resolved  to  dwell; 
and  the  struggle  to  escape  from  an  ever  recur* 
ring  object  of  thought  in  always  heavy  labour. 
Still  the  hours  flew,  though  with  a  flagging 
wing ;  and  when  he  calculated  that  the  time  of 
his  promised  visit  to  Colonel  Herbert  at  the 
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cttth  wm  approaching  he  xetnmed  to  ibm 
tow»9  aad  making  aome  chai^  ia  hia  appuel, 
walked  aluwl^  up  die  hill. 

The  sun  was  indeed  declining,  bat  when  he 
reached  the  gatee  of  the  ca»Ue^  which  stood  open> 
the  clock  ia  the  bridge  tower  struck  seven,  aud 
ahowed  him  that  he  was  earlier  on  the  way  than 
he  had  proposed  to  be.  Well,''  he  thoughtp 
^  it  matters  not.  The  great  and  the  gay  are 
all  absent,  and  lean  stroll  about  the  gardens  and 
oomta  till  the  hoor  conies.  Doubtless  they  will 
give  me  admission." 

He  fiHtnd  no  difficulty  in  gaining  entrance, 
and  a  aenran^  of  whom  he  inquired  for  the 
lodging  of  Coionel  Herbert,  courteously  accom* 
panied  him  acroaa  the  court-yard,  saying  be 
would  pcnnt  it  out.  Entering  the  building  at 
the  further  angle  of  the  court,  they  passed  under 
the  arcade  of  three  stages  near  the  Knights'  hall, 
aad  then  through  a  long  stone  passage,  to  the 
foot  of  a  flight  oi  steps  in  the  open  air,  aboTO 
the  highest  of  which,  on  a  level  with  his  own 
hreastt  Algenion  Grey  saw  a  wide  stone  plat* 
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form,  like  that  of  an  enormous  rampart,  sur- 
ronnded  by  a  balostinde  flanked  by  two  amall 
octagon  turrets.  The  tops  of  the  mountains  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Neckar  appeared  above  the 
balustrade,  the  clear  blue  sky  was  seen  over 
head,  and  the  evening  song  of  one  of  the 
autumD-singing  birds  made  itself  heard  from 
the  castle  gardens,  rising  clear  and  melodiou 
over  the  dull  hum  which  came  up  irom  the 
city  below. 

^  I  am  half  an  hour  beibre  my  time,''  said  the 
young  gentleman  to  the  servant,    and  if  you 

will  just  point  out  to  me  which  is  Colonel  Her- 
bert's lodging,  I  will  wait  here  tiU  the  hoar 
appointed,  I  may  as  well  pass  the  minutes  in 
ibis  pleasant  place  as  any  where  else." 

This  is  the  Altan,  sir,"  replied  the  man ; 
the  view  from  it  is  greatly  admired ;  and  if 
you  turn  to  the  right  at  the  end,  it  will  lead  you 
by  the  only  passage  there  to  a  door  m  the  first 
tower — ^you  see  it  there.  The  English  knight*s 
lodging  is  above,  and  you  cannot  miss  your 
way*   Yon  might,  indeed^  go  round  by  the 
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aibeaal;  bat  the  sentinel  wiU  not  let  jou  pass^ 
onkn  I  am  with  yon/' 

"  Oh,  I  shall  find  it  easily,  I  doubt  not/' 
answered  the  young  Engli&lmian ;  and  adding 
thtnksy  and  a  anbatantia]  token  thereof,  he 
Hummed  the  steps  and  walked  slowly  forward 
to  the  parapet,  while  a  crowd  of  the  beautiful 
olqeetB  which  only  natore'a  treasury  can  dis- 
play, rushed  upon  his  eyes  in  dream-hke 
spiendour.  Hardly  had  the  first  feeling  of 
adnmation  been  felt,  however,  when  a  slight 
exdamation  of  aurpriae  nttered  dose  to  him 
made  him  turn  his  head  towards  one  of  the 
two  small  octagon  torrets  which  stood  at  either 
eitieme  end  of  the  Altan. 

The  door  was  open,  and  he  beheld  coming 
ibrwaid  a  female  figure  which  it  required  but 
one  look  to  recofrnise.  There  waa  a  well- 
pleased  smile  upon  her  countenance,  bland, 
fink,  and  simple.  She  saw  her  agree* 
able  companion  of  the  night  before;  she 
remembered  with  satisiSM^tion,  and  without  one 
igitatii^  thought,  the  pleasant  hours  she  had 
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q>eiit  with  him,  and  advanced  gaily  and  gladl/ 
to  meet  him,  only  conscious  of  finendaliip  cod 
eslttoui* 

Algernon  Grey  was  better  zead  in  the  wocld 
than  his  companion  Lovet  believed— aye,  even 
in  its  most  difficult  page,  the  heart  of  womaa. 

^Nevertheless,  though  he  marked  the  lady's 
manner,  and  instantly  drew  conclusions  fix>m  it^ 
those  oondosioDS  were  not  altogether  just.  He 
saw  that  straightforward  well*pleased  look— the 
free  and  unembarrassed  air,  and  he  said  within 
his  heart,*— Sie  at  least  is  in  no  danger.  lit 
is  for  myself  I  must  beware.'' 

The  courLesies  of  life,  however,  were  not  to 
be  omitted;  and,  thoogh  with  a  grave  hodk^  ha 
met  his  iaur  companion  with  the  usual  saluta* 
tions  of  the  mornings  proposing  to  himself  to 
apeak  a  few  words,  and  then  withdraw.  But 
there  are  as  strong  attractions  as  those  of  the 
magnet  for  the  needle;  and,  once  by  her  side, 
resolution  fiuled. 

lam  very  glad  to  see  you/'  she  said,  with 
the  :^ame  beaming  look;     I  had  come  out 
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Utherfcr  a  solitflfy  mlk  iipoii  die  Allaii  while 

the  court  is  absent,  and  little  thought  of  having 
a  compauiou  vtho  can  enjoj  this  scene  as  I  do.*^ 
*'How  comes  it  yoa  aie  not  widi  the  gay 

psityTasked  Algernon  Gxey;  ''Ithon^all 

the  World  had  gone.'' 

^  Bot  yoa  and  I,"  answered  the  lady,  ''and 
one  whom  you  have  not  seen,  but  whom 

jo\x  should  know  before  jou  leave  this  place ; 

a  wiser  or  a  kinder  being  does  not  live  thsa 
the  £lectress  Dowsger,  Louisa  Juliana.  JNe^  I 
iUjed  to  read  to  and  amube  her;  for  she  has 
been  ill  lately-^what  with  some  anxiety  and 
some  sorrow.  She  would  not  let  me  remain 
longer,  or  I  would  gladly  have  done  so ;  for  she 
hss  been  as  a  mother  to  me  when  I  most 
needed  a  mother's  care— and  what  can  I  ever 
do  lo  repay  her?** 

Love  her,*'  answered  the  young  English* 
losn;  ^  that  ia  the  repayment  from  noble  heart 
to  nobie  heart.  But  this  is  indeed  a  splendid 
new  t  What  a  confunon  of  magnificent  objects 
Resent  themselves  at  once  to  the  eye,  with  the 
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sun  setting  over  yon  wide  plain  and  those  golden 
hills  beyond." 

A  jy'^  answered  Agnes,  following  with  her 
eyes  the  direction  in  which  he  pointed,  and 

those  golden  hills  hide  in  their  bosom,  as  in  a 
rich  casket^  a  thousand  jewels.  There  is  not  a 
valley  amongst  them  that  is  not  rich  in  loveli- 
ness, not  a  hill  or  craggy  steep  that  does  not 

bear  up  bome  castle  or  abbey,  some  legend  of 
old  times,  or  some  deep  history.  Can  yoo  not 
mark,  too,  the  current  of  the  glorious  Rhine, 
the  King  of  Europe's  streams,  as  he  flows  oa- 
ward  there  ? — ^No  ?  Beside  those  towers,  yon 
catch  a  glistening  of  the  waters  as  they  pour 
forward  to  revel  in  the  magnificence  beyond.** 
X  see,  answered  Algernon  Grey,  ^  I  always 
love  the  Uhine,  with  its  vine-covered  hills  and 
castled  rocks  and  its  storied  memories.  Its 
course  seems  to  me  like  that  of  some  fine  old 
poem,  where,  in  even  flow,  and  amidst  images  of 
beauty,  the  mind  is  led  on  with  ever  varying 
delight  till  in  the  end  it  falls  into  calm,  solemn, 
contemplative  repose." 
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koow  little  of  poetry  or  poets/  replied 
Agnes.  ^  Somoj  indeed,  I  have  read,  especially 
some  of  the  Italian  poets,  and  they  are  very 
bentifiil,  it  is  tme ;  bat  I  fiuicy  it  is  better  to 
know  the  poem  than  the  poet,  the  work  rather 
thsn  the  writer — at  least  so  it  has  been  with 
all  those  I  have  seen." 

^It  is  tme^  I  believei"  said  Algernon  Grey, 
"our  thoughts  are  generally  more  poetic  than 
our  aetionfl,  almost  always  than  onr  de* 
mesnoar;  invariably,  I  may  say,  than  our 
persons;  and  when  we  remember,  that  the 
U^iest  quality  of  the  human  mind  places 
be£9ie  us  in  a  poem  only  that  which  mature 
and  deliberate  judgment  pronounces  to  be  the 
best  of  Its  froits,  !t  is  not  wonderful  diat  the 
nun  should  seem  less,  when  we  can  see  him 
near,  than  the  poem  gave  us  cause  to  expect*" 

la  such  conversation  a&  this,  of  an  elaborate 
sad  somewhat  didalic  turn,  the  young  English- 
maa  thought  himself  perfectly  safe*  He  fan- 
cied he  could  discuss  poetry  and  poems,  beau- 
tifiil  scenery,  the  grand  works  of  nature  or  of 
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art,  with  the  loveliest  being  ever  eye  beheldj 
without  the  dightest  danger  to  himself  or 
othoKL  Unwarned  by  the  fiite  of  Beatrice  and 
her  lover,  or  of  Abelard  and  his  pupil,  he 
fimcied  that  on  such  cold  and  general  themes 
ha  could  diseoone  in  safety,  eten  with  the  fair 
creature  beside  him ;  but  he  forgot,  that  through 
the  whcde  world  of  the  beautiful  and  the  ezcel- 
lenty  in  nature  and  in  ar^  there  is  a  grand  tie 
which  links  with  the  rest  the  heart  of  man : 
that  sympathy  is  love,  in  a  shallower,  or  a 
deeper  degree :  and  he  forgot,  moreoyer,  that 
the  transition  is  so  easy,  by  the  ever  open 
doors  of  association,  from  the  most  cold  and  in- 
diffsrent  things  to  the  wannest  and  the  deavsst, 
that  the  heart  must  be  well  guarded,  the  mind 
well  assured,  before  it  ventures  to  deal  with 
au(^t  that  excites  the  fiincy  in  companionship 
w&di  one  who  has  already  some  hold  upon  the 
imagination. 

Insensibly,  tlu  v  knew  not  well  how,  tliebr 
converaation  deviated  iarom  the  mere  objects 
tangible  to  the  senses,  to  the  effects  produced 


Digitized  by  Gck  -^n^ 


175 


>^  ibose  abjects  on  the  nuud.  From  the  mind 
Ihey  ^fent  to  the  heart ;  and  Agnet,  for  atime, 
we&t  on  to  talk  with  glowing  eloquence,  of 
all  those  feelings  and  emotions,  of  whicii  it 
was  e?ident  enough  to  her  companion,  she 
apeke  by  heanay  rath^  than  by  experience. 
Uer  words  were  careless,  brilliant,  even,  per- 
bps,  we  may  say  light,  in  its  better  sense,  for 
some  tiflse  after  their  discourse  took  that  turn. 
She  jested  with  the  subject,  she  sported  with 
i^Uke  a  diiU  who,  having  found  a  shining 
yieoe  of  steely  oMkes  a  plaything  of  it,  un- 
knowing that  it  is  a  dagger  which,  with  a  light 
Uow,  may  cat  the  knot  of  lUe.  Suddenly, 
however,  firom  some  feelings  undefined  even  to 
herself  she  stopped  in  full  career,  became 
flwut^btfol,  serious,  more  avarietons  of  her 
woRh.  A  deepsr  tone  pervaded  them  when 
&ey  were  ^ken;  and  she  seemed  to  have 
fiMmd  unexpectedly,  that  she  was  dealing  with 
dasi^i  which  at  sooEia  time  mi^t  have  a  more 
pmecfiil  and  heartfelt  interest  ibr  herself  and 
that  she  bad  better  escape  from  such  topics. 
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treating  them  gra?ely,  whilst  she  was  obliged 
to  treat  of  them  at  all.  Her  conversation,  in 
shorty  was  like  a  gay  pleasure-boat,  which  quits 
the  shore  in  sunshine  and  merriment^  but, 
finding  itself  far  from  land,  makes  its  way  back 
with  earnest  speed  with  the  first  cloud  that 
gathers  on  the  sky« 

Her  altered  manner  called  Algernon  Grey  to 
himself;  and,  as  ibey  turned  back  again  along 
the  Altan,  he  said,  anxious  to  fly  firom  a  danger 
which  he  felt  had  its  fascination  too^  but  yet 
mingling  with  the  adieu  he  was  about  to  spealc 
such  a  portion  of  feeling  as  might  pass  for 
ordinary  gallantry;  ^'I  must  now  leave  you, 
I  believe,  for  the  sun  is  so  low,  that  it  warns  me 
of  my  engagement  to  spend  this  evening  with 
a  countryman  of  ours,  named  Colonel  Herbert^ 
iriiom  I  have  made  acqwaintance  with  thitf 
morning— indeed,  it  is  past  the  hour." 

^  Oh,  I  will  show  you  the  way,"  answered 
Alice,  with  a  smile;  I  am  going  thither,  too ; 
but  do  stay  jfor  an  instant  to  lode  at  that  star 
rising  over  the  Odenwald.  How  clear  and  calm 
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il  flbineB !  How  roirnd,  and  fiiU^  and  iinFaiy* 
iogl  II  muBt  be  a  planet;  and  I  cannot  help 
diixiking  often^  that  womau  s  true  sphere  is  like 
that  of  yonder  star.  There  may  be  brighter 
tbiogB  in  the  heaven%  twinkling  and  sparkling 
with  traoscendant  hght;  but  her  fate  is  like 
that  of  the  planet^  to  wander  round  one  sole 
olyeety  ttom  which  die  receives  all  her  bright- 
nessy  in  constant,  tranquil,  peaceful  watchfiil* 
Mm,  calm  but  not  dull,  and  bright  but  not 
•hue— BOW  come*  ^ 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

Ix  a  latge  cirealar  room,  with  a  massive  column 
in  &e  midst,  from  which  sprang  the  groins  of 
the  numerous  arches  which  formed  the  vault, 
sat  the  stout  soldier  Herbert,  vrith  his  two  com- 
panions, Algernon  Grey  and  the  &Lr  Agnea* 
The  chamber  itself,  notwithstanding  its  unusual 
form,  was  comfortable  and  highly  decorated* 
The  floor,  somewhat  unusual  in  those  times, 
and  in  that  country,  was  of  wood ;  the  stone 
column  in  the  centre  was  surrounded  by  a 
richly-carved  oak  seat,  furnished  with  cushions 
of  crimson  velvet ;  and  the  heavy  mass  of  the 
pillar*  which  rose  above,  was  broken  and  re-* 
lieved  by  four  groups  of  armour  gathered  into 


Digitized  by  Google 


HKIBELBEBO 


179 


the  shape  of  trophies.   Seats  and  bookcases, 

and  those  articles  of  furoiture  which  are  now 
called  etayhre^i  all  likewise  of  oak,  oraamented 
with  YelTet  and  fringes  of  a  crimson  cotoor, 
occupied  the  spaces  between  the  windows; 
and  on  the  one  side«  midway  from  the  pillar  to 
the  wall,  was  a  table  coveied  with  clean  white 
hoen,  snppordng  yarious  baskets  of  rich  and 
earlj  iruit»  with  wine  and  bread,  but  no  other 
viands. 

On  the  other  side  was  also  a  table,  on  which 
were  cast  negligently  some  books,  a  pair  of 
giantlets,  two  or  three  daggers  from  difierent 
lands,  and  a  number  of  objects,  valuable  either 
£or  their  rarity  or  for  the  beauty  of  their  work- 
oiandup.  A  fine  picture  stood  on  the  ground, 
leaning  against  a  chair,  at  one  point;  an  an* 
tique  marble  vase,  richly  sculptured,  was  seen 
at  another ;  a  lance  appeared  resting  on  the 
^Kmlder  of  a  statue ;  and  the  mask  of  a  satyv, 
ixom  some  iioman  building,  was  placed  in  the 
gaping  visor  of  a  helmet  which  stood  at  the 
foot  of  a  bookcase.   The  whole  was  lighted  by 
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ciescetB  hung  agaiost  the  oolninD,  which  shed 
a  soft  and  pleasant  histie  through  the  wide 

room. 

The  host  and  his  guests  were  seated  at  the 
table  where  the  fruit  was  qpread,  and  they 

seemed  to  be  enjoyiog  highly  their  simple  und 
innocent  meal.  Herbert  himself  was  gajer  in 
manner  than  he  had  been  in  the  morning; 
Agnes  ga^e  way  to  the  flow  oi  lier  young  blight 
fancies  with  as  little  restraint^  or  even — less, 
perhaps,  than  when  ehe  had  been  with  Alger- 
non Grey  alone ;  and  the  young  JEnglishman 
feelii^  that,  for  that  evening  at  least,  it  was 
useless  to  struggle  against  the  fiite  that  had 
brought  them  together,  yielded  hia  ^ixit  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  moment,  and  resolved  to 
eiqoy  the  cup  which  he  had  noC  eoqght  to 
taste. 

It  must  not  indeed  be  supposed  that  the 
eemeiaatioa  was  all  of  a  biighc  or  choufld 
cfaancter ;  for  it  went  on,  in  its  natunl  comae, 

from  subject  to  subject,  resembling  in  its  aspect 

a  rich  antmnn  dsgr,  where  gtowing  suaaUne 
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ttd  sombre  masses  of  cloud  aitenuUeij  sweep 
over  the  prospect,  giviog  a  varied  interest  to 
thesoeiie. 

Hie  ooDwaatioQ  of  Herbert  Uioself  was 
not  iu  gcuerai  of  a  Yery  cheerful  tone  j  it  was 
oocaaonally  pungent,  shrewd*  and  keen  in  the 
ftwMAa^  bat  that  of  a  man  who*  hainng 
nuogled  much  with  the  world — partaken  of  its 
pleianie%  shared  in  its  strife,  and  known  its 
sooowa-'-had  withdrawn  for  several  jears  from 
mj  very  active  participaiiou  in  the  pursuitb  of 
ether  men,  still  watching  eagerly  as  a  spectator 
Ae  aoenea  in  which  he  had  once  been  an 
actor* 

The  connexion  between  him  and  Agnes  had 
somewhat  posded  Algernon  Grey  at  his  first 
cntranoe.  Their  evident  familiarity*  their  afiiec- 
tioa  one  for  the  other,  had  perhaps  pained  him 
6r  an  instant— it  was  bnt  for  an  instant ;  for* 
though  she  gave  the  old  soldier  both  her  hands* 
s&d  ki&i^ed  with  her  glowing  lips  his  weather- 
beaten  cheek*  it  was  sll  done  so  firanldy*  so 
csadidly*  that  the  youog  faigUshmau  felt  there 
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must  be  something  to  warrant  it — that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  concealed.  He  then  asked 
himself  more  than  once,  what  the  relationship 
could  be  ?  but  it  was  not  till  he  had  been  there 
nearly  an  hour»  that  the  &ir  girl,  in  addrebsing 
Herbert  called  him    My  dear  uncle.'* 

Algernon  Grey  asked  himself  why  he  should 
have  felt  pained  at  her  familiarity  with  any  man^ 
whether  her  near  relative  or  not? — but  it  was 
a  question  which  he  could  not  or  would  not 
answer^  and  he  hurried  away  from  it  to  other 
things.  I  knew  not,"  he  said,  "  that  this  &ir 
lady  was  your  kinswoman,  Colonel  Herbert, 
though  we  spoke  of  her  at  good  Dr.  AIting*s 
this  moming.** 

You  gave  me  no  reason  to  know  that  it 
was  of  her  you  spoke,"  answered  Herbert,  with 
a  smile. 

^  Yes,  methinks  I  did,"  said  the  other 
gaily :  I  told  you  I  had  been  at  the  court 
revel  last  night,  and  had  pcissed  the  hours  with 
a  lady  whom  I  described  right  welL" 

Ohj  let  me  hear,  dear  uncle  1  let  me 
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hear  T  exclaimed  Agnes ;  ^<  I  should  so  much 
like  to  hear  a  stranger's  description  oi  mjsel^ 
— jou  must  tell  me  aU  he  said." 

^  That  is  because  yoa  are  vain,  my  child/' 
answered  the  old  soldier;  '^you  would  not  like 
lu  bear  it,  if  you  thought  he  had  blamed  you 
Nay,  I  will  not  tell  you  a  word." 

Then  I  will  divine  for  myself,"  cried  Agnes ; 
**  and  you  ^hall  see  whether  I  am  vaiu  or  not. 
He  said  he  had  met  a  wild  romantic  girl,  not 
?eiy  courtly  in  her  manners^  who  had  talked  to 
him  all  iiigbt  on  themes  which  might  have 
suited  a  pmnter  or  a  chaplain  better  than  a 
court  lady;  that  she  danced  better  than  she 
talked, — dres&ed  better  thaii  bke  danced, — and 
had  a  sovereign  objection  to  love-speeches." 

Algernon  Grey  smiled,  and  Uerbert  replied, 
tapping  her  cheek  with  his  Angers,  but  looking 
RMmd  to  their  young  companion:  You  see, 
sir,  in  what  these  women's  vanity  consists- 
dancing  and  dressing  !  But  you  are  wron^ 
Agnes,  altogether*  He  said  not  a  word  of  your 
drasB, — ^he  took  no  notice  of  your  dancing,—- 
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he  did  not  object  to  your  prattlcj — and  he 
told  me  nothiDg  of  his  hmog  made  j<m  Urn- 
speeches.*' 

^Neither  did  he^"  cried  Agnesi  with  her 
dieek  glowing  at  the  eoodasioii  wliidi  her 
relation  had  drawn;  ^*we  heard  many  a  one 

passing  around  us,  but  he  made  none.  That 
was  the  reason  I  Hked  his  conversation,  and  I 
toM  him  so." 

Tou  tell  too  readily  what  is  in  your  hearty 
my  child,**  latd  Herbert ;  and  yet,  good  faith, 
I  would  MC  haw  it  otherwise.  But  of  one 
thing  you  may  be  sure,  that  the  man  I  would 
ask  here  was  too  much  a  gentleman  to  say 
ought  of  a  lady  whidi  was  not  pleasing  to  my 
ear.  What  he  said  came  to  this:  that  you  were 
a  goud  girl,  and  unlike  most  others  he  had  met. 

Was  it  not  80^  Master  Grey 
^  Somewhat  differently  expressed  and  co» 

loured,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  but,  at  all 
erentB,  the  sabstsnee  was  no  wome;"  and, 

willing  to  change  the  theme,  he  went  on  to 
say,    That  good  Dr.  Alting  seems  a  zealous 
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aud  ealkiibiastlc  mao.  It  is  strange  that  in  the 
coBBieree  with  the  world  of  a  long  life  he  has 
•ot  l«t  more  of  the  file  which  gen«.Uy  burns 
Lrighilj  only  in  youth.'* 

"  He  has  seen  Uttk  of  life,"  insweied  Her- 
bcfft»  ^  knows  little  of  the  world,  or  he  would 
not  entertain  buch  high  hopes  from  such 
donhriiil  |m)gnosticalion8.'^ 

Then  you  think  his  expecUtions  regarding 
the  result  of  this  election  will  be  dii»appointed?" 
iifced  the  young  EngUdiman* 

Herbert  mused  gravely,  and  then  xephed : 
^  I  know  not  what  portion  of  Ids  expectations 
jm  elhide  to^  or  whether  you  mean  alL  If 
the  btteif  I  say  some  of  them  will  certainly  be 
tm&ed:  Frederick  will  be  elected,  of  that  I 
CBtertain  no  doubt  These  stern  Bohemians 
iriU  never  choose  a  drunkard  and  a  knave,  and 
wild  that  excepUou  there  is  no  other  competitor 
ef  name»  Then,  again,  that  theie  will  be  the 
gnuid^-perliaps  the  only  opportunity  that  ever 
will  be  seen  of  rendering  the  pure  Protestant 
ftttb  laredoaainant  in  Germanyr-iui7>  mote. 
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of  breakiog  the  Austriaa  cbaiii  from  the  neck 
of  the  captive  empire.  I  do  not  at  all  deny, 
that  the  opportunity  will  be  there,  but  will  there 
be  men  to  seize  it?  That  is  what  I  doubt. 
Will  there  be  men  who,  having  stretched  forth 
the  hand  to  take  the  golden  occasion,  will  not, 
when  they  have  clutched  it,  suffer  it  to  slip 
froin  their  grasp?    That     the  great  question; 

for  to  £ul  is  worse  than  not  to  undertake. 

The  head  on  which  the  crown  of  Bohemia 

now  falls  should  be  one  full  of  those  rare 

eneig^ea  which  lose  no  chance,  and  which 
eommand  success;  there  should  be  experience 
or  genius,  and,  above  aU,  indomitable  firmness 
ofcharacterandactiTity  of  mind.  He  should  be 
a  man  of  one  grand  purpose,— cautious  as  reso- 
lute, watchful  as  enterprising,  leading  not  led, 
obstinate  in  preference  to  waverings — ^with  the 
whole  powers  of  heart  and  mind  bent  to  the 
attainment  of  a  single  object; — with  neither 
eyes,  nor  ears,  nor  thoughts  fer  aught  but  that* 
The  path  is  upon  a  glacier,  with  a  precipice 
below :  one  sUp  is  destructioa*   Now,  good  as 
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he  is, — brave,  intelligent,  noble,  sincere,  de- 
moted,—is  tlie  Elector  endowed  with  powers 
that  will  bear  liiiD  up  through  dangers  and 
difficulties  such  as  the  world  has  seldom  seen 

Often,  where  princes  themselves  would 
fittl,"*  answered  Algernon  Grey,  ''wise  conn*' 
seliors  and  great  generals  render  them  suc- 
cessful." 

"^Ue  must  be  a  wise  prince,  to  choose  wise 
oounseiiors, '  said  Herbert.  ^^Have  we  any 
lieit  r — Besides,  if  jou  woiild  calcuLite  the 
results  of  the  strife  about  to  spring  up,  look  at 
the  materials  of  the  two  parties*  This  is,  in 
truths  a  stru^le  betwixt  the  Protestants  and 
Papists  of  Germany.  Now,  there  is  something 
in  the  very  nature  of  the  two  religions  which 
gives  disunion  to  the  one,  consolidation  to  the 
other.  He  Papists  are  all  agreed  on  every 
sttential  point;  they  are  all  tutored  in  the 
same  school,  look  to  the  same  objects,  haye  in 
the  most  important  matters  the  same  interests. 
The  least  attack  upon  their  religion  is  a  rallying 
cry  lor  them  all;  their  wills  bend  to  its  dic- 


Uigitized  by  Google 


188  hudilbkm. 

tatesy  their  banners  uniurl  at  its  call,  their 
swofds  spring  forth  in  its  deftoee.  They  ace 
one  nalioD^  one  txib^  by  a  atroager  tie  than 
comoMm  country  or  common  origin.  They  are 
one  in  reli^on  and  the  religion  is  one*  But 
what  ia  the  case  mth  the  Protestants?  Split 
into  secta^  divided  into  parties  recognising  no 
authority  but  their  own  individual  judgments» 
diej  hate  each  other,  with  a  hatred  perhaps 
atroogedr  than  that  which  they  &el  towards  the 
BiOmanists ;  or  are  cold  to  each  other^  which  is 
worse.  There  is  no  bond  between  them  bat 
the  worst  of  bonds-^  common  enmity  to 
anothex  faith.  No^  no^  the  whole  tendencies 
of  one  party  are  to  divisioa,  the  whole  ten- 
dencies of  the  other  to  union,  and  union  is 
strength.'* 

^Nay,  my  dear  unde,"  cried  Agnes,  ^to 
hear  your  aigament%  one  wouhi  think  you 
a  Papist'' 

^Hold  yonr  wild  tongae,  yon  nnressoning 
cUUL"  answered  Herbert,  good«humouredly ; 
'*my  arguments  go  to  quite  a  contrary  end. 
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Weie  cbeve  not  iniMla  troth  imimpatdiable  m 
ti^  iloctriQes  of  the  Piotestanta^  tbm  would 
not  be  uiic  sect  of  them  left  bj  ibis  time,  so 
potent  aie  the  mean  arrayed  against  diem,  so 
feeble  aie  the  eaithly  bonds  that  hold  them 
together.  Were  it  not  fox  the  power  of  truth 
upon  their  aide,  the  fint  fabat  of  wind  wodd 
Uow  tliem  fiom  tim  earth;  but  great  is  troth, 
and  it  will  prerail,  however  weak  be  the  hands 
tbat  support  it,  however  strong  the  arms  raised 
locmshit.'' 

Yours  ia  a  gloomy  view,  nevwtheleas^"  re- 
joioed  Algernoa  Grey ;  but  we  must  still 
trost  to  the  ipigomr  dp  troth  ftr  the  support  of  « 
just  cause.  Many  will  doabtieaB  &U  away  in 
the  hour  of  need.  Of  that  I  am  aware ;  bul  if 
AeyeatTj  with  ihsm  only  their  own  wssfcnr  no 
and  the  dirisioBS  of  the  ftxtj,  their  abaenoe 
wii  but  give  strength.'* 

''WoO,  let  ns  talk  of  it  no  WBore,"  answered* 
tf^tfbfff^    ^hf>  jn^ot  nf  fitio  has  so  many  pages 
unopeaed  that  who  can  tell  what  may  be 
written  on  the  next?  That  casqiie  which  yon 
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see  there,  crowning  tbeanns  on  this  side  of  die 
piSlttTf  was  worn  by  the  good  and  great  CoUgni. 

Did  he  think  when  he  last  carried  it,  that  the 
day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  then  so  would 
see  his  massacre  and  that  of  his  companions  ? 
Did  he  think  that  the  king,  who  then  leaned 
upon  his  shotilder,  promising  to  act  by  his 
counsel  in  all  things,  wonld  command  his 
assassination  r*  or  that  the  gallant  young  prince, 
whom  he  appreciated  in  most  things  so  justly, 
would  abandon  the  fidth  for  which  they  had 
both  shed  their  blood,  and  be  murdered  by 
one  of  the  base  instruments  of  the  religion 
he  adopted?  He  must  be  a  madman  or  in* 
spired  who  ventures  to  prophesy  even  the 
deeds  or  eventii  of  to-morrow." 

And  this,  then,  was  the  casque  of  Ccdigni?** 
said  Algernon  Grey,  rising  and  approaching 
the  pillar;  ''one  of  the  greatest  men,  ulif 
dottbtedly,  that  ever  lived,  whose  spirit,  seemed 
to  revel  in  misfortunes,  and  whose  genius 
appeared,  even  to  his  enemies,  but  the  more 
bright  for  defeat**" 
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^  Aj,  fortune  was  only  oonstaiit  against 

Hm^^  aoswered  Ueibert,  ibUowiog  with  Agnes, 
he  went  on  with  still  increasing  renown  and 
dkarter,  till  his  glory  and  his  revenes  were 
clooed  by  his  assassination.'* 

**  Th€  body  perished/'  said  Agnes  in  a  sweet 
km  tone,  *'and  with  it  all  that  was  perishable. 
The  immortal  remained,  the  fame  that  car 
lumii y  could  never  sully,  to  thib  earth ;  the 
spirit  that  trinmphed  over  every  xeversef  to 
heaveoy  firom  whence  it  came/' 

Herbert  laid  hiB  hand  upon  her  shoulder, 
gazbg  at  ber  with  a  well-pleased  smile.  '*Yoa 
sttj  veil  speak  proudly  of  him,  my  child,''  he 
said;  for  your  noble  kinsman  has  left  a  name 
which  the  world  cannot  match.  There  are 
some  strange  things^  here,"  he  continued  ab- 
ruptly, turning  to  Algernon  Grey.  "  Do  you 
m  this  ancient  cuirass  shaped  almost  like  a 

''Ay,  and  that  gliastly  hole  in  the  left 
keast,"  cried  Agnes,  <<wbat  a  tale  that  tells  t 
Without  a  word  one  reads  there  that  by  the 
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woond  then  given  irhen  the  lance  pierced 
thiough  the  strong  iron,  a  gallant  apint  waa 
sent  from  earth  on  the  long  dark  journey. 
What  teaiB  were  then  ahed !  How  the  biidn 
or  the  young  widow  wept  in  inconaoli^ 
grief f  How  brethren  or  parents  mourned! 
What  ties  were  broken,  what  long  cherialied 
hopes  all  blasted,  what  bright  sdsemes  and 
glad  purposes  then  all  passed  away  like  a 
dream  l** 

Algernon  Grey  fixed  his  eyes  upon  lier, 

while  she  spoke  with  a  look  of  sad  and  soleom 
earDestness.  It  was  intense  and  thotightfol^ 
yet  fiiU  of  admiration,  and  Ivled  till  sIm 
ceased ;  bnt  Agnessaw  it  not,  for  her  eyes  were 
ndsed  to  her  uncle's  face,  and  her  whole  spirit 
was  in  the  words  ahe  ntteraL 

^  It  is  the  pleasant  part  of  life,  I  fear,*'  he 
said  at  length,  ^  which  thus  passes  like  a 
dream.  The  painfhl  things  rsmam— ay,  and 
grow  too.  With  the  bright  daya  pass  the 
bright  thoughts ;  with  the  light  season  flies  the 
light  heatt.  Man  has  bat  one  smsoner ;  if  k 
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be  clouded,  let  him  not  look  for  sonshine. 

Winter  will  surely  come." 

"Ay,  on  this  earth/'  answered  Herbert, 
"there  18  another  climate  hereafter^  where 
winter  is  not.  Still  jou  are  in  some  sense 
wrong.  Each  seasou  lias  its  sunny  liouis  for 
tbose  who  seek  them.  Youth  looks  forward  to 
age  with  apprehension,  age  to  the  state  be- 
}ond.  Neither  know  rightly  what  is  in  store. 
All  ibej  are  sure  of  iB,  that  there  atie  depriva- 
tions coming  of  things  which  they  fimcy  trea- 
sures; but  stili  each  step  of  life  shows  that  the 
most  prized  jeweb  of  the  former  were  but 
tinsel  and  false  stones.  What  will  the  last 
stage  show  of  all  the  rest?  That  cuirass  was 
young  Talbofs,  slmn  in  the  wars  in  France; 
that  gjsp  let  in  his  death-wound.  A  noble 
^irit  passed  away  to  a  nobler  world ;  a 
kind  yonng  heart  mourned^  and  went  to 
jdn  him*  These  are  brief  tales,  soon  told. 
Why  should  we  think  more  of  man  s  Ufe  and 
death  than  of  the  opening  and  the  &ding 
of  a  flower?    His  immortality  itself  makes 
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hia  life  the  lew  worth  though^  but  as  he 

uses  it.** 

These  gauntlets,  too/'  said  Algerooa  Grey, 
they  aeem  leaa  aucieiit  than  the  cuiraaa,  but 
yet  are  not  of  our  own  times.** 

"  They  are  those  of  a  king/'  answered  Her- 
bert; '^one  whom  men  esteem  gieat;  but  like 
most  of  the  world's  great  men,  with  many 
little uesses — Francis  the  First  of  Frauce." 

^AH  that  wee  great  in  fafan,*  replied  Al- 
gernon Greyi  '^belonged  to  the  Bj^it  of  a 
fori  lie  I  time.  He  had  a  touch  of  the  old 
ehivalrona  hononr,  and  compared  with  othems 
of  his  day,  with  our  own  Uany,  and  eren 
with  his  mure  famous  rival,  the  Emperor 
Gbarka,  he  atanda  out  bright  as  kn%ht  and 
gentlemauj  if  not  as  monarolu" 

Compare  him  not  with  Uarry,''8aid  Her- 
berty  ^'that  king  was  a  bnital  tyrant  He 
might  have  been  better^  indeed^  had  not  men 
atopidly  abolished  polygamyt  for  I  dare  say  he 
would  have  been  contented  to  let  hia  wives 
Hve^  if  the  laws  of  society  had  not  made  them  it 
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boidea  to  him;  and  ao,  like  most  meD^  he 
committed  great  crimes  with  a  pretext,  to 
ocape  fiom  araaller  fiuilts  leas  easOy  excused.'^ 
Ue  ^ke  iaughiogiy,  and  then  added,  ''Bat 
still  he  was  a  base,  bloody  tyrant,  aa  im- 
gratefbl  friend,  aa  ungenerous  master.  No, 
ao,  f  iBocb  was  too  good  to  be  hkened  to  him. 
No,  compare  iiim  with  the  man  whose  sword 
hnigs  yonder — with  Bayard,  and  then  how 
mall  the  king  becomes,  how  great  the  simple 
gentleman  !^ 

^  He  was  noble,  indeed  T  exclaimed  Agnes ; 
^aod  it  is  a  consolation,  too,  to  see  that  men 
admire  him  more  for  his  gentler  than  his 
sterner  qoaiities.  Woold  that  they  took  his 
leasoo  more  to  heart;  for  of  the  great  men,  ss 
they  are  called,  of  this  world,  how  few  are 
there  whose  renown  does  not  rise  on  deeds  of 
blood  and  mpine^  how  few  whose  monument  is 
not  nosed  on  violations  of  all  justice  and 
equity;  the  marble  their  fellow-creatures* 
corpses,  and  the  mortar  nun,  devastatioD, 
wrong,  watered  with  blood  and  tears.'* 
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AigerDon  Grey  gazed  upon  her  again  with 
the  same  sad  and  thoughtful  look;  and  Her- 
bert replied^  Too  true,  my  child ;  but  yet"— 
and  he  smiled  somewhat  sarcastically — 
have  rarely  known  the  lady  who  did  not  love 
these  sangninaiy  gentlemen  more  than  the 
humble  man  of  peace.  It  is  you,  and  such  as 
you,  who  spur  us  on  to  war." 

''War  most  be»  I  fear,"  answered  Agnes; 

and  Heaven  forbid  that  any  gentleman 
should  be  a  coward,  trembling  for  so  light  a 
thing  as  life ;  but  if,  when  driven  unwillingly 
to  strife,  men  wouldj  like  that  great  hero  you 
have  mentioned,  soften  the  rugged  trade  by 
the  virtues  of  the  Christian  and  the  knight, 
protect,  defend,  support,  rather  than  cypress, 
injure,  and  trample  down,  the  warrior  would 
be  worthy  of  all  love,  and  great  men  would 
become  great  indeed*  As  it  is,  one  turns  with 
horror  from  the  blood-stained  page  of  history, 
where  grasping  ambition  rides  in  the  tinsel 
chariot  of  a  false  renown,  over  the  craunctuag 
bones  of  whole  generations  slain.   The  world's 
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greatoesB  is  not  for  me ;  and,  all  woman  as  I 
am,  dear  uncle^  I  would  lather  be  a  nun, 

mewed  in  a  cloister^  than  the  wife  of  one  of 
diese  great  men." 

She  spoke  with  a  fire  and  ea&gj  which 
Aigemon  Grey  had  never  seen  in  her  before ; 
but  some  of  her  words  seemed  to  affect  Herbert 
more  than  might  have  been  expected.  He 
walked  suddenly  back  to  the  table^  and  seated 
himself  leaoing  his  head  upon  his  hand^  with 
a  sad  and  ^oomy  look.  Agnes  paused  a 
moment,  and  then  drew  gently  near,  laid  her 
hmd  upon  his,  kissed  his  furrowed  brow,  and 
mmtnured,  "  Foigiye  me  I  I  did  not  mean  to 
pain  you ;  I  thought  not  of  what  I  said." 

^  It  is  nothiugi  it  is  nothing/'  answered 
Hobert;  *'it  will  pass,  dear  child;"  and  al* 
omt  as  he  qpoke,  a  servant^  dressed  in  a 
fiflSereat  livery  firom  that  of  the  court,  entered, 
ai^og:  ''The  Dowager  Electress,  madam,  has 
sent  to  tell  yon  she  is  ready  when  you  like 
to  come.^ 

''I  win  be  with  her  direcdy,"  answered  the 
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fair  girl;  and  turning  to  Herbert  again,  she 
added  in  a  sad  tone:  ^'I  hare  ghren  pun 
enough  here,  for  one  night  at  least.— 'Farewellf 
coimtrjman/'  she  continued  franltlj,  holding 
out  her  soft  white  hand  to  Algernon  Grej,  I 
do  not  knoir  whether  vm  shall  ever  meet 
again ;  but,  methinks,  joa  will  remember  this 
nighty  80  unlike  any  you  have  probably  ever 
nassed." 

Her  words  were  &ee  and  unembarrassed ;  but 

Algcraou  Grey  iiad  deeper  feelings  in  his  heart, 

and  he  merely  replied,  I  will,"  at  the  same 
time,  however,  he  bent  his  head  and  pressed  his 

lips  upon  the  hand  she  gave  him.  It  was 
a  common  act  of  courtesy  in  those  days,  mark* 
ing  nothing  but  a  feeling  of  triendship  or 
respect ;  and  Agnes,  receiving  it  as  such,  drew 
the  light  veil,  which  had  fiedlen  upon  her  shonl* 
decs,  over  her  head,  and  left  the  rooou 

For  a  single  instant  Herbert  remained  seated 
in  die  same  desponding  attitude.  Then  rousing 
liimself,  he  turned  to  his  guest,  saying :  Come^ 
^aste  the  wine  again.   It  is  but  sour  stuff  this 
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Bhenish  wine  at  the  bes>t,  but  tim  is  as  good  as 

**lt  JB  better  than  loj  that  I  have  ever  tasted 

here,"  answered  Algernon ;  "  and  I  do  not  di^ 
like  tbaae  winea.  One  does  not  feel  as  if  ooe 
wm  drinking  molten  fire^  as  with  the  heady 

grape  of  Burgundjt  after  which  the  blood  seems 
to  go  tingling  in  fever  to  the  fingers*  ends. 
One  more  i^asa,  then,  to  the  health  of  the  £m 
lady  who  has  left  ua.*' 

''Yes,  she  is  fair,**  answered  Herbert,  thought- 
fiilly,  after  drinking  hia  wine» — BeautiM  aa 
her  mother,  and  as  good — more  gay,  but  not 
less  thoughtful. — Now,  my  young  friend,"  he 
continwfd,  there  ia  one  thing  puzzles  me  in 
yon.  That  yon  ahoukl  think  the  child  lovely 
does  not  surprise  me,  for  she  is  so :  I  know  it, 

and  am  acenatomed  to  hear  others  say  so;  bnt 

she  sets  bo  little  store  by  her  beanty,  that  it 
gives  me  no  pain.  There  is  a  difference 
between  admiration  and  love.  It  is  evident 
enough  that  the  blind  god  has  nought  to  do  in 

the  case  between  you  and  her;  but  yet  you 
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have  mofe  tban  once  gazed  at  her  Iong»  and 
with  a  sad  and  serious  countenance^  as  if  there 
were  deep  thoughts  regarding  her  silently  busy 
at  your  heart.  If  you  mind  not  telling  them^  I 
would  fain  hear  what  those  thoughts  were." 

caught  myself  sogazing,''  said  Algernon, 
with  a  smile,  ''not  long  before  she  left  the 
room.  It  was  when  she  spoke  of  the  horrom 
and  evils  of  war;  and  that  theme  connected 
itself  in  my  mind  with  what  had  passed  befim* 
I  asked  myself,  if  these  bright  scenes  are 
destined  to  be  visited  by  strife  and  pillage  and 
desolation,  what  will  be  the  fate  of  that  young 
fidr  being,  and  many  others  like  her.  Haid* 
ships  and  rude  alarms  and  the  daily  peril  of 
life  is  what  men  are  habitoated  to  ftom  boy- 
hood; but  what  can  woman  do  at  such  a 
season?  She  can  but  sit  still  and  weep,  await- 
ing her  destiny,  wbateyer  it  may  be.  The  clang 
of  the  trompet,  or  the  roll  of  the  dmm,  gives 
her  no  inspiring  occupation  to  while  away  the 
hours  of  suspense ;  and,  the  rude  captor's  prey 
in  a  town  taken  by  assanlt,  death,  and  worse 
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than  dealli^  may  be  her  portion. — Such  were 
the  thoughts  which  moved  me  on  this  last 
occasioii.  If  I  stared  at  her  so  rudely  at  any 
other  time^  I  have  ibrgotten  the  cause.'^ 

^It  win  be  long,  I  trust,"  answered  Herbert, 
^Teiy  long^  before  the  storm  rolls  hither,  even 
H  the  worst;  and  till  it  comes,  here  she  is  sate 
caoi^.  But  yet,  methinks^  good  fnend,  your 
thoo^ts  take  a  gloomy  turn,  and  somewhat 
straoge  lor  the  youth  of  the  present  day.  With 
mne  men  out  of  ten  in  every  court  of  Europe— 
Frmce,  England,  Grermany— *we  should  haye 
aought  but  gallant  speeches,  courtly  discourses 
of  snsll  hands  and  beautifiil  feet,  and  eye- 
bmrns  msomsUously  turned,  or  lectures  upon 
bmveiy,  what  colouis  suit  with  what  com- 
pksaDs,  what  ribands  and  what  laces  best 
hmoiuse,  what  dress  becomes  the  gay  and 
joimg,  the  tall,  the  short — with  an  intermixture 
ef  sgfas  and  smiles,  and  some  slight  touch  of 
iQM  and  other  flowers,  to  i^ve  an  Arcadian 
glow  to  the  whole.  But  here  you  have  been  as 
grave  as  a  judge  over  a  long  cause  which  makes 


his  (iinuer  wait;  speakiog  with  all  calm  ^leoft- 
nityy  as  if  yoa  had  never  ben  taoglit  to  laugh. 
~Wby  8o  ead,  my  friend?  Time  enough  £ar 
sadness,  when  real  sorrow  comes." 

Algernon  Grey's  btow  became  graver  than 
befbre;  not  that  be  looked  hurt,  or  pained,  bet 
there  waa  a  aort  of  stem  and  serious  earnest- 
Dees  upon  his  face,  as  he  replied  with  hiie^ 
dow,  pointed  woidi:  **Most  men  htTO  some 
aad  secret  in  their  bosom." 

So  young !"  said  Herbert,  musing.  Nay, 
I  think  not  meet  men ;  though  some  few  mey/ 

'^Have  not  yoa»  yourself?"  asked  Algernon 
Grey,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  lum  stcadfastlyf 
^'and  none  can  aay  what  will  be  the  hour  Cnt 
the  poisoning  of  all  life's  atzeams;"  and  he 
paused  and  fell  into  thought. 

^  I  knew  not  that  the  lady  was  yow  roeee^" 
he  continaed  after  a  time;  ^*nor  certainiy 
did  I  expect  to  meet  her  here.  I  seek  not 
dangerona  companionships;  and,  mettiinbi, 
her  society  might  well  be  so  to  any  one  whose 
heart  is  not  a  stone.    However,  she  is  too  beo 
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md  liappj,  too  traoquil  in  hex  thougbU  and 
ha  mulf  to  be  cerilj  won ;  and  I  do  trnslf 
wi]ea«he  i»  woo,  tbat  she  may  meet  a  peisoa 
weD  worthy  oi  bcr.** 

Ohp  die  will  do  well  enough,"  eoeweied 
Uetbert.  ^  Women  always  chooae  iU;  bot» 
perhaps,  abe  may  not  choose  at  all ;  and  I  be- 
lieve tbe  groes  amoont  of  bappineti  would  be 
m  dwk  eidop  ftom  I  know  of  nien.~We  are 
strange  beings.  Master  Grey — boys  unto  the 
laety  we  rarei  eegetly  each  glittering  toy  we 
tee ;  and  tban  mifloae  itt  wben  we  bare  it  safe*" 
Theae  laat  words  gave  a  differeot  turn  to  the 
eomrersation ;  and  it  wandered  wide,  and  lasted 
long.  Before  it  came  to  an  end,  tbe  trumpets 
of  the  Elector's  party  were  heard  in  the  court- 
yard ;  and  Herbert  smiled  somewhat  cynically, 
but  made  no  obaenration.  Shortly  after,  the 
castle  clock  struck  ten;  and  Algernon  Grey 
look  bis  leave  and  returned  towards  his  inn  oq 
foot,  pondering  upon  tbe  character  of  tbe  man 
he  had  just  left,  and  striving,  as  we  all  do  when 
wc  loeet  Willi  uae  uiilikc  tbe  generality  of  our 
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acquaintance^  to  plunge  beneath  the  surface 
and  diacoTer  the  hidden  things  of  mind  and 
heart.  These  rereries  were  not  bo  profound^ 
however,  as  to  prevent  hun  from  remarking 
that  thick  clouds  were  driving  over  the  sky, 
'  while  the  stars  shone  out  and  disappeared  at 
intervals,  as  the  grey  vapoury  veil  was  cast  over 
them,  or  withdrawn.  The  wind,  too,  had  risen 
high;  and  the  night  was  very  different  from 
that  which  had  preceded.  When  he,  at  lengthy 
reached  the  inn,  some  drops  of  rain  were  fall- 
ing ;  and  his  heart  felt  sadder,  certainly,  rather 
than  lighter,  from  the  visit  he  had  paid. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 


It  was  a  night  of  storms  and  tempests.  As  is 
not  nnasual  ia  hilly  districts^  thunder^  as  well 
as  run,  was  bron^t  up  by  the  gasty  wind* 
Tiie  liouse,  though  m  the  midst  of  the  town^ 
«eemed  to  rock  with  the  Violence  of  the  blast. 
Hie  paonelling  cncked ;  the  arras  waved  over 
tbe  door;  the  rain  poured  down  in  incessant 
torrents ;  and  when  Algernon  Grej  looked 
foh  from  his  window,  as  he  did  more  than 
OQoe  during  the  long  nighty  he  beheld  the  Uvid 
lightning  flaming  along  the  streets,  reflected  as 
by  a  nunor  from  the  wet  and  shining  pavement 
of  die  canseway.  Quick  upon  the  flash  came 
the  peaiiog  thunder,  as  if  one  of  the  granite 
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mountains  had  been  riven  by  the  bolt  of  hea- 
ven, and  rolled  in  crashing  fragments  into  the 
▼alley  below. 

It  xms  late  ere  he  retired  to  xest ;  and  £ar 
more  than  one  hour  he  continued  pacing  up 
and  down  his  diamb^  in  deep  thought,  re- 
proaching himself  for  weakness  in  having  g^ven 
himself  up  to  fiiscinations,  which  he  now  found 
might  soon  become  too  strong  for  all  his  reso- 
lution to  resist   It  is  a  patnfhl  moment  whea 

a  firm  and  determined  mind  first  discovers  in 
itself  that  weakness  which  is  in  all  human 
nature,  when  it  has  to  accuse  itself  of  having 
yielded,  even  in  a  degree,  to  temptations  which 
it  had  resolved  to  oppose ;  when  it  learns  to 
doubt  its  own  stability  and  vigour,  and  is  forced, 
from  experience  of  the  past,  to  attach  a  con- 
dition, dependent  upon  its  own  strength  or 
feebleness,  to  every  resolution  for  the  foture. 
It  IS  a  painfhl  moment,  a  moment  of  appie- 
hension  and  dread,  of  doubt  and  sorrow;  and 
Algernon  Grey,  more  than  once,  said  to  him- 
seli^   No,  I  will  not  go  thither  again — whether 
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WiUiuii  wiMjB  here  or  no^  I  will  go  fin^ 
ward*" 

lie  was  weary,  Luwever,  and  whea  lie  did 
ndR  to  mt,  sleep  soon  Tisited  his  eyelids; 
bat  the  Sana  which  had  troubled  his  waking 
thoughts^  visited  iiim  with  more  calmiDg  and 
{ileaBiiig  influence  in  his  dreams.  Agnes  wan- 
dered with  him.  Heaven  knows  where;  no 
oi^er  bringing  with  her  iiebitatiou  aud  doubt 
is  Id  Us  own  oooise ;  but  smiling  with  all  her 
yoatfafbl  grace  undooded,  and  spreading  sun- 
sbice  around  her,  even  to  the  very  depths  of 
Us  own  heart.  As  so  rarely  happens,  he  re- 
meabrnd  his  dream,  too»  when  he  awdte;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  imagination  was  but  an  agent  of 
Fate,  to  biud  him  iu  those  bonds  against  which 
ka  struggled  fiintleBsly. 

it  was  late  ere  he  unclosed  his  eyes.  The 
sua  was  far  up  in  the  sky,  but  still  not  showing 
las  fitte  unto  the  eardi ;  finr  the  stoonn  had  sunk 
aasy  into  doll  hesvy  rain ;  and  the  pattering 
tonrents,  wiiich  fell  firom  the  gutters  into  the 
ttaetSy  told  how  heavy  was  the  descending 
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deluge.  Large  undefined  wreaths  of  irfiite 
vapour  were  wound  round  the  brows  of  the 
hills;  and  the  eye  could  not  penetrate  either  up 
or  down  the  vaUey  beyond  a  few  hundred  jaida 
irom  the  spot  where  the  observer  stood. 

William  Lovet  was  in  an  ill  humour ;  for  he 
had  engaged  himself  to  xide  again  with  the 
court  that  mornings  if  the  day  were  fine.  .  But 
still  his  spleen  took  a  merry  form ;  and  though 
his  jests  were  somewhat  more  bitter  than 
usual,  he  jested  stilL  Often  did  he  look  at  the 
sky,  and  still  the  same  grave  blank  presented 
itself  tiU  the  hour  of  noon.  Then  the  expanse 
grew  mottled  with  slight  feathery  flakes;  the 
Hakes  separated  themselves  wider  and  wider 
from  each  other,  drew  into  distinct  masses  and 
left  the  blue  sky  visible  here  and  there.  The 
sun  shone  out  over  the  .valley  and  the  plain; 
but  the  clouds  upon  the  higher  hills  looked 
only  the  more  Uack  and  menadng.  However^, 
about  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  a  page  came, 
down  to  the  inn  with  a  billet  ibr  Master 
William  Lovet^  sealed,  perfiimedt  and  tied  widt 
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iim  silk  Qi£  a  rose  coUmr^  after  the  most 
improved  mode  of  tender  epistles  of  a  period 
lomeiiriiat  antecedent.   William  Lovet  took  it 
eagerly;  but  yet  he  could  not  make  up  his 
miad  to  open  it  widiout  some  slight  touches  of 
Us  own  sarcastic  humour.   He  hung  the  silk 
upon  his  litik  hnger,  held  the  note  up  to  Al- 
gernon Grey  vntli  a  gay  smile^  and  then  carried 
tk  to  his  nose  and  to  his  Hps,  ezdidming: 
^Fakaaaed  with  sigbs^  and  flavoured  with 
lufises !    Verily^  verily^  Algernon^  you  are  like 
m  andiorite  at  a  feast,  with  delicate  didies  and 
ibe  wines  before  yon,  and  yet  yon  will  not  taste 
— Bat  I  must  read  the  dear  contents.  Witness 
sH  ye  gods,  that  I  have  sworn  no  constancy. 
Of  att  the  silly  nations  in  the  world,  the 
Lotophagi  were  the  most  foolish;  for  after 
hsTing  once  tasted  their  favourite  food^  they 
eodd  ririish  no  other.   Now  ray  unperrerted 
pstatc  can  feast  on  every  sweet  thing  that  is 
offered  it/' 

While  ha  had  been  ntlering  the  last  words, 

be  had  cut  the  silk  and  opened  the  letter ;  andt 
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having  read  it  througb^  he  tamed  to  his  frieod, 
^jii^g»  The  expedition  is  put  off  till  after 
dinner ;  bat  at  two  we  set  forth.  Do  you  come, 
Algernon  ?* 

Not  I,^  answered  Algernon  Orej ;  I  lum 
no  invitation*" 

"  That  will  be  soon  procured,''  replied 
Lovet ;  but  fidth,  I  will  not  press  you.  Fcmt 
the  future,  you  shall  follow  your  own  course ; 
for  I  see  it  is  aU  in  vain  to  hope  for  anything 
like  the  fire  of  youth  in  yon.  I  did  think, 
indeed,  when  I  saw  you  and  that  lovely  Agnes 
Herbert  together,  some  spark  might  be  elicited; 
especially  when  my  fair  friend  told  me  that  she 
18 as  cold  as  you  are:  for  you  see,  Algernon — 
and  he  laid  his  finger  on  his  breast^  with  a 
laughing  look — "  b^  striking  flint  and  steel,  two 
hard,  cold  things  together,  men  make  a  fire — 
but  now  1  give  you  up.  Continue  to  live  on 
in  sanctified  decorum,  and  bring  back  a  virgin 
heart  to  England  with  you.  Were  you  in  witty 
Venice,  the  ladies  of  the  place  would  present 
you  with  a  coral  and  bells." 
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And  I  would  give  them  in  retarn  a  veil  and 
apmr  of  gloves,"  answered  Algernon  Grey, 

Oh,  they  wear  maaks^"  cried  LoveL 

I  know  they  do,''  said  his  companioD,  "and 
I  am  not  fond  of  masks.'* 

Welly  well,  I  most  have  dmner  (quick,  and 
nde  up  to  the  castle,'*  was  the  reply.  Every 
one  to  his  own  course,  and  happiness  of  his  own 
kind  to  each." 

The  dinner  was  obtained.  William  Lovet 
equipped  himself  in  his  bravery ;  and  Algernon 
Giey  remained  at  the  inn,  pondering  over  the 
iKicoatre  that  was  before  him.  To  few  men, 
etenof  the  most  gallant  and  determined,  are 
the  horns  preceding  a  meeting  of  this  kind  the 
most  pleasant  in  life.  And,  though  perhaps  no 
man  ever  lived  who  had  a  smaller  sense  of  per- 
Msal  danger  than  Algernon  Grey,  yet  they 
were  peculiarly  paint  ui  and  disagreeable  to  him. 
Bred,  like  almost  every  man  of  noble  femily 
«t  that  time,  to  anns,  he  had  been  in  his  boy«> 
hood  inured  to  peril  and  accustomed  to  look 
death  in  the  face ;  but  still,  educated  with  very 
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•met  nolions  ia  regnd  lDicligioii»  be  ocmkl  not 
free  his  mixul  from  a  belief  that  to  slaj  a  felkur- 
creature  in  such  an  encoonter  was  a  crime. 
Xbe  habits  of  the  day,  the  genecal  OHtom  of 
societj,  had  their  effect  upon  him,  as  upou  uH 
otben;  bat  sdll  a  oonaoientioiis  repngnance 
lingered  in  hts  miod  and  produced  that  giooaa 
which  no  feeling  of  apprehensioa  could  create. 
There  was  no  aHeriating  circnmstance  ettbor  ■  ■ 
there  was  nochtng  to  excite  or  to  caRj  Um 
ibxward.  He  had  no  personal  quaxrel  with  his 
adverMry ;  he  had  neiclier  animositjr  nor  angdr 
to  stimulate  him ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  tlieinieB!^ 
veniug  hours  were  ¥erj  dull  and  paioiuii  He 
wrote  some  letters  and  memoranda,  however; 
more  to  ocoapj  the  dme  than  lor  any  other 
leBsoxu  He  ordered  his  hoise  to  be  ready,  and 
the  page  to  aeeompany  him.  He  eiimwiwl  Ms 
sword«blade,  and  tried  it  on  the  gimnd;  mi 
at  length,  when  the  suu  was  approaching  the 
horiaon  on  its  dedine^  be  momited  and  rada 
slowly  out,  with  a  oakn,  grave  air,  tailing  Us 
servants  to  have  simper  prepared  against  his 
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letom.  Not  the  slightest  suspicion  was  en- 
tertained of  his  purpose;  and  the  page  rode 
pSj  after,  looking  round  at  e^ery  thing  they 
pased,  and  wondering  whither  his  master  was 

bound. 

When  they  had  approached  the  river,  how- 
mr,  it  presented  a  very  different  scene  &om 
dial  which  bad  been  seen  from  its  banks  for 
Kvenl  weeks  before.  The  green  Neckar,  so 
dear  and  glassy,  was  now  a  torbid  torrent,  red, 
swollen,  and  impetuous.  The  waters  had  risen 
hi  die  ooime  of  the  day  and  night  several  feet, 
and  wete  dashing  against  the  piers  of  the 
biiJge  and  the  walls  of  the  curious  old  castel* 
lued  booses,  which  then  bordered  the  river,  m 
ttipotent  Ibry.  Many  of  the  rocks,  which  in 
ordinary  weather  raise  their  heads  high  above 
the  stream,  were  now  either  entirely  covered, 
or  wsdied  over  ftom  tune  to  time  by  the  waves, 
ihich  a  strong  sooth-west  wind  occasioned  in 
its  struggle  with  the  angry  current  of  the 
stmai.  Ab  the  liorse  of  Algernon  Grey  set 
iu  foot  upon  the  bri<%e,  a  heavy  rumblinir 
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sound  from  the  east  and  north,  low  but  distinct, 
and  pealing  long  amang  the  hills,  told  that  the 
dark  clouds,  which  were  still  seen  hanging  there, 
were  pouring  forth  their  mingled  lightning  and 
rain  into  the  valleys  of  the  Odenwald.  But  the 
moment  that  Algernon  Grey  had  passed  the 
slope  of  the  bridge,  he  saw  before  him  that  which 
engrossed  his  whole  attention.  The  Baron  of 
Obemtraut  was  waiting  for  him  under  the 
archway  of  the  opposite  bridge-house,  although 
the  time  appointed  had  hardly  arrived;  and, 
quickening  his  pace,  the  young  Englishman 
rode  on  and  joined  him.  Their  salutations 
were  perfectly  courteous;  and  Oberntraut 
remarked,  in  a  calm  indiflferent  tone,  We  are 
both  a  little  before  our  time,  I  think;  but  the 
river  is  still  rising,  and  this  road  by  the  bank 
has  sometimes  enough  water  on  it  to  wet  our 
horses'  pasterns.  With  your  good  leave,  I  will 
show  you  the  way.  The  stream  has  not  yet 
come  up,  I  see.** 

Thus  sayini^  he  turned  to  the  right  at  the 
foot  of  the  bridge,  ascending  the  river ;  but 
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it  maj  be  necessary  to  say  that,  at  the  tune  I 
flpeak  o(  the  i^t  bank  of  the  Neckar  pre* 
tented  a  very  different  aspect  fipom  that  which 
it  now  displays.    No  bouses  were  to  be  seen 
between  Neonheim  on  the  one  hand^  and 
the  old  leligioos  foundation  of  Neubnigi  now 
called  the  Stifi,  on  the  other.     The  road 
was  not  elevated  as  it  is  now;  but  ran  low; 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  ordinary  level  of  the 
stream.    The  woods  upon  the  Heiligbeig,  or 
Holy  Mountain^  and  the  other  hills  towards 
Neckanteinach  came  aweepins^  down  to  within 
a  kw  feet  of  the  road ;  and^  here  and  there,  a 
path,  large  or  small,  according  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  caae«  led  away  up  to  the  north, 
wiiererer  a  village  was^  situated  in  any  of  the 
dells,  or  a  small  piece  of  level  ground,  terraced 
upon  the  feoe  of  the  mountain,  had  afforded 
the  peasants  an  opportunity  of  planting  the 
•pple  or  plum  tree.     The   vine  was  not 
•sen,  unless  it  were  a  small  patch  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Keunbeim,  or  of  the  Stift 
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Along  the  low  horse-road^  wUdi  tarfied  as 
ft  towing-path  for  the  boats,  the  Baron  of 

Obemtraut  led  the  young  English  gexulemaiiy 
at  a  slow  and  quiet  pace,  till  they  were  withm 
aboat  a  thud  of  a  oiila  of  tha  klter  plaoe. 
There  the  hills  receded  a  little^  leaving  some 
more  level  grouud,  still  apparently  thickly 
wooded;  and,  at  a  wpot,  where  stood  a  bea^ 
man's  hut,  with  two  or  three  rude  barks» 
moored  to  tlie  sliorc,  the  entrance  of  a  by-way 
was  seen,  whicb  nanowed  witUa  view,  till  the 
space  was  not  larger  thaa  would  admit  the 
passage  of  a  single  horse.  At  the  entrance 
of  this  path  the  Baion  drew  in  his  rein,  saving 
to  his  companion ;  We  will  lea¥e  the  horses 
and  pages  here,  if  you  please,  and  proceed  for 
a  couple  of  hondved  yards  oo  fooL*' 

Algemoa  Grey  consettted^  of  course;  and 
orders  were  given  to  the  two  youths  to  lead 
die  hmes  after  their  mastarsy  as  &r  as  thej 
could  up  die  path  whieh»  kideedt  eoold  not 
be  done  for  more  than  three  or  four  yards — 
and  then  to  wait  there. 
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'*If  jm  mU  exense  tne/'  coiiliiNMd  Obem- 
tnm,  I  mil  pigecede  you.'* 

AIgefD<m  Grey  meiely  bowed  his  hesid, 
vkhoot  reply,  tiU  Ae  oth^  had  gone  on 
btty  or  SAj  yards,  when  he  said:  The  sun 
k  going  rapidly  down,  if  not  gone  already  be- 
hUdiehilb;  and  I  think  if  we  do  nothnrry 
w  pace,  we  shall  not  have  light.'' 

Oh,  it  is  the  wood  makes  it  so  dark  here^'* 
SDSwered  his  companion,  in  a  gay  and  some- 
wkat arif«iffieient  tone;  '^we  shall  have  more 
1^  in  an  instant;  and  the  twilight  lasts  long 
here." 

Tfaea  saying  he  walked  fixrward;  aind  in 
las  thaa  two  minutes  led  the  way  out  upon 

a  small  green  meadow,  oi  not  more  thaxi  a 
qnartor  of  an  mm  in  extent,  the  second 
crop  of  grass  firom  whidt  had  been  lately 

Ciffried  away,  leaTJOg  the  turf  smooth  and 

Astt 

This  place  seems  made  for  the  purpose," 
saui  Algernon  Grey,  drily* 
^It  is  often  nsed  ftv  sndb^"  anaweied  Obem^ 
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tnuit,  advancing  into  the  midst,  and  throwing 
off  his  cloak. 

Algernon  Grey  followed  his  example,  drew 
his  swordt  and  laid  the  belt  and  sheath  with 
the  cloak. 

*^Oux  weapons  are  of  the  usual  lengthy  I 
soppose,''  said  Oberntnmt,  speaking  through 
his  teeth ;  for  there  was  more  bitterness  in  his 
heart  than  he  wished  to  appear. 

^  I  really  do  not  know,**  answered  Algernon 
Grey;  ^^but  you  had  better  measure  them;" 
and  he  laid  his  by  the  side  of  his  adver^y  ':>. 
There  was  a  considerable  diffisrence,  however ; 
the  English  blade  was  not  so  long  as  the  Ger- 
man by  at  least  two  inches ;  and  when  the  Baron 
observed  it,  his  cheek  flashed  and  his  brow 
contracted;  but  his  heart  was  noble  and  jns^ 
though  somewhat  impetuous  and  fierce;  andf 
after  a  moment's  pause,  he  said:  I  cannot 
fight  you  with  this  disparity;  we  must  pat  it 
off  till  another  day.  It  is  my  iEault,  too;  I 
should  have  sent  you   the   measure  of  my 

weapon^  or  asked  the  length  of  yoms.'' 
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''It  matters  not,'*  answered  the  young 
Englishman;  ^^your  sword  is  a  little  lunger 
thsn  mine;  bat  my  arm  is  somewhat  longer 
tlian yours;  thus  the  difference  is  made  up; 
and  nothing  of  this  kind  should  ever  be  put 
off  fer  slight  punctilios.  Besides,  my  stay  in 
this  conntry  must  be  short;  and  I  may  not 
have  another  opportunity  of  gratifying  you. 
Wi^  thanks,  then,  Ibr  your  courtesy,  I  say 
we  must  go  forward  as  the  matter  is.'' 

^  Well,  weU,"  answered  Obemtraut ;  "  if 
ndi  n  yonr  opinion,  I  am  ready 

We  had  better  move  the  cloaks  out  of  the 
way,*"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  I  see  the 
light  win  not  fidl  ns." 

^Oh,  no  fear  of  that,**  said  the  Baron; 

these  things  do  not  take  long.** 

The  young  EngliAman  smiled;  and,  the 
field,  having  been  cleaxed,  advanced,  vrith  cere? 
monious  courtesy,  and  saluted  his  adversary. 
Obemtraut  returned  the  compliment;  and 
Ibeir  swords  then  crossed. 

The  great  school  for  the  use  of  that  weapon 
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with  wluch  both  geiitleme&  were  dow  armed, 
wasy  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
tuies,  lovr,  fidlen  land  cf  Ittif^  wbm 
Algemon  Giej  bad  passed  several  j  ears.  In 
point  of  strength,  the  two  adversaries  were 
wry  equally  matched ;  for,  though  the  young 
Kngliahman  was  somewhat  taller  and  more 
sopple,  yet  Oberntraot  was  several  years  older, 
and  had  aeqohred  diat  fimmeas  and  vigoOT  of 
muscle,  which  is  obtained  long  enough  b^ire 
any  portion  of  activity  is  lost.  The  latter  was 
also  very  skiUbl  hi  the  use  of  hia  anna;  hot 
here  Algernon  Grrey,  from  the  schools  in  which 
he  had  studied,  was  undoubtedly  superior.  He 
was  also  superior  in  perfect  coolMas*  Thai« 
was  no  angry  passion  in  his  breast,  no  haate, 
no  impetuosity.  He  came  there  to  defend 
hnnsdf,  to  oppoae  an  odveiMuy,  but  noitfier 
eager  nor  feaifnL  He  fek  aa  if  he  wm  m 
a  hall  of  arms  with  baited  weapons,  merely 
trying  hie  doll.  He  waa  amiooa  to  cEnmi 
his  opponent,  not  to  hurt  him;  and  in  the 
first  three  passes  (M>emtraut  was  taught  that 
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lie  was  pitted  aguinst  a  Gomplete  master  of  the 
rapier.    At  iirbt  this  discovery  served  to  make 
Ufli  move  caadous;  and  he  oaedall  hia skill; 
but  it  was  all  in  vain.   He  could  not  approach 
liLs   adveisarA-'ts  breast;   wherever  his  point 
tenied,  the  blade  of  Algernon  Grey  met  it;  and 
BMve  than  once  the  Baron  ielt  that  he  had  kid 
himself  open  to  the  riposte,  Uut  that,  from  some 
eniie,  his  adversary  bad  not  seized  the  oppoi> 
tonity.    Repeated  disappointmeatSy  howeverf 
reudered  him  irritable  and  incautious.  He 
Mdied,  indeed^  his  opponent's  defimce,  think* 
ing  to  learn  what  he  called  the  trick,  and  over- 
come it  by  another  sort  of  attack;  but,  when- 
ever he  dianged  bis  mode,  Algernon  met  it 
niifa  a  different  panj ;  and  ^  dashing  swotd 
fas&ed  innocuous  by  his  shoulder  or  his  hip. 

The  light  began  to  wane  percepdblj,  and  m 
eool  and  perhspa  cooler  than  when  he  began, 
die  young  J:4ngU6hman  recollected  his  adver^ 
•sty's  words,  and  thonght,  These  things  take 
iMger  than  yon  imagined,  my  good  firiendt  with 
a  mux  who  knows  what  he  is  about.'' 
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A  alight  smile  curled  his  lip^  at  the  same 
time ;  and  thinking  that  he  was  mocking  him, 
Obemtrant  renewed  the  attack  with  tenfold 
fury.  Algernon  Grey  gave  a  momentary  glance 
to  the  sky ;  the  rose  had  died  away  from  above ; 
heavy  clouds  were  driving  over  in  detached 
masses;  a  drop  of  rain  fell  upon  his  hand;  and 
he  saw  that^  in  two  or  three  minutes,  the  air 
would  become  quite  dark. 

'^I  must  wound  him^"  said  he  to  himself^ 

or  in  this  dull  twilight  I  shall  get  hurt; 
he  is  too  keen  to  be  disarmed;  I  must  wound 
him»  but  slightly." 

At  the  same  moment  Obemtraut  made  a 
furious  pass;  the  young  Englishman  pamed 
the  lunge,  but»  though  his  adversary's  breast 
was  left  unguarded,  his  heart  smote  him,  and 
he  would  not  return  it»  lest  he  should  tooch 
some  vital  part.  The  Baron  pressed  him  close 
with  pass  after  pass ;  and  step  by  step  the 
young  Englishman  retreated.  Then  suddenly 
changing  his  mode,  Algernon  assumed  theattack, 
drove  his  adversary  before  him  in  good  guard. 
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and  then,  in  the  Italian  manner,  took  a  boond 

back  and  stood  io  deience.  Obemtraut,  toliow- 
ing  the  method^  of  which  he  had  some  know- 
kdge,  sprang  forward  and  longed.  Algernon 
pamed  and  returned;  but  at  the  same  moment 
the  Baron's  foot  slipped  oa  the  wet  gra&ii,  the 
sword's  point  caught  him  on  the  right  breast 
dose  to  the  coUar-bone,  and  passed  out  behind 
the  shuuider.  He  staggered  up,  raised  his 
weapon,  let  it  fidl^  and  sank  slowly  on  the 
ground. 

However  cool  and  self-possessed  a  uiau  may 
be— thoQf^  he  may  think  himself  fuUy  justified 
k  what  he  has  done,  though  he  may  have  been 
leting  in  self-defence,  though  the  act  may 
hare  been  inevitable — ^yet  no  one  can  inflict  a 
ml  and  serious  injuiy  upon '  another  without 
feeling  a  certain  degree  of  regret,  if  not  re- 
morse^  unless  his  heart  be  as  hard  as  adamant. 
It  is  at  such  moments  that  the  strange  Unk 
of  consanguinity  which  binds  the  whole  human 
race  together  is  first  known  to  us ;  it  is 
then  that  we  feel  we  are  brothers,  and  that 
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mt  have  rftised  m  hand  against  a  brother'a 

life. 

The  moment  that  the  deed  was  done — and  it 
was  evidendy  mote  than  he  had  intended  to 
do— Algernon  Grey  felt  a  pang  shoot  through 
his  heart,  and  he  said  intemally :  "  Would  that 
be  had  not  driven  me  to  it,  would  that  be  had 
not  proFoked  it  T  but,  casting  down  his  8W(»d 
at  once,  he  knelt  by  Oberntraut's  side,  aud^ 
nising  his  head  and  shoulders  on  his  kneet 
exclaimed  in  kindly  and  eager  tones :  I  hope 
^ou  are  not  much  hurtl** 

<<A  litde  finnt,''  said  Oberntraut,  slowly; 
«  not  much — I  shall  be  better  presently,  and 
able  to  go  on." 

^  Nonsense^  nonsense  t**  esebdmed  Algernon 
<jrey,Tebenisntly9''togDon  in  combat  against 
a  man  with  whom  you  have  no  quarrel,  who 
has  never  injured,  insulted,  or  offended 
you,  who  was  fiiendiy  disposed  towards 
you  ?  My  good  fiiend,  I  will  draw  the  sword 
against  you  no  more;  I  have  had  enou^ 
of  it." 
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^Mediinksy  so  have  j^**  said  Obemtraut^ 
hixkdy,  wilh  a  light  smile  passing  over  his  &oe» 

You  are  a  master  of  the  scieace ; — that  pass 
WIS  splendid/' 

"^It  was  the  turf!"  cried  Algernon  Grey; 
''had  jou  not  slipped^  I  should  have  hardly 
toudied  jou.** 

Oberotraot  pressed  his  liand,  sayings  ^*If 
jQix  could  stop  the  bleeding — ^it  is  soaking 
through  all  doublet; — yoa  had  better  call 
the  page.'' 

'^I  will  try  to  staunch  the  blood  hrsty'' 
iDSwered  Algeruuu  Grej;  '  no  tiiiie  is  to  be 
ksl— fife  minnfea  mote  and  we  shall  not  see 
ibe  wound and,  opening  the  irest  and  shirt 
of  his  opponent,  wliicli  were  now  both  drenched 
in  blood,  he  tore  his  handkerchief  in  two, 
Bttking  each  half  into  a  sort  of  compress,  as  he 
had  often  before  seen  the  surgeons  do,  when 
harried  on  the  field  of  battle.  Ue  fixed  one  on 
the  wound  beibre,  the  other  on  the  aperture 
bebiud  the  shoulder,  and  with  the  Baron's  scarf 
nd  his  own,  bound  Hfiem  tightly  down,  stopping 
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the  flow  ofblood^  at  leant  in  m  d^giee.  Then, 

after  gazing  at  him  for  a  moment  or  two,  he 
sakl,  *^  I  will  leave  you  only  during  aa  instant, 
and  Bend  the  page  for  a  litter  or  amnething  ta 
tear  you  to  the  town* ' 

^  No^  no,'^  answered  his  former  adversary ; 

send  np  to  the  Stift  Neabui;g^  diey  will  take 
me  in  ami  tend  me  well  Then  a  &uigeou  can 
be  brought ; — but  remember,  whatever  hap- 
pens, this  is  not  yonr  ftnk;  it  was  my  mm 
seekiog — my  own  doing, — no  one  is  to  ba 
blamed  but  myself.  Methinks  the  bleeding  has 
stepped." 

Algernon  Grey  hurried  away,  £wand  the  padi 
witliout  difficulty,  and  ran  down  towards  the 
9sad;  but  the  saooieal  his  mm  p^e  saw  hiss 
eoming,  he  threw  the  reins  of  the  horses  to 
the  other  and  sprang  to  meet  hk  master,  ex- 
dsiming,  ^  Away,  my  les^  awa^,  or  yon  will 
not  be  able  topass.  The  river  is  riauig  rapidiy  ; 
the  water  is  already  upon  the  road/' 

^  Mind  not  ase,"  exclaimed  Algenaoti  Grey, 
*^biithasten  withaUspeed     to  thebuikUog  these 
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i|m  tbe  left,   fly,  boj,  fljl  iad  ^wm  uottm 

diat  there  is  a  geotiemaQ  Ijiog  wcmoded  in  the 
«mL  Beg  tbe  people  to  send  down  bearers 
instantly  to  carry  him  ap  thither." 

The  boy  gazed  at  him  with  a  look  of  sur- 
prise and  coiibtcriiation,  and  seemed  about  to 
aik  some  question,  when  Algernon  Grey  ez« 
claimed,  Away  i  inquire  nothing ;  his  lifil 
depends  upon  youi  speed.'* 

The  page  instantly  darted  off  to  execute  the 
commission,  when  suddenly  a  sound  was  heard 
as  of  the  feet  of  many  horses  coming  at  a  rapid 
pace  round  the  wood  and  the  rocks  heyond. 
The  boy  paused  and  drew  back  for  an  instant; 

a  part  of  the  splendid  train  of  the 
Hector  and  his  Princess  swept  along,  with 
their  horses'  hoo&  splashing  in  the  water, 
which  was  now  two  or  three  inches  deep  on 
Aat  part  of  the  road.  The  boy  then  ran 
ODy  and  Algernon  Grey  advanced  a  step  or 
two  to  catch  some  stragglers  of  the  party  and 
lad  them  send  a  surgeon  quickly  from  the 
town ;  but,  ere  be  reached  the  broad  road,  two 
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or  three  cavaliers  dashed  past  like  light- 
Ding,  without  noticing  him;  and  the  next 
instant  a  shrill  piercing  shriek  broke  npoik 
his  ear. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Ita  court  of  the  Elector,  Irederic  the  Fifth, 
"m,  as  I  have  in  some  degree  shown,  one  of 
the  gayest  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  splen* 
did  lu  Europe.    Nay,  the  merriment  and  re- 
teby  that  reigned  theiein,  puzzled  the  stem 
Calvinistic  ministers  not  a  little,  how  to  ex- 
cuse  a  degree  of  levity  in  the  Trince  and  Prin- 
cess, which  they  undoubtedly  thought  most  un- 
becoming in  the  heads  of  the  severe  Puritanical 
party  in  Germany.  They  would  have  censured 
sod  interfered,  bejond  all  doubt,  if  they  had 
dsned;  but  the  ministers  of  a  sect  whose  re- 
ligious teachers  have  little  real  power  beyond 
thatwhicii  the  fanaticism  of  their  disci[)lcs  aflfords' 
are  rather  apt  to  grow  sycophantish  in  the  case 
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of  great  persoaages,  whose  countenance  and 
protection  are  neceBsary  to  the  support  of  their 
authority^  if  not  to  their  existence.  It  thus 
happened^  that  Scultctus  and  his  brethren,  as 
the  good  man's  own  writings  show,  were  ex* 
ceedingly  lenient  to  the  amiable  lightness  of 
the  Elector,  and  contented  themselves  with 
▼ery  severe  and  menacing  sermons  before  the 
cour^  whik  they  seized  every  opportunitj  «f 
apulogiziog  for  the  gaiety  of  the  prince  and  his 

^onsortt  on  the  soore  of  youd^  prosperity,  uti 
habit. 

Thus  day  after  day,  gome  new  party  of  plea- 
jure»  some  sport,  some  reTel~intemipted  oal^ 
by  occasional  wild  bursts  of  fimaticiam,  whioh 
bad  their  interest  and  excitement  also — kept  up 
Che  thoughtless  spirits  of  the  court  of  the  Pahtfi- 
oale»  and  sometimes  afibrded  o^ortunity  ivc 
pursuits  not  quite  so  innocent. 

On  the  evening  of  which  wa  have  just  been 
speaking,  a  large  party,  though  somewhat  hag  tn 
number  than  that  of  the  preceding  day,  issued 
fiirth  from  the  gates  of  the  castle^  crossed  die 


badge  aad  took  its  waj  along  the  same  vomi 
nUcfa  WM  «ft«rwanis  pimraed  by  Algcmoe 
Gfej  and  the  Baron  of  ObmitnMit.  I  will  tiot 

pause  to  describe  the  amusemeuts  of  the  aiter- 
MoQf  nor  to  tell  bow  the  cavalcade  was  led 
duoag^  patfai  ud  bjr^wa.^  wbieb  had  ieUom 
Men  ought  ao  gay  be£»€.  bchoaau,  which  they 
had  visiicd  oa  the  preceding  day,  was  merely 
f&md  tbrooghy  to  the  renewed  admiralioii  of  the 
good  peasaats » aod  thea  by  anarrow  road,  which 
iialmally  separated  the  party  into  pairs,  the 
gitttersiig  troop  reached  a  little  village  with  a 
carious  eootradictory  xuunej  called  Alt  ^eudor^ 
or  Old  i\ew  Town.    The  look  of  the  village 
Mcmed  aooaewhat  deaolate  to  the  eyes  even 
of  the  fiur  £lectreflt,  who  was  natorally  inclined 
to  any  wUd  eo^pedition;  but  the  w  hole  party  were 
iooo  agipeeably  aurpriaed  to  6nd  a  house  and 
gudea  io  the  midat  of  the  place,  decked  out 
Witii  dags  and  banners  and  pieces  ui  tapestry^  as 
if  far  theur  receptioo,  while  well  known  aervanii 
of  the  Goort  appeared  at  the  doors,  in  quaint 
dteases,  to  receive  the  princely  personages,  and 
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a  rich  collation  of  cold  meats,  fine  wines  and 
fruits,  was  spread  in  a  large  room  hung  like  a 
xojal  tent  and  carpeted  with  dry  n^oss. 

During  the  ride  thither,  William  Lovet  had 
maintained  his  place  by  the  side  of  the  frir 
Countess  of  Laussitz ;  but  he  seemed  in  a  less 
cheerful  and  amiable  humour  than  the  day  be- 
fore ;  and  directing  her  eyes  by  bis  own  towaidB 
the  person  of  a  lady  who  rode  near,  he  said,  as 
they  approached  the  village  :— • 

You  told  me  she  would  not  be  here.* 

«  Why  what  difference  does  her  presence  or 
absence  make  to  you,  servant?"  asked  the 
countess;  ^*do  you  hate  her  so  that  you  cannot 
bear  her  sight  ?  You  are  as  dull  and  sullen  as 
if  you  had  been  crossed  io  love  by  her.'' 

Lovet  saw  that  he  had  shown  his  iU*humocir 
too  fiur,  and  replied,  with  a  more  smiling  ahv 
"I  thought  women  were  better  politicians, 
Beauty.  Can  you  not  divine  why  I  am  vexed? 
It  is  not  that  I  am  displeased  to  have  her  heit^ 
but  not  to  have  her  somewhere  else.  On  my 
good  cousin's  stay  in  this  country  depends  my 
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oimbj  jonr  fidr  Bide;  for  I  have  sworn  to  keep 
lum  oompuy  fiv  a  year.  If  he  goes  I  mmit  go» 

and  how  could  I  live  without  you  for  twelve 

Miidisr 

^Bat  what  has  that  to  do  with  Agnes  Her- 

bert?"*  saked  the  lady. 

•  What !  were  those  bright  eyes  only  mjide  to 
pieice  my  heart  and  not  to  see  cried  Lovet. 
^iiave  you  not  perceived  that  love  caught  him 
bj  the  band  that  very  first  night ;  and  now  he 
k  struggling  to  free  himself*  Had  she  remained 
behind^  he  would  have  seen  her,  as  he  did  last 
night ;  and  another  link  would  have  been  added 
to  the  diatn  which  keeps  him  here,  and  me  at 
jfour  small  iieet.  You  must  help  me,  bright  one, 
to  rivet  this  young  girl's  chain  around  his  neck* 
I9  too^  mnst  find  a  moment  during  our  ride  to- 
d^f  to  prompt  her,  even  at  the  loss  of  some 
put  of  my  sunshine.'* 

In  the  train  of  the  Elector  there  were  more 
peneos  than  William  Lovet  not  altogether  con- 
tented with  the  events  of  the  day.  Critical 
Mments  were  approaching,  when  decision  was 
Dseessarj,  and  when  each  decision,  even  upon 
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m  small  and  appamntljr  trifling  pointy  nifl^ 
fluence  the  deatmies  not  only  of  the  f  aiatiuata^ 
but  of  the  whole  of  Germany ;  aad^  mofe  ie« 
motely,  of  the  whole  world*  There  woe  aom 
men  at  the  court  of  the  Eieotor  who  took  thia 
wider  and  more  comprehensive  view,  and  were 
anzioua  to  aee  all  hk  acta  well  wdgbed^  aod  Ua 
whole  thoQffhta  directed  to  the  coaaideration  «f 
questions  so  great  in  magnitude.   At  the  sama 
tnnc  then  weiv  othera  of  a  nanowar  aeope^ 
who  were  anxiona  to  fix  hia  opiniona  in  £vnm 
of  that  party  to  which  thej  belonged,  or  of 
that  particular  course  which  their  party  adr 
located.   The  levity  and  xerelry  of  the  coni^ 
of  course,  interfered  with  the  purposes  of  eaeh^ 
aud,  ou  the  present  occasion,  two  or  tliree  of 
the  young  sorevetgn's  eoi»iaelloi%  fimlntad  in 
former  eftbrts  to  obtain  his  ear,  bad  followed 
the  cavalcade  in  the  hope  that  aome  oppor- 
tunity would  occur  of  enfofcing  eadi  hia 
separate  opinion.   The  two  most  anioential 
persons  present,  as  politiciansi  were  the  cel^ 
brated  Louia  Camerarioa  and  tlm  Yiaeonnt 
Achatea  de  Dohaa,  btely  the  Elactond  Aa^* 
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kiMdbr  at  Prague.*  Very  diflerent,  indeed 
me  lint  two  bimi»  and  very  di£feient  tbeir 
fiews;  but,  wiiboiU  attftmpting  to  paint  the 
Auncters  of  each,  it  may  only  be  necessary  to 
mj  upon  this  oceiflioi^  Camerarios  soi^ht 
eagerly  to  keep  tbe  ear  oi  the  Elector  entirely 
to  himself^  fillmg  it  with  Haltering  prospects 
if  grartMB  to  eoase;  while  Dohna  only  ei^ 
ikatouredf  from  time  to  time,  to  place  before 
ifae  eyes  of  bis  master,  by  a  few  brief  woidas, 
tbs  dangeiB  and  diffioilries  of  an  undertakiof^ 
to  wiucb  hia  moie  flaltering  or  moie  interested 
courtiers  were  hurrying  hiui  too  eagerly  forward. 

It  waa  not  lUl  the  edhitkm  waa  over,  nor 
et an  till  the  party  had  passed  through  the 
fiinail  village  of  Ziegelbausen,  that  either  the 
one  or  the  other  found  any  opportunity 
ef  advancing  hia  partioular  notions*;  Theo, 
bowe?er,  on  the  narrow  way,  which  varied 
k  width  at  different  places,  the  Elector  rode 
a  Stw  steps  m  adyanoe,  callang  Camerarios  to 
iu&  fiiiie;  while  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  with 

*  By  0Offle  historiaiis  iit  is  called  Banm  dc  Duiuuu 
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gome  ladies  and  geodemeo,  £»Uowedy  baviiig 
Doima  oa  her  left  band,  between  ber  aod  the 
riven  The  pace  at  which  they  proceeded  WW  at 
fiiat  slow;  and  the  wind^  as  I  hare  said,  blew 
strong  up  the  turbulent  stream.  Tbus>  when  tbe 
prince  and  his  counsellor  laised  their  Toicesy 
like  soond  was  distinctly  carried  to  the  party 
behind.  Once  or  twice^  just  as  thej  quitted 
Ziegelhaasen,  the  boTBe  of  Dohna  was  seen  to 
prance  and  conret,  as  if  either  it  or  its  rider 
bad  become  suddenly  impatient ;  and  at  length 
the  Yoice  of  Camerarins  was  heard  by  the  whole 
group  loand  the  PiincesSySayinj^  ^  They  cannot 
pretend  that  your  Highness  bad  any  band  in  it, 
Tbe  whole  afikir  is  of  Bohemian  manufacture." 

Dohna  struck  his  hoise  sharply  with  the  spur, 
was  in  an  instant  by  tbe  prince's  side,  and  war 
swered  aloud,  "  So  is  the  gold  chain  round  your 
necI^»  Counsellor  Camersrius." 

Tben^  reining  in  bis  horse,  be  iell  back  to 
the  side  of  the  Electress,  leaving  Camerarius 
ft  little  confused.  The  latter  was  too  old  a 
courtier,  however,  to  suffer  bis  anger  and 
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rfiame  to  be  apparent;  and  merely  sajing, 
^The  viscouzit  seems  angry  this  erening,"  he 
went  OD  with  his  flowery  discourse. 

Should  soch  a  choice  be  made^**  he  said, 
it  can  but  be  looked  npon  as  the  call  of 
Heaven*  That  a  mixed  population  of  different 
creeds  and  sentiments  should  unite  in  placing 
on  their  throne  a  prince,  not  only  strong  by 
hk  own  power  and  his  high  qualities,  but  who 
is  also  the  head  and  main  stay  of  the  great 
Protestant  Union  of  Germany,  must  be  the 
result  of  some  supreme  directing  power,  su- 
perior to  the  mere  unsdom  of  man." 

Dohna  was  at  the  prince's  side  again  ia 
so  instant.  '^How  long  will  the  Union  last 
united?  '  he  said;  **  has  it  ever  been  united? 
His  it  ever  acted  in  harmony?  Throw  that 
OQt  of  the  calculation,  except  as  an  element  of 
discord." 

Camerariiia  gave  him  a  furious  look,  the 

Elector  was  silent,  and  Dohna  let  them  again 
pass  on,  resuming  his  conversation  with  the 

Bectress. 
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The  next  words  that  were  beard  were  from 
(be  mouth  of  Frederic;  though  several  mn^ 
tenoes  had  been  spoken  in  the  mean  whiles 
which  did  not  reach  the  ears  of  those  behind. 

**  They  are,  indeed,  a  determined  race,"  he 
said;  ready  to  shed  their  best  blood,  nther 
than  submit  to  the  tyranny  of  the  Koman 
cliurch." 

*<They  hare  diown  themselvei^  for  agas» 

your  Highness^"  answered  Camerarius^  '^re^- 
solute  and  vigorous  in  support  of  any  cause 
they  undertake." 

Dohna  spurred  forward  again:  know 
them  better  than  any  one,"  he  exclaimed, 
^'and  I  will  not  conceal  that,  though  they 
are  headstrong  and  obstinate,  fierce  and  paa* 
sionate,  they  are  ready  to  abandon  any  leader 
on  the  first  grievance,  and  refuse  him  id 
vigorous  support,  unless  he  square  hia  con- 
science to  their  prejudices." 

This  time  he  did  not  seem  disposed  to 
withdraw;  for  the  road  was  wider;  ami 
Camerarius,  trusting  he  had  produced  some 
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effect,  vna  mwilliog  to  pursue  tlie  subject 
ftrthtr^  in  the  premm  of  wmh  aa  opponent* 
Thej  were  now  passing  the  btifl  J!4eubufg» 
iind,  easting  bis  ejes  forward^  he  exclaimed, 
'^We  bed  better  hurry  our  pace,  my  lord;  the 
water  there  seems  rising  rapidly  over  the  road.'* 

^  Uutck,  quick  T  cried  Frederic,  shoating  to 
thne  behmd;  ^  qpor  on,  or  we  abell  be  cut  off 
by  tfaermr*" 

A  couple  of  hundred  yards  farther,  the  road 
ym  Inrnd  coveted  with  Ae  water;  and  the 
fketor  saddenly  drew  in  hia  horse  with  an 
aurof  hesitaiion* 

^Ii  thai  the  qwit  to  win,  orkaepacrown?* 
WBNMed  Dobna  to  himself;  and,  striking  hia 
ipurs  into  bis  horse's  aide,  he  exclaimed  aloud, 
^lliia  way,  yoor  Highness,  this  waj!  I  will 
Aow  yoQ  the  path.  The  waHer  is  not  two 
ioches  deep  and,  riding  hastily  on,  he  soon 
leached  a  spot  where  the  causeway  rose  again 
abofe  the  level  to  wfaicb  the  rinr er  had  risen. 
Those  who  were  immediately  behind,  followed 
at  oiice  ^  aiiJ,  though  the  whole  of  the  electoral 
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party  had  separated  into  distinct  groups, 
another  and  another  passed  without  ftar  or 
danger. 

We  must  turn,  however,  here,  to  the  last 
personages  of  the  cavalcade,  and  foUow  then 
from  Ziegelbausen. 

In  that  village  Agnes  Herbert  bad  lin- 
gered behmd;  fer  her  hone  had  fidleir 
lame ;  and  she  had  called  one  of  the  atten* 
dants  of  the  court  to  examine  the  beast's 
foot,  when  she  suddenly  found  an  English 
gentleman,  William  Lovet,  by  her  side. 
As  soon  as  he  perceived  what  was  the  mat* 
fer,  he  sprang  to  the  ground,  and  beiim 
the  attendant  could  interfere  had  examined 
the  horse's  hoof,  and  extracted  a  stone  which 
had  fixed  itself  firmly  between  Iho  firag  and 
and  the  shoe ;  then  remounting  wi^  a  bound, 
he  said,  with  a  graceful  inclination  of  the  head, 
'^That  is  soon  remedied.  He  will  weM 
now;  but  do  not  huny  him.'* 

Agnes  went  on ;  and  Lovet  kept  close  to  her 
side,  saying,    I  am  nustiken,  or  I  have  hmi 
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th^  bmum  of  ieeing  you  bofim*  Mj  noUe 

cousin  Algenioa  was  jour  prisoMr  duriag  a 

nighr  of  sweet  enptiTity^'' 

Agnes  bowed  her  head,  answeriog^    I  was 

ob%ed  to  obej  the  ekctrefia,  eren  in  a 
«^  ** 

''IwiUnot  teUhim,''  lepliod  WiUUm  Loret, 
a  gmile,  ^*  that  you  oouaeated  ooly  firom 
duty." 

^  Hk  dawpunour  aiade  the  duty  a  pleaauvev" 

aoswered  AUce* 
*Ah,  well  may  you  say  so,''  said  Lovet,  look- 

Mg  dowm  thooghtfaliy ;  ^heiaagieatwuiQerof 

gpotiopimoDs*  Moat  meu  gain  upon  others  by 
concealing  all  ibat  is  evil  within  thciii^  Al|^eraon 
hf  ihowiiig  ail  that  ia  ia  his  heart,  ha?  ing 
iioyuog  that  isnot  aoUe  toooooeai;"  aod  thea^ 
Merely  to  break  the  diticuurse  fur  a  time,  he 
pwand  down  die  taUey,  saying,  What  « 
heitttifiil  aeeoe  tfais  k  1  I  know  uot  whether  it 
be  more  splendid,  as  when  1  saw  it  iirst,  sleeping 
catmly  io  the  erening  sonrinne,  with  the  Nedoar 
•  pheid  and  dear  as  alake,  or  now,  with  you 
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red  and  stormy  sky,  fiiding  away  into  the  nigbt» 

and  the  tempestuous  waters  of  the  river  below^ 
foaming  and  fretting  among  the  rocks  and 
shallowa.^ 

The  Neckar  is  terribly  swoilen,"  replied  the 
fiur  girl ;  "  I  never  recollect  to  have  seen  it  such 
a  torrent,  except  in  winter;*  and,  gazing  down 
the  dark  mass  of  rushing  waters,  all  turbid  and 
confused,  whirling  in  eddies  near,  and  dashing 
fiercely  over  the  dark  rock  beyondf  a  feeling 
almost  of  awe  crept  over  her* 

It  is  very  fine,  indeed,'*  rejoined  Lovct ; 
and  I  can  appreciate  it  better  now  than  I  could 
some  time  ago;  for  the  society  of  my  cousin  has 
taught  me  to  look  upon  the  beauties  of  nature 
with  a  different  and  more  maddng  eye  than 
heretofore*  There  seems  a  grand  liarmony 
between  his  heart  and  everything  that  is  lovely 
^except,  indeed,**  he  added,  the  lovelinesa  of 
your  sex,  fair  lady ;  for  I  never  knew  him,  that 
I  remember,  bestow  ten  words,  even  upon  the 
-fiurest  of  them,  in  my  life.** 

Agnes  thought—*'  He  has  bestowed  mote  on 
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me;"  but  she  did  not  reply:  and  William  Lovet 
coDtiiiiiedy*^ 

^  Mot  thai  he  ia  a  woman-hater,"  he  said, 
for  he  is  courteous  and  kind  to  all;  but,  on  the 
ttmtiBTjs  I  believe  he  has  formed  so  high  an 
esdmate  of  woman's  excellence,  that  he  never 
finds  his  iiancj  fuliilied." 

*'If  exccUeuce  is  like  other  rare  things," 

iDswered  Agnes,    methinks  it  woold  take  move 

Umi  ten  words  to  draw  it  forth/' 

**  Ay,  but  he  is  very  tjuick  in  his  judgment,'' 
Mid  her  companion.  He,  like  many  another 
man,  imagines  that  nature  has  written  much 
tipon  the  countenance,  that  she  tells  much  in  the 
voice  and  manner;  and  that,  unless  both  be  well 
totoied  by  long  experience^  a  keen  observer 
vill  read  the  book  aright,  and  know  much  of  the 
contents  from  the  fifst  page.— I  have  seldom 
known  him  wrong,  1  must  confess." 

Such  keen-^htedness  may,  perchance,  be 
A  dsngerons  quality,"  the  lady  replied ;  I 
laean,  even  &r  his  own  peace." 

Oh,  no,  he  is  ever  on  his  guard,''  replied 

R  2 


Xfovet,  in  a  frank  tone ;  he  never  spends  any 
time  on  one  whom  he  does  not  think  wortiigr 
of  esteem ;  but^  with  a  courteous  nothiog,  some 
£ligree  words  of  haut-pas  commonplace^  meant 
lo  eom  very  Uttk  mrei«noe»  Eetitet  mio  him^ 
aelf  again." 

Agnes  rail  rapidly  over  in  her  own  mind  all 
that  had  paased  between  her  and  Algexoon  Orey» 
and  asked  herself  Has  he  doneao  witli  m»2^ 
The  answer  was  evident;  and  bhe  would  ikin 
faave  IMIen  into  tbooiEht*  but  ebe  did  not  wish 
4o  show,  or  to  admit  even  to  henel^  4hat  tiie 
Dialler  was  one  worthy  of  much  meditcition;  and 
ake  anqaiaed  aknost  immediately,  Jkm  he 
deal  thus  with  men?*' 

Oh  dear,  no/'  answered  Xfovet;  ^  tbei^ 
knowing  that  be  is  safe,  ail  the  ine  fkoeies  «f 
kis  mind,  and  all  the  geoeioQs  ieeHngs  of  his 
hearty  become  apparent.  It  were  worth  your 
while  to  overhear  him  poor  fiirtby  in  words  of 
impassioned  ekiqnence,  senriments  dwt  am 
worthy  of  a  better  ^ge  thau  ours»  Yon  would 
find  him  a  veiy  diftrent  betiig  from  what  he 


hisefacdw  You  must  Dot  think  htm,  indted, 
tctU  aad  fixnal  qjuliit»  writptuwl  up  ia  Hm 

CQoleaplatioa  oi  ius  own  fancied  excellence,  i 
loKMr,  with  wome%  tbb  ii  often  his  dNUcacter, 
teligh  Ub  penoD  and  his  maaiiefs  heve  great 
c^»u?«uon  for  ibem  too/' 

Agnes  replied  not ;  but  looked  forward  oa  the 
nai  btfim,  ttyia^  It  ia  growing  very  dark, 
veiiad  bett^  ride  on  faster.  My  horse  gmB 
eisily  now ;  ^  and^  shaking  the  rein,  she  put  her 
jeanet  imto  aqnkk  cantar.  In  a  noiMBt  afier, 
aboj»  dressed  as  a  page»  ran  out  from  the  wood, 
Jffid,  calching  the  rein  of  Lovct  s  horse,  ex- 
Ahaed)  ^  Oh,«r|halphcffa;  tbeie  ia  a  gentler 
2isa  badljr  hurt — djing^  I  am  atraid^** 

'•Is  it  your  master?"  demauded  Lovct,  rein^ 
iagiakiahotaa;  whila  Agnes  paused^  lasteiuiig 

•*  No,  no,"  answered  the  boy ;  it  is  die  oilier 
||HMihMBao» 

Then  iba  other  gentleman  must  take  care 

tii  himself*'  answered  Lovet.  Let  go  the 
mtLfhoj^''  hm  capti— cd,  in  a  sharp  looa;  ^  tkt 
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Stream  is  rising  fast.  Come  od,  come  on,  finr 
lady,  or  in  this  increasiDg  darkness  we  shall  get 
into  mischief — come  on,  come  on!*'  and  he 
dashed  forward  along  the  path* 

Agnes  paused  for  an  mstant,  and  then  ez« 
claimed,  ^'  Run  up  to  that  laige  building 
my  good  boy ;  they  will  give  you  speedy  help/' 

Then,  seeing  the  danger  .of  farther  delay,  she 
struck  the  jennet  with  the  whip,  and  the  beast 
darted  on  through  the  water  upon  the  path. 
LoTet  was  now  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  in  ad« 
vance,  and  she  saw  his  horse  swerve  away  from 
some  object  in  the  wood  near  the  boat-house*. 
He  kept  him  steady  with  the  spnr,  however;  and 
Agnes,  as  she  came  to  the  same  spot,  turned  her 
head  to  see  what  had  alarmed  the  beast.  She  j  ust 
caught  sight  of  some  hones  and  a  page  gathered 
together  in  an  opening  oi  the  road;  but  at  that 
mouieut  her  jennet  shied  violently  away  al  the 
onezpected  sight.  She  tried  to  keep  his  head 
forward  with  the  rein,  but  the  beast  reared  and 
struggled  against  it;  his  feet  passed  the  lin^it  of 
the  road;  an^  in  a  moment,  horse  and  rider 
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pluoged  over  into  the  midst  of  the  rushing 

A  kmd  and  piercing  riiriek  rang  upon  the 

air;  Lovet  turned  his  head  and  looked  Then^ 
nmttering  between  his  teeth,  Ha  I  we  must 
find  another,  ^  he  dashed  on  till  he  reached  a 
spot  where  the  road  was  firee  of  water. 

At  the  same  moment,  however,  that  the 
beartless  exclamation  passed  hia  lips,  the  tall, 
powedui  form  of  Algernon  Grey  appeared  from 
the  wood.     The  young  cavalier  cast  a  rapid 
glance  over  the  dark  and  fiMuningsurfiMse  of  the 
iteam.   He  saw  a  horse's  head  and  neck  rise 
above  the  water,  and  a  woman's  forui,  still 
keeping  the  aea^  bat  evidendy  with  a  great 
effc^  holding  £ist  by  the  mane  and  the  saddle* 
Another  loud  scream  met  bis  c  ar,  and,  with  the 
lipid  calculation  of  a  qnick,  clear  mind,  ho 
darted  to  the  spot  where  the  rude  barks  were 
moored,  sprang  into  the  first  he  could  reachj 
cist  it  loose,  and,  with  a  vigorous  effort  poshed 
it  forth  into  the  stream. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  horse^  with  the  instinct 
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of  self-preservation^  turned  itself  in  ibe  strug- 
gling waters  and  endeavoured  to  breast  the 
oorreot,  striking  Tiolently  with  its  fore  feet  to 
keep  its  head  above  the  torrent,  and  roiling 
fearfullj  under  its  fair  burden*  Agnes  stiU 
dung  to  it,  uttering  shriek  after  shriek ;  bot^ 
whirled  round  by  the  eddies^  in  spite  of  all  ita 
efforts  the  anlaial  was  carried  further  down. 

A  black  looking  rock  still  raised  its  round  bead 
partly  above  the  waves;  and  as  they  ware 
carried  near^  though  the  streDgth  both  of  rider 
and  beast  was  fidling,  the  poor  anunal,  by  a 
violent  effort,  got  its  fore  feet  upon  the  rock, 
straining  to  clamber  up.  The  attempt  was  fatal 
to  the  jennet;  the  water  by  the  side  was  de^i 
there  was  no  hold  for  its  hind  ieet:  the  torn 
feet  slipped;  and  back  it  roiled  into  the  over* 
whelming  torrent. 

With  heart  failuig  and  atrength  gone»  Agnea 
loosed  her  hold  and  addressed  one  brief  prayer 
to  Heaven.  But  at  that  moment^  a  strong  am 
was  thrown  round  her^  and  she  felt  hmelf 
dragged  out  of  the  water  into  something  which 
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yiekfed  and  swayed  nnder  tbe  pressure  of  her 
veight.  She  saw  the  struggling  agonies  of  the 
horse ;  she  saw  a  huuiaa  figure^  and  a  boat  half 
■nking  with  the  water  which  had  poured  into 
it  as  it  heeled  in  receiving  her ;  and  then, 
with  her  bram  wbiriiug  and  her  heart  sick,  she 
cioBed  her  eyes  and  presaed  her  fingers  upon 

At  the  same  mouicnt  a  hand  grasped  hers 
thurnily,  and  s  voice  she  knew,  said:  ^Tou 
mt  safe,  700  are  safe !  6od*8  name  be  praised ! 


CHAPTER  X. 


AoMBS  Hbbsrt  left  her  hand  in  that  of  het 

deliverer.  For  more  than  a  mioute  she  made 
no  replj;  she  asked  no  question.  The  voice  was 
enough ;  she  knew  who  it  was  that  had  saved 
her.  But  she  knew  not  as  yet  the  perils  which 
still  hung  over  both  him  and  her.  At  lengtk 
he  let  go  her  hand ;  and  she  heard  a  noise  in 
the  frail  skiff,  which  made  her  instantly  opon 
her  eyes.  Then  it  was  siie  perceived  the  full 
danger  of  their  actual  situation.  Even  in  the 
grey  twilight  she  could  see  that  the  edge  of  the 
small  boat  was  within  an  inch  of  the  suriieuie  of 
the  boiling  stream,  that  the  baik  itself  was  half 
fill!  of  water,  while  Algernon  Grey  was  hmUy 
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employed  ia  baling  it  out  witb  bis  baocb,  as 
tbe  oolj  meaoa  he  had  of  fieeing  it  ^en  in 
•digree* 

<<0b>  thank  you,  thank  jou;"  she  cried;, 
how  much  have  I  to  be  grateful  P 
Speak  not  of  that,  sweet  lady,"  answered 
die  young  t^nglishman  j  ^^but  for  pity's  sake, 
watch  every  tbiDg  witb  a  keen  eye  as  we  are 
cmied  down  the  atream ;  for  I  cannot — dare 
aot  even  attempt  to  reach  the  land*  Tell  me 
die  moment  yon  perceive  a  rock ;  for,  with 
A  this  water  in  the  boat,  the  least  toudi  would 

"  Here,  take  my  velvet  cap,'*  cried  Agnes,  "  it 
■  better  than  nothing;*'  but,  ere  Algernon 
Grey  could  use  it  twice  to  bale  out  a  part  of 
the  water,  bis  fair  companion  cried :  "  A  rockj^ 
a  rock ! — ^There,  on  the  right  P  and  Algernon, 
nsing  cantioualyy  took  Ae  abort  pole,  whichi 
wag  the  only  implement  the  boat  containedi^ 
ttd  watched  eagerly  in  the  bow,  till  they 
Mved  a  spot  where  one  of  the  rude  masses  of 
granite  still  held  its  bead  above  the  current 


whidi  dashed  and  wUrled  aroond  it.  Theai 
lightlj  tDQchiiig  it  ¥riib  the  pole  kt  kept  tbe 

boat  off  in  deeper  water ;  and  id  another  iii<- 
ataDt,  scarcely  able  to  keep  hia  feet»  fcimd 
himself  whirled  rottod  in  the  Tortes,  fonned  bj 
the  impeded  torrent  the  moment  it  was  iree. 

Oh,  what  a  terrible  period  was  the  passage 
down  that  stream.  At  each  ioatant  aome  iww 
danger  beset  them — now  the  rocks— now  tiie 
shallows — now  the  rapids — now  the  eddies: 
so  means  of  approacbiDg  the  shore;  and  imr 
sonable  doubts,  that  anj  effort  to  do  so  would 
not  lead  to  immediate  deblruciioni  The  sky 
became  darker  and  darker  erery  moment;  and> 
though  by  the  aid  of  Agneg^  afforded  to  the 
best  of  lier  power,  a  considerable  portion  of 
Ibe  water  in  tbe  baik  was  cast  back  into  ik^ 
stream^  still  the  fragile  lightness  of  the  skifi^  and 
the  dcpih  to  which  it  had  sunk,  rendered  it 
lilde  probable  that  thoaa  it  contained  wonU 
ever  reach  the  land  in  safety*  The  dose  iklUng- 
night,  the  roaring  of  the  torrent,  the  howling 
ef  tbe  wind  blowing  strong  against  tbe«D»  die 
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i^Uted  sai&ce  of  the  stream,  now  tossing 
them  to  and  fro,  now  whirling  them  round  and 
romid,  might  well  hm?6  daanted  a  iitrong  heart 
iuured  to  peril,  much  more  that  of  Agnes 
HerlerL  Algernon  Giej  felt  for  htr  terror, 
as  well  as  ibr  her  danger;  and  erer  and  aooa 
be  said :  ^*  Let  us  trust  in  God,  dear  lad;  !— 
Fear  not,  fear  not  1  There  is  a  tilrQiiger  arm 
Aaa  mine  to  proCeet  jm.-^lt  is  now  that  fiulli 
in  Heaven  is  a  comfort  indeed*'' 

But  stiU,  with  eager  eye,  and  steady  nerve^ 
sod  skilful  hand,  he  watched  and  guided  as 
veii  as  he  coald,  the  boat  along  the  troubled 
auftace  of  the  river. 

Night  firil;  not  a  star  was  to  be  seen ;  the 
clouds  swept  thick  and  daik  over  the  skj ; 
but  still,  from  lime  to  lime,  a  momentary  li^t 
Ml  afforded  by  a  buoad  sheet  of  summer 
%hbmi|^  which  for  an  instant  oast  a  Uoe 
^aie  through  the  vailey  of  the  Neckar.  The 
Mmtains  were  seen  and  lost;  the  rocks,  the 
tMs,  the  woods  stood  out  and  dissppearad 
like  phantoms  in  a  dream;  and  at  ienglU,  walls 


254 


HBmBLBBRG* 


and  towers  became,  for  one  brief  moment, 
visible ;  and  then  ail  was  black  again. 

We  must  be  near  the  bridge,"  said  Agnes ; 
«do  jou  not  hear  the  water  rushiDg  more 
•  fiercely  ?    Heaven  help  os  now  I  for,  if  we 
strike  against  the  piers,  we  are  lost," 

**Sit  quiet  there,"  answered  Algeruon;  "I 
will  go  into  the  bow;  and  be  assured,  dear 
lady,  I  will  live  or  die  with  you.  Only  re- 
member, if  I  am  forced  to  swim,  lie  quiet  on 
my  arm;  for,  if  yoa  clasp  me,  we  both 
nnk*^ 

I  will  not  stir,''  she  said  in  a  iirm  tone; 
and  Algernon  Grey  went  carefully  forward. 

He  heard  Che  roar  of  the  liver,  evidently 
dashing  in  fury  against  some  obstruction ;  and 
then  he  lliought  he  caught  the  tones  of  human 
voices  speaking  above.  Then  came  n  broad 
sheet  of  lightning ;  and  he  saw  the  bridge,  with 
its  manifold  arches  and  its  towered  gates 
close  at  hand.  He  had  but  time  to  stretch 
forth  his  arm,  and,  with  a  violent  effort,  keep 
the  boat  from  the  pier,  when  it  shot  io  fury 
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iLrougb  the  vault,  and  issued  forth  at  the  other 
Me* 

<'We  have  to  thank  God  again^*'  be  said, 
i^aioiug  his  balance,  which  he  had  nearly 
hsL;  that  danger  is  passed;  and,  if  I  remem- 
ber right,  the  stream  is  clearer  below*" 

''Much,  much,^  said  Agnes.  "The  rocks 
eesse  as  soon  as  the  moontains  fall  away ;  but 
thm  are  many  sand^banks." 

''We  must  watch  still/'  replied  her  com- 

pntoo,  "bat  the  stream  seems  already  less 

rqHd." 

The  fearful  rashing  sound  of  the  swollen 
Neckar  diminished  shordy  after  they  had  passed 
tbe  bridge.  They  could  even  hear,  or  fancied 
tliat  they  heard^  the  hum  of  human  voices 
from  within  the  town.  Lights  were  seen  in 
f anous  windows,  and  cheerful  images  of  happy 
life  came  thick  before  their  eyes,  ixs  they  were 
Irarried  on,  along  thd  course  of  that  dark  head- 
kaig  stream,  with  many  a  peril  still  before 
tbem. 

"That most  be  the  boat-house  at  Neunhim,'* 
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Mid  Agnei^  at  length,  after  a  long  mlent  pease ; 
^  thej  have  got  a  fire  there»  though  the  i^giil 
is  so  sultry/' 

^^They  most  be  caulking  their  boati^  I 
thiok,"  replied  Algernon ;  "  and  from  the  die* 
tance  of  the  iire  I  should  judge  we  are  iu  the 
Biid-stream*   I  will  call  to  them  as  we  paaa 
perdiaoce  they  may  hear  and  help  us." 

A  moment  or  two  after  he  raised  his  Toice 
and  shouted  aloud ;  but  no  one  answered — no 
form  darkened  the  light  in  the  hut»  as  if  one  of 
the  inhabitants  had  come  out  to  see  who  called. 
Rapidly  the  boat  hurried  past,  and  all  was 
silence.  The  river  was  less  turbulent^  bat  seemed 
hardly  less  swift;  the  noise  subsided  to  a  low 
whispering  murmur,  as  the  tide  poured  through 
the  widening  banks ;  and  fiuntly  marked  ob» 
jects — ^wiUoWf  and  shruU  end  decayed  oak, 
which  were  hardly  distinguishable  iiom  the 
bsnks  or  the  sky— seemed  to  more  away  wilk 
the  speed  of  lightning. 

At  the  end  of  about  half  an  hour,  duriog 

which  the  two  had  noC  raised  Ibeir  toioes  above 
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«  wUsper,  Agnes  aatd  aloud,    There  is  a  star ! 

There  is  a  star !  The  akj  must  be  cleariDg* 
Do  jou  not  thiok  it  is  lighter  already  ?" 

^Assuredly,  dear  lady,"  replied  Algernon 
Grey,  the  moon  must  soon  rise ;  last  night 
slie  was  up  by  tiiis  time.  See,  there  is  a  glow 
lapOD  the  donds  round  what  seems  a  hill-top 
there  to  the  right." 

^It  is  the  Heiligbergy"  answered  Agnes.  ^^I 
hsve  seen  a  gleam  like  that  when  the  moon  was 
Mung  up  in  the  east*  Oh!  Heaven  send 
that  she  may  disperse  the  clouds  aud  give  us 
Hght* 

Algernon  Grey  turned  his  eyes  to  the  sky, 
and  he  found  cause  to  hope.  The  clouds  were 
hicaking  fiwt;  the  stan  gleamed  fiubdy  out 
here  and  there;  and  the  edges  of  the  vapoury 
fragments  looked  white  and  fleecy.  Alice 
gued  in  the  same  direction ;  and  ibr  five 
nuDotes  both  were  silent.  Then  the  boat 
grated  heairily  with  a  sudden  shuck,  and  stood 
bst  in  the  midat  of  the  stream.  The  two 
foyagcTB  were  nearly  thrown  down  by  the  con* 
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cttflitoii,  boc  Algemoii  etehimedy  not ! 
.fear  aotl  Wtt  are  M  a  bank,  but  no  hturni  cau 
happen  ;  tba  water  must  be  very  shaliow  here. 
Let  US  ait  oaim  till  tbt  nuMb  ites;  ihe  must 
be  even  now  juat  behkid  ihoie  UUa.  Il  la 
growing  lighter  every  motoeDlk^ 

He  was  right  ill  hia  judgment;  and  in  leaa 
than  ten  minutes  the  sky  vaa  clear  or  neaily 
clear  of  cloud&  The  mooOf  indeed,  could  not 
yet  be  seen ;  but  her  pale  sibrery  light  spread 
over  the  whole  heavens ;  and  eterylhing  atouiid^ 
to  the  eyes  so  long  accustomed  to  Utter  dark-* 
nesSy  appeared  to  stand  out  as  if  in  the  broad 
beams  of  day«  Upon  the  left,  the  bank  eeemed 
somewhat  steep  and  rugged^  and  no  landings 
pUce  could  be  diKtenMd;  but  to  the  right  w« 
a  {kieoe  of  bw  Btdgy  groand^  whioh  the  young 
£Dghshman  doubted  not  was  partially  oveKw 
flowed  by  the  swoUen  stream* 

Do  you  know  where  we  are,  dear  lady  t*' 
he  askcdi  ''I  can  see  neither  house  nor 
village.'* 

I  oMnol  cell,*  aoawered  Agnes*  **IriionM 
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think  we  must  have  passed  Edingen  by  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  Do  yoa  not  thiuk  we 
eonld  veaeh  the  land?  Oh»  let  us  try;  for 
wheiever  it  i8»  we  shall  be  better  there  than 
on  the  bossooi  of  this  dreadful  river.** 

Aigemoii  Giey  smiled  upon  her  with  that 
warm  heaitspringiiig  look  we  only  can  give  to 
those  we  have  cherished  or  protected.  It  is 
only  drettdfiil  iiow^  this  same  fiur  Neckar^^  he 
mAf  beoauaewe  outte  too  near  it  in  an  angty 
mood.  To-morrow  it  will  be  as  calm  and 
sweet  Bs  yesterday/' 

^  And  vrouid  be  so^'*  answered  Agnes,  if  it 
dowed  over  our  graves.  It  will  ever  be  dread- 
ful to  me,  from  this  niglu  forth." 

^Not  to  to  tne»*'  replied  her  eompanion, 

for  it  has  afforded  me  a  great  happiness.  Bat 
I  will  try  to  push  the  boat  otf  the  bank  and 

guide  it  to  yonder  tow  ground  on  the  right. 
Little  will  do  it,  if  v^e  can  once  get  adoat 

again." 

His  eflbrts  were  not  in  vain,  though  it 
recjuired  all  hie  strength  to  force  the  litde  akili' 
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from  the  firm  bed  into  which  the  rapid  curreat 
of  th  e  stream  had  carried  it.  As  soon  as  it 
was  free,  however,  he  perceived  an  increase 
of  the  water  in  the  bark ;  and^  judgmg  rightly^ 
that  the  sudden  shock  upou  the  shoal  had 
seriously  daDiaged  it,  he  saw  that  not  an  instant 
was  to  be  lost.  Besting  the  end  of  the  pole 
upon  the  sand-bank,  as  the  boat  swung  round, 
he  gave  it  a  vehement  impulse  towards  the 
shore.  It  drifted  on  with  the  cuitent,  but  took 
an  oblique  direction,  which  Algernon  Grey 
aided,  using  the  boat-pole  as  a  feeble  sort  <tf 
rudder ;  but  stiU  the  river  was  deep  and  swift, 
the  bank  some  yards  distant  and  the  water  in 
the  bark  gaining  fast. 

''The  boat  seems  sinking,*'  said  Agnes,  in  a 
low,  sad  tone. 

**Fear  not!  fear  not!"  replied  her  com- 
panion, cheerfully ;  in  a  quiet  stream,  such 
as  this  is  here,  I  could  swim  with  you  three 
times  across  without  risk.  But  wc  are  neariug 
the  bankl"  and,  sounding  the  water  with 
the  pole,  he  ibuud  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
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pushed  tbe  boat  to  shore  just  as  she  was  set- 
tling dowD. 

It  was  a  low  swampj  piece  of  ground  that 
thej  touched,  covered  with  long  sedge  and 
bulrushes  growing  upon  overflowed  land*  Al- 
genioQ  Grej  sprang  out  at  once^  and  finding 
water  still  up  to  his  knees,  he  leaned  over  into 
the  boat,  and  took  his  sweet  companion  in  his 
arms. 

must  carry  you  for  a  little  way,*^  he  aaid, 
^and  now  we  may,  indeed,  thank  God  with 
our  whole  heart  for  a  great  deliverance.  You 
aball  walk  as  soon  as  we  reach  dry  ground, 
dear  lady,  for  you  are  wet,  and  I  fear  must  be 
cold.*' 

"  Oh,  no/'  she  answered,  "  either  terror  or 
the  sultry  air  has  kept  me  warm  enough.  But 
how  can  I  ever  thank  you  for  all  you  have 

done." 

She  lay  in  his  arms ;  her  heart  beat  against 
his;  her  breath  &nned  his  cheek  when  she 
spoke.  What  were  the  feelings  of  Algernon 
Grey  at  that  moment?   He  would  not  ask 


himself;  «d  be  ifa«  ivlse.  He  gvn  up  hm 

whole  thoughts  to  her,  to  cheer,  to  soothe>  to 
protect  her,  to  remove  from  her  mind  not  only 
the  impreesioo  of  the  past  peril,  bat  also  tU 
feeling  of  the  embarraasmeat  and  diificulqr  of 
her  actual  situation,  left  to  ^yander,  neither 
well  knew  whither,  with  a  nao>  a  youn^  man 
whom  ahe  had  known  but  a  few  daja,  in  the 
darkness  and  solitude  of  night. 

He  felt  hie  UmA  light  and  hia  biudcn  a 
pkasant  one,  it  ia  Hue,  as  be  b<m  her  on  Sor 
more  than  a  hundred  yards  through  the  marBh* 
He  wottid  have  willingly  had  her  lie  there  fir 
lopger^perbaps  for  Ufe;  but  atiU  as  loon  aa 
they  came  upon  the  dry  sandy  ground,  be 

aec  her  gently  down  and  diew  her  arm  through 

Now,  sweet  eonurade,"  he  said,  gaily,  we 
must  fight  our  way  to  some  village  where  you 
eaa  find  raat  tost  the  night.  Do  yon  not  ftel 
weary?  Terror  is  a  sad  aapper  of  human 
strengtlu** 

Not  so  tirad,  perhapi,  aa  I  might  expeet  to 
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hOi''  iDMmd  ^0609  cooaidering  that  I  htd 
a  long  lide  before  this  tctrribl^  •veat  took 
place. — ^Alas^  my  poor  jennet,  that  bore  me  so 
oftmaiid i»  wd)«  I  Asll  i»mr  see  yoa  morel 
I  em  mmg  to  epeek  ao:  my  whol# 
maughts  triiouiU  be  gratitude/' 

''We  hem  both  much  eeme  for  thankfiik 
MR,**  lepUed  AlgemoQ,  end  aee^  dear  kdy, 
the  bewtiful  mQQa>  iQ  giUde  U9  qu  our  way,  is 
niiiig  Of  er  the  hill,  half  hidden  by  the  woods, 
hstCseen  through  the  tre«  uqp«i  How  qoicUy 
she  w^HiQi$  Qu  oiimg  her  blu^  way«  Hut  we 
aiQsl  take  a  lessoa  (rem  b^r,  and  speed  for* 
Wild  likewise^  What  pi^th  shall  I  ^0099  ?  &f 
I  aavc;  no  knowledge  of  this  Imd.^ 

"And  I  very  little  of  tbia  part,"  said  the 
lady;  '^bat  one  thii^  ia  dear;  by  bending  our 
oeurae  towards  the  iiills  again,  wo  shall  at  all 
«fents  ^proach  the  town.** 

"^Tbat  muat  be  fur,**  anawered  hei:  com- 
paok>ii, "  and  tho^e  small  limbs  of  yours  will 
hardly  bear  you  thither  to-night ;  but  let  ua  tf> 

die  right  at  idl  eveati;  a»  lik«^  to  find  a 
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resting-place  there  as  od  aoy  other  path and 

bidding  her  rest  upon  his  arm  for  support,  he 
led  her  on. 

Theirs  was  a  strange  ramble  through  the 

Mride  fields  and  plains  that  stretch  out  between 
the  foot  of  the  Bergstrasse  and  the  Rhine; 
and  yet  not  without  deep  interest  to  both. 
Each  had  at  heart  feeling^  of  many  a  varied 
character  sufiScient  to  fill  up  long  hours  of  dull 
life,  and  each  was  disinclined  to  dwell  upon 
the  most  thrilling  emoiions  of  all ;  hot  yet, — 
however  they  might  fly  to  other  subjects,  how 
anzioDsly  soever  they  might  strive  to  wiUi* 
hold  their  thoughts  firom  anything  that  might 
agitate  or  overpower,  —  still  those  emotions 
presented  themselves  in  vague  and  indistinci 
forms,  mingling  with  thought,  seising  hold 
upou  iaacy,  and  giving  a  lone  and  colour  to  all 
that  was  said,  without  either  of  them  beiiig 
aware  that  they  deviated  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  conversation  between  persons  of  their 
birth  and  station.  The  scene,  too,  and  the 
season,  the  hour,  the  atmosphere,  the  ciicaBi- 
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staoces,  the  events  that  had  hitely  taken  place, 
the  prospects  of  the  future  in  their  very  indefi- 
nite obscurity,  all  had  an  influence,  and  seemed 
tocoobine  to  nourish  a  growing  passion  in 
their  hearts.  The  moon  rose  bright  iioui 
bcUnd  the  trees  upon  the  mountain  tops, 
sbkuDg  Uke  the  bright  pure  vision  of  young 
and  imiocent  love.  The  clouds,  which  at  the 
ooHet  ef  their  stonny  and  perilous  course  bad 
vwefi  like  the  evils  of  life  over  the  whole 
skj,  had  now  vanished  as  if  magic,  leaving 
hat  heie  and  there  a  fragment  whirlmg  upon 
Ihe  wind,  to  obecure  the  twinkling  stars  with 
its  hght  veil.  In  the  south-west,  some  half 
MVf  up  the  lieaven,  shone  a  lustrous  planet, 
Irtitming  calm,  steadfiwt,  serene,  like  the  un- 
dying light  of  hope;  and,  while  opposite 
stretdied  in  grand  masses  the  hillndopes  of  the 
Bciggtiasae,  beneath  thatstar  appeared  the  wavy 
outhne  of  the  Haaidt  mountains,  still  coloured 
with  a  purple  hue,  as  if  the  rays  of  the  de- 
parted sun  had  not  yet  entirely  left  them* 
Above,  and  to  the  south  and  east,  all  was 


bright  and  silwiy  ^th  the  li^t  of  the  fiioi 
moon.  The  um  thmmhm  mwt  tbm 

tiogiiiahed  iu  ib^  flood  of  apteqdouri  but  on  tbo 
border!  of  the  Aj  the  Iwiskly  ligbie  of  niglii 
looked  oul«,  Uke  gem  on  the  robe  of  their 
queen  i  mul*  from  time  to  time^  a  bngbt 
meteor  croseed  the  expense,  buietiog  freet  . 
qpMoe,  end  dyiog  eie  it  reached  the  eerth*  hhe 
the  light  ibougbifi  ot  vam^  a  gre^t  miud»  whioh 
perish  io  the  bmia  thet  gi?es  them  JoMku 

The  air  was  warm,  and  yet  stivfed  bj  • 
^irQQg  br«e«e,  JLbore  w^is  a  leAguev 
in  it,  a  We4ike,  luxurious  e^bie^  dispoBiog 
to  gentle  thougbtftdoe^s ;  end  a  eweet  pecAuM 
rose  up  from  p)me  of  the  ihruba  of  the  fieidt 
WDgUog  bigrniiQniouBlj  with  tbet  bUoid  wd 
rendeiing  its  softening  powers  still  gveelw 
Orer  the  wide  pUiu  wbigb  tbej  traversed*  th^ 
moou^s  beauis  fall  briglii.,  but  not  clear ;  fox 

thin  Taponr»  too  Ught  to  obstmel  the  ^ew,  and 

gnlj  sarviog  to  diffuse  and  geoeraUae  the 

rose  up  firom  the  drenched  gelda  in  the  warm 

air« 
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Rfticoed  from  deattu  and  brought  nftljr 
tlvmii^  mniuMittbia  pmk  by  him  on  wboM 
arm  sbe  kaoeU^  tb«  of  Aguea  iierbert 
wail  dwell  foodlj  ou  the  thought  of  oiu: 
nhoae  woidSft  whosf  auuuitrt,  and  whose  look 
hid  betore  captivated  ber  fiMMy,  if  oot  tuuobad 
lier  heart.  All  the  terrors  had  felt,  all  the 
dngem  she  bad  paaaad»  all  the  aervioea  he  had 
nodrnd,  all  the  kiadaeas  and  teuderneaa  bt 
Ittd  showa  that  aight»  mingled  strange^  in 
MBory  with  ibo  woida  aad  ibo  coodiici;  of 
tfafi  two  preceding  «vaoi|igi»  with  tb«  iut^reiK 
ahc  had  previously  IcU  in  him>  uud  with  ibo 

amimt  given  of  htm  by  hia  componion  and 
iiiaiid*  iiui  aha,  like  biaaaaif,  would  not  paiiae 
Id  diiuk  of  such  things — At  lea^t  tdie  would  uok 
w&m  tbem ;  and  gladly  ahe  joined  in  conveiaa* 
tian  upon  any  lopio»  wbiob  would  lead  bar 
miQd  away  from  tUat  on  which  it  liogared. 

If  any  and  mied,  too»  wore  the  aubjeeti 
wilb  wbii^  he  etfOYo  to  entertain  ber»  to  wile 
htf  mind  awa^  Irom  the  thoughta  of  her 
•tnationg  and  to  lighten  the  minutea  of  their 
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long  and  devious  course,  as  they  wandered  on 

in  search  of  some  human  habitation. 

.  ^^How  bright  the  night  has  become,"  said 

Algernon  Grej,  after  a  pause.    **Thus  very 

often,  when  we  least  expect  it,  the  storms  that 

hang  over  some  part  of  every  man*s  career,  ate 

wafted  away,  aod  all  is  clear  again/' 

•     And  but  the  brighteifer  the  storm,*'  said 

Agnes. 

^  Ay,"  he  rejoined,  I  fear  me  much,  sweet 
hdj,  that  we  should  never  enjoy  the  snnahine 
but  for  the  shade.  It  is  in  the  varieties  of  cieaf* 
tion  and  the  constant  changes  of  the  world's  life, 
that  the  grand  harmony  of  the  whole  consists. 
Let  the  tone  of  an  instrument  be  ever  so  sweety 
what  effect  would  it  produce  upon  the  ear,  if  it 
had  but  one  note?  How  poor  is  a  concert 
with  bnt  two  or  three  instruments  I  Bat  in  the 
succession  and  combination  of  many  notes  and 
many  tones,  how  grand,  how  beautiful  is  the 
melodioas  harmony ! — Skies  ever  blue,  and  ptm^ 
tures  ever  green,''  he  continued,  changing  to  a 
gayer  tone,  '*  would,  I  believe,  become  very 
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diiD  and  weariflome,  notwithstaading  all  the 

verses  of  pastoral  poeta." 

**So  mea  Lliiiik,  1  have  been  told,"  an- 
sweied  Agnea;  ''and  that  they  chooBe  their 
wifes  ot  tempers  that  may  give  them  some 
variety.'' 

'^Yes,  but  there  may  be  pleasant  varieties, 
too^"*  answered  Algernon  Grey,  '^even  in  one 
character.  The  storm  is^in  itscll,  a  grand  ihiug; 
bet  DO  man,  methinks,  wonld  nnroof  his  house 
to  let  it  la ;  and,  besides,  dear  lady,  all  things 
have  their  fitness.  The  drums  and  trumpets 
of  an '  amiy  aie  fine  enough^  mellowed  by 
the  ^n  air ;  but  who  would  think  of  enjoys 
^  a  full  choir  ihereoi  in  a  narrow  room? 
Afker  allp*'  he  continued,  ^  in  most  classes  of 
society  this  same  marriage  may  be  called  a 
nmtter  ol  iatc  rather  than  of  choice,  arranged 
by  friends,  or  fixed  by  circnmstanoes.  Man 
Bttle  knows  how  rarely  in  life  he  is  a  icee 
agCQt,  and^  above  all,  how  rarely  in  this  respect. 
Ilien  again,"  he  contbuedt  **  even  when  man 
or  woman  is  truly  said  to  make  a  choice,  do 
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they  ever  know  ihat  which  ihey  choose.  We 
walk  about  with  Tizank,  my  sm  frietid; 
even  up  to  the  atepa  of  tba  Altar  i  and  the 

real  face  is  seldokn  seen  till  the  ring  is  on  the 
finger." 

He  apoke  veiy  seiionaly ;  but  Agnea  veplied 
with  a  laugh :  Perhi^  if  U  Wete  Hot  8o>  no 
one  would  marry  at  ail  \  and  yet,^  ah^  added, 
in  ft  grttver  tone>    if  I  thought  I  did  we«r  one 

of  these  same  masks,  I  would  never  rest  till  £ 
had  torn  it  off;  for  I  would  mudi  rather  never 
be  lov«d»  than  loae  the  lote  I  had  obtained." 

A  £u:  happier  fate !"  answered  Algernon 

Grey;  and  then  changing  the  subject  suddenly, 

he  said,    How  ia  it  our  discourse  ever  gets  00 

grave?  With  this  iair  scene  around  us»  and 
such  a  joyful  escape  as  we  have  both  had, 
tnediinks,  we  ought  both  tb  be  more  gay.  tt 
wants  but  the  nightingale's  song  to  make  this 
moonlight  night  complete  in  beauty." 

*•  Ah !  but  the  dear  nigfatint^ale,"  anavmred 
the  lady,  is  penurious  of  his  melody  h^re ; 
and  in  the  month  of  June,  or,  at  the  latest. 


^  kj  0^  .0  i.y  Google 


wmmumM.  271 

this  List  mouth,  all  his  sweet  notes  come  to 

ill  find.  I  know  not  wfayi  for  Um  peopk 
th«  nightingale  aaother  flower;  but,  in 
fojf  mind,  lie  ia  alwajs  associated  with  the 
vtitu  Hia  song  ia  ao  aweet,  ad  tianquili  «6 
I  may  call  it»  ae  unlike  the  gay  and 
perfumed  rose,  ihe  ilower  oi  summer  ^iunshuie^ 
vboae  bkishing  breast  aaema  t»  oaturt  tha  gaae 
hi  «kiiikka  £noi%  that  I  can  never  Sumj  ht 
woald  love  the  rose;  while  the  calm  violet, 
jpoukig  forth  het  amat  braath  in  tba  ahade, 
i*  hia  trae  image*" 

As  she  spokey  a  distant  light  seemed  to 
ifmmK  oa  tbe  pliini  but  in  »  diflbtMt 
dinctioo  to  that  in  whioh  tbdor  steps  waM 
bent;  and  they  paused  for  a  moment  to  re- 
Mrkit. 

"^Ii  Btoies^  it  move8»"  aaid  Algtmon  Gtty) 

*it  is  but  an  igni»-iatuus.  Mow  many  of  them 
m  there  in  this  workL  Eaoh  man  of  ns,  I 
hKsf^  b«  Ui  own,  whioh  be  folbws  blindly, 

liove  here,  ambition  there,  avarice  eifie where, 
lha  desure  of  woiidly  booours,  the  gewgaw 
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splendours  of  pomp  and  state,  the  miserable 
false  light  of  fimatidsm,  the  dull  foul  lamp  of 
supeistitioot  are  ail  so  manj  Will<-o'«the-wi^t 
leading  us  ever  from  the  broad,  straightforward 
way.  So  will  not  we,  fiur  lady ;  but  by  your 
good  leave,  go  upon  this  path,  which  will 
conduct  us  somewhere.  Here  arc  tracks  of 
wheels,  I  see,  with  die  moonlight  glistening 
on  the  pools  the  storm  has  iett — but  yoor  step 
seems  weary.    Do  1  go  too  fast  ?" 

^'Oh,no^''  she  answmd;  ^*yet  I  confess,  a 
little  rest,  a  roof  over  my  head,  and  a  cop  of 
cold  water  would  not  be  unpleasant.  The 
thought  of  a  village  and  all  its  qniet  oomftfti 
which  that  light  afforded,  has  made  me  feel 
more  fatigued  since  I  saw  it.** 

"  Oh,  yes,''  answmd  Algernon  Giey,  ^dwie 
is  something  very  sweet  in  homan  asBodations, 
which  we  know  not  tiU  we  are  deprived  of 
them  for  a  time.  The  mind  of  man,  I  am 
sure,  was  never  intended  for  solitude ;  fiur  ihe 
very  thoughts  of  home-happiness  and  quiet  con- 
verse with  our  fellow-creatures— ay,  even  of 
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Uieir  proximitjr,  though  they  be  strangera  to 
us,  makes  the  heart  jeam  for  all  the  warm 
companionships  of  aoeie^  when  we  are  de- 
prived of  it," 

^Bat  I  have  society,'*  said  Agoes^  simply, 
•"wlieD  you  are  with  me.** 

Algemofi  Grey  made  no  reply,  bat  changed 
the  fiibjeot  to  courts  and  courtly  festivals,  and 
then  went  on  interweaving,  as  he  was  well 
l%hter  with  graver  conversation,  and 
•triving^  Dot  without  succese,  to  interest  and 
ttcopy  his  feir  companion's  mind.   The  arts, 
tksD  ahnciat  at  their  height,  or  at  least  rery 
little  declined,  were  one  theme.   Poetry  fur* 
nlied  another.  War,  the  chase,  the  pursuits  of 
Ml  ef  hit  own  day,  the  habits  of  the  world, 
the  differences  between  countries,  then  marked 
est  more  strongly  than  at  present,  all  passed 
wukit  hffht  reiiew,  and  sometimes  speakin^^ 
gravely,  sometimes  jesting  lightly,  he  gave  that 
wicty  to  all  he  said  which  he  himself  had 
pilbed. 

Whether  ftom  weariness  or  from  thoughtful* 
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ncss^  I  know  not,  but  Agnes  grew  more  silent  as 
they  went  on.    Certain  it  is,  that  the  words  of 
William  Lovet  often  came  back  to  her  mind. 
**He  does  not  speak  thus  to  every  one,**  she 
thought ;  and  she  asked  herself  whether  it  was 
merely  to  cheer  the  way  for  her^  that  he  thus  put 
forth  his  powers,  or  that  he  really  esteemed  and 
held  her  highly.   If  the  first,  she  was  bound  to 
be  grateful,  though,  tosay  800th,sbe  would  rather 
have  believed  the  latter*    Either  conclusion, 
however,  was  pleasant  to  her — ay,  very  pleasant 
— almost  too  much  so;  for  she  grew  frightened. 
.  It  lasted  but  an  instant;  and  indeed  then, 
with  the  happy  sophistry  of  woman's  heart,  she 
quelled  her  own  alarm.     Surely,"  she  though^ 
I'one  may  esteem  and  like  without  &ar  or 
danger.   Am  I  such  a  vain  fool  as  to  beBeve 
that  every  man  who  may  see  something  bett^ 
in  me  than  the  light  coquettes  of  a  court,  must 
therefore  love  me  ?   Am  I  such  a  weak  fool  that 
I  must  needs  love,  unasked,  the  first  man  who 
seems  to  treat  me  as  a  rational  creature  ?  I  am 
silly  indeed  even  to  let  my  thoughts  rest  on  such 
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a  matter,  I  will  think  of  it  no  more.  I  will  act  as 
if  such  idle  fancies  had  never  crossed  my  brain, 
bot  as  the  heart  prompts^  and  as  nature  leatls.'' 
She  became  more  cheerful  upon  her  deiusioo; 
but  ihc  way  was  lone:  ^^nd  wearisome.  The  soft 
poond  loaded  the  tired  foot;  the  turnings  of 
the  road  disappointed  expectation ;  and»  though 
the  bright  moon  still  shone  out  to  guide  ihcai, 
BO  village  could  be  distinctly  seen ;  for  the 
thick  orchards  and  small  woods,  whicli  then 
occupied  a  large  part  of  the  valley  of  the  llLiue, 
cut  off  the  view  from  those  who  wandered 
in  the  low  ground.  The  lady's  garments  too, 
fitted  for  the  ride  of  the  moruiug,  were  all  ua- 
inied  to  her  long  night  ramble,  and  fi&tigue 
leiaed  upon  poor  Agnes,  and  well  nigh  over- 
powered her.  Twice  she  sat  for  some  minutes 
by  the  road-«de  to  rest;  and,  whenever  the 
ivetoess  of  the  swampy  ground  gave  fiur  excuse, 
Algernon  Grey  took  her  in  his  arms  and  carried 
her;  but  still  she  was  well  nigh  sinking  from 
pure  exhaustion,  when  a  village  clock  struck 
clear  aud  loud  the  hour  of  eleven.   No  great 
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distance  could  exist  between  ihc  musical  bell 
and  the  eats  that  so  gladly  heard  it;  and  with 
renewed  hope  and  strength  thej  let  themaelves 
be  guided  bj  the  sound  through  the  trees,  till 
the  tones  of  laughing  voices  came  upon  the  air. 
There  muat  be  a  village  close  at  hand,"  said 
Algernon  Ciiej,  "and  happily  some  Fair  or 
merry^malcing  seems  to  have  kept  the  good 
peasants  up  and  waking.   See  there  are  cot* 
tages!"  and  the  moment  after  they  entered  the 
long  street  of  a  small  hamlet  with  the  church  at 
the  further  end,  and  beyond,  rising  high  above 
tiio  houses,  the  tower  of  some  old  castle  huilt 
upon  a  mound* 

The  cottages  were  all  dark  and  silent,  and 
the  merry  voices  they  bad  heard  seemed  to 
go  on  before  them  singbg  in  chorus. 

SONG. 

Bruise  the  grape  I  draw  the  wine ! 
Oh  the  fruit  of  the  vine! 
n  W18  giviB  to  ooBsole  Ibr  the  Used : 

To  bring  light  to  the  eve, 
And  to  raise  the  heart  hi|^h, 
And  to  warm  the  old  world  with  new  blood. 


^  kj  o^uo  i.y  Google 


UEW&LUM,RQ,  277 

VVheuikut  up  in  tlic  ark, 
Noib  iwam  in  the  dark« 
And  no  dove  had  returned  to  his  fareaH; 

lie  dreamed  r  glad  dreftM, 
That  he  saw  a  red  stream 
How  forth  tarn  the  eluster  when  preased. 

"  We  are  weary,"  he  said, 
We  in  cold»  and  half  deadi 
Bat  there  *•  comfort  heneath  thw 

"When  \vc  luuch  tlic  bill  top 
The  vine  shall  spring  up, 

And  its  wermjuiee  shall  set  the  heart  free.** 

Bruise  the  grape !  draw  tlie  wine  I 
Oh,  the  fruit  of  the  yhiel 
it  was  given  to  eonsole  for  the  lloodt 

To  bring  light  tu  the  eye, 
Aud  to  raise  the  heart  high, 
And  to  warm  the  old  world  with  new  hlood. 

Thus  suDg  ihe  peasauu  as  Uiej  waliied  aioog, 
ind  AlgomoQ  Grey  exclaimedi  with  a  BmXU, 

Ilitir  aong  givea  good  oounciU  sweet  ladj, 
Tliougb  I  saw  last  night  ihat  you.  were  no  wine 
drinker,  you  must  now  even  consent  to  take 
8ooie  of  the  juice  of  the  grape,  whoae  qualitiee 
tittse  good  men  colebrate.  The  inn  wiiere  tiiej 
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have  been  Casting  it  cannot  be  fiur,  and  yon  will 
at  length  have  rest  and  xefreshment.'' 

''Rest,  rest,"  said  Agties,  ''is  all  I  need;" 
bnt  Algernon  wonld  not  beliefe  that  food  too 
was  not  wanted. 

At  length  a  light  was  seen  streaming  forth 
fiom  a  door  not  fieur  from  the  church;  and  a 
good  stout  country  girl,  throwing  forth  into  the 
midst  oi  the  street  some  torn  and  scattered 
flowers,  which  had  decked  the  littk  hall  of  the 
hoBtehry  for  the  country  ftsti?al,  appeared  at 
the  door.  It  was  a  glad  sight  for  poor  Agnes 
Herbert,  and  she  drew  a  long  deep  sigh,  while 
Algernon  Grey  inquired  if  they  conld  have  re- 
freshment there,  and  rest  for  the  night. 

The  girl  seemed  hardly  to  compreheud  him, 
but  called  the  bustling  landlady,  who  glased  at 
the  two  gaily  dressed,  but  worn  and  travel* 
stained  strangers,  for  a  moment  with  looks  of 
doubt  and  wonder.  Agnes,  however,  in  few  quiet 
words,  explained  her  situation,  using,  as  lar  as 
she  knew  it,  the  jargon  of  the  country ;  and  the 
good  woman*a  whole  manner  was  cfaaagod  in  a 
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mooieau  instead  of  doubt  and  suaptcioa  of  her 
guests,  which  she  had  before  displayed,  she  was 
DOW  all  motheily  tendemeas  towaida  the  youiig 
and  beautiiui  creature  before  her,  although  she 
was  not  without  some  embarrassments,  ixlso,  as 
to  the  aoeotnmodatioQ  of  her  unexpected  viai- 
toiB.   bUuated  ia  a  remote  and  diatant  Tiilage, 
where  a  traveller  very  rarely  staid  for  iLe  iiigLt, 
ihe  had  neither  room  nor  bed  prepared ;  and, 
tiioiigh  plenty  of  supper,  she  said,  was  to  be 
obtained  in  a  moiaciit,  and     yood  wine  as  any 
ill  the  Citde,  she  did  not  see  how  she  could  get 
two  beds  ready»  although  her  daughter  would 
willingiy  give  up  her  own  for  the  young  lady*s 
convemence.  Algernon  Grey  relieved  her  from 
a  part  of  her  difficnldes  by  telling  her  that  he 
Gould  sleep  very  well  where  he  was,  and  that  the 
taUe  or  the  bench  in  the  laige  room,  where  she 
had  leceiv^d  her  gnesta,  would  fonn  a  bed  good 
eaough  tor  him,  if  she  would  prepare  a  room  for 
Agnes  as  soon  as  possible*   With  this  latter  in- 
jonction  she  promised  to  comply;  but  there  were 
two  obstacles  to  its  literal  fulhiment,  namely. 
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first,  the  good  landlady 'b  deUnmbuidoii  ibit 
her  guMtB  flhould  partake  of  a  BOpper  befete 

they  slept;  and  aeoondly,  that  the  hoetess 
himelf;  and  all  her  people  were  boors  of  the 
Palatinate^  who  are  not  celcbiated  &r  the 

<)uicknes8  of  their  evolutional 

In  vain  did  the  ^oung  geiuleumn  hurry  hvr; 

in  vun  did  Agnes  piocefll  that  the  wanted  rest 

before  all  things ;  halt  a  dosen  dishes,  dressed 
in  various  sUange  manuerb,  were  placed  on  the 
table  befive  them»  as  they  sat  by  a  dim  and 
comfortless  lamp,  the  mistress  the  house 
observing  bagel^,  that  it  could  do  ihem  nobai  m 
on  earth  to  eat  some  supper  aiker  so  many 
adventures^  and  that,  in  the  meaa  timet  the 
iadj  's  bed  could  be  prepared. 

After  having  diaooTeied  that  chey  were  m 
the  Tillage  of  Shriesheim,  Agnes  Herbert  and 
Algcrnou  Grey  were  left  for  more  than  half  an 
hour  alone  in  the  dinner-ioooi  of  the  little  ion  ( 
and  deeply  did  the  iiur  gkl  feel  his  conduct 
during  lliat  lime ;  ior  aiiiiough^  with  kinduej^ 

und  e?eiy  gentk  attenttottt  he  pressed  her  to 
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tike  lome  food  and  drink  some  wine  |  though^ 
vitli  cheetibl  gaietf  he  strove  to  amuse  and 

cheer  iier,  jet  there  was  no  token  of  respect 
that  liedidiiOL  show,  to  dimhiishor  remove  any 
ttibiifasBttieiilstiriiigiDg  from  her  poaition  with 
regard  to  himself*  Ue  made  her  smile;  he 
even  made  her  laugh;  he  u wakened  hetfimcy^ 
to  lead  her  thoughts  to  <^ciy  and  happy  images  s 
he  rendered  bis  conversatioii  lights  piajluly  and 
sun^kuij',  but  took  care  that  it  should  be  suffi* 
dently  reserved  to  {dace  his  fair  companion  at 
her  ease,  and  to  make  her  almost  forget  that  she 
was  not  with  him  in  one  of  the  saloons  of  the 
pslsoe  of  Heidelberg.  Her  weariness  somewhat 
decreased  as  she  sat  and  listened ;  and^  to  tell 
the  truth,  by  the  time  the  kndlad;  returned  to 
ooodncther  to  her  bedroom,  Agnes  Herbert 
was  more  disposed  to  remain  where  she  was, 
and  listen  to  sounds  ^hich  fell  with  dangerous 
softness  oD  her  ear. 

Nevertheless  she  rose  instantly^  and  held  out 
her  hand  to  her  companion,  bidding  him  fare- 
well for  the  night.    He  look  it,  and  pressed  his 
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lips  upon  it,  wishing  her  good  res^  and  £ur 

dreams. 

Agnes  gazed  upon  him  with  a  smile  as  he 
did  so,  saying,  Methinks  it  is  I  ought  to  kiss 
your  hand,  and  thank  jou  again  and  again  ibr 
all  your  acts  of  kindness  in  every  way,  all  of 
which  I  have  felt,  irom  the  saving  of  my  life  to 
the  soothing  of  my  mind;  but  I  must  leave 
others  to  do  it  who  are  more  capable — have 
no  words." 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Qks  of  the  first  cares  of  Algernon  Greyj  when 
Agnes  had  left  him  for  the  night,  was  to  scod 
tf  a  messenger  to  the  castle  of  Heidelberg*  to 
aimoimcei  even  at  that  late  hour^  that  the  lady 
^  in  safety.  It  was  with  difficulty,  indeed, 
thit  soy  one  coold  be  procured  to  undertake 
the  task;  for  Germany  is  a  country  in  which 
dim  are  some  things  that  people  i^iU  not  do 
nea  for  money.  But  a  man  was  at  length 
fouad  to  walk  the  distance,  and  to  set  out  at 
onee.  The  young  Englishman's  next  thought 
was  how  to  obtain  horses  for  the  following 
Bioming;  but  it  was  not  till  the  messenger  had 
departed  that  this  occurred  to  him;  and  when 
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it  did  he  felt  some  doubt  as  to  whether  a 
woman's  saddle  could  be  obtained  for  the  lady. 

The  good  hostess  undertook  the  task,  how* 
ever,  without  making  any  diilicukj  ,  naming  a 
neighbouring  fiurmer*s  horse  for  himself,  ot 
whose  qualities  he  was  very  williog  to  run  the 
risk,  and  saying  that  their  minister*s  daughter 
had  a  nice  ambling  pad,  which  she  would  lend 
▼erj  willingly  to  bear  that  pretty  lady  to  the 
castle. 

This  being  settled,  and  pure  water  having 
been  procured  to  wash  away  from  his  face  and 
neck  the  traces  of  all  he  had  lately  gone 
through,  Algernon  Grey  was  left  alone  in  the 
hall,  to  find  repose  as  he  best  could.  But 
for  a  long  time  he  sought  no  rest,  at  least 
for  the  busy  bnun  imd  anxious  thought. 
During  the  tiiree  or  four  hours  la^t  pa^t,  his 
mind  had  been  fiiUy  occupied,  at  first  with 
perils  and  dangers,  and  with  a  sweeter  and 
not  less  engrossing  task  at  an  after  period; 
but  now,  suddenly  reverting  to  still  eariiet 
events,  he  turned   to  inquire   what  might 

be  the  vesult  to  the  adversary  whom  he  had 


Digitized  by  Google 


ttWrniUBKO. 


2d6 


met  in  the  wood,  of  bis  audden  departure 
Bm  the  ioeiie  of  strife.  Apprehenaions 
mwded  apoo  him  fox  the  Ikle  oi  the  Barou 
of  Obemtr^ut.  The  page^  be  feared,  might 
hm  seen  him  huny  to  the  tescqe  of  Agoea, 
aa(li  thinking  only  of  duty  to  bi«  madter, 
might  have  neglected  to  fiilfil  the  orders  he 
liad  leceivedf  in  his  anxiety  to  traee  and  assist 
Km.  The  wouuded  man  might  itave  beeu  left 
lo  Ueed  to  death  on  the  meadow,  and^  though 
be  felt  that  he  was  not  to  hlame»  yet  Algernon 
Grey  would  have  given  a  kiog's  ransom  to  be 
mxt  that  his  opponent  had  met  with  proper  aid 
and  treatment* 

Thoqgfat,  he  knew«  itas  firoitless,  upon  this 
islgset  at  least;  and  yet  he  continued  to 
tluak  upon  it  for  some  time^  till  the  image  of 
Agnes  Herbert  began  to  mingle  with  these 
vaking  reverie^  and  with  it  ft  new  souroa  of 
ioxict^  I  she  Vins  &o  beaulifult  so  gen  lie,  so  full 

of  every  grace  and  quality  which  he  bad 
dreamed  of  as  perfection  in  woman»  that  he 
could  not  but  think  of  her  with  tenderness. 
He  wonld  not  beiieve  that  he  thought  ef  her 
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with  loye ;  and  yet  he  dreaded  his  own  sensa- 
tions. Once  more  he  made  strong  resolutioiis 
to  quit  Heidelberg  and  the  Palatinate  imme- 
diately—to see  her  no  more— to  wander  far — 
to  foiget  her.  Poor  youth !  he  had  some  expe- 
rience  of  the  world,  but  he  had  not  learned 
how  completely  all  human  resolutions  are  the 
Bport  of  circumstances ;  he  had  not  yet  learned 
that  if  in  our  weakness  or  oar  passions  we  do 
not  break  them  voluntarily,  there  are  a  thou- 
ssnd  little  incidents  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  which  step  in  between  us  and  their 
execution.  His  determination  was  firm  and 
strong,  however;  his  conviction  of  the  right 
course  was  not  in  the  least  shaken;  and, 
making  up  his  mind  at  length  to  accompany 
Agnes  back  to  the  castle,  letting  her  see  oo 
change  or  diflbrence  in  his  manner,  bnt  to 
leave  her  there  and  to  depart  the  next  day, 
he  seated  himself  near  the  table,  bent  his 
head  upon  his  arms,  and  gradoaUy  sank  into 
sleep. 

In  that  strange^  injsterioas  state,  when  a 
dull  heavy  curtain  f^^^s  between  the  mortal 


Digitized  by  Google 


HEIDBLBEBG. 


287 


9ssmB  aad  all  their  external  objects,  when  life 
abne  remaias^  and  the  spirit  is  cut  off  from  all 
oommnnication  nvith  the  rest  of  creation,  while 
iaac^  yet  firom  time  to  time — &y,  and  memory 
toe-awakes  up  with  strange  caprices,  to  deal 
with  past  and  ^ture  things; — ^in  that  great 
Hiysteiy  of  sleep,  which  none  have  solved, 
aotwithstanding  the  laborious  idleness  of  their 
e0bfts,  images,  not  new  perhaps,  presented 
theaaselves  to  his  eyes,  bnt  sorely  arranged  in 
aoTel  and  fantastic  forms.     Neither  was  it 
nmembraiice  of  the  things  last  past  that  called 
Dp  the  visions  to  his  eyes;  he  saw  not  his 
adversary  lie  bleeding  on  the  grass;  he  saw 
net  the  drowning  hone,  the  sinking  girl ;  no 
fierce  engulfing  stream  rolled  before  bis  eyes ; 
DO  whirling  bark  bore  him  onwards  through 
the  darkness  of  the  night.  Yet  Agnes  was  with 
him  in  his  dreams.   Bright,  as  in  her  festival 
beaoty  she  bad  led  him  through  the  castle 
halls,  she  iiow  guided  him  through  gardens  of 
sweet  flowers,  stopping  here  and  there  to  plock 
them,  and  wind  them  into  coronets  for  his 
brow.  Then  came  another  form  across  them. 
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beautifal  but  fierce  like  a  joimg  tigress,  and 
aimed  a  dagger  at  bia  bear^  wbeu  WiUiaia 
Lovet  gr£^ped  her  baud  and  plunged  it  iu  her 
own  boaom. 

The  vision  passed  away,  more  profound 
deep  aacoeeded;  and  whan  Algernon  Gray 
woke  on  the  toiiowiog  monuDg,  the  earljr  light 
was  shining  through  the  uncurtained  windows 
of  tbe  room,  Hia  toilet  waa  nccawarily  brief; 
but  the  matutiual  pcasaiitrj  were  all  astir 
before  it  waa  finished.  A  anbatantial  bvaak* 
fast  was  soon  laid  out  for  him  and  hia  £fur 
companion )  and,  after  waiting  for  a  few  mo« 
ments,  he  sent  up  to  inquire  ii  she  were  ready. 
Agnes  had  been  long  up,  and  immediatelj 
joined  bim  in  tbe  ball,  vafireshed  with  aieep, 
though  soiiK^whut  pale  with  the  terrors  and  fa- 
tiguea  of  the  preoading  day.  AU  bar  ohewfiik* 
nesa  bad  returnedt  but  yet  it  ia  an  invariable 
law  of  human  nature  that  no  great  eraolioiia  oaa 
be  &lt  without  leaving  some  parmaaent  oAwt 
behind.  The  scenes  she  had  gone  through^ 
the  agitation  aha  had  felt  aven  tbm  fediagi  ahtf 
had  ejtperiwoad  while  wanduing  through  tbe 
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fieUs  at  mght  with  Algernon  Grey,  bad  made 

their  impression,  neTer  to  be  erased*  I  will 
not  attempt  to  look  into  her  heart,  tot  she* 
would  not  look  into  it  herself;  but  jet  there 
were  exteraal  signs  atid  indications,  which,  to 
mj  experienced  and  obeenring  eye,  would 
We  told  the  change.  There  was  a  deeper 
tone  in  her  manner;  there  waa  more  aonl  and 
^irit  in  her  look ;  there  was  a  tboughtful- 
nm  even  in  her  gayest  smile.  All  spoke  of 
die  heart,  and  of  newly-awakened  sensations 
tberein ;  and  it  seemed  to  Algernon  Grey,  as 
advanced,  and,  rainng  her  eyes  fiill  of  deep 
thankftilness  to  his  &ce,  placed  her  hand  in  his, 
that  flhe  had  now  all  which  had  been  pieviously 
wanting  to  render  her  beauty  well  nigh  divine. 

The  meal  paased  gaily  over;  tbey  spoke  of 
the  adventures  of  the  past  day  with  the  plea- 
mt  gcatnlatimi  of  dangera  ended.  They  spoke 
fif  Aeir  morning  ride  back  to  Heidelbeig  with 
the  sweet  anticipation  of  pleasure  to  come; 
nd,  wlien  bteak&at  waa  done,  they  moanted 
the  two  horses  which  had  been  procured  for 
them,  and,  with  a  yonth  on  a  third  to  bring 
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those  which  they  rode  back,  thej  set  out,  with 
die  bright  mormng  aan  ahwing  on  their  vmj. 
The  clouds  and  stonns  of  the  precediog  day 
ime  aU  disperaecl;  uaAt  in  one  boeom,  at  leeet^ 
vas  a  gay  and  cheerful  heart,  uobunkoed  with 
taticipatioiiB  of  e?il,  or  regret  for  aoy  act  m 
the  past.  As  they  rode  along  at  the  beat  pace 
trhidi  their  hoibea  could  commaud.  Agues 
powced  forth  to  her  compatiioa's  ear  all  her 
bright  and  sparkling  thoughts,  lighted  up  by 
that  purest  of  enjoy  ment^  which  the  expectatioii 
of  giiring  pleasure  to  others  affords  to  a  fine  sj^it. 
She  talked  of  the  joy  her  unde  would  (eel  in 
dasninff  her  in  hm  arma  acEain*  afit^  he  had 
thought  her  lost  for  ever;  of  the  calm,  but 
hardly  leas  heart&lt  salia&ctkA  of  the  PiiQeeaa 
Dowager  iu  seeing  her  once  more;  and,  al- 
though in  Axemen's  bosom  many  a  bitter 
painhd  thought  arose,  many  a  struggle,  when 
he  &ncied  that  the  last  honra  of  their  omnpa- 
nionship  were  passing  away  for  ever,  he  would 
not  suifer  any  appearance  of  his  own  gloom 

to  bring  a  duidow  oirer  her  young  happiness. 

Thus  £ed  the  time ;  till,  once  more  turning 
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•kiD^  the  course  of  the  Neckar,  the  town  find 
the  hilis^  and  the  laughing  valley,  and  the  proud 
eaitk,  appealed  before  dieir  eyes ;  and,  crosnng 
the  bridge,  and  threading  the  narrow  streets, 
thcjfaegm  to  ascend  the  hill.  For  one  moment 
they  paased  aa  they  went  up,  to  breathe  their 
iioiBes  and  to  gaze  over  the  scene ;  and  Agnes, 
before  they  piooeeded,  let  fall  her  rein,  and, 
clasping  her  hands,  exclaimed,  ^  I  never 
tbosght  to  eee  all  thk  again.'* 

Her  eyes  iPeie  nused  to  heaven  in  thankfbl- 
oess,  and  then  turned  with  a  momentary  glance 
la  Aigmon  Giey.  From  an  impobe  the  could 
not  resist,  she  held  out  her  iiaud  to  him,  saying, 
aa^ly,  Bat  for  jou — but  Sot  you  I " 

Hey  rode  on  moie  elowly,  and,  as  they 
entered  the  court*yard  of  the  castle,  Algernon 
Giey  said,  I  most  here  leave  yon,  dear  lady, 
I  believe;  but  be  assured,  that  tu  have  rendered 
joa  service  in  a  moment  of  peril  has  been  a 
hsppinesB  which  will  brighten  many  a  fbtnre 
hour.** 

'*Bat  yon  will  come  with  me  to  my  uncle?  ^ 

••pKed  Agnes,  with  a  start,  and  a  look  ahaost  of 
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alarm.  Oh,  come,  I  beseech  yoa ;  it  is  but 
fit  that  the  deliverer  of  his  child — of  one  that  he 
loves  as  his  child— shcmld  take  her  badt  to  his 
bosotn.    Oh,  come." 

If  it  will  give  yoa  (deasofe/*  replied  AJger^ 
non  Grey,  widi  a  iatnt  smile ;  for  he  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  to  linger  still  ioi  a  moment 
beside  her,  and  be  felt  himself  weak. 

At  the  farther  angle  of  the  court  there  were 
a  number  of  gentlemen  and  officers  collected 
together,  talking  in  the  morning  air ;  and,  when 
Agnes  and  her  companion  rode  up,  several  of 
them  sprang  forward  to  assist  her  in  dismount- 
ing ;  but  she  paused  till  Algernon  Grey  was  by 
her  8ide»  and  then  sufiSeied  him  to  lift  her  ixom 
her  horse.  Retoming  conrteoos,  but  brief 
answers  to  the  congratulations,  which  showed 
bow  much  anxiety  had  been  folt  for  her  fate 
daring  the  preceding  night,  she  looked  round 
to  hei  companion,  saying,  ^  Now  I  will  lead 
the  way  to  my  nnde.  I  know  be  would  never 
foigive  me,  if  I  did  not  bring  you  to  him  at 
once/' 

But»  at  that  moment*  a  tall,  elderly  man^ 
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dieawd  in  a  mUitaiy  garb>  adTanced  and  laid 
Iu8  hand  on  Algernon  Grey's  sbonlder,  saying, 

I  am  sorry  for  the  task,  sir,  but  I  am  com- 
iDinded  to  arrest  yon,  wherever  I  may  find  you» 
in  die  Elector  s  iiaine.  I  have  sought  for  you 
ailthioogh  the  town  this  morning.  Give  up 
JODT  swonL" 

Algernon  Grey  merely  smiled,  replying,  **  I 
hire  no  sword  to  give  up,  sir.  May  I  know  my 
oflfeoce?" 

^Tour  fatal  encounter  with  the  Baron  of 
Obemtrant,^  replied  the  old  officer;  bis  father 
last  night  formally  charged  you  with  the  murder 
cf  his  son ;  and  the  Elector  issued  instant  orders 
fiir  your  apprehenMon." 

Agnes  had  turned  deadly  pale ;  and  she  raised 
her  hand  to  her  bead»  and  thought  deeply  for  a 
moment. 

**  Where  is  the  Elector?"  she  exclainedi  at 
length;  I  mil  see  his  Highness  myselC— TIub 
gentleman  saved  my  life ;  he  rescued  me,  when 
sDotheiB  abandoned  me;  be  perilled  existence  a 

dozen  Limes  for  a  person  whom  he  hardly  knew 
<-HBidisthis  his  reward  t** 


**  iear  not,  dear  iady,^*  replied  Algemoii 
Gfey;  tim  canhsteno  Iwdwudto  aliide 
iDOonv«iiience,  but  nought  else.  I  met  the 
Baiou  of  ObemtnuU,  as  oue  iionourable  geotie- 
mau  meets  another,  when  called  by  him  to  the 
field;  I  met  him  without  provocation  oa  mj 
part)  without  anger  or  animodljy  in  ft  place  of 
his  own  chofwingyon  a  quarrel  of  hia  own  aeek- 
ing.  I  spared  him  as  long  as  I  could;  and, 
though  I  deeply  grieve  to  hear  that  he  k  deedj 
I  will  ever  maintain,  that  the  wuuud  I  gave 
him  waa  only  in  defence  of  my  own  life*'* 

''He  was  supposed  to  be  dying,  though  Mt 
dead,"  replied  the  old  officer,  "  when  the  news 
came  last  night.  This  momang  we  hem  mo 
intelligence." 

Where  is  the  £lecDor  ?"  asked  Agneai^ain; 

can  any  one  tell  me  where  I  shall  find  hina 

« He  was  in  the  Princess's  cabinet  a  tew 
minutes  age»  hk  lady/'  said  a  ycmng  yntin 
man,  stepping  forward ;     1  do  not  think  lie  lias 
come  forth  yet." 

With  a  qnidc  step,  a  finshed  cheek,  and  an 
eager  eye,  Agnes  hurried  away;  and,  at  the 
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atirift  moBient,  Ibe  old  officer  whispered  lo  a 
page  w  ho  glood  by :  "  Rua  aud  tell  old  Obem- 
liaat^  he  vmj  irait  a  mmi  or  two.**  He 
thea  turned  to  his  prisoner,  saying:  ^Ab  I 
know  Ml  whet  may  be  the  Eleotior's  pleMura^ 
m,  concermpg  you,  it  may  l^e  as  well,  that  Z 
should  take  you  to  his  presence  as  speedily  as 
poaaible.  We  caa  wait  fer  him  in  hia  andicooe 
lOOBiy  till  he  comes  forth  from  the  Priucesss 
apaitoaentp.   Have  the  goodnen  to  foUow  me." 

Thus  sayiugi  he  led  the  way  to  the  castle, 
up  the  eirin  and  llivougfa  a  gallery  above;  and 
tiien  apening  the  door « be  oondaeted  has  prisoner 
across  a  sort  of  waitiiig-ball^  which  displayed 

nmnereuB  doon  on  either  aide.  At  one  of  theae^ 

as  he  crossed,  Algernon  Grey  beheld  his  fair 
eoaipeninn  of  tiie  beibre,  atanding  witka 
pige  by  her  side.  Her  beautiful  head  was 
bent  down;  her  eyes  fixed  opon  the  gmund; 
and  ahe  moved  not  in  the  least,  though  the 
gouiid  of  steps  must  have  reached  her  ear. 
Hie  oU  ofioer  then  opened  a  door  on  tbe 
opposite  side ;  and  the  young  Englishman  fol- 
lowed into  a  small  room  contaxniog  bat  one 
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chair.  There  thcj  paused  for  about  ten  minutes^ 
left  entirely  aloae;  and,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  the  old  chamberlain,  who  had  so  im- 
tnUinglj  introdaced  Algernon  and  his  conain 
to  the  Elector^a  pmenoe  on  the  ni^t  of  the 
nineteenth  of  August,  passed  through  with  a 
hncried  step.  Aa  he  wen^  hia  brow  githeied 
into  a  heavy  frown ;  and  he  gknoed  at  Algernon 
Gtej,  with  his  teeth  set  and  his  fingen  clasped 
tight  upon  the  aheath  of  hia  swoid.  A  momeDt 
after  a  bustle  was  heard  without ;  and  the  door 
bdng  thrown  <^»en«  the  £lector  entered  with  a 
fltam  brow,  accompanied  by  several  of  hia 
officeiBy  and  followed  by  Agnes  Herbert  and  the 
diambejdain.  Without  noticing  in  any  mnnner 
the  joung  Englishman,  the  Prince  advanced 
towards  the  chair,  but  did  not  ait  down,  fgrni^ 
as  soon  aa  he  had  reached  It,  and  looking  ronnd. 

''May  it  please  your  Highness,"  said  the 
gentleman  who  stood  by  Algernon's  aide, 
have,  according  to  your  commands,  arrested 
Master  Algernon  Grey  here  present,  and  cnm 
yoor  tother  orders  conoeming  him.^ 

The  young  gentleman  took  a  step  ibrwaid 
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be6xe  ibe  Fnnce  could  rep^;  and  with  a  calm 
and  well-assured  countenance  demanded,  al- 
moat  banghtily,  for  what  oflfence  hia  liberty  bad 
been  abridged.  The  proud  spirit  of  the  free 
idaadery  the  source  of  so  much  that  is  good, 
and  alas,  too  often  the  source  ot  so  much  that 
is  disagreeable,  showed  itself  for  a  moment  in 
luB  tone  and  manner,  though  he  took  care  to 
use  all  courtly  terms  and  titles  of  reverence, 
and  in  the  end  aofkening  hia  lofty  bearing, 
professed  himself  ever  willing  to  abide  by  the 
lam  of  the  land  in  which  he  aojoonied,  adding, 
<<But  knowing  my  innocence  of  all  oiience,  I 
claim  £dr  and  equal  justice,  and  a  full  inquiry, 
ene  I  am  poniahed  in  any  shape." 

Justice  and  fair  inquiry  you  shall  have,  sir 
fcar  not,*'  answered  the  Elector,  somewhat 
o&nded  by  his  bold  tone.  ''It  is  fortuuate 
that  we  have  been  in  England,  and  know  that 
noblemen  of  that  countiy  ftncy  themselves 
equal  to  the  priiices  of  other  lands,  or  we 
m^t  think  yonr  bearing  somewhat  strange. — 
My  lord  of  Obemtraut,  you  laid  a  charge 
agMiut  tfaia  gentleman  yesterday  late  at  night 
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most  serkm  cbaigo.  We  had  not  at  tbni 
hoar  time  to  inqoin  &Uy ;  bot  inll  nonr  Imt 

jou  further.** 

^  I  chaiged  htm,  joar  Highnaa,  ^lidi  <l» 
murder  of  my  son/'  exclaimed  the  old  cham- 
lieriam,  oomkig  forwaid,  tiw  oool  iklibcMit 
nntder  of  my  only  ddld.*' 

What  is  he  dead,  then  ?^  inquired  the  £itec- 
UXf  ^th  B  look  of  Blm  gnet 

•*  Not  yet,  sir,^  replied  the  other,  "  but  he  is 
^fing.  I  sttwhiiiiaa  lioiir  ago— 4DS¥o&wcoidd 
be  baldly  beaid^bis  eyes  imte  ftded  end  dol, 
and  iiis  strong  limbSy  which  baye  so  often  serred 
the  state,  ware  feeble  «b  an  infiuit^;  but  tfaja 
man,  I  saj — this  stranger  who  comes  here,  it 
.mi^  be  as  a  spy  into  your  ooorty  w&tkm  a 
QMRol  with  one  of  yoor  best  ssivantSi  IsBee 
him  at  nightfall  into  a  remote  place,  and  tiiec% 
having  left  iJie  two  p^ges  behind  ihat  na  a^ 
may  see,  slays  a  man,  who,  as  we  all  know,  in 
iair  honest        and  deeds  of  anaa^  had  no 
supspof  scaree»  indeed,  an  eqosL    It  ia  «f 
this  I  charge  him,  yoor  Highness — it »  for  this 
I  demand  his  pwnishineni>  Jostioe  I  will  hm 
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words,  which  he  can  well  use,  he  shuuld  escape 
die  arm  of  kw,  kc  him  look  well  to  bimeel^  finr 
I  and  Bime  wiU  cio  oiU8el?e8  light  at  last." 


1 

1 

'mjfme  a  good  oaoae  by  aiich  lash  thraat8w~ 

What  would  you,  lady  ?  I  am  glad  to  sec  you 
iafe* — I  nill  apeak  with  yoo  pnfleally*— Thk 
is  no  scene  for  you.** 

FmAaa,  your  Highnea^"  aoaweied  Agaa^ 
with  the  bold  bearing  of  atroDgly  roused  ieel- 
iogs;  ^'U  is  %  aoene  id  which  I  mmt  bear  a 
pari  whether  I  will  or  not»  Lasteii  to  me  ior 
a  moiQCQt.  To  this  noble  gentleman  I  owe 
my  Ufo,  and  I  moat  laiae  my  ^mioe  againat  hia 
enemies.  As  I  iollowed  your  royal  lady  here 
Jaal  night,  my  hone,  fiightened  at  some  obfeot 
in  the  wood,  plunged  o?er  the  bank  into  a 
lemnt  againat  which  no  living  thing  cooU 
flrryigglA-  He  penahed  theiOt  poor  beaat  I  Your 
ilighncss's  servants  ww  it.   They  can  tell  you 

I  have  heard,  I  have  heard,''  answered 

Fredericy  bowing  hia  head* 
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AU  abandoaed  me,''  continiied  AgneSi^ 
Your  followers — some  of  tbcm  stout  soldiers — 
the  gentleman  who  rode  by  my.  side,  those 
who  went  before  and  the^  who  followed — not 
one  would  yentofe  on  that  frightful  stream  to 
aid  a  drowning  girl^  when  this  noble  man^ 
almost  a  stranger,  in  a  frail  bark,  not  stronger 
than  a  toy,  which  sank  ere  we  reached  land, 
came,  found,  and  saved  me.  Many  a  tiiuc 
that  night  he  perilled  life  for  me— for  one 
witiiout  a  claim  upon  his  goodness.  Ay,  at  the 
very  moment  when  this  old  lord  declares  he 
had  just  committed  cool  deliberate  murder, 
he  risked  life,  and  all  life  gives,  on  the  first 
generous  impulse  of  his  heart.  Is  this  likelyt 
noble  prince  ? — ^Is  this  possible  ?  Ob,  no  1  the 
same  high  heart  that  bade  him  venture  on  that 
dark  stream,  at  the  scream  of  a  dying  girl,  be 
you  sure  has  ruled  his  actions  whatever  they 
were,  in  his  dealing  with  a  proud  adversary. 
Believe  it  not,  believe  it  not!  or  else  believe 
that  honour  is  a  name,  truth  fidsehood,  and 
noble  self-devotion  but  a  murderer  in  dis- 
guise.'* 
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She  spoke  eageiij,  vchcincutlj,  and  her 
beaatifiil  coantenance,  lighted  op  with  the 
loubed  energies  of  her  beait^  beamed  like 
that  of  some  reproving' angel,  till  in  the  end 
the  emotioas  that  she  felt  overpowered  her, 
and  the  light  went  oat  in  tears* 

"Mj  lord  and  prince  I"  cried  the  old  lord 
of  Obemtraut,  his  bitter  rage  taking  the  form 
of  scorn  under  the  restraint^  aoch  as  it  wa£^  of 
a  formal  sense  of  courtesj  towards  a  woman. 
« It  is  easjr  to  ondezatand  and  to  forgive  a  lady 
pleading  for  her  lover.  But  let  us  have  done 
with  anch  trash  now.  Love  tales  are  not  fer 
such  occasions  T 

**  Sir,  you  imply,  if  you  do  not  assert,  a 
fidfiehood/'  said  Algernon  Greji  sternly ;  the 
very  name  of  love  has  never  been  mentioned 
between  this  lady  and  rayseE  When  I  pushed 
off  the  skitf  to  save  her,  I  saw  not  even  who 
she  was.  Bnt  I  will  beseech  you^  dear  lady^  to 
leave  us.  In  the  justice  of  this  noble  prince  I 
win  folly  rely,  and,  by  staying,  you  ouly  expose 
yomself  to  wrong  constructions  from  the  foiy  of 
a  rude  old  man.** 


SOS 


The  lord  of  Oberntrant  hid  hb  hand  upon 
his  svmd,  and  partly  drew  it ;  but  one  of  the 

attendants  held  bis  arm,  whispering  a  caution 
in  his  ear;  and  Agnes  replied,  I  go  then,  but 
onl^  to  call  a  better  voice  than  mine  to  advo- 
'  cate  the  same  caose.^ 

«JKow,  Master  Algernon  Grey,*'  said  the 
Elector^  "  what  have  you  to  say  to  this  eharge 
broDght  against  yon  ?  Speak,  if  yon  wiU;  but 
if  jou  do,  I  need  uut,  I  think,  remind  you  that 
the  truth  is  ever  best,  and  in  this  case  more 
especially,  as  it  must  undergo  full  inquiry  befora 
jndges  who  will  not  be  deceived.* 

^<It  is  my  habit,  sir,  to  speak  the  truth,'* 
answered  the  young  Englishman ;  and  if  the 
Baron  of  Oberntrant  be  still  living,  I  require 
tliat  his  statement  be  taken  from  his  own  lips. 
He  is  a  brave  and  noble  gentleman,  and  wiH 
not  belie  even  an  adversary.  Let  bii>  state* 
ment  be  compared  with  mine,  and  they  will  be 
£ound  to  tally,  I  am  sure.  I  declare  then,  in 
this  presence,  that  he  fixed  a  quarrel  on  me  for 
I  know  not  what :  that  he  himself  led  me  to 
the  spot,  made  all  the  arrangements,  attacked 
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me  fiiB^  I  passively  panying  his  thrusts  till 
tbe  imt  moment,  and  llien  only  longed  in  sdfr 
ddfcnco.  He  wiU  tell  you»  too^  that  I  did  all 
in  man's  power  to  stsnndi  the  Uood  and 
give  him  help;  and  I  should  have  returned 
to  remain  with  him,  after  having  sent  my 
page  6r  mdy  had  not  that  lady^  cries  called 
me  to  another  task,  and  tlic  swollen  Neckar 
heme  ne  both  fiur  away.  Let  his  own  boy 
be  asked  if  he  did  not  hear  him  give  me 
diffeedotts  on  the  road  be  followed,  inrite  me 
to  dismount,  and  lead  the  way  himself.  This 
is  my  simple  tale,  and,  unless  a  gentleman 
and  a  aiddier  may  without  shame  refine  sodi 
invitations,  I  have  dune  no  wrong  in  yielding  to 

**In  this  land,  sir,"  answered  the  Elector, 
sleinfy,  '^a  gentknan  and  a  soldier  not  only 
may  without  shame,  but  must»  refuse  such  in- 
vitations ;  for,  by  my  own  law^  now  of  80OM 
toar  jtmf  date^  all  such  encooaten  are  pvc^ 
hibitcd  most  strictly." 

««Then  his  be  tbe  blame,**  replied  Algeinon 
Grey,  ^^for  leading  a  stranger  unacquainted 
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with  the  law  your  Highaefls  names,  to  TioUite 
it  Gladly  would  I  have  avoided  that  which  I 
peraonally  do  not  approve*  bat  which  habit  not 
only  sanctions  but  requires.*' 

«  My  noble  prince^  this  tale  must  be  fidae,'' 
exclaimed  the  old  lord  of  Obenitnut ;  you 
know  my  son  right  well,  and  that  he  is  not  one 
nshly  to  violate  your  Higbness's  laws." 

i^rederic  smiled ;  and,  notwiihstandiog  the 
sad  importance  of  the  occasiont  a  light  mnnninv 
somewhat  like  a  laugh,  ran  roand  the  oomt, 
to  hear  so  peaceable  a  character  given  to  the 
young  bsiDtt.  Bat  the  Elector  immediatdy 
exclaimed,  ^'  Silence,  genllemen.  This  is  ua- 
beconungl  I  am  soxry»  ai,  to  show  severity 
to  any  one  of  yonr  land/*  be  continued,  speaking 
to  Algernon  Grey ;  "  but,  at  all  events,  till  yoar 
adveisaiy's  state  is  better  known,  and  till  we 
are  sure  wiiat  the  termination  will  be,  you  uiu^t 
endure  confinement  as  best  you  may;  I  wiU 
myself  inquire  of  those  who  have  tended  his 
wounds,  whether  they  are  mortal  or  not»  and^ 
when  tbey  shall  judge  it  necessary,  will  eanae 
his  own  account  to  be  taken  from  Lis  lips. 
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Fear  not :  you  shall  have  justice ;  but  at  present 
you  must  retire.  My  good  lord  of  Helmstadt^ 
will  you  see  him  conveyed  to  the  great  tower, 
near  the  English  building.  Let  him  have  the 
vacant  rooms  ox^  the  third  iioor ;  and  I  will 
afterwards  pot  him  in  ward  of  some  infisrior 
officer/' 

"Ix>ok  that  you  hold  him  safe.  Helms  lad  t 
exclaimed  the  old  lord  of  Obemtraut;  **£oit  I 
call  Heaven  to  witness  that  i  will  require  blood 
ftr  my  son's  blood,  if  not  bam  him,  from  those 
who  hold  him.'' 

Silence,  sir !"  said  the  Hector,  ^*  and  quit 
my  pmsmce  f  and  waving  his  hand,  as  signal 
to  the  lord  of  Helmstadt,  then  chief  marshal, 
to  cenoTS  his  prisoner,  the  £kotor  turned  to 
the  Chancellor,  Christopher  of  the  Green,  by 
Wegenberg,  and  spoke  to  him  for  several 
minnteSi  ia  a  low  tone. 
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In  the  large  round  room  I  have  described  in  a 
fenner  eliiqpter»  with  its  coluiiiii  in  the  midst* 
decked  ont  with  arms  and  bannen,  just  as  it  had 
appeared  when  Algernon  Grej  first  saw  it,  sat 
Colonel  Heifoerty  the  English  Knight  as  he  was 
called  at  the  castle,  at  the  same  liour  when  his 
visitor  was  brought  before  the  Elector. on  the 
charge  of  nrarder.*  His  bfow  was  gim  and 
thoughtful ;  his  eyes  bent  down,  as  if  he  were 
considering  some  subject  deeply.  Nevertheleai^ 
it  mnst  be  said  that  his  mind  was  not  affected 
bj  aoj  immediate  apprehensions  for  his  nieoe^ 
though  he  was  not  yet  aware  of  her  vstum  to  the 
castle ;  bnt  Algernon  Grej's  message  of  the 
night  before  had  reached  him  doly^  ahowing  diai 
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she  had  been  rescued  from  the  great  peril  which 

she  had  encoanteied. 

The  first  news  of  the  preceding  evening  bad 

represented  her  as  lost  to  him  fer  ever.  When 

her  horse  bad  plunged  over^  the  greater  part  of 

the  train  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  had,  as  I  have 

diowDygallaped  quickly  forward.  William  Lovet 

had  followed  immediately  after  the  accident;  and 

die  small  party  of  servants  and  attendants*  whom 

Agnes  and  the  Englishman  preceded,  saw  the 

soddent  as  well  as  he  did;  bat  not  one  of  them 

▼entored  to  make  an  effort  for  the  lady's  deli- 

Tcrance.    All  that  thejr  thought  fit  to  do,  was  to 

hmry  on  as  quickly  as  possible^  and  to  inform 

flie  Elector  of  what  had  occurred,  very  naturally 

beBeving  the  case  to  be  a  hopeless  one,  and  the 

lady  lost  beyond  recovery.   1?  rederic,  lor  he  was 

in  truth  a  kind-hearted  and  an  amiable  prince, 

at  once  stopped  the  cavalcade,  and  eagerly 

consulted  with  those  around  him  what  was  to  be 

done.  But  all  agreed,  that  long  ere  assistance 

could  be  rendered^  the  lady  must  have  perishedi 

10  that  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  aught  for  her 

dehvmnce.   Elizabeth  of  England,  though  not 

X  2 
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more  hopeful  than  the  rest,  uiged  immediate 
search,  or  exertion  in  some  waj ;  but  her  voice 
WM  OTemded  by  those  who  felt  that  no  exertion 
could  be  succeasfiil ;  and  one  old  man  even 
ventured  to  say, — It  is  all  in  vain.  The 
Neckar  will  haye  ita  duee ;  a  oertain  number  axe 
drowned  in  it  every  year;  and  if  it  had  not 
taken  thia  one,  it  wodd  have  taken  another.^' 

In  deep^  stem,  solemn  bitterness  of  heart; 
with  that  feeling  of  despair  which  nothing  can 
produce  but  the  loss  of  the  only  one  truly  and 
entirely  beloved.  Colonel  Herbert  had  passed  the 
honn  from  the  moment  that  the  fiist  news  had 
been  communicated  to  him  till  he  heard  a  hurried 
feot  ascending  the  stairs  of  the  tower ;  and  then 
he  started  up  and  gazed  towards  the  door.  He 
had  not  wept — his  was  too  stern  and  powerful  a 
nature  for  tean;  but;,  concentrated  in  the  heart's 
deepest  recesses,  the  feelings  which  in  other  per- 
sons so  often  melt  away  like  spring  thunder- 
clouds in  ftUing  drops^  burned  and  seared,  till 
aU  seemed  desolate  as  a  desert 

They  have  found  the  body,''  he  said  to 
himseii^  when  he  heard  the  step;  but  his  servant 
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X8II  in  with  a  face  of  joy,  exclaiming,  Tiie 
lady  is  saved,  Sir  Henry,  the  lady  is  saved; 
hete  a  peasant  lias  come  from  the  country  to 
bear  the  news  to  the  castle.^ 

^  Whete  is  he?*'  ezcUamed  Herbert; bring 
him  hither— qoick ! 

"  Alas !  bir,"  cried  the  man;  the  hall-porter 
has  let  him  go,** 

Herbert  seized  him  by  both  the  haud^,  and 
gazed  earnestly  in  his  face, — •*  Are  you  lying?* 
he  exclaimed;    Are  you  lying?'* 

*  Mo^  Sir  Henry,  I  would  not  lie  for  the 
world— on  sach  a  matter  as  this,''  the  servant 
answered.  The  hall-porter  sent  his  boy ;  and 
before  I  would  bear  yon  the  news  I  went  np  to 
inquire;  but  there  I  found  it  was  beyond  all 
doubt.  The  man  had  come  on  foot  three  or 
four  leagues  from  a  Tillage  down  the  river ;  and 
die  gentleman,  who  saved  the  lady,  had  given 
ikim  two  gold  pieces  to  bear  the  tidings.  He 
iancied  himself  as  rich  as  a  prince,  the  porter 
said;  and  had  gone  to  get  himself  drink  in  the 
town.'* 

M Enough,  enough    answered  Herbert;  '^s 
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man  wouid  not  give  gold  to  spread  such  a 
lepon  £ilaeij«  Leave  mel"  «Dd»  seadog  him- 
self  at  his  table  again,  he  lemained  in  deep 
thought,  without  one  exclamation  of  joy,  with 
Bcaicely  the  movement  of  a  miiade»  till  the 

castle  clock  struck  two ;  aud  then,  retiriog 
into  hia  bedroom,  he  laid  himself  down  and 
slept  profoondlj.  When  he  me  on  the  Ibl- 
lowiog  mommg,  a  new  train  of  somewhat 
anxious  thoughts  took  possesnon  of  him. 

Who  was  it  that  had  saved  his  Agnes  ?**  he 
asked  himself  '^Who  was  it  that  had  borne 
her  company  through  the  past  long  night? 
Was  it  one  who  could  be  tnibted?  One  who 
would  respect  the  fniiity  of  her  mind  and 
heart»  and  guard  her  like  a  child  from  ail  that 
would  sullj  as  well  as  injure  1 " 

He  was  still  busy  with  these  ftncieSy  when 
his  ear  caught  a  light  step  on  the  stair;  he 
knew  it  well ;  and^  startmg  up,  threw  wide  the 
door.  In  an  instant  Agnes  was  in  his  armg^ 
and  a  few  moments  were  given  up  to  joy*and 
gratulation.  But  the  lady  soon  turned  to  a 
differeiiL  theme.    "I  will  tell  you  ail  hexe^ 
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after »"  sbe  said;  ^'but  at  present  you  mint 

come  to  the  Elector  lo  plead  for  aad  deieud 

the  aaifioor  of  your  Agnee;"  apd  with  rapid  and 

eager  words  she  gave  a  clear  brief  account  of 
all  that  had  taken  place  since  her  anival  at  the 

castle* 

Herbert  gaaed  upon  her  glowing  coun- 
tenaoce,  as  she  spoke^  with  a  thoughtful  aad 
inquiring  look,  and  then  said  in  a  low  voice  : 

bo  it  wad  this  Englishman,  then,  was  it?" 

**  Yes,"  exclaimed  Agues,  eagerly  ;  all 
others  abandoned  me;  even  his  own  cousin, 
who  had  been  riding  hy  my  side,  spurred  on 
and  left  me.  But  for  him,  I  must  inevitably 
have  perisiied.'* 

^  And  he  fought  Obemtrout,  too,"  continued 
Herbert,  in  the  same  tone,  ^*  and  vanquished 
hiiii, — that  were  no  easy  task.  But  I  knew 
what  would  take  place  between  those  two — I 
saw  it;  but  deceived  myself  as  to  the  time, 
else  I  would  have  stopped  iu^ 

Nay,  come,"  said  Agnes,  laying  her  band 
upon  hb  arm ;  if  you  come  not  speedily  they 
will  have  sent  him  to  prison." 
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"  Stay  awhile,  ni  j  child,"  answered  Herbert* 
So  thifl  young  man  was  kind  to  yon 
"  Most  kind,**  replied  Agnes,  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  her  uncle's  manner:  ^* nothing  that 
,  could  be  done  to  make  me  comfortable  was 
left  undone  by  him** 

^  He  has  seen  much  of  the  world — been  in 
courts,  and  camps,  and  corrupt  foreign  lands," 
said  Herbert,  musmg.  Where  slept  he  at  the 
place  of  your  last  night's  rest?'* 
^  In  the  hall  below,*  answered  Agn^. 
'^And  doubtless,  by  the  way^  he  cheered 
and  comforted  you  ? contiaued  her  uncle. 

With  the  kindest  courtesy,"  replied  the 
lady. 

«  And  with  tales  of  love?"  said  Herbert 
*^  Not  one  word,"  cried  Agnes,  with  the  warm 
blood  mounting  into  her  cheek;  nought  that 
could  be  so  construed  for  an  instant  What  is 
it  that  you  seek  to  know  ?  "  i^he  added,  pressing 
her  hand  upon  his  arm,  and  looking  full  into 
his  face.  ^'  Why  do  you  speak  so  strangely  ? 
I  haye  nought  to  tell — not  a  syllable  to 
say  that  your  ear  would  not  be  well  pleased 
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to  feoeiye.    If  jm  seek  to  know  how  mj 

deliverer  treated  me — ^it  was  as  a  kind  and 
gentle  brother  towards  a  sister  just  saved  from 
danger, — somewhat  colder,  perhaps;  than  a 
brother  might  have  been,  but  btili  as  tender,  as 
consideiBte,  as  feeling;  He  aided,  supported, 
cheered,  strengthened  me,  with  more  reve- 
rence than  was  needed,  perhaps;  but  yet  I 
thanked  him  for  it,  for  it  set  me  at  my  ease ; 
and  through  those  long  hours  I  walked,  hanging 
on  his  arm  as  if  it  had  been  yoor  own,  with  the 
same  confide nce  and  trust,  and  to  the  end  was 
not  deceived ;  fer  not  one  word,  nor  act— and  I 
am  sure  I  may  say  thought  also— was  there 
whkh  could  give  me  even  a  moment's  pain* — 
Surely  you  do  not  doubt  your  Agues  ?  '* 

**  No,  no,  my  child,'*  cried  Herbert,  throwing 
Us  arms  round  her;  I  wished  but  to  be  sure 
that  this  young  man  was  what  I  thought  him. 

Now  let  ns  go,  I  am  ready  to  plead  his 
cause  for  you,  and  I  trust  I  shall  not  plead  it 
vainly.  I  saw  the  diallenge  given,  and  though 
I  was  not  near  enough  to  hear  the  words,  feel 
sure  that  it  came  from  Obemtraut*  Come^ 
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Agnes,"  and,  with  iLe  lady  leaning  on  his  arm, 
he  miked  quickly  from  his  own  tower  to  thet 
part  of  the  castle  iivhere  the  apartments  of 
Frederic  and  Elisabeth  were  flkuated*  He 
was  there  informed  that  the  Elector  was  still 
in  the  small  hallj  as  it  was  called;  and,  hurry- 
ing thither^  he  threw  open  the  door.  The 
figure  which  his  eye  first  sought  did  not  appear; 
fiir  Algernon  Grey  had  already  been  removed. 
But  the  Elector  was  still  standing  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  room,  conversing  with  the  gentle- 
men around  him;  and  Herbert  advanced  at 
once  towards  the  Prince,  bowing  low  as  he 
approached. 

"Ah,  Herbert,  is  that  you?"  exclaimed 
Frederic,  when  he  saw  him ;  I  wish  to  i^eak 
with  you  a  moment  alone. — Gentlemen,  I 
need  not  detain  you  longer.  Stay  you, 
fiiir  lady :  I  have  counsel  lor  your  ear 
also/' 

At  the  hint  thus  given,  the  room  was  in- 
stantly cleared  of  all  persons  but  the  Prince, 
the  English  officer,  and  his  niece;  and,. as 
soon  as  the  door  was  closed,  Frederic  ex- 
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dauueti:  '^Wbat  is  it^  Herbert?  there  seems 
in  tmgry  spot  upon  your  brow*  The  affiur  of 
this  joang  nobleman,  I  will  warrant  Well, 
that  will  be  easily  explained." 

**Yoti  mistake  me,  noble  Prince/'  answered 
Herbert;  ''I  maj  be  deeplj  grieved  to  find 
lint  a  noble  gentleman,  who  has  not  only  just 
Mved  this  dear  child's  life  at  the  hazard  of  his 
oim,  but  tfaion^  a  long  night,  when  she  had 
no  oBe  else  to  protect  her,  has  treated  her  with 
tiiat  mingled  respect  and  courtesy — that  ten- 
derness, onited  with  meience,  which  none 
but  the  noble  heart  can  feel  or  show — should 
Ittfe  fillen  under  your  indignation ;  bat  anger, 
00  my  part,  towaids  the  Frinee  I  serve,  is  out 
ot  the  question/' 

^Ton  have  heard  the  canse?"  said  Frederic, 
interrupting  him ;  this  sad  duel  with  young 
Obemtnuit**' 

''Oh,  yes,  your  Highness,  I  know  all  that,** 
replied  Herbert ;  I  saw  Obemtiaut  seek  the 
^ittiel^  and  give  the  challenge.'' 

"Then  jou  are  i>ure  it  came  Iroui  liim?** 
ioqaiffed  Frederic 
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''I heard  not  the  words  which  were  spoken, 
flir,'' aoiwered  Heribert;  ''hot  there  are  looks 
and  gestures  as  good  as  ativ  words,  aud  from 
them  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  chaUeoge  came 
from  him,  who  has  &llen,  it  seems.  Besides, 
it  was  he  who  stopped  my  young  friend,  calling 
him  ftom  my  sSde,  and,  as  ha  did  so,  I  maihed 
the  frowning  bruw  and  iiashing  eye — the  lip 
that  qnt^eied  with  aoom  and  anger,  and  the 
Smpatieiit  gestm»  of  the  hand.  It  most  have 
bem  hard  to  bear  that  demeanooY  of  his,  and 
yet  the  othez^s  was  calm  and  grave^  aa  if  resist* 
ing  passion  rather  than  yielding  to  iL  Let  the 
matter  be  inquired  into^  my  Pniiee ;  and  if  it 
be  as  I  say,  surely  yon  will  not  Tisit  the  fiuilta 
of  Oberntraut  on  the  head  of  Master  Greyt 
even  by  imprisonment.'* 

For  his  own  safety,  Herbert,"  replied  the 
Pxince»  patting  his  hand  upon  his  ann^  *^he 
moat  endore  oonfinement  ftr  a  while.  Jf  this 
young  lord  recovers  we  can  easily  settle  all 
dififerenees  between  diem,  and  qidet  down  the 
old  man's  rash  heat ;  but  if  he  dies,  you  know 
old  Obemtrauty  and  are  well  aware  he  woold- 
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move  iieaven  and  earthy  aud  lake  aoj  mcaQS, 

lawfiil  or  unlawful,  for  revenge.  In  that 
case,  we  must  get  this  jouog  gentleman  out 
of  &e  PalatinaCe  as  aecretiy  as  may  be.  In 
die  mean  dme,  however,  he  most  be  a 
prisoner;  for  a  chanoe-meeting  between  him 
and  the  old  man  might  be  £iUal  to  one  or 
botli.** 

^  I  truat  your  Highneaa  will  take  care  then," 

answered  Herbert,  that  ail  shall  be  done  to 
make  his  imprisonment  light.** 

**  As  light  as  may  be,''  replied  the  Prince* 
^  I  have  been  forced  to  put  on  a  stem  &ce, 
and  oae  hanh  wofds,  in  order  to  satiafy  my 
court  that  I  show  no  unjust  favour  to  one  of 
my  fidr  lady's  oonntiymen ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  X  never  dreamt  of  dealing  hardlj  with  him, 
and  I  was  bat  even  now  thinking  of  giving  him 
into  your  custody,  my  good  hriend*  Then  you 
can  attend  to  all  his  wants  and  wish^^ — ^but 
yon  must  be  responsible  to  me  for  his  safe 
custody,  and  you  shall  swear,  upon  your 
honoiir,  that  by  no  indulgence  you  grant  him, 
•hall  he  be  seen  beyond  the  walls  of  his  present 
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prison  at  any  time  when  old  Obemtnuit  is 

within  the  castle-gaLes." 
'71 «  Then  the  joath  must  be  mewed  up  al» 
together,"  answered  Herbert,  "  unless  we  bring 
him  out  to  walk  at  night,  for  that  fierce  old 
wolf  is  here  £rom  sunrise  rill  evening  close.** 

**AU  that  you  must  arrange  as  you.  can,* 

answered  the  Prince.  "  I  would  not,  for  half 
my  donunionSy  have  those  two  meet  But 

will  you  accept  the  custody,  and  give  the 
promise?  for  I  must  now  go.^ 

"Well,  well,  since  it  may  be  no  better,* 
rejoined  the  English  officer,  bluntly,  I  must 
even  take  what  your  Kghness  is  pleased  to 
grant:  I  give  you  my  honour  then,  sir,  to 
observe  the  orders  yon  have  given,  but  I  must 
have  a  soldier  or  two  to  keep  guard,  for  we 
cannot  prevent  him,  I  suppose,  from  seeing  his 
fiiends." 

«« During  the  day,"  answered  Frederic^ 
"  but  not  after  nightfiill.  Yon  can  take  « 
guard  if  you  think  it  necessary.  Come  to  me 
in  half  an  hour  and  you  shall  have  an  order 
for  his  custody.    We  must  hear  the  tale  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


319 


your  stnnge  adrentam*  fiur  lady,  at  some 
other  time, — for  the  present,  fare-you-well!'* 

Thus  saying,  the  Prince  quitted  the  room 
by  tlie  door  on  his  right  side;  aad^  drawing 
Agnes's  arm  through  his,  Herbert  returned 
towards  his  own  lodg^o^  saying:  You  shall 
be  his  little  gaoler,  Agnes ;  and,  as  he  has  dealt 
nobly  and  truly  by  you,  so  you  shall  repay  his 
serf  ices  by  kind  services  in  return." 
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fir  a  lan^e  and  stately  chamber  of  one  of  ihe 

Mcx  parts  oi*  the  castie  at  Heidelberg  sat  a 
iadj  of  the  middle  age»  about  half  aa  hoar 
after  AJgernoii  Grey  had  been  removed  from 
the  presence  of  the  Elector.  The  room  was 
a  ioog  parallelogram,  tapestried  all  round  with 
ncUj  worked  haogiog^  representing,  in  glow- 
ing colours  and  aomewhat  warm  designs,  the 
0f  V^ertuiUD^is  and  Pomona.  Few  speci- 
mens of  tYiat  Ttox^  abandoned  branch  of  needle 
work  eoiiid  compete  with  those  which  were 

The  flowers  and  the  fruit 
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seemed  to  stand  out  from  the  background  ;  the 
rich  clusters  of  the  grape  and  apple,  the  leaves 
of  the  trees,  and  the  very  birds  upon  the 
branches,  all  seemed  to  project  into  the  cham- 
ber, and  gave  it  the  air  of  an  arbour :  wliile 
the  forms  of  the  garden  goddess  and  her 
changeful  lover  were  displayed  with  a  truth 
and  energy  which,  though  not  all  offensive  to 
the  less  delicate  eyes  of  those  days,  would  be 
judged  rather  indecorous  in  our  own.  This 
fine  suite  of  tapestry  had  not  been  treated  with 
much  reverence  by  the  hands  that  hung  it  up; 
for  over  each  door,  and  there  were  three  in  the 
walls,  a  piece  of  the  same  size  had  been  cut  out 
and  bordered  with  gilt  leather — much  to  the 
inconvenience  of  the  legs  of  Vertumnus  in  one 
instance,  and  to  the  waist  and  arms  of  Pomona 
in  another — for  the  purpose  of  nailing  the  slips 
so  detached  to  the  door,  the  oj>ening  and  clos- 
ing of  which  were  thus  greatly  facilitated.  The 
ceiling  above  was  of  dark  oak,  richly  wrought 
in  pentagons,  which,  rising  one  above  the 
other,  diminishing  as  they  came  forward  and 
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ending  with  a  ipot  of  gold  in  tho  centre,  took 

tile  shape  of  stars  to  the  e^e  below,  before  it 
had  time  to  trace  out  the  elaborate  workman* 
ahip;  and  from  the  central  pentagon  hmg  a 
Luge  rich  gilt  lustre  of  twelve  lights.  Chairs 
covened  with  orimaon  velvett  tablea  with  spiral 
leg»  and  inlaid  tops^  a  small  mossy  caq>et  fur 
die  feel  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  a  lule, 
a  of  books,  amongat  which  were  ae? e- 

ral  huge  folios,  and  a  quantity  of  very  iine  rare 
peitelain,  made  up  the  fiimitnre  of  the  cham- 
her^  whichy  though  the  light  waa  by  no  means 
strong,  evea  on  a  summer  muroing,  had  au  air 
of  comfisct  and  calm  state  about  it,  which  was 
fl^«"Wfft  and  impressive  to  the  eye. 

There  is  a  general  harmony  in  all  things, 
which  we  seldom  see  violated— or  rather,  per«> 
hapi^  I  should  say,  things  naturally  £all  into 
harmony,  and  are  never  long  in  adiq)ting  them- 
selvea  hannoniously  to  each  other*  The  man 
and  his  dress,  the  room  and  its  tenant,  thu 
duieh  and  the  woaahip  there  celebrated,  have 
ail  thaar  pecnliar  fitness  to  each  other  i  and  so 
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it  was  in  this  instance ;  fur  tbe  lady,  who  was 
there  seated,  was  ejLoctl}*  what  one  would  have 
expected  to  find  in  that  place.  She  was  a 
woman  of  a  grave  and  thoughtful  aspecti  teia^ 
pcred  by  a  kindly  look  about  the  mouth, 
though  the  brow  was  firm  and  thoughtful,  and 
tbe  eyes  clear  and  very  bright.  The  lighloess 
of  youtli  was  gone;  and,  if  she  could  not  ex- 
actly be  called  gracefid,  she  was  dignified;  and 
yet  there  was  the  ease  of  high  birth  and  high 
education,  which  is  in  itself  a  kind  of  grace, 
and  the  dignified  carriage  was  softened  by  an 
occasional  touch  of  homeliness  of  manner  the 
most  remote  from  vulgarity  or  coarseness.  She 
was  \BTgt  in  person,  though  not  very  tall ;  and 
the  fine  cutting  of  the  mouth,  the  dimpled 
chin,  and  the  small,  though  somewhat  aquiUn^ 
nose,  displayed  some  pretensions  still  to  that 
beautj,  which  couitieis  had  celebrated  in  her 
younger  days.  Her  dress  was  very  pecnliafy 
consisting  of  a  gown  of  black  velvet,  covered 
down  tbe  fintmt  and  on  tbe  aims  with  etui 
broidery  of  the  same  sombre  colour;  and,  from 
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the  neck  to  the  boBonii  she  ware  a  tucker  of 

tMQ  most  magaificeat  white  lace.  Above  ihis, 
XPiaoA  the  neck,  was  a  laige  frill  of  plain  while 
Buidin;  while  springing  from  the  shouhkn 

was  a  sort  of  black  silk  wimple  or  bood^  much 
in  the  form  of  a  coekle-ehell,  8ti£Fened  with 
vhalebone,  and  ready  to  receive  the  head  and 

neck,  ruff  aiitl  all.     Tiie  coif  cousibtcd  of  a 

p'leee  of  black  velvet  trimmed  round  with  laee, 

fitttened  to  the  hair  beluod,  and  brought  over 
the  head  in  a  peak  upon  the  wide-extended 
fiMrehead,  from  which  the  hair  was  drawn  baek» 

^  as  to  leave  the  whole  brow  couipletelj 
exposed. 

Such  was  the  dress  and  appearance  of  the 
Klectress  Dowa<^ei,  Louisa  .Iiiliana,  sisler  of 
the  fiunous  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  one  of 
the  mosit  remarkable  and  cl^ar-sighted  women 
of  her  da^  ;  and  I  have  thought  it  fit  to  dwell 
thus  fiff  upon  the  mere  description  of  her  per<- 
9oa  and  habiUiueats^  ioaiiinucli  as  portraits  of 
this  Frineess  are  very  rare^  and  no  descrLption^ 
thai  I  koow^  exists. 
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At  the  modjent  I  speak  ahe  had  joK 
seated  herself  in  a  great  chairs  and  taken 
up  a  book;  while  one  of  her  waitiug-inaid% 
who  had  nm  forth  from  her  dressing-room  bj 
the  do<»:  on  the  iett  hand^  was  thrustuig 
another  large  pin  into  the  black  velvet  coif  to 
&sten  it  more  aecarely  to  her  hair»  m  psa- 
cautioa  which,  it  seems,  she  had  neglected 
while  acttudlj  at  her  toilet.  When  she  had 
done,  the  Eiectress  looked  op^  tnquiriii|^ 
^'Have  yoii  seat  to  my  cousin,  the  JLacij 
Agnes?* 

Eldnda  is  gone^  maj  it  please  your  High- 
ness/' said  the  maid  wilh  a  low  reverence,  and 
withdrew. 

The  reader  will  remark  that  the  Electress 
Dowager  applied  the  name  of  cousin  to  the 
person  of  whom  she  spoke;  hot  it  must  not  be 
thence  inferred  that  they  stood  in  a  very  close 
degree  of  censangnlnity  to  each  other,  for  the 
lady  to  whom  she  sent  was  no  other  than  Agnes 
Herbert ;  and  it  Vvna  common  in  those  da^s, 
ibr  high  personages^  either  as  a  mark  of  reM- 
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mcew  love,  to  give  ibe  name  of  cooHn  to 
olhen  of  ioierior  siatioo  in  no  degree  rekled 

to  them. 

For  about  five  minutea  Louisa  Juliaaa  con* 

limied  to  read  with  a  aomewiiat  careless  aiid 
inatteiiUve  bSot,  aa  if  she  were  meielj  seeking 
to  occn|>7  a  abort  apace  of  tioie  with  the  aeis^ 
bkucc  of  some  employment,  while  her  thou^Iitii 
were  really  busied  with  other  tbiugs.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  a  light  Up  was  heard  at  the 
door — no  I  the  great  entrance  whicli  issued 
forth  on  the  corridor  and  the  stairs,  but  that 
of  the  diesaing-room — and  the  next  instant 
Agnes  Herbert  entered  and  approached  the 
chair  of  the  Frinceaa.  She  had  changed  her 
dress  since  her  return;  and  though,  perhaps^ 
her  fiu«  was  a  shade  paler  than  it  had  been 
befinre  all  the  adventures  of  the  preceding  day, 
yti  her  exceeding  loveliness  was  not  ditni- 
nahed»  erai  if  the  eharaeter  of  her  beauty  was 
somewhat  changed* 

Tl^  Elec^tresa  lose  partly  ttam  her  seat  aa 
aaoii  aa  ahe  aaw  her ;  and  when  Agnea  benty 
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almost  kneeling  at  her  feet,  she  cast  her  arms 
round  her  and  pressed  her  warmly  to  her 
heart. 

"  Welcome,  welcome,  my  sweet  chikl,"  she 
cried ;  "  I  thought  that  fate,  after  taking  from 
me  so  much  and  so  many  that  I  loved,  had 
deprived  me  also  of  my  Agnes.  Oh,  my  dear 
girl !  you  cannot  fancy  the  anguish  of  my  heart 
during  many  a  long  hour  last  night.  Secing- 
what  I  suffered,  they  came  to  ray  bedside  at 
one  this  morning,  and  told  mc  that,  by  some 
miracle,  vou  had  been  saved.  I  would 
scarcely  believe  the  tidings,  loved  one ;  and 
till  I  heard  just  now  that  you  had  returned, 
a  shade  of  unbelief  would  linger  in  mj 
mind.** 

"I  should  have  been  here  ere  now,  your 
Highness,"  answered  Agnes,  "  as  bound  in  duty 
and  in  love,  had  not  a  matter  of  importance 
called  me  to  the  presence  of  the  Elector.  My 
deliverance  was,  indeed,  a  miracle,  though  yet 
one  should  scarcely  say  so,  when  it  was  brought 
about  by  that  which  should  be  as  frequent  as 
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it  la  sridom,  the  gallantry  and  deTotion  of  a 

geutieman  and  a  courtier." 

*•  Nay,  ait  joo  down  here,  my  Agnes,  and  tell 
me  all  year  marvels,"  raid  the  Electress ;  for 
aB  yet  I  have  heard  nought  of  the  story.  In- 
deed,  I  believe  all  in  the  casde  are  as  Ignorant 
aa  jsjaelf." 

**  NuL  uuw,"  replied  Agnes ;  "  iu  different 
foaoB,  part  tmth  and  part  fiilsehood,  it  has 
spread,  I  find,  far  and  near.  But  I  will  tell  you 
all,  noble  lady,  exactly  as  it  happened ;  fur  it 
is  a  pleasant  task  when  one  has  nought  but 
giatuude  and  praise  to  speak  and,  with  more 
minute  details  than  even  she  had  indulged  in 
towards  Herbert,  the  iair  girl  proceeded  to  re<* 
late  to  her  high  friend  all  that  had  occurred 
mace  ahe  had  left  her  on  the  preceding  clay,  till 
the  moment  she  had  left  the  £lector's  presence* 
I  have  baid  "all;"  but  there  were  two  things 
wbidi  she  omitted :  William  Lovet's  praises  of 
his  cousin,  and  the  keen  questions  which  her 
uncle  bad  put  to  her  on  her  return.  For  some 
fgisson^  she  knew  not  what  herself,  she  iq)oke 
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not  on  these  two  themes,  but  all  the  rest  wai 

told. 

Louisa  Juliana  listened  with  thoughtful,  ear- 
nest attention ;  her  countenance  did  not  vary 
much,  for  she  was  habituated  to  command  its 
expression ;  but  still  there  were  particular  parts 
on  which  she  seemed  to  ponder  more  than 
others.  All  Agnes  said  of  her  escape  from  the 
imminent  peril  of  death,  and  of  him  who  had 
delivered  her,  she  seemed  to  mark  peculiarly ; 
but,  at  the  story  of  his  arrest  and  what  had 
followed,  she  took  apparently  but  little  heed, 
merely  saying:  It  will  be  found  that  Obem- 
traut  provoked  it." 

When  the  young  lady  had  done,  she  laid  her 
hand  upon  her  shoulder  and  kissed  her  brow, 
thanking  her  for  her  tale,  and  adding,  This  is 
indeed  a  noble  and  a  generous  man,  my  Agnes ; 
and  I  must  see  him  and  tell  him  what  I  think, 
for  your  sake,  my  sweet  cousin." 

"  But  he  is  in  prisoti,"  answered  Agnes ;  "  and, 
I  fear,  may  not  be  enlarged  for  a  long  time.** 
I  must  see  him,  nevertheless,'*  replied  the 
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£leetim»  thoQi^itiuIlyi  ^on  many  scommts, 
dear  girl — "  the  paiaed,  and  seemed  to  meditate 

a  moment  or  two,  after  which  she  addcd^  I 
liad  hmd  of  his  being  here  before^  Agnes—- nay, 
jou  yourself  told  me  oi  bis  demeanour  the  other 
night,  but  it  is  not  that  alone;  a  hint  has 
mmbmd  my  eaa»  that  be  bas  mofe  objects  than 
one,  that  be  is  not  merely  a  traveller  for  plea- 
we;  and  tins ealm  and  thooghtful cbaracler  in 
one  ao  yamg  bespeaks^  metbinksi  a  brain  bur- 
dened with  weighty  matters.  My  sou,  I  can 
see,  jvdgea  the  same,— he  denies  not  that  he 
knows  liim,  and  that  he  is  not  ej^actiy  what  lie 
seems. — must  see  him,  Agnes  ^  aiid  that,  too, 
ss  speedily  as  may  be." 

B«t  how,  dear  lady  T  inquired  Agnes 
Herbavts 

^  Oh^  that  will  be  easy,"  answeied  the  Elec- 
tress ;  ^  your  uncle  has  him  in  custody,  you  say ; 
well,  you  shall  be  bia  turnkey  for  the  night,  and 
bring  bun  ibrtb  to  take  the  air  upon  the  walls, 
in  the  gardens  \  then  lead  kirn  out  beneath 
mj  wilidows,  which  shall  be  cpm  ;  and,  when 
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yon  hear  my  little  silver  bell,  conduct  Lliu 
hither  bj  the  small  staircase  in  the  tower*— I 
must  know  more  of  his  errand,  Agnes;  and, 
if  it  be  what  I  think,  I  may  find  cause  for 
a  long  conference*  The  fiite  of  my  son  and  lib 
whole  house,  the  fate  of  Germany,  naj,  perhaps 
of  Europe,  is  now  in  the  balance,  and  I  would 
fain  prevent  any  fiesh  weight  being  thrown 
into  the  wrong  scale.  Wait  till  night  has  fallen, 
and  I  will  ring  my  bcU  some  time  befere  ten.— 
Tell  Herbert  you  have  my  oommanda.'^^ 

Which  shall  be  obeyed,  depend  upon  it, 
madam,**  answered  the  young  lady,  and  then 
remiuned  silent,  as  if  waiting  to  receive  any 
further  directions* 

''And  so  yon  axe  doubtless  veiy  gratefal 
to  this  young  cavalier,  my  Agues, '  said  the 
Princess,  at  length. 

'-  What  would  1  not  do  to  show  my  thankful- 
ness !"  cried  the  fair  enthusiastic  girl. 
.•^Anything  in  reason,  child,"  replied  the 
eideiU&dy ;  *^  but  let  not  gratitude  carry  you  too 
your  young  fimeies.    The  saving  of 
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a  Kfe  may  be  paid  too  dearly  by  the  peace 

of  the  lieart.^ 

Agnes  smiled  gaily^  **  Oh,  no  fear  of  that, 
noble  lady/'  she  answered:  *'he  la  no  love- 
maker;  and  if  I  could  thaok  hiui  for  anything 
more  earnestly  than  for  his  chivalroas  deliver- 
ance, it  would  be  for  his  kind,  calm,  brotherly 
Ueaiaient  iliioughout  yestemiglu,  wiihuut  one 
word  or  look  that  the  vainest  heart  could 
coo&tnie  into  gallantly*" 

Strange  conduct  for  so  young  a  man! 
Strange  gratitode  for  so  fiiir  a  girll"  replied 
the  £lectre86»  laughing,  '*Yet  be  not  too 
mm  of  yourself  or  him,  dear  chikl«  Love 
may  be  heaping  up  the  iiiei  before  be  sets 
the  flame  to  the  pile,  Mark  lae,  my  Agnes, 
and  do  BOt  let  your  cheek  glow  so  warmly. 
I  do  not  tell  you  not  to  love :  that  were  both 
vain  Md  dangerous:  I  only  say,  know  him 
better  before  you  do.  All  I  have  heard  of 
him  speaks  well,  and  marks  him  out  for  no 
erdinary  man  ;  but  yet  it  is  right,  when  grati- 
tude is  so  warm  in  a  young  heart,  to  take  care 
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that  it  lights  up  no  other  flame  without  our 
knowing  it.  Yours  is  a  rich  fancy,  my  Agnei» 
and  an  ardent  spiht;  and  my  good  cousin 
Herbert  is  not  so  careful  as  a  moLlier." 

*^Ohf  he  is  more  carefbl  than  you  deem 
him,''  replied  the  young  hidy,  with  a  faiot 
smile  at  the  remembrance  of  his  questions ; 
'^he  interrogated  me  as  strictly  this  moniiog  as 


panion's  words  and  acts  towards  me,  even  to 

the  smallest  trifle." 


will  warrant,**  said  the  Princess :  "  that  is  his 
character,  my  child.  All  the  i^^nglish  arc 
tfaeor^ical,  and  he  has  his  system^  good  as  far 
as  it  goes^  but  often  carried  too  fiur,  and  often 
inapplicable.  Because  he  met  with  one  woman 
in  lift  wko  was  an  angel,  if  ever  one  dwelt  on 
«arth»  and  has  known  few  others,  his  loie 
would  seem  to  be  to  trust  all  women,  and  to 
4oubt  alt.  men.  But  my  advice,  my  Agnes,  to 
^^K^ry^Qung  being  placed  as  you  are,  would  be, 
jftii  jltn^f  youieelf  and  ever  to  fly  danger !" 


a  grand  inquisitor ;  would  know  all  my  com- 


"  But  asked  yon 


nothing  of  your  own,  I 
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"  And  do  you  doubt  me,  dear  ladjr  ?"  asked 
Agnei,  almost  inournfiilly. 

The  friocesB  cast  her  arm  round  her,  ex- 
claiming. No,  dear  girl !  No !  1  would 
doobt  myself  sooner;  but  what  I  have  said 
was  yet  in  kindness^  Agnes*  This  same  gi*ati^ 
tudc  often  leads  on  along  a  flowex^  path  into  a 
viUenieafc  Sweet  smiling  blossoms  strew  the 
patk  at  first,  and  as  we  gather  them  we  go 
forward  finrther  than  we  know;  till,  frightened  at 
the  growing  desolation  roand.  we  would  turn 
back  and  then  find  the  wa^  shut  with  thoms 
and  brambles,  I  saj,  beware,  my  sweet  child^ 
till  you  hare  known  him  loagert  better,  nearer. 
Then  if  he  seek  to  win  jour  heart,  and  you 
cut  gire  it,  let  it  be  so;  fiir  I  am  not  one  to 
undervalue  the  worth  of  true  and  honest  love. 
Jl  may  hmfe  its  pains ;  but  I  do  believe  that 
woman's  life,  at  least,  is  not  complete  till  she 
has  known  its  blessings." 

''Bttt  why  should  be  seek  to  win  my  poor 
heart  if"  asked  Agnes.  ^  Why  shouki  I  fancy 
that  he  ever  will?    He  has  never  said  one 
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vrord  that  should  justify  me  to  myseU  for 
dreaming  of  such  a  thing.  Doubdess  he  has 
seen  many  brighter,  better,  fairer  than  myself, 
and  will  see  many  more.  As  yet  I  have  done 
nought  to  win  his  love,  though  your  Highness 
thinks  I  know  be  has  done  much  to  win  mine  ; 
but  there  is  a  vast  difference  hetween  gratitude 
and  love*  I  am  too  proud  to  love  unsought^ 
believe  me ;  and  till  he  cither  tells  me  so,  or  I 
have  accomplished  something  worthy  of  love 
from  him,  I  will  not  even  fiincy  that  he  can  feel 
aught  but  courteous  kindness  to  me," 

Poor  child  !**  said  the  Electress,  you  are 
a  scholar  of  the  lowest  class  in  this  same  school 
of  love,  I  sec.  You  have  done  nought  to 
merit  love !  Have  you  not  made  yootaelf  to 
him  an  object  oi  eager,  anxious  thought  and 
apprehension,  when,  whirling  in  the  torrent, 
he  rushed  to  save  you?  Have  you  notgma 
him  cause  for  the  display  of  gallant  daring  and 
fine  cnfboriasm?  Have  yon  not  wakened 
lluM^  the  livelong  night  the  tender,  sod 
tUfT^rioHf,^^         heart  for  one  protected. 
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«ooChed»  supported?  What  ia  this  but  to  merit 
love  from  any  tnaa  ?  You  much  mistake^  mj 
Agnes,  if  you  think  men's  hearts  are  won  by 
that  which  will  wiu  woman's.  Man's  is  a  dif- 
ferent nature,  a  cailing  unlike  ouis  ;  his  task 
to  strive  with  danger  for  himself  and  othevs,  to 
shield  the  feeble,  and  love  those  he  shields. 
•Ours  to  suffer  and  to  shrink,  to  seek  protect 
tioo  iroRi  a  stronger  arm,  and  pay  with  our 
whole  liearts  the  price  of  man's  support. 
Overwhelm  him  with  benefits,  give  him  wealth, 
distinction,  a  kingly  crown  if  you  have  it  to 
bestow;  save  him  from  death,  or  pain,  or 
misery^  stiU  you  will  twine  no  bond  around  his 
heart  so  strong  as  that  which  binds  it  to  the 
object  of  his  care  or  pity.  But  enough  of  this^ 
my  child,  I  would  but  warn  you;  for  every 
vvoiiiau  caiiics  a  traitor  in  her  bosom,  ever 

raady  to  yield  the  citadel  unless  well  watched* 

Bring  this  brave  gentleman  to  me,  as  I  have 
^id,  to-night.  When  I  have  seen  him,  I  will 
tdl  you  more/* 

Agnes  retired,  but  she  \i'ent  not  straight  to 
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Iier  uncle's  tower.  It  was  her  own  chamber 
she  first  sought,  and  there,  for  well  nigh  an 
hour,  with  her  fair  face  resting  on  her  hand, 
she  remained  in  deep  and  seemingly  painful 
meditation.  I  will  not  pause  to  inquire  what 
were  the  husy  thoughts  that  crossed  that 
young  and  inexperienced  brain ;  what  the 
emotions  which  filled  that  pure  warm  gentle 
heart.  For  a  time  her  reveries  were  certainly 
bitter  ones;  but  then  she  seemed  to  cast  them 
off  with  some  strong  resolution ;  the  clouds 
pasfcd  fi'om  her  brow,  her  sparkling  eye  looked 
up,  and  rising  with  a  gay  laugh,  she  cried, 
**  No,  no ;  1  will  not  give  it  another  thought.'" 
and  with  a  light  sti»p,  hurried  to  Herbert's 
tower. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


h  the  custody  of  the  Grand  Marshall,  Algernon 
Gwj  was  removed  from  the  preeenoe  of  the 
Elector^  aod  passing  across  the  ball  where 
he  iiad  seen  Agnes  waiting,  he  was  led  iiUo  one 
of  the  open  galleries  which  ran  along  the  great 
court  on  one  side^  and  ihence  by  ioimtnerable 
small  passages^  scarcely  large  enough  for  two 
persons  to  thread  them  abreast^  to  the  door  of  a 
chamber  which  o]>cned  upon  one  of  the  land- 
iog-placea  of  a  tolerably  wide  staircase. 

The  door  was  low,  scarcely  of  the  height  of 
the  young  l:^uglishnian's  head,  and  eovered  with 
Isige  bora  and  bands  of  iron,  as  well  as  heavy-* 
headed  xiails.    When  it  was  opened,  it  dis-» 

c  2 
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played  on  the  right-hand  side  a  small  ante-rootn, 
with  a  high  wiodow^  opposite  to  which  was 
another  low-browcd  arch  wilk  u  tloor,  and 
beyond  that  a  third  door  eqaally  solid  and 
strong  with  the  fint. 

The  Lord  of  Helmstadt,  as  they  passed, 
pointed  towards  the  arch  on  the  left»  saying, 
in  a  courteous  tone  ;  "  There  will  be  your  bed- 
room, and  here  your  servants  can  remain,  if,  as 
I  trust,  it  be  the  JbUector's  pleasure  that  your 
usual  attendants  should  be  admitted  to  jou." 
As  be  spoke,  hm  led  the  way  towards  the  third 
door,  and,  turning  the  heavy  key  that  was 
in  the  lock,  opened  it,  motioniiig  the  young 
Englishman  to  go  in. 

Algernon  Grev  did  in  silence,  aud  with  no 
very  pleasant  anticipations ;  bat  he  was  agree- 
ahly  diMppointed  in  hnding  himself  in  a  room 
bearing  very  little  the  aspect  of  a  prison, 
ebefsffiillik.  itself,  and  eommanding  that  same 
yiew>  wiiich  he  had  beheld  before 
fipam  lbi^TMtle  groiuids.  In  shape,  die  chaoH 
exact  half-moon ;  the  laige  xoiand 
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tower  in  which  it  wnd  situated  being  cut  by 

a  paititioo,  wUicii  leic  this  bc^^iuent  as  a  sort  of 
wide  salocNi;  while  the  other  half  was  again 
divided  iato  two,  tiie  ooe  porUon  being  appro- 
priated to  Llic  purposes  of  a  bed-iooui,  atid  the 
second  and  lesser  part  serving  as  an  ante-room, 
ejLcept  a  ainali  space  which  was  separated  from 
the  rest  to  contain  the  staircase^ 

The  furniture  of  the  room  was  cosdy  and 
canvenient.  Nothing  was  wanting  thai  could 
contribute  to  the  comfort  of  its  deniaen ;  and 
Algernon  Grey  drew  h:om  the  aspect  of  the 
whole  place  au  uiigui^'  that  it  was  liot  the  Elec- 
tor's intention  to  show  any  very  great  severity 
towards  him*  The  hangings^  the  tables^  the 
velvet  chaii-s,  however  attracted  but  little  of  his 
attention;  for  be  walked  at  onee  forward  to  one 
<tf  the  three  large  windowsi  through  which 
the  fiill  torrent  of  light  was  streaming  into  the 
room^  thoogh  not  indeed  the  sunshine ;  for  it 
was  yet  morningy  and  that  side  of  the  tower 
looked  to  the  south  and  west. 

giocioua  prospeet,"  he  said,  turning  to 
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the  Marshall ;    inethinlcB  a  day  or  two's  sojoimi 

here  will  be  nu  great  infliction.  Nevertheless^ 


me  in  confioement  for  that  which  I  have  doM^ 
Endurance,  however,  is  a  serviceable  quality; 
and  the  Elector^s  will  mtist  be  obeyed ;  but  I 
do  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  left  here  witlNHil 
some  aitendants  within  call ;  and  that  my  ser* 
vants  and  baggage  may  be  brought  up  from  the 
inn,  where  I  leit  them,  little  anticipating  iok* 
prisonment." 

**  1  will  take  the  Elector's  farther  commADds," 
replied  the  Lord  of  Uelmstadt.  ^'  Of  course 
some  persons  will  be  appointed  to  attend  upon 
you ;  but  whether  your  own  servants,  or  not,  I 
cannot  say. — I  must  leave  you  alone  for  a  time, 
greatly  grieving  that  such  a  chance  should  haive 
beiaUeaAo  gallant  a  gentleman*  We  all  know 
John  of  ObeniUaut  well;  and  there  is  not  a 
man:  Jn  nil  the  court  who  doubts  that  he  haa 
provoked  this  afiair ;  but  the  Elector  has  been 
very  strict  in  such  matters  lately,  and  of  course 
imffttm^  show  ftvonr  even  wens  he  inclined.*' 


I  protest  against  the  right  of  any  one  to  place 
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Thus  Mying,  he  withdrew;  and  Algernon 
was  left  alone,  lor  aa  instant  he  gazed  round 
the  room,  while  the  key  grated  heavily  lu  the 
lock*  and  then  laoghed  in  a  light  cheerfai  tone* 
'*  Here  1  am  a  captive^''  he  said;  *^  well,  though 
unexpected,  it  is  ao  great  matter.  A  few  diort 
booiBy  a  few  short  days,  what  are  they  firom  the 
sum  of  life  ;  and,  forgetting  that  I  have  lost  mj 
liherty,  I  will  think  myself  a  prince  hospitably 
received,  well  lodged,  and  only,  like  the  slaYe  ol' 
liie  Harem,  not  suffered  lu  go  abroad.  Wimi 
an  idle  thing  it  is  fiir  a  man  to  firet  and 
wear  himself  with  vain  regrets  over  the  loss  of 
that  shadowy  thing,  the  portioit  of  freedom 
that  im  left  ham  by  the  nsagss  of  the  world.  In 
courts  and  cities,  with  the  stiff  hit  of  tho 
law  beneadi  his  jaws,  he  is  tndned  and  cnrbed 
up  bj  the  habits  of  the  land  to  go  throu^^ 
his  taught  paces,  like  a  Lorse  in  the  manege, 
cnmtiDg  here,  and  passaging  there,  with 
hanUy  a  natural  step  in  his  whole  allure.  Here, 
with  no  eyes  to  watch  me,  with  no  form  of 
lestniBt  or  cnrtomary  cerenuiniee,  I  cm  have 
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mm  real  fimdom  thaii  in  a  king's  haUs,  although 
jonder  door  be  locked  and  bolted.  What  ia  it 
that  makes  imprisonment  painful  ?  Either  the 
anticipation  of  further  evil  aa  its  dark  tetmina* 
tioa,  or  the  prospect  of  its  indehoite,  perhaps 
interminable,  extent  In  a  few  days  I  shall 
be  free.  They  daie  not  do  me  wiong.  Ihrnre 
nothing  farther  to  apprehend.  Why  shouUi 
Ae  locking  of  that  door  jar  upon  my  ear,  when 
the  iiand  that  turns  the  key  is  oa  the  outside  ? 
Had  it  been  my  own  hand^  ere  I  lay  down  to 
deep,  it  wonld  have  been  nodiing — ^no^  no»  I 
will  bear  it  lightly.  Man  doubles  all  the  evils  of 
Itts  iktis  by  pondering  over  them;  a  scralch 
kecomes  a  woandi  a  slight  an  injury,  a  jest  an 
insult,  a  small  peril  a  great  danger ;  and  a  light 
iiekness  often  ends  in  death  by  the  brooding 
apprehensions  of  the  sick. — What  a  magniiicanl 
^ene !  Methinks,  I  co«ld  contempbte  that 
:|iiew  for  eter;  and,£9cgetiingaU  the  world,  lim 
efface  an  anchorite  in  the  midst  of  a  great  city, 
"Vonl^ippii^g  God  in  the  grand  temple  of  bia 
blest  wosks.** 
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Ymtkf  ohi  bow  vain  is  it  in  man  to  strive,  bgr 

the  mere  power  of  ioteliect,  to  quell  or  overrule 
tlie  nmlond  aflbctioos  of  the  heart.  The  stoical 
pbUoeophy  wooid  have  broken  down  insiantly^ 
bad  nut  teachers  skiituUj  applied  emoUieuta 
to  itB  harrii  stemnesSy  teaching  not  alone  U> 
bear  the  evils  that  Hate  iatiicts,  but  often,  also,  to 
fly  from  them — ay,  to  iiy,  cvca  though  the 
jimoe  of  lefiige  was  the  tomb:  for,  after  all,  the 
magnificent-mieaed  crime  of  suicidei  was  but  a 
comutdly  flight  before  a  conqaering  army  of  the 
wtadd's  ills. 

Vain  was  all  the  reasoning  of  Algcruuu  Grey; 
and  silently  and  slowly  the  solitaiy  moments^  a» 
they  passed,  sapped  the  foundations  of  the  tail 
edifice  of  lofty  liiuughts  whicii  ke  had  so  conti- 
dently  built  up.  >^ixst  he  began  to  find  ibm 
time  go  fiiovvly ;  be  felt  delight  in  the  beauty  of 
the  acme,  it  is  tree,  but  it  was  all  still :  nothing 
moved:  the  veryaur  hadfidlen  away,  so  that 
&e  leaves  of  the  trees  stirred  not  on  the 
kanehes ;  and  the  green  Neckar  looked  like  a 
sheet  of  solid  glass.   He  could  not  see  into  tbc^ 
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Streets  of  the  town  ;  the  thickness  of  the  walls 
excluded  the  garden  below ;  the  sky  overhead 
was  without  a  cloud  ;  the  glowing  heat  of  the 
day  kept  the  birds  quiet ;  and  the  light 
changed  so  slowly,  that  the  creeping  on  of  the 
shadow  here  and  the  sunshine  there  was  im- 
perceptible to  the  eye.  The  prospect  was 
beautiful ;  but  it  became  monotonous ;  and  a 
storm  or  cloud  would  have  been  a  relief. 

lie  began  to  turn  his  eyes  towards  the  door, 
and  wished  that  some  one  would  come.  The 
knowledge  that  it  was  locked  became  oppressive 
to  him  ;  he  felt  that  his  philosophy  was  failing, 
and  he  determined  to  find  or  make  an  occupa- 
tion. He  had  not  yet  seen  the  bed-room  ;  and, 
walking  through  the  door,  which  communicated 
with  it,  he  examined  the  furniture  it  contained, 
looked  out  of  the  high  window  over  the  roofs  of 
some  of  the  buildings  and  against  the  walls 
of  others.  A  pigeon,  seated  upon  one  of  the 
gables,  took  flight  at  that  moment,  and  whirled 
up  into  the  free  air.  Algernon  Grey  knew 
then  how  much  he  had  felt  the  loss  of  liberty : 
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(or  to  witness  the  bird^s  flight  was  joj  to  hioi ; 
and  yet  it  woke  melanclioly  aaiociatbns*  As 
he  saw  it  spreadiDg  its  pin  loos  lightly  ia  the 
dear  sly,  sweeping  round  in  a  gay  circle,  and 
then  darting  away  to  meadow  or  to  com-iieidy 
he  thought  how  beauliiul  a  thiiig  freedom  i^, 
bow  terrible  is  its  loss. 

The  bird  disappeared;  and  walkiog  slowly 
back  into  the  otber  duunber,  be  seated  himself  in 
the  window  and  gased  out;  bot  bitter  fhongfats 
touk  possession  of  him ;  and  the  mind  rambled 
on  fiKMi  one  sad  tnin  of  inuiges  to  another*  He 
thooght  of  human  life,  its  gric&,  its  oanss,  its 
changes,  lie  viewed  iLiill  darklj,  both  its  acci- 
denla  and  its  ordinary  ooorse,  ^  What  i^  it,''  be 
said,  but  a  gradual  developmeut,  tilled  with 
many  an  evil  and  many  a  danger,  a  short  matur 
rity  and  a  long  and  sad  decay  ?  Scareoly  ham 
we  touched  our  prime,  whea  some  fidliog  poweri 
some  dadcened  energy,  sooie  corpered,  or  some 
mentd  weakness,  warns  us  that  we  are  on 
the  descent,  and  that  all  is  thenceforward 
dowMasd,  dowjtwaid  to  the  grsTO.  Thence* 


forward  tiie  game  of  life  i«  ail  losa.  One  after 
anoihcr  we  cast  the  dice  for  a  new  suke ;  aod 
fiue  is  ever  the  winner  against  us ;  till,  bank- 
rupt in  body  and  in  mind,  we  go  to  bed, 
aiid  bleep— ibrgotten.  Then,  too,  how  often, 
even  in  the  days  of  our  highest  energies,  comes 
something  to  bar  us  from  the  treasures  that  we 
covet;  some  small  but  fatal  obstacle,  over 
which  all  onr  hopes  £eUl  prostrate ;  the  eternal 
stumbling-block  of  circumstance  that  gives  the 
ever-flying  good  time  to  escape  us.  Often  i  — 
Nay  I  should  have  said  ever ;  for  that  dark 
inscrutable  hand  of  fate,  still  mingles  with  ilie 
cnp  of  joy,  even  when  sparkling  most  brightly 
in  the  b^nd  of  youth,  the  bitter  drop  that  soon 
pervades  it  aU/' 

He  tnmed  his  mind  to  other  thingi.  *^  WeU» 
it  matters  not,"  be  thought,  ^Hiiere  is  surely 
one  unaUoyed  pleasnre,  at  all  evenly— to  do 
goodt  to  save,  protect,  befiriend."  Then,  for  mm. 
instant,  his  fancy  rested  joyfully  upon  the 
evciA  of  the  night  before*  fie  dioo^t  of 
.Agnes  Herbert — of  having  saved  her  foom 
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destnielion— of  having  resciied  her  firom  the 
(lark  waters  of  that  turbulent  stream — of  having 
given  back  to  life  that  creatare,  f  o  fall  of  all 
life's  brightest  energies;  and,  for  a  moment, 
he  was  happ}  .  She  rose  before  him  in  her 
yoong  beantj,  sparkling  with  graces,  heart 
beaming  from  her  ejes;  love  and  happiness 
upon  her  lips ;  her  clear,  fair  brow,  like  the 
expanse  of  heaven;  and  tlie  soul  of  loveliness 
in  every  look  and  every  movement.  The 
vision  WMB  too  bright;  and,  clasping  his  hands 
together,  he  &xed  his  eyes  upon  the  ground, 
mm  muring  bitterly  through  his  closed  teeth : 
^¥et  she  never  can  be  mine !" 

Deep,  deep  and  gloomy  were  his  meditations 
after;  and  more  than  one  hoar  passed  by,  ere 
he  moved  a  single  muscle;  till,  at  length,  he 
beard  a  step,  and  a  voice  s|>eaking  without; 
and,  starting  up,  he  strove  to  dear  his  brow, 
brushing  hack  the  hair  from  his  forehead,  and 
looking  grave,  but  not  so  sad.  The  key  was 
turned  in  the  door;  and  the  next  moiAbnty 
two  liscea,  which  he  knew  well,  presented 


30 


nBFDKLBERU. 


themselves,  those  of  Herbert  and  William 
Lovet. 

Herbert  stayed  not  long.  "  For  the  first 
time  in  life,  Miister  Grey,"  he  said,  **  I  have 
petitioned  to  be  a  gaoler ;  but  I  have  so  much 
to  thank  you  for,  that  I  might  well  undertake 
that  office  on  your  behalf,  to  soften,  as  much  as 
possible,  your  captivity,  which  will  not  be  long, 
I  trust.  My  thanks  and  my  plans  of  all  kinds 
must  have  greater  room  than  I  will  now  give  to 
them,  as  your  cousin  is  here  to  talk  with  you; 
but  I  will  see  you  again,  ere  the  day  be  over, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  provide  for  your  com- 
fort, as  far  as  may  be.  So  fare-you-well  for 
the  present ;  and,  shaking  him  warmly  by 
the  hand,  he  turned  to  Lovet,  saying :  "  The 
guard  without  knows  your  person,  and  will 
give  you  exit  when  you  require  it.  You  can 
come  hither  as  often  as  you  like  during  the 
day  ;  but  after  sunset  the  gates  of  the  tower, 
by  the  Elector's  orders,  must  be  closed  against 
all  ^itors." 

Thanks,  colonel,  thanks,"  answered  Lovet, 
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and  gazed  after  Lim  to  tlie  door,  ere  he  spoke 
to  his  couniu  The  opening  of  his  convenatioii 
was  SLQ  strange  as  usual ;  for  he  began  with  a 
loud  burst  of  laughter* 

^'Cssgedy  Algernon^  caged  T  he  excIaiomL 
**  Well,  upon  my  life,  a  mighty  pretty  dungeon, 
and  GonTenient  I  Velvet  cfaain»  upon  my  lift  ; 
and  a  ravishing  prospect,  as  poets  would  call  it. 
Good  soup^a  bottle  of  rich  wine,  and  bread  nut 
too  bfowDt  and»  Bethinks,  you  are  comfortably 
provided  for.  On  my  life,  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  Bector." 

'^Yoa  seem  to  enjoy  his  bounty  towards 
me,  certainly,"  answered  Algernon  Grey,  witb 
a  slight  touch  of  bittemesB;  ^'may  I  know, 
WiUiam,  whether  it  is  ixom  kindly  sympathy 
with  my  pleasures,  or  from  personal  satisfac- 
tioDf  yon  derive  your  merriment  F 

**  Oh>  personal,  personal exclaimed  Ix>vet. 
^That  celebrated  cardinal,  the  son  of  a  botcher 
and  master  of  mosarchs^  bright  Wolsey,  was 
a  frank  and  sincere  man ;  and  w  hen  he  wrote* 
et  rex  mens/  he  only  did  what  every 
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Other  man.  would  do,  if  be  were  not  a  hjfo^ 
crite,  namely,  put  himself  first,  that  is  to  say^ 
ID  the  place  which  he  occupied  in  hie  own 
consideration.  I  love  you  second  to  myself^ 
dear  Algernon. — Don't  tell  sweet  Ifadam  de 
l4u»8itz»  or  her  deep  skepy  eyes  would  flash 
with  indignatioDy  to  think  that  I  loved  any 
thing  or  any  body,  bat  her  fair  self*  How* 
ever,  can  you  deny  that  I  have  great  oUi* 
gations  to  the  Elector  ]  Here  he  has  caged 
my  bird,  just  aa  I  thought  it  wia  about  to 
take  flight,  and  that  I  should  be  obliged  to 
follow.  It  answers  my  purpose  just  aa  well 
ae  if  you  had  fidlen  in  love  with  all  tbm 
ladies  of  the  court  together,  and  stayed  phi- 
landering in  orange  bowers.  As  to  yooiset^ 
from  what  I  know  of  you,  the  Elector's  prison 
will  be  much  more  pleasant  than  Cupid's 
chain ;  and,  on  my  life,  he  has  pot  the  jewel 
in  a  very  snug  casket.  Here  you  are,  like  a 
poor  simple  Cathoiie  giilV  new  emciftx,  wrapped 
im  cotton,  and  laid  npoo  a  ahelf,  all  safii 
and  sheltered;  while  I,  like  the  same  poor 
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nuudeo,  go  wandering  at  laige  in  my  worldlj 


vanities.'' 


*'Take  care»  ^^^Iliam,*  anflweved  Algernon 
Grey,  *'  that  yonr  vanities  don't  get  yon  into 

worse  than  this." 

Heaven  and  earth  listen  to  the  man!" 
exclaimed  VYiliiam  Lovet,  laughing.  "  Think 
of  his  preaching  decorum  to  me !  Did  I  not 
tell  yon  long  ago,  Algernon,  that  yonr  vices 
were  much  more  serious  ones  than  mine? 
Here,  instead  of  bowing  down  and  worsliip- 
png  the  embroidered  hem  of  some  fair  lady's 
petticoat,  the  very  first  thing  you  do  in  a 
strange  conutry  is,  to  go  and  eat  a  poor  man^s 
throat.  Now,  I  will  ask  you  fiiirly  and  can- 
didly, whicli  is  the  worst,  to  amuse  an  hour 
or  two  in  giving  and  receiving  pleasnre ;  or  to 
spend  yonr  time  like  a  wild  cat  in  a  hoUy 
bnsh,  scratching  your  neighbour's  heart  out? 
— ^Tbe  thing  won't  bear  an  argument,  cousin 
of  mine.  I  am  the  moral  and  well-regulated 
yonng  man  ;  and  you  are  the  reprobate.**" 
**I  0b3j  cat  another  man's  throaty  as  yon 
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call  it»  WiUiam,  in  defence  of  my  own  lif^" 
replied  Algernon  Grey;  "but,  of  all  rnea, 
joa  ahonld  be  the  last  to  find  £uilt  with  saeh 
a  traosaction,  Methinks  I  have  beard  of 
some  six  or  seven  of  aach  affiurs  upon  yoor 
hands.'' 

*'Ay,  but  I  never  begin  with  fighting," 
nswered  LoTet;  ^when  driven  to  such  ex- 
tremitiesy  I  can't  help  it.  I  always  commence 
with  love  and  affection ;  and^  if  it  end  with 
hate  and  naked  lapiersy  it  is  no  fault  of  mine. 
And  so  you  piuked  this  Oberntnuitl  Why, 
you  deserve  thanks  for  that,  too.  Really  it 
was  a  public  service ;  if  he  die,  there  will  be 
one  bubble  less  upon  the  stream  of  the  world  ; 
and,  if  he  xecover»  the  bleeding  and  the  lesson 
will  do  him  an  immense  deal  of  good.  'T  is 
a  pity  it  was  not  in  the  spring;  for  that  is 
the  time,  the  doctors  say,  to  let  blood.** 

^'Pray,  do  not  jest  upon  the  subject,  my 
good  cousin,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  "  I 
went  unwillingly  on  a  quarrel  not  of  my  own 
seeking;  I  did  what  1  scarcely  judged  right  to 
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«8fe  my  hocioor;  and  I  bitterly  regret  that  I 
was  foioed  to  wound  a  gendemanj  -who  was  too 

^iiul  a  swordsman  to  be  disarmed.  Let  us 
talk  of  other  things.'' 

"  Fooh  V  said  Lovet,  he  'b  a  coxcomb,  and 
deserved  it.  If  you  had  not  done  it,  I  would 
hare  done  it  for  yon. — But  to  tidk  of  other 
things,  as  you  say.  The  Elector  eau  certainly 
mean  you  no  harm  by  assigning  you  so 
pleaaant  a  place  for  imprisonment  Wlien  yon 
have  got  up  your  clothes  and  a  few  books^  you 
will  be  as  comfortable  here  as  at  the  inn  with 
a  qprained  ankle — more  so ;  for  yon  will  want 
the  pain.  Theu,  my  dear  Algernon,  you  will 
be  out  of  all  temptation,  which  w  a  great  thing 
in  your  case.  Here  you  can  neither  drink,  nor 
swear,  nor  game,  nor  make  love  ;  iu  short,  you 
are  now  phyaicaliy  in  the  state,  to  which  yon 
voluntarily  reduce  yourself  morally,  and  are 
cnt  off  from  all  the  little  pleasures  of  life  by 
that  door,  instead  of  a  puritanical  spirit. — 
could  myself  be  very  comfortable  here  but  for 
one  thing.   I  have  often  thought,  as  I  like  to 
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try  eveiy  sort  of  emotion  in  tbia  world,  that  I 

would  make  myself  a  voluntary  prisoner  for  a 
few  days,  only  I  ooold  never  determine  upoa 
thegaol'' 

And  pray  what  is  the  one  tiling  wanting  in 
this  sweet  place?"  asked  Algernon  Grey;  **tim 
one  thing  I  want  is  liberty ;  but,  I  suppose^ 
that  is  not  what  you  mean?" 

*<Oh,  dear  no^"  cried  Lovet,  <<I  mesa 
woman's  company ;  X  should  require  something 
sadly  to  play  with,  to  teaie,  to  irritate,  and  to 
amnse  myself  with,  as  I  wonld  a  petted  cfaildi  and 
then  to  soothe  her  with  soft  caresses,  and  look 
into  her  liqnid  eyes,  half  fiill  of  tears^  half  Kglit* 
Liberty  I  Poohl  liber^  is  nothing.  I  would 
sell  myself  for  a  sequin  to  a  Turk,  if  he  would 
bnt  engage  to  imprison  me  in  his  harem. 
But,  on  my  life  I  if  I  were  shut  up  in  a 
prison  for  any  of  my  small  misdemeanours,  I 
would  get  some  fair  girl  or  another  to  coma 
and  entertain  me  at  any  price,  were  it  but  the 
gaoler'js  fiit  danghter/' 

Thus  went  he  on  for  well  nigh  an  hour,  with 
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gay,  light,  apparently  thoughtlew  talk;  but 
yet  it  was  aii  calculated  to  produce  a  certain 
impression;  and  it  must  not  be  denied 
diat»  in  a  degree,  it  did  80«  He  never  men* 
tioned  the  name  of  Agnes  Herbert;  he 
never  alluded  to  her  in  the  most  remote 
manner;  he  spoke  not  of  his  cousin's  gaUant 
conduct  on  the  preceding  night ;  he  seemed  to 
be  ignonmt  of  all  that  had  taken  place,  except 
the  duel  and  the  arrest*  iiut  yet  his  conversap 
tioQ  turned  Algernon's  thoughts  Lo  Agues,  and 

iMide  him  long  finr  her  society.  His  words 
caUed  up  a  pleasant  dream  of  how  she  might 
cheer  the  boon  of  imprisonment,  how,  under 
other  circumstances,  she  might  make  the  sad 
and  weary  day  the  sweetest  and  the  brightest 
of  life*  Algernon  gave  himself  up  to  the 
dream  too.  As  he  Mad  no  substantial  source  of 
pleasure,  he  iancied  he  might  as  well  console 
himself  from  the  stores  of  ima^ation ;  and  on 
Agnes  his  thoughts  rested^  iondly,  tenderly,  even 
while  his  cousin  remained  with  him. 
Lovet  maiked  well  the  effect  he  produced ; 
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the  meditatiTe  look,  the  occasional  absence  of 
mind,  the  fahdom  smwet,  and  a  sigh  that  onee 
bfoke  ibrth;  and,  when  he  thought  he  had 
succeeded  sufficientlj,  he  rose  to  go. 

Well,  AlgeiiKnH''he  laid,  whatahall  I  send 
jaa  op  ?— -clothe&iy  books,  and  an  instrument  of 
mnsic  by  the  handi  ot  a  pretty  maid,  if  I  mm 
find  one.  They  tell  me,  yoa  most  not  hmm 
your  man ;  but  the  category  did  not  include 
the  fidr  ses ;  and,  unless  they  ate  faafbarMO% 
they  will  lei  you  ha?e  a  femme-de-chambw, 
though  they  exclude  a  valet. — Come,  come, 
da  not  look  so  grave*  I  moat  go  and  pay  my 
devotions,  but  first  will  despatch  all  that  yeo 
may  require. — Leave  it  to  me,  I  will  make  a 
good  selection,  never  fear;  and  yew  liade 
coxcomb.  Frill,  shall  carry  them  all  hither,  and 
see  if  diey  wiii  let  him  stay  to  tend  upon  ymu 
WlMitever  be  their  rules  and  regulationa,  if  they 
view  him  justly,  he  .  can  fall  under  noae  of 
them ;  for  Heaven  only  knows  what  ebss  tke 
little  devil  belongs  to;  I  am  only  certain  that 
he  is  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child. 
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« Well,  send  him  at  ail  erentB,^  answered 
AlgeraoQ  Grey;  **it  ircmld  be  conveuent  if 
tiiey  let  bka  stay.    Send  a  late^  too^  if  you 
can  find  one  in  the  town/' 

A  later  exclaimed  LoveC  <'Od  my  Ufel 
the  maa  will  iall  in  love  at  last,  ii  it  be  but  by 
tvyanging  catgut  to  hi6  own  sweet  voice.  Ta 
Aiakf  tlwt  two  |necea  of  white  board,  atraog 
with  the  entiaiis  ot  a  tame  tiger,  should  give  a 
reaaonahb  cfeature,  foil  of  intcUect  as  lie 

veraityj  is  a  sort  of  marvel — a  lute  I  Heaven 
Ueaa  tht  moikt— WeU;  yo«  shall  hatre  a  lotVt 

it  be  bat  to  make  yoa  eommit  a  iblly  for 
once  in  your  life  and  sing  soft  ditties  to  a  cer- 
tain spot  in  the  oeiHng;~-*Adieuy  coii8in>  adiea  I 
I  will  see  yon  ^;ain  to-morrow*'* 

Bring  me  news  of  this  juung  baron's  state, 
it  yoa  can  get  them,''  said  Algernon  Grey. 

«  Happ,  for  hiiB,  I  am  not  his  phjsician;'  an- 
awmdLovet ;  and  tfaoa  saying  he  left  die  rooou 

When  he  was  gone,  the  i»isoaer  relapsed 
ioto  thou^t  again  ;  but  be  had  found  out — or 
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at  least  his  cousin's  words  had  suggested — a 
new  source  of  pleasaot  meditations*  Tbey 
were  dangerous  ones,  it  must  be  owoed — those 
sweet  alluring  fimcies  which  lead  ua  along  far, 
much  farther  than  we  know  o^  with  steps  as 
light  as  if  the  foot  rested  upon  clouds.  It  was 
weak,  bat  it  was  very  natund  so  to  give  way. 
For  longs  long  hooxs  there  was  no  occupation 
for  his  mind.  The  choice,  if  it  could  be  called 
a  choice^  was  between  dark  and  gloomy  brood-^ 
ings  over  a  bitter  point  in  his  hte,  together  with 
sad  anticipations  of  the  future,  on  the  oae 

band ;  and,  on  the  other,  an  unreal  dieam  of 

happiness,  which  could  hardly,  by  any  possi- 
bility, be  verified,  but  which  yet  presented  itself 
to  fsokcy  every  moment,  when  thought  was 

left  free  to  roam,  unrestrained  by  a  powerful 

will.  la  it  wonderfiil  that  he  grew  weary  of 
the  struggle  ?  Is  it  surprising  that  more  and 
more  he  gave  way  to  the  br^t  deceptions  of 
a  warm  eager  heart  and  qmck  imagination? 

Is  it  to  be  uiur veiled  at,  that  in  the  dull  hours 
of  solitude,  he  turned  fiom  the  gloomy  pio» 
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tons  pra08oted  by  nmaa  and  memoij,  lo  gaze 

upon  ihe  glowing  pageantry  of  iancy  and 
hope  t  Ah,  no !  And  so  constituted  mentallj 
and  oorporeaUy,  so  atuated  in  the  past  and  in 
the  present,  few,  very  iew  men  on  earth  would 
be  Ibnnd  to  leaiat  more  than  he  resisted,  to  do 
otherwiae  than  he  did.  He  yielded  his  heart 
to  the  only  comfort  it  could  receive,  be  yielded 
his  mind  to  the  only  thoughts  that  were  bright; 
and,  though  his  stem  resolve  to  do  all  that 
was  right  mainUuiied  lis  place,  jet  the  traitors 
of  our  peaee  iveie  busily  undennining  in  aecret 
tke  defences  of  the  castle  in  which  he  trusted* 
He  made  Agnes  Herbert  the  companion  <tf 
hie  thoughts.  He  saw  her  with  the  mind's  eye ; 
the  tones  of  her  sweet  voice  came  back  to  bis 
ear  melodiously ;  the  ^anoe  of  her  clear  soft 
eye,  with  all  its  tempered  brightness,  seemed 
upon  bim  agaiu ;  the  verj  nicinory  of  lier 
l^aee  and  bemty  brought  sunshine  with  it, 
as  sometimes^  when  we  shut  our  eyes  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  resplendent  scenes  come 
back  to  aightt  all  vivid  and  distinct,  as  if  they 
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wera  painted  in  light  apoa  our  closed  eydidt^ 
He  made  a  happiness  lor  himself  where  none 
other  was  to  be  fonnd ;  and  if  it  was  a  wiah 
ness^  be  it  vemembered  he  was  bat  man, 

INothing  was,  indeed,  wanting  to  mere  cor- 
poreal eomfert^  except  ftcedook  A  well  seifod 
tsiAe  was  provided  Sot  lum ;  one  of  the  £ieo- 
tor's  servants  attended  to  all  that  could  lighten 
his  captivity ;  his  dbdiea,  some  books^  and  a. 
lute  were  brought  up  in  the  eouise  of  the  day ; 
and  a  small  haad-bell  was  phu:ed  upon  a  table 
diat  he  might  have  the  meaaa  of  sommeiiiog 
attendance  when  he  needed  it*  Hie  pag^ 
indeed,  vpas  not  admitted;  and  no  ene  visited 
his  ffhamber  after  the  honr  oi  bnt  onse 

when  he  rang.  Hie  thoughts,  however,  bad 
by  this  time  chosen  their  own  coama.  Ha 
read  little ;  he  touched  not  the  instrument  o£ 
music ;  but,  seated  near  the  window,  he  gazed 
ant;  and  thooght  vrhik,  wandering  domkf 
round  to  the  west,  the  bxigbt  sommcr  son 
presented  the  scene  beneath,  in  the  same  wans 
Iq^t  of  evening  whidi  had  flooded  valley  aad 
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plaio  aad  gilt  mountain  and  castle,  when  he 

bad  seen  it  IVoiii  the  Allan  with  Agnes  Herbert. 
Her  image  mingled  with  the  whole,  and  the 
prospect  was  not  the  less  sweet  to  his  ejes  for 
the  associations  with  which  memory  enriched 
the  Tiew. 


Digitized  by  Google 


44 


HBIDELBERQ. 


CHAPTER  III. 


TuE  sun  set;  the  beams  of  the  departed  orb 
spread  up  from  behind  the  mountains  of  the 
Haardt  over  the  whole  wide  expanse  of  the 
cloudless  heaven ;  and,  from  the  golden  verge 
of  the  horizon  to  the  glowing  crimson  of  the 
zenith,  a  broad  sheet  of  varied  colouring 
stretched  unbroken,  hue  melting  into  hue,  so 
that  the  eye  could  not  detect  where  one  tint 
blended  with  another.  It  changed,  too,  with 
each  passing  minute;  the  golden  verge  grew 
red ;  blue  mingled  with  the  crimson  overhead ; 
then  came  a  shade  of  grey ;  and  then  looked 
out  a  star,  like  hope  to  cheer  the  heart  on  the 
departure  of  some  b^'gone  joy.    At  length 
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the  twilight  sQooeeded  to  the  warm  san- 
set;  and  stream,  and  vallej,  and  mountain, 

aad  plain  grew  faint  and  soil  under  the 
prisonei^a  sight;  while  hia  chamber  became 
full  of  shadows ;  and  many  of  the  bright  fan- 
cies, which  had  cheered  the  day,  passed  awaj 
with  the  declining  light,  as  if  they  had  been 
the  creatures  of  the  sunshine* 

His  thoughts  were  becoming  gloomy,  when 
suddenly  he  heard  the  key  turn  in  the  lock, 
and  then  a  light  knock  at  the  door. 

Come  in  P  he  cried ;  and  the  next  moment 
it  was  opened.  But  Algernon  Ghrey  could 
scarcely  beUeve  his  eyes;  for  in  the  dim  light 
he  saw  a  woman's  form  and  garments;  and 
heart,  more  than  sig^,  told  him  who  it  was. 

Starting  up  with  a  quick  and  joyful  move- 
ment, lie  advanoed  to  meet  her;  but  Agnes 
only  entered  a  jfew  steps,  and  that  with  an  air 
of  timid  hesitation. 

<<My  uncle  haa  sent  me  to  yon,"  she  said, 
giving  him  her  hand,  as  he  came  near ;  and 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  ha^e  any  means  of 
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showing  my  gratilade  for  all  that  you  have 
done  for  me.  It  is  but  little  that  I  can  do,  but 
still  a  walk  in  the  quiet  evening  air  will  refresh 
and  calm  you ;  and  I  trust,"  she  added,  laying 
the  tips  of  her  small  taper  fingers  on  bis  arm, 
"  that  it  may  tend  to  soothe  the  indignation 
which,  I  am  sure,  you  must  feel  at  the  treat- 
ment you  have  received." 

"  Indeed,  dear  lady,**  answered  Algernon 
Grey,  "  I  feel  none." 

"  Then  I  feel  it  for  you,"  answered  Agnes, 
warmly;  ''I  should  feel  more,  indeed,  did  I 
not  know  that  it  is  all  weakness,  rather  than 
injustice.  They  fear  that  fierce  old  man  and 
his  rash  son^  otherwise  this  would  not  have 
taken  place ;  and  for  that  reason  it  is  that  I  am 
obliged  to  take  this  unfit  hour  to  give  you 
whatever  little  liberty  I  can.  But  you  must 
promise  me,"  she  added,  in  a  timid  and 
imploring  tone,  "  to  return  when  it  is  time. 
My  uncle  told  me  to  exact  such  an  engage- 
ment. He  could  not  come  himself ;  for  he  has 
been  all  the  evening  with  the  Elector  on  busi- 
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MBS  of  iBiportaaoe,  pkoniogt  new  defences  to 
tbe  plaee ;  and  so  he  made  me  your  gaoler — 

sad,  yet  pleaeaat  task*  But  you  will  return, 
Hill  you  notP" 

Aigenaoa  Grey  took  her  baud  again  aod 
pcesscd  it  in  his  own.  "  Whenever  you  wish  it," 
he  replied. 

Nay,  not  when  I  wish  it»"  answered  Agnes ; 

that  voold  never  be ;  fbr^  could  my  wishes 
avail  aof^ty  you  would  not  be  here  at  alL'' 

"  Weli»  then,  when  you  ask  me,"  said  the 
yoQBg  gentleman* 

^  tiop  not  so  either,"  she  replied ;  "  1  should 
never  have  the  heart  to  ask  you.  Even  in  my 
yomigest  and  most  thonghtless  days,  I  could 
not  make  a  prisoner  of  a  poor  bird.  How 
much  less,  Lben,  of  one  who  has  saved  my  life. 
I  value  fieedom  too  much  to  do  so.  It  must 
be  for  you  to  decide.  You  shall  return  when 
it  is  right,  and  you  shall  be  the  judge." 

I  will  then,"  answefed  Algernon  Grey ; 

and  now  let  us  forth,  for  I  confess  I  feel  the 
sir  of  imprisooment  very  heavy ;  and  the  lock 
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of  jonder  door,  wbich  my  &ir  tnmkey  has  left 
tinguardedljr  open,  is  a  chain  upoa  my  spirits.** 

"  No,  not  uuguardedly,"  replied  Agnes ;  **lmt 
I  was  quite  sure  that,  for  my  sake^  yoa  would 
not  take  a  step  beyond  without  permi^ioa,  when 
I  came  to  see  yoo.  Oh,  I  know  yoa  right  well, 
noble  sir.  Your  conduct  to  me  last  night  was  a 
whole  history;  I  need  no  fiarther  insight. ' 

Indeed,**  said  Algernon  Grey,  taking  his 
bat  from  the  table  as  she  n^oved  a  step  or  two 
towaidii  the  door ;  "  it  you  knew  my  history,  it 
is  a  strange  one ;  bat  still  I  think  yoa  read  it 
right,  if  you  judge  that  in  nothing  I  would 
abuse  your  trust.'* 

I  am  sure  of  it/'  she  said,  leading  the  way 
into  the  ante-room. 

Two  guards  were  seated  there  on  duty;  but 
the  lady's  presence  seemed  a  passport ;  and 
they  made  no  opposition  to  the  prisoner's  exit, 
only  rising  as  he  and  Agnes  passed. 

The  moment  that  the  top  of  the  stairs 
was  reached,  a  chaage  seemed  to  come  over 

the  ffur  girl's  demeanomr*    So  long  as  she 
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had  been  in  the  iqmrtments  of  the  prisoner,  a 
dmid  sort  of  heaitalioo  seemed  to  hug  about 
ber^  restraiaiDg  her  words  and  even  her  move* 
ments;  bnt  tbe  instant  she  had  passed  the 
door  of  his  prison,  her  heart  and  spirit  were 
uncbamed  again* 

''Not  down  therSf  not  down  there*''  At 
cried ;  jou  are  ignorant  of  the  castle  and  ita 
manifold  turnings  and  windings.  I  will  lead 
jcm  Ifarengfa  it^  and  try  to  cheer  700  as  we 
go.  Here,  turn  to  the  left;'*  and  taking  her 
WSJ  akmg  a  narrow  passage,  diroogh  the  tall 
windows  of  wfaieh  streamed  a  pale  and  uncev- 
tain  light,  she  walked  on,  till  a  short  staircase 
of  tm  or  mx  steps  led  diem  down  to  a  broad 
faaleoDy^  running  along  the  &Ge  of  the  western 
part  of  the  buiidingy  aud  looking  down  inlo  the 
eoort.  Here  she  pained  fcr  a  moment,  and 
Alg^mcm  Grej  took  his  place  by  her  side, 
gazing  tboughtfuUjr  at  the  number  of  servants 
sad  inflh,  II »  wh^  wm  still  crossing  aad  X0> 
crossing  the  open  space  below,  like  so  many 
ante  on  dwr  bvay  IsibouiB* 
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*'Thi8  castle  and  the  sights  that  it  presentSi** 
said  Agnes,  after  a  moment's  meditation,  al- 
ways make  me  more  or  less  thoughtful  at  every 
moment  when  one  has  time  for  thought.  There, 
on  the  right,  is  what  they  call  the  liupert'a 
building,  the  oldest  part  of  the  castle,  it  is 
said;  and  I  know  not  why,  but  I. cannot  look 
at  its  ornamented  windows,  and  rich  arches, 
without  thinking  of  all  the  changes  that  have 
taken  plape  in  this  small  spot  since  it  was 
raised  See,  liow  busily  they  go  along,  and 
how  gaily  too,  as  if  there  had  nerer  been  any* 
others  before,  or  would  come  others  after*'' 

And  they  are  right,"  answered  Algernon' 
Grey.  **  Why  should  men  lose  the  happioes* 
of  the  moment  by  thinking  of  its  short  dura* 
lion?  A  certain  portion  of  lift  only  is  giren  ta 
each  human  being;  andt  so  to  enjoy  that 
portion  that  our  acts  shall  stain  no  part  with 
regret,  and  shall  lay  up  no  store  of  Tengeanee 
against  us  ibr  the  future,  ii^  methi&ks,  the 
wisest  policy,  as  well  as  the  truest  religion." 
And  do  you  thmk  so,  tooP^  exclaimed  A  gnea^ 
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turning  suddenly  towards  him  with  a  bright 
snule ;  am  glad  of  it;  for  aometimes  I  am 
indioedy  when  L  have  heard  a  grave  discourse 
of  worldly  vanities  aod  mortal  pleasures,  to 
think  myself  no  better  than  a  butterfly  or  a 
bird,  because  I  am  so  happy  in  my  Uttle  day 
of  sonahine.  We  have  men  here,  who  speak  so 
haidly  of  the  brevity  of  mortal  eziateDce,  that 
I  cannot  but  tiiink  that  they  feel  dissatisfied 
90  small  a  portion  is  allowed  them.''  « 

^Wbea  I  hear  such  men/'  answered  Al- 
gernon Grej',  "  and  there  aie  many  of  thcni  all 
over  the  world,  they  leave  a  very  difiisrent  im— 
pression  on  my  mind  from  that  which  they 
eipeet  to  produce.  They  can  have  very  little 
confidence  in  an  everlasting  fiituie»  who  dwell 
90  mournfully  upou  the  shortness  of  the  present. 
To  enjoy  God's  blessings,  and,  from  the  hearty 
to  thank  Him  for  all^  is  to  honour  Uim  by  the 
best  sacrifice  'we  can  ofier — at  least,  so  it  seems 
to  me ;  and  we  may  be  right  sore  that^  whea 
we  can  thank  him  from  the  heart,  we  have  not 
enjoyed  amiis." 

■  2 
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^'I  think  80  too,"  answered  Agnes;  «B 
events,  I  know  one  thing,  that  though  I  waM 

strive  to  bear  all  mistbrtunes  without  repining, 
jet,  when  I  am  happy,  I  ever  feel  die  moat 
gratefai  mom  of  tbe  goodam  «>d  mttc,  o£ 
God.  Bat  let  us  come  on;  and  mark  that 
faoilding  there,  diat  one  with  dm  alODy 
escutcheon  on  the  iront ;  you  can  scarcely  see 
it,  I  think,  in  this  dim  light ;  but  some  day  I 
will  tell  .yon  a  stoty  about  it  It  ia  too  sad 
a  one  for  to-nighu  Let  us  pass  down  here; 
and  then,  tnming  to  the  left  again,  I  will  lend 
jou  throng  the  ehapel.'' 

As  the  way  was  now  broader  than  before, 
Algernon  Grey  dvewhis  fiur  eempenkm'a  am 
through  his  own^  turning  as  she  directed  him ; 
and,  but  for  that  light  touch  and  that  sweet 
eompanionship,  his  walk  might  have  heen 
l^oomy  enough ;  for  the  light  faded  rapidly  as 
they  went  on.  The  long  dim  passages  seemed 
damp  and  chiUy,  even  m  diat  ssmmep  eveoiogt 
The  moon  had  not  yet  risen,  but  there  was 
sufficient  light  in  the  sky  to  throw  deapst 
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shadows  from  the  columns  of  masonry  upon  the 
ttit  grey  glesm,  which  atiU  iUonuMted  one  side 
of  the  halls  aod  c<midor8  in  the  Deighbourhood 
of  the  western  casements.  iVgues,  however,  was 
near  him ;  her  haiid  rested  gently  on  his  arm ; 
her  eyes  were  turned  to  his  from  time  to  time,  as 
if  eeeking  the  ezpression  lAdch  gave  point  to  Us 
welds.  And  Algernon  Grey  was  happy ;  iot 
he  felt  as  if  the  dreaais  he  had  been  indulg- 
ing were  realized;  and  yet  he  knew  at  his  heart, 

was  little  better  than  a  dream 
likewise.  But  he  would  act  give  way  to  sad 
ihoo^ts;  for  he  remembered  thathe  shoaUl 
have  time  for  plenty  of  them  in  his  captivity ; 
and  the  newphUoso]^,  to  which  he  had  given 
way,  taught  Inai  to  enjoj. 

Shall  we  see  our  way  across  the  chapel?'* 
aaid  Agnes,  at  length,  pushing  open  a  small 
door  at  the  end  of  a  long  passage  after  descend- 
ing a  few  steps,  and  lookuig  into  a  wide  and 
eptendid  aisle  beyond. 

Oh  yes,'^  cried  Algernou  Grey,  there  is 
plenty  «f  light;''  and,  taking  a  step  fiirwaid. 
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he  led  her  in.  The  air  was  very  dim;  but  yet 
he  could  see  that,  except  the  architectural 
decorations,  the  building  was  destitute  of  aU 
ornament* 

There  is  something,  iiowever,  in  the  Teiy 
atmosphere  of  a  place  destined  for  the  purpoaes 
of  prayer,  which  brings  a  feeling  of  awe  and 
solemn  tneditatiQU  upon  the  heart.  Here  the  peti- 
donaof  thousands  have  ascended  day  after  day 
to  the  throne  difface.  Here  the  Almighty  has 
promised  to  be  present  in  the  midst  of  the  two 
or  three  who  seek  Him  £EuthiuUy;  here  have 
been  all  the  struggle^  that  bare  themselires 
before  the  Almighty  eye ;  here  the  consolatioit 
and  the  hope  derived  from  the  pmre  somce  d 
Almighty  beneficence.  A  crowd  of  grand 
associations,  of  mercies  sought  and  benefits 
received,  rush  upon  the  mind  and  fiU  it  with 
devotion. 

Algernon  Grey  tAt  it  strongly  then,  as — ^with 
that  fair  being  by  his  side,  whom  he  had  piicH 
tected,  comforted,  saved — ^whom  he  loved,  iu 
spile  of  veasont  in  spite  of  nsofaUioB,  in  ^to  of 
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every  effort^ — he  walked  slowly  up  the  nave, 
till  he  stood  with  her  before  the  altar. 

Then  vvliat  thoughts  were  they  that  cauie 
thick  upon  his  mind?  What  memories,  what 
Tisions — dark  and  bright  mingling  together, 
bhck  as  mghi  aad  brilliant  as  the  dawu? 
Whatever  were  the  emotions  in  Agnes's  heart, 
her  hand  slowly  fell  from  his  arm;  and  be 
sirflered  it  to  drop.  How  or  why,  he  knew 
not;  bat  by  an  impulse,  gentle,  yet  irresis- 
tible, he  took  it;  and  there  they  stood  for  a 
moment  before  that  altar^  band  in  hand.  He 
felt  his  fingers  clasping  upon  hers  more  tightly ; 
and,  afraid  of  himself,  of  his  own  heart,  of  his 
own  fhte,  he  drew  her  arm  once  more  through 
his,  and  led  her  with  a  deep,  heavy  sigh,  to  an 
open  door,  through  which  a  faint  gleam  was 
stMucoing, 

There  was  a  lamp  in  the  passage  beyond; 
and,  by  ita  light,  they  passed  through  the 
DOidiem  mass  of  the  building,  and  mounted  the 
steps  to  the  Altan.  The  stars  were  now  shining 
iwthio  esoetdlng  splendmr ;  eadi  bright  spot 


in  Charles's  wane  twinkUng  like  a  Imng  dia- 
mond in  the  deep  blue  uky;  and  the  smail 
pole-star  glisten  mg  high  above,  fixed  and 
immoveable,  like  a  conatant  mind,  while  the 
oihers  whirled  round  it  in  never-ceasing  change. 

**Aj,  this  feels  Hke  fimdom  indeed,**  said 
Algernon  Grey.  ^'I  know  not  how  it  is^  dear 
ladj,  but  the  sensation  of  liberty  is  never  so 
strong  upon  me^  as  in  one  of  diese  bright  dear 
nights.  Daring  the  day,  there  is  a  sort  of 
oppreasive  bondage  in  the  world  and  the 
world's  thoogbts  and  doings— in  the  busj  nialti- 
tudes  that  float  aboot — in  the  very  hum  of 
tongues,  and  the  sight  of  moving  masses  of 
mankind,  which  seems  to  enunp  and  confine  the 
spirit  within  us.  But  here,  with  that  proibund^ 
nnlimited  vault  above,  the  wide  air  all  around, 
and  the  far-off  stars  twinkling  at  immeaaonUe 
distances  through  space,  the  heart  has  room  to 
beat ;  and  the  soul,  upon  the  wings  of  thought, 
wanders  unlettered  through  the  iohnite  crea- 
tion.'' 

^  I  love  net  erowds  ei&er^'^  aBHPend  AgMs; 
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i  yet  it  it  plaaauit  to  me  that  I  have  xaj 
Mow-cmtines  iieer--periui|)6  it  k  a  woiiian*a 
fteliog,  springing  horn  her  weakness;  but  still 
I  woold  rather  not  be  free,  if  I  weie  to  be  aU 
atone  on  earth.  Net  that  I  do  not  often  love 
solitude  and  to  be  aiar  from  the  multitude ;  but 
a  ifild  samble  over  a  moniitain  top»  or  a 
gallop  over  a  wide  open  moor^  is  enough  for  mj 
SDiall  rauge ;  and^  like  the  lark,  after  I  have 
taken  mj  flight  and  sung  my  8ong»  I  am  ever 
ready  to  ibid  my  wiugy  and  sink  to  earth 


The  imiigB  pleased  her  oompamon;  he 

thought  it  very  like  her ;  and  in  such  coo  versa- 
tion  passed  more  than  an  hour,  till  the  round 
e^gie  oi  the  yellow  moon  was  seen  rising  above 
the  fiiogcd  forest,  and  spreading  new  lustre 
over  the  sky. 

^  Here  comes  our  iair  and  bountiful  com- 
panion of  last  night/'  said  Algernon  Grey; 
win  eee  her  liae  into  the  sky  before  I  go;  but 
then,  to  show  how  moderate  and  discreet  I  am, 
•BdtoeMOurage  jcm  to  give  me  aoaae  more  houn 
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of  liberty  heveafter,  I  will  tell  my  fiur  gMler 
that  I  am  ready  to  return  to  my  priaoo." 

^  Strange,'^  said  Agnes,  looking  up  in  hLa  iace 
with  a  soiiley  aad  leaning  a  little  more  heavily 
upon  hia  arm>  strange  that  it  is  I  wIki  muat 
ask  the  prkoaer  to  remaiu  at  large  for  a  while ; 
but  yon  know  not  that  yon  have  a  ▼isit  this 
night  to  make,  to  one»  who  will  thank  you  on 
Agnes  Herbert's  account,  for  all  you  did  last 
nigh^' 

Your  unoki^'' asked  Algernon  Grey. 
'^No^'*  replied  Agnes ;  "it  is  to  a  lady,  aldad 
and  noble  one*  The  Eleotress  Looifia»  ahe  ia 
anxious  to  see  you,  and  bade  me  bring  you  to 
her  whenever  I  hear  her  bell  ring.  It  will  not 
be  long  first;  there  she  sits  in  tiiat  room^  wliere 
the  lights  are  shinii^  tlirough  the  open  win- 
dows; and  when  she  thinks  that  the  bustle  of 
the  day  is  fuUy  o?er  in  the  castle,  she  will  give 
us  notice/* 

She  loves  you  muefa^  I  doubt  notp*'  answeoed 
Algernon  Grey.  '"Tia  strange  to  find  here 
one  of  my  own  fidr  oonntrywooiiiiy  domiriled 
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in  a  (liferent  land^  and  so  linked  v/iiL  u  ioreign 
face.  There  can  be  no  relationship,  surely, 
between  jou  and  this  Palatine  house?" 

"  The  Electicss  calls  me  cousin,"  answered 
Agnes  with  a  smile,  at  the  half-put  quesdon; 

but  it  is  a  far  and  not  easily  traced  relationship. 
Mine  is  a  strange  history,  my  noble  deliverer ; 
bat,  doobtlesB,  evefj  one's  is  strange,  if  we  knew 
it  all — yours,  you  say,  as  well  as  mine  ?'* 

Most  strange,^  answered  Algernon  Grey; 

and  if  we  meet  often,  I  must  tell  it  to  you— 
Tee,  I  will,'*  he  repeated  in  a  low  murniur,  as  if 
speaking  to  himself;  but  then  added,  **not 
now,  not  now,  I  cannot  tell  it  now*" 

**  Whatever  it  is,"  said  Agnes,  I  am  sure  it 
will  show  nought  but  honour  and  hig^  deeds  on 
your  part — I  have  had  proois  of  it ;  and  as  you, 
like  other  men,  hare  mii^led  in  the  woild,  your 
sUHj  will  be,  doubtless,  one  of  action ;  while 
mine  is  more  the  history  of  my  race  than  of 
myseU^  fiir  I  lunre  done  nought  and  sufibred 
little  in  this  life.  Spoiled  by  kind  ihends;  sup- 
posed, protected,  and  left  to  follow  my  own 


nffl  often,  perhaps,  a  limjwMd  one— ^tmnoi, 
m  yet,  I  hsfe  not  known;  no  strong  emotion^ 

either  of  grief  or  joj,  hare  vkiled  mj  breast  j 
ad  tlie  part  of  life  abeady  gone  kas  lapied  away 
like  a  monmig  dream  in  pkasaot  bat  itimt 
images,  scarce  worLhj  llie  rcaicmbraacc.  I  on 
diall  tell  ne  yonr  hiatoiy*  if  yon  will;  but  I 
oannot  promiio  yet  to  be  aaainoeref  mine  beii^ 
as  I  have  said,  the  history  of  othen  xmtber  than 
my  own," 

^'I  will  tell  mine,  nevertheless,"  answered 
Algernon  Orey.  It  were  better  that  one*  at 
least,  sboold  know  it." 

As  he  spoke,  they  heard  a  bell  riag;  and 
Agnea  exclaimed,  That  is  the  signal  of  the 
Eiectress.  liow  come  with  me;'' and»  leading  the 
\7aj  into  the  castle  again,  she  ascended  a  long 
spixBl  Btairraip  in  one  of  the  small  towen^  and 
then,  prooeediag  along  a  well  lighted  eimidaiv 
ahe  passed  the  top  of  •  broad  of  aleps 
ezaody  ^posits  to  a  laige  daor  sarmooated 
by  a  gilt  coronet.  A  few  steps  farther  on, 
nteied  a  aesall  saon  «n  the  light,  wben^  to  tbe 


Digitized  by  Google 


61 


ri|^  mgm,  mm  Mn  another  door  appMenftly 
leediog  into  die  cbamberjr  one  entrwioe  of 

wliich  the  J  had  abready  passed.  Here  Agnes 
pemed  ead  knoclEed ;  and  &  aweet  Yoioe  fiom 
within  iostauliy  axiftweredy  Come  in,  deair 
fliyUL**  The  kdj  thes  opened  thedooi^  and» 
beckoning  Algernon  Gxey  to  £bUaw»  advanced 
into  the  room»  which  I  have  akeady  described 
as  the  aeene  of  Agncs'a  interview  with  tibe 
Electress  Dowager  in  the  momiiig. 

With  a  ciiiai  and  stately  step,  and  his  fmc 
duNightfiil  eyea  bent  fiirwaid  on  die  fiwe  oS  the 
£Iectrea9»  Aigemon  Grey  cane  after  his  iauc 
ccndofftor  at  the  distance  of  a  &w  steps. 
LoQiaa  Jnliana  gated  at  hiaa  steadily  for  m 
iartantj  and  th^  bent  her  head  with  a  digni- 
fied aiiv  aa  Agnes  presented  him  to  bee 

''Be  seated^  sir,"  she  said»  pointing  to  a 
chair  near;  ''and  ^ou,  my  sweet  cousin^  come 
hither  hsaidr  ase*  Here  ia  yonr  aeesstoned 
piace*" 

Algernon  Grey  took  the  seat  she  assigned 
him;  and^  leaning  hia  am  with  easjf  gam  spfer 
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the  back,  he  turned  towards  the  Elec  tress, 
whilst  die  proceeded  to  bbj,  have  fifst,  sir, 
to  oSex  you  my  thanks  for  your  gallants  I  might 
almost  call  it,  heroic  conduct  last  night,  in 
saving  the  life  of  my  sweet  consiii  hece,  who  is 
as  dear  to  me  as  if  she  were  my  child.  Accept 
them,  therefore,  I  beg;  and  beBeve  me,  it  is 
with  pain  I  find  my  son  has  thought  himself 
called  upon  to  deprive  you  of  your  liberty  for 
a  less  fortnnate  event" 

«<I  merit  no  thanks,  your  Higbness^*'  answered 
Algeruou  Grey ;  I  have  but  done  that  which 
any  man  of  good  breeding,  not  a  coward,  wonld 
do  in  similar  circumstances ;  nor  can  I  even 
claim  the  lady's  gratitude ;  for  when  I  weui  to 
give  her  aid,  I  really  knew  not  who  she  was. 
I  will  not  deny,  indeed,  that  the  pleasure  of 
the  act  was  more  than  dooUed,  when  I  found 
who  was  the  object  of  it ;  bat  surely,  a  thing 
which  affords  such  great  satisiaction  to  the 
giver,  deserves  no  thanks  from  the  receiver. 
'Tis  done  for  his  own  pleasure ;  and  his  own 
pleasure  be  his  reward/' 
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*^  It  would  be  a  hareh  doctrine  on  any  odier 

lips  but  ^ours/'  replied  the  Electress  Dowager, 
while  Agnes  shook  her  head  with  a  smile; 
^*  nor  can  I  admit,''  continued  Louisa  Juliana, 
that  every  man  of  good  breeding,  not  a 
oowaid,  would  do  the  same.  I  fisar  mncb»  my 
noble  young  iriend,  that,  pick  all  the  world, 
you  would  not  find  ten  such.  We  have  a  sad 
pioof  of  it—yoQ  weie  the  only  one  who  went 
to  her  rescue*'' 

I  was  more  near  dum  any  one,"  answered 
AJgemon  Grey;  ^so,  still,  that  is  no  title, 
lady ;  however,  I  am  well  pleased  it  has  been 
asitis." 

The  men,  who  do  best  service,''  answered 
the  Electress,  are  always  those  who  require 
least  thanluL    I  hove  found  it  so  through 

life. — But  now  I  have  other  things  to  speak 

or 

Agnes  rose  as  if  she  would  have  withdrawn ;. 

but  the  Electress  stopped  her,  saying,  Stay, 
stay,  my  child;  you  shall  be  of  our  eounsd;  I 
know  that  1  can  trust  you*** 
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Agnes  reseated  herself  in  silence,  but  looked 
somewhat  anxiously  to  the  face  of  Algernon 
Grey,  with  feelings  upon  which  we  must  pause 
for  a  moment.  She  was  a  very  young  diplomatist. 
She  had  not  learned  the  art  of  that  craft,  as  it 
was  practised  in  those  days — I  trust  less  in  the 
present — and  she  was  not  aware,  that  to  deceive 
a  friend  or  benefactor,  to  lead  one  who  has 
aided  and  assisted  us,  into  a  dangerous  and 
difficult  position,  is  a  stroke  of  skill,  and  not  a 
mark  of  baseness.    A  sudden  doubt  came  over 
her,  lest  the  questions  which  the  Elec tress  was 
about  to  put — ^lest  even  the  visit  to  her  apart- 
ments might  be  painful  and  unpleasant  to  him 
who  had  ventured  life  to  save  her ;  and,  though 
she  saw  not  how  she  could  have  escaped  from 
such  a  task,  she  was  very  sorry  that  she  had 
undertaken  it.    ^Vfter  one  brief  glanire  then, 
she  withdrew  her  eyes,  and  remained  gizing  at 
some  objects  on  the  table,  till  the  Toice  of  the 
Electress,  speaking  after  a  somewhat  locg  pause, 
roused  her,  and  she  listened. 

'^You  have  come  from  Ejigland,  idr,  lirj 
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latelj^  I  think,*^  said  Louisa  J ullana,  fixing  her 
eyes  apon  Algernon  Grey. 

"  Not  so,  your  Highness,"  replied  the  young 
gentleman ;  "  I  have  been  absent  from  my  na- 
tive land,  now,  for  a  long  time,  frequenting  the 
?arious  courts  of  Europe,  and  studying  the 
manners  of  other  nations.  On  my  way  back, 
I  received  letters  at  Genoa,  which  made  me 
resolve  to  remain  some  time  longer  out  of 
England ;  but  I  have  not  seen  aught  of  it  for 
more  than  five  years." 

"Methinks  you  are  very  young,"  said  the 
Electress,  "  to  be  such  a  traveller.  Doubtless 
yoa  have  forgotten  all  about  the  court  of 
England." 

**  Oh,  no,"  replied  Algernon  Grey ;  "  I  may 
be  older  than  I  seem;  but  certainly  was  not 
young  enough  when  I  departed,  to  forget  aught 
that  was  worth  remembering."  i  ^ 

"'Tis  a  strange  court,"  continued  Louisa 
Juliana ;  "  and  yet,  to  say  truth,  all  courts  are 
strange.    Do  you  know  the  king  ?"  i 

The  question  was  somewhat  abrupt ;  but  the 
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yoQBg EogliabinaD lepUcd immeifistdy ;  "Ob* 

yes,  I  know  him  weU^  wUbout  being  oae  of 
the  mimons  or  the  &foimla8  of  the  court.'* 

''Andy  doubdeiBy  have  been  trailed  by 
him  7*  rejoined  the  Electress^  in  a  sort  of 
citedunng  tone— he  is  a  mse  aod  vittf 
aooaich." 

I  know  not  any  mark  of  trust  that  he  has 
ever  g^ven  me/'  replied  Algermm  Grey ;  aad 
hm  courlierB  give  him  right  good  cause  to  be 
vrit^  as  well  as  to  be  vmo.  I  have  ahfmye 
remarked^  that  where  there  is  much  c£  this  lip- 
service  there  is  little  real  loyalty^  and  that 
downftk  are  preceded  by  the  most  servile 
adulation  of  power.  I  trust  it  may  not  be  so 
in  our  day." 

You  doubt  it,''  replied  the  Eleetxess;  and 
I  thinkitmay  be  so;  for  I  always  doubt  it»  too. 
This  court  is  full  of  flatterers  as  well  as  jouis. 
Tliey  would  persaademysondiat  heisagod,  as 
they  persuade  your  monarch  that  he  is  a  Solo^ 
mon.  Fortunately,  fate  holds  out  no  odhr  to 
King  James  of  another  crown  ;  and  evtsk  if  it 
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did,  be  woald  never  stietch  foith  a  hand  to 

reach  it.  Here  we  are  in  a  difioreat  position. 
The  diideni  of  Bohemia,  which  bejood  all 
doubt  will  be  offined  to  the  Elector  in  a  iew 
iKj%  will  find,  I  fear,  a  more  ambiiious  candi- 
date, and  one  who  may  not  calculate  eo  well 
the  means  to  the  end.** 

Algernon  Grey  was  silent ;  for  be  felt  that 
the  subject  was  a  difficult  one  to  speak  upon  ; 
but,  after  waiting  for  a  tew  moments,  the  Eiec- 
tress  added :  "  What  say  you,  ia  it  not  6o  ?" 

"  Really,  your  Highness,  I  cannot  answer,** 
replied  her  visitor ;  I  have  never  spoken  with 
die  Elector  on  the  subject — I  have  <mly  seen 
him  once. 

Louisa  Juliana  gazed  at  him  steadfasdy,  and 
dien  said,  with  a  smile :  ^  Come,  oome.  Master 
Grey,  kt  us  be  ctndid  with  each  other.  Thus 
stands  the  case*  The  Elector  is  wealthy, 
poweifbl  in  his  own  dominions,  doabtiess,  a  wise 
and  warlike  Prince,  but  at  the  same  lime  to  grasp 
and  hold  a  crown  requires  a  ruthlessness  which 
he  doee  not  pomess.   What  is  the  Palatinate 
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pitted  against  the  empire?   What  can  giTe 

even  the  seeming  of  success  to  such  a  struggle^ 
except  potent  and  immediate  foreign  aid.— 
Will  jour  king  give  it.  Master  Grey  ?" 

"Reallj,  your  Highness,  I  cannot  tell,'* 
answered  Algernon^  a  good  deal  soiprised  at 
the  lady's  tone. 

^'  Methinks  not,**  condnued  Looisa  Jnliaaa. 

He  is  a  wise,  but  most  pacific  king;  wasting 
ia  subtleties  those  powers  of  mindj  aud  in 
pageantry  and  reyelting  those  vast  material 
resources,  which  are  most  needful  to  keep  a 
turbulent  and  energetic  people  under  even 
wholesome  nde,  which,  wisely  employed^ 
would  be  successful,  but  which,  thus  foolishly 
squandered,  will  leave  a  debt  that  nought  bat 
the  best  blood  in  the  land  can  iripe  out.— * 
Forgive  me.  Master  Grey,  that  I  thus  speak  of 
yomr  sovereign ;  but  see,  what  does  he  do  now 
in  my  son's  case?  What  energy^  what  ac- 
tivity does  he  display  in  behalf  of  his  owa 
child 

«i  But  small,  I  fear,  madam,"  answered  Al- 
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gemon  Grey ;  bat,  perhaps,  if  he  see  duiger 
menace,  he  may  do  more. — However,  I  know 
so  little  of  the  court  of  England,  that  I  have 
DO  light  to  fcrm  a  judgment^ 

Louisa  Juhana  shook  her  head :  "  You  are  a 
d^lomatist,"  she  said;  ''and  for  so  young  a 
one,  a  wise  one ;  for  I  have  heard  that  the 
chief  skill  of  that  intricate  art  consists  in  three 
negatives :  ^  Not  to  knovr  more  than  enough ; 
not  to  say  more  than  enough;  and  not  to 
see  more  thaa  enough/* 

Indeed,  your  Highness  does  me  vmmg,** 
jpeplied  the  young  Englishman;  "  I  belong  to 
no  such  base  craft;  for  I  cannot  hold  the  task 
of  deoeiving  to  be  aught  than  dishonourable, 
the  task  of  concealing  aught  but  pitiful.  I  aui 
no  ^lomatist,  I  can  assure  you ;  not  even  of 
that  better  kind,  who»  like  the  great  Duke  of 
Sully,  make  it  their  boasi  to  frustrate  dishonest 
cn&  by  vrise  honesty 

"  Then  you  are  greatly  mistaken  here,"  re- 
joined the  Electress  Dowager;  "for  every  one 
thinks  yon  have  been  sent  over  by  King  James 
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Id  see  how  the  land  ties,  and  gm  adriee  or 

promise  of  aasistaace  accordiDglj." 

Algernon  Grej  laughed:  *^Yoar  HighDen 
will  pardon  me*"  he  said;  ^but  I  beaeedi  7m 
to  believe  me,  wheo  I  tell  joa,  that,  a  mere 
hoj  when  I  quitted  the  eonrt  of  England,  I  wm, 
XBOoUected  dim  bj  firiends  and  enenici^  kings 
and  statesmen,  but  as  a  mere  boy  still.'* 

«^HnriiP  cried  the  EleetreM,  rainng  her 
hand ;  some  ona  knocka.  See  who  it  ia»  my 
Agaes.  I  thought  we  should  be  firee  from  in^ 
temqption.'* 

Agnes  Herbert  ran  l^btly  to  the  great  dooi% 
opened  them  pmrtly,  and,  after  speaking  a  few 
words  to  some  one  withont,  closed  them  ml 
returned,  saying  in  a  low  Toiea ;  ^  The  Electoi^ 
w^i|ify^  with  the  cotmsdkr  CSamenrins^  is 
ooming  np^  and  has  sent  fiirwaid  a  psge  to  asgr 
he  wishes  to  confer  with  you** 

''He  must  not  be  found  here,*  cried  the 
ElectresE^  lodung  at  Algernon  Grey ;  quick, 
take  him  into  my  dressing-room ;  then,  when 
yon  hear  that  they  am  all  anived,  lead  him 
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Aomu  by  the  gveac  itaiieMe  and  vwmf  oot  iipoQ 

the  Altaa.r— Qttkk^  Agnea,  qiiiekl~Adi8ii» 

Master  Grej;  we  will  talk  farther  another 

With  a  sign  to  hira  whom  we  now  may 
mil  edl  her  lorer,  Agnes  ran  to  the  small 
dcwr  to  die  kft  of  the  Electmi^  essctly  opp^ 
ttte  to  that  by  which  they  had  entered^  and 
Ibmr  it  epen.  AM  derii  beyond;  bat 
Algernon  Ghrey*  tkom^  lie  mm  mat  fend  of 
Mrh  secrecy,  followed  the  fair  guri  with  an  in- 
dbietioD  te  tbe  Efeetme  Dewa^ ;  and^  diaw-* 
ing  the  door  gently  to  behind  themy  Alice  took 
his  hand^  saying: — will  guide  you ;  but  we 
mest  opm  dne  oAer  doot  s  litde^  to  know 
irhen  they  pass;"  andy  advaneiDg  a  step  or  two, 
lbs  opeMd  m  dwrit  ef  the  door,  whtdi  eeeined 
to  lead  oat  opeo  the  g^t  ceicider  at  the  top 
of  the  slaiis. 

b  a  few  ■anifte^  the  woaaA  ef  fbetstepe 
ssached  them,  and  a  Toice  speakings  which  Alger- 
non  Grey  recollected  well  as  that  of  the  Elector. 
Ibey  hemd      gCMt  doen  tfnown  open  end 
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ckmed  again;  and  then  the  yoong  £ng)Ml^ 

man  whispered :  —  **  We  can  go  now,  I 
think/' 

Hush !"  replied  Agnes ;  there  is  some  one 
going  down  the  steps."  The  next  instant  a 
xonndt  firt»  but  aomewhat  cracked  yoiot  ivai 
heard  to  exclaim: — So  you  have  caged  the 
birds,  Joachim.— Now  let  na  wait  hm  and 
watch  till  they  take  flight  again ;  and  I  will  in* 
struct  thee  in  the  sciences  of  courts." 

More  likely  to  instruct  one  in  the  acieiiee 
of  pottle  pots  and  great  tuns,"  anaweied  a 
younger  voice. 

'^It  ia  the  fool  and  the  page,"  whispaied 
Agnes,  waiting  on  the  landing  five  or^ 
steps  down.   How  shall  we  get  out?"' 

^  Cannot  we  go  by  the  staircase  which  lad 
us  hither  ?"  rejoined  Algernon  Grey. 

"We  must  cross  the  top  of  the  great  alaip- 
case,"  answered  Agnes;  and  they  can  see  op 
to  the  very  door.  We  had  better  wait  where 
we  are.— Haric  1  they  are  speaking  in  the  othsr 
room ;  we  must  keep  aa  still  aa  death." 
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Algemon  Grey  made  no  lefdy,  bnt  lemained 

fitaadiijg  close  beside  her ;  and  in  the  silence 
thej  presenred^  a  great  part  of  tbe  doable  con- 
venation  that  went  oui  in  the  chamber  of 
the  Electress  Dowager^  and  on  the  lauding  of 
the  etttrs  was  distinctly  aodible  to  the  ears  of 
die  young  pair.  A  part,  indeed,  was  loat»  or 
conveyed  very  little  meaning;  but  what  was 
heard,  for  some  time  made  a  strange  medley 
of  ceremonious  courtesy  and  broad  vulgarity^ 
questions  of  policy  and  absurd  jest  Sometimes 
tlus  extraordinary  cross  reading  turned  epigram-* 
matically,  sometimes  gave  tbe  most  curioub 
eoonter-sense ;  and  it  was  di£Bcult  to  ascertain 
at  ail  times  whence  the  voices  proceeded,  so  as 
to  know  whether  the  reply  was  addre&>ed  to 
the  sentence  just  heard  before,  or  to  one  that 
preceded  and  had  been  lost. 

know  ri^t  well,  counsellor  Cameraxins, 
what  axe  your  opinions,  and*  on  what  they  are 
founded,"  were  the  first  words  audible.  But 
immediately  a  meny  hot  coarse  voice  said:— 
^£leven  bottlesof  sack  a  day^  agoid  chain  and 
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m  fook'a  cap  aie  no  ihingi  to  be  hfjudj  ie« 
spected,  Master  Joachim.^ 

''But  hear  me.  your  Higluicsi^*  wtiA  anoCMV 
voice^    jou^  I  know,  are  aiways  amenaMr  to 
leasoDj  and  jou  must  not  prejudge  me,  nof 
inppoae  tbat  I  am  biaHad  bj  onffinaffj 
tivea.* 

"  If  what  a  fool  thinka  were  to  guide  men  af 
naaoB/  taid  anodwr  tongoe;  '  a  fiioVa  cap 
and  bells  would  be  aa  good  as  the  crown 
Bolienia.* 

^We  mmt  dimm  tUa  gmtatjaOf  daanat 

mother^  without  passion  or  prejudioe»*  waa 
tlie  nest  sentence ;  ^  gieat  inlesaata  am  M 

atake,  jour  son's^  the  JPiot^tant  leligioDy  ibo 

liberty  of  Germany, — ^ 

^Tbe  gmt  tm  of  VMAAmcg  hamM  ot 
wine,"  exclaimed  tbe  jmcj  longae  of  the 


1*  

)Mrii 

o 

;  he  woold  atiU  aboni  fima  the  bottoaa  of 

the  vaL  and  make  empty  bubbles  on  the  topy  as 
fbll  of  noise  aa  a  petaid.^* 
« Nothing  neie  is  wanting  to  ahatlar  the 
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vImJc  eonBdHrtMi  of  Aob  ttofit^^  Cwownunus 
wm  kemd  to  saj,    tism  ditanioa  aoioiigpl  the 

Protestant  princes^  the  fall  of  that  kiDgtlom 
which  has  first  raised  the  voice  against  tjrmanj, 
oppnae^m,  and  aapentitiooy  aod  the  rejection 
of  a  proferred  crown  bj  the  oaly  sovereign 
priaee  vIm  is  qualtfiad  to  guide  the  maicb  of 
events  bj  power^  talent,  and  influence*'* 

^  Give  me  xeMOB  and  a  good  supper,'*  asid 
liiepage; 

^  But  iiave  jou  an  offer  thereof?"  asked  the 


K  I  had  the  ruk^  yoa  shoold  have  xnoae,* 

said  the  jester,     but  a  good  whipping  and  a 
toieid." 
<c  The  sceptre  of  Bobeana^* 


*  A  ceaDeonib  againsi  •  pege^  iiMiber«* 

At  the  feet  of  your  Highness's  soq,  witk 
eB  the  advantages,  whicb— * 

The  KonigWtool  asid  theHeiligbeig  iqma 
jfour  head  for  a  mad  ;  jou  have  nntrussed 
WHj  jeMn  and  kt  mj  fill  eat  * 
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"  No  modves.  of  penonal  ambitioii,  no  hope 
or  expectation  of  renown,  nay,  not  even  the 

voice  of  an  oppressed  people  would  induce  me, 
dearest  mother/' 

^'  Though  the  gods,  and  goddesses  were  to 
come  down  upon  earth  to  wash  themselves  in 
the  fountains  of  the  gardens,  yon  woald  still  be 
an  ass  and  drink  deep  to  the  increase  of  jour 
carcass,  and  the  perdition  of  yoor  soul.** 

^  Notwithstanding  which,  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  Bohemia  is  not  to  go  for  nothing; 
and,  when  added  to  that,  is  the  muntenanoe 
of  the  Protestant  rehgion  in  merely  its  just 
rights  and  Uberties— * 

^  A  whoreson  varlet  vrith  legs  like  a  black- 
smith's toDgs  i  feet  like  the  ace  of  diamonds, 
andshooldeis  vastly  too  intimate  with  his  eare.** 

''Thoee  who  coold  advise  the  prince  to  g^ve 
a  decided  refusal  to  suck  aa  appeal — ** 

But  here  Algernon  Grey  called  off  the 
attention  oi^  his  fair  companion  from  the  curious 
conversation  which  they  overheard,  by  gently 

toaching  her  hand  and  saying:— ^Methinka^ 
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we  must  liaten  to  this  no  Ioi^ct,  sweet 
ladv." 

How  can  we  avoid  it  T*  rejoined  Agnes  in 
a  whispero  To  dose  either  of  the  doors  now» 
would  ije  worse  than  to  risk  and  go  boldlj 
down  the  stairs.*' 

Then  let  us  go  boldly,"  answered  Algernon 
Grey.  "It  were  better  to  risk  anything  per- 
aonally,  methinkst  than  to  overhear  what  is  evi- 
cbntiy  not  intended  for  our  ears,'^ 

^ToQ  are  right/  said  Agnes^  ''yon  are 
sight-^I  only  feared*— bat  no  matter  for  per* 
sonal  fears ;  they  shall  not  stop  me  from  doing 
what  I  ought.  Let  us  oome,  then  f  and  ad- 
vancing a  step^  she  opened  the  door  upon  the 
corridor  and  went  out. 

There  was  a  large  lamp  suspended  opposite 
to  the  door  of  the  Electress  I>owager,  casting 
a  fiill  light  Qpoa  the  stairs.  In  the  comer  of 
the  landing,  leaning  with  one  1^  cast  over  the 
other^  wa^  a  iat,  ishort,  red-faced  mau^  dressed 
in  the  motley  garb  of  the  fools  of  those  days ; 
while^  opposite  to  him»  lolling  against  the 
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bahiitrade^  was  a  lad  of  acme  aurtieen  or  sevatt* 

teen  years  of  age>  habited  in  the  spieadid  cos- 
tame  of  the  Electoral  pages.  Adducing 
atnught  towards  them,  and  desoeoding  the 
stairs  with  a  calm  counteuaQce^  Algernon 
Grey  passed  on  side  by  side  with  Agues  Her« 
bert.  The  page  moved  and  drew  himseif  up» 
doffing  his  boaoet  as  they  went  by;  but  the 
jester,  with  the  usual  lioeiise  of  his  caUiBgb 
remained  in  hitf  comer  unmoved^  shutting  one 
eye  and  fixing  the  other  keen  grsy  oih  upon 
the  lady  with  aa  inqoisitm  stare.  The  mo^ 
uicat  she  and  her  companion  iiad  passed,  how* 
ever,  he  stuck  his  tongue  into  his  cheek  and 
winked  knowingly  to  the  page,  who  replied 
merely  by  a  low  laugh. 

"  What  will  come  of  it»  Master  Jo«shtm 
asked  the  jester^  after  a  pause* 

''Nay,  I  know  not,"  replied  the  youdi; 
''love  and  marriage^  I  suppose.*' 

'*  Nay,  love  won't  come,''  said  the  jester; 
"ibr  he  is  there  alraady;  aad  maniage  may 
come^  or  may  not,  as  the  gods  will  have  it; 
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faol,  if  I  were  pvettf  Ifrs.  Agnee  Herbert^  I 
would  take  that  long  fellow  to  the  buttery,  aud 

give  him  a  toast  and  two  or  three  botilea  of 
Bdfgondy  wine.  She  la  afinad  of  doing  bo, 
Sx  fear  of  beiug  ibuod  out;  but^  methialu^ 
it  would  be  the  seal  of  matrimony,  which 
Heaven  send  her  epeedily;  for  the  walking 
about  in  the  passages  of  this  old  castle  is 
eomewfaat  like  to  ehill  the  litdc  god,  Cupid's 
brother,  who  ia  known  to  be  rather  agniah." 

la  the  mean  while  Agnes  and  Algernon 
Grey  walked  on  and  paaaed  through  the  lower 
part  of  the  castle,  and  upon  the  Aitan  i^ain. 
There  she  paused  widi  a  mouientary  hesita- 
tion; for  flhe  felt  how  sweet  a  thing  liberty 
must  be  to  her  companiou,  and  she  could 
not  find  it  in  her  heart  to  say  that  it  was 
time  to  return  to  his  prison*  Did  any  per- 
sonal feelings  mingle  with  her  reluctance? 
Was  die  unwilling  to  part  with  him  so  soon  ? 
Who  eyer  felt  a  joy  that  was  not  grieved  to 
lose  it?  and  Agnes  Herbert  had  been  very 
happy  by  the  side  of  Algemon  Grey. 
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He  saved  her  the  paia  of  speekiiig^  however^ 

by  divining  her  thoughts  ere  they  were  told. 

^^Methinks,  dearest  lady,"  he  said,  ''that  it 
must  be  time  for  me  to  return,  and  tsar  you 
to  go  to  other  occupations,  though  your  kind 
heart  wiU  not  tell  me  so.  Let  os  on  towards 
my  tower,  however.  My  heart&it  thanks  are 
due  for  the  alleviation  you  have  given  me, 
and  I  would  not  for  the  world  min^e  one 
pain  with  the  pleasure  you  must  feel  in  such 
an  act.** 

My  only  pun,**  replied  Agnes,  walking  on 
beside  him,  ^'is,  that  you  must  return  at  alL 
Hie  Electress  Dowager,  I  think,  may  call  ibr 
me  again,  or  I  would  say,  stay  longer." 

They  were  not  long  ere  they  reached  the 
foot  of  the  stairs  leading  up  to  the  phoe 
of  Algernon's  imprisonment  —  it  seemed  to 
him,  indeed,  marvellously  short  —  and  there 
he  stopped  to  bid  her  fiuewell  for  the  n^t. 
True,  he  might  have  done  so  as  well  above; 
bat  there  the  guards  tenanted  the  antechamber ; 
and  fieelingi  which  he  woold  not  own  to  himself 
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made  him  mwilling  to  have  whneases  to  his 
partiDg  with  her. 

**  Farewell,  dear  lady/'  he  said,  pressing  her 
hMid  in  hie ;  ^  if  yoa  could  tell  the  celaef  aod 
pkaaure  70a  have  afibrded  the  poor  priaonery 
yoar  heart  would,  I  am  sure,  rejoice. — Nay,  I 
feel  thee  it  doe8»  tfaoogh  you  eeonot  know  from 
ezperieuee  how  tedious  the  hours  of  captivity 
am.  Tkauke — a  thooaand  thauha — tot  the 
aoleee  of  the  free  mr,  rendered  trebly  bright 
by  your  sweet  company." 

^Tott  have  no  thanks  to  give,"  she  answered, 
leaving  her  hand  in  his;  do  I  not  owe  you 
everything?  and,  surely,  a  few  hours  from  the 

life  yon  have  saved  is  but  a  poor  offering  fer 
a  grateiui  heart  to  make.  To-morrow  night, 
at  the  same  hoar,  I  know  I  may  promise  to 
eome  again,  and  perhaps  my  nnele  will  eome 
with  me.  Till  then,  I  must  bid  you  adieu. 
Sbep  well ;  and  pleaaant  dreams  be  jomJ* 

He  still  held  her  hand  for  a  moment— he 
si9l  ga^ed  upon  that  fiiir  and  beaming  face 
by  the  pale  light  of  the  lamp  that  hong  npon 
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the  Staircase,  and  aenaations  he  could  hardly 

master  rose  in  his  bosom.  They  frightened 
him,  aody  breakiDg  suddenly  the  spell  that 
held  him,  he  turned  and  mounted  to  the 
chamber^  where  sat  ihe  men  on  guard.  There, 
came  another  adieu,  colder  in  seeming  but  not 
less  warm  in  truth;  and,  entering,  he  himself 
closed  the  door.  He  heard  her  hand  hud  upon 
the  key;  but  it  did  not  turn,  and  the  next 
instant  her  sweet  voice  reached  his  ear,  some- 
what trembling  in  tone,  itf  she  said  to  one  of  the 
guards — Here,  come  and  lock  it — cannot*'* 

**Why,  it  goes  as  easy  as  a  wheel,"  answered 
the  man,  advancing  with  a  heavy  foot^  and  the 
next  moment  the  door  was  locked. 

Agnes  trod  her  way  back  with  a  slow  and 
thoughtful  step  towards  the  corridor  of  the 
apartments  of  the  Electress  Dowager;  but  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairs  she  met  her  unde 
Herbert,  and  the  keen  eye  of  affection  soon 
discovered  that,  from  some  cause,  he  was  agi- 
tated, though  he  endeavoured  to  maintain  hia 
usual  equable  mien. 
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"  What  is  the  matter  ?"  she  said,  clinging  to 
his  arm;  '^yoo  are  disturbed — I  see  it  in  yoor 

'Tis  nothing,  my  Agnes/'  he  said»  nothing. 
So  yon  have  given  yonr  prisoner  his  little  holi* 
day.    llow  did  he  comport  himself?" 

^He  enjoyed  it  mach»'*  answered  Agnes: 
^  in  his  calm  and  serious  manner,  he  showed 
as  much  pleasure  as  i  hoped  he  would  feel." 

"  Aj,  bnt  to  yon,  my  child,"  asked  Herbert, 

was  there  any  difference  this  night  ?" 

"Exactly  the  same  as  ever,''  replied  the 
beautifbl  girl,  with  a  gay  smile ;  banish  all 
fears  and  doubts.  Indeed,  indeed,  you  may. 
I  thought  they  were  gone  for  ever;  for  I 
know  that  such  things  linger  not  in  your  heart ; 
and  when  once  you  trust,  you  trust  implicitly. 
Ton  may  trust  here— on  him — on  me ;  for  not 
one  word  lias  ever  passed  our  lips  that  the 
whole  world  might  not  listen  to.*' 

«'Ti8  well/'  said  her  uncle,  thoughtfully, 
•*   is  well— I  do  trust," 

<*Nay,  but  all  is  not  well,  I  am  sore,^* 
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rejoined  Agnes ;      something  his  troubled 

"  Nothing  but  the  words  of  a  fool,"  answered 
Herbert;  **wui  I  am  a  fool  for  being  trooUed 
bj  diem.  Yet  aomeihiBg  most  be  dooe  to  set 
this  matter  right*  listen,  dear  one ;  I  met,  just 
now,  that  miaefairrocis  idiot,  tbe  Electoc^s  dioU.— 
How  is  it  that  Ben  of  commoa  sense  can 
find  delight  in  the  malicious  drivelling  of  a 
laekwkted  knave  fike  that?  He  spcke  with 
mockery  of  mj  Agnes — said  he  had  seen  her 
taking  kyve's  walk,  which  is  a  crooked  one, 
Ibfth  from  the  bedchamber  next  dm  Dowager 
Electress'  hall,  down  to  the  pleasore  gardens^ 
and  bade  me  look  well  to  my  pretty  imd,  as 
he  called  yoo.  What  nxxe  he  said,  I  need 
not  repeat.  One  cannot  strike  an  idiot,  or  I 
had  Med  him.'' 

A^es  laughed  gaily.  ^y,  nay,"  she  said ; 
^he  has  but  proved  himself  more  fool  than 
ewer.'' 

^  Laugh  not,  Agnes,  in  your  young  inno- 
cence,*'aoeweied  Heibert;  "  no  wammA  name 
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wtuU  be  lightly  qpotted.   Yon  kaow  ituit 

the  slightest  foul  mark  upon  a  pure  n^nitatioa 
remains  for  ever^  breeding  dodils  and  suapieaoiB 
impo^Ue  to  be  removed.  Til  teii  you  what,  my 
child,  I  must  have  done ; — for  it  shall  never  be 
«ii  that  mth  my  will  yoa^m^Ud  angbtyou 
were  ashamed  to  acknowledge.  I  know  that 
the  Princess  bade  yon  brag  him  to  ker»  tboogh 
why  you  pwocd  tbio^gh  that  xoom  I  cannot 
divine ;  but  now  you  fltell  go  to  the  Eloc tress 
Aorwager,  md  tdi  her  Ae  history;  j^m 
shall  petition  itx  leave  to  speak  the  exact 
truth  of  how  and  why  you  were  seen  coming 
Scorn  duA  loom  vUh  the  priiwer,  f  on  wiM 
obtain it^  I  doubt  not;  but  it  &he  should  rehise^ 
I  must  speak  to  her  myself;  for  this  may  rest  aa 
a  ataia  upon  you,  aay  child ;  and  it  must  not 
be.  So  well  do  I  know  you,  Agues,  that  I 
say  boldly  and  fearlessly,  cb  anythoig  yon 
will^  provided  it  be  that  which  you  can  explain 
to  the  whole  world,  when  it  becomes  necessary. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  warn  you,  dear  one, 
never  do  aught  that  you  cannot  explain;  for 
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diplomacj  is  not  a  ladj's  trades  and,  if  it  be 
dangerous  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  it  is  fiUal 
in  those  of  a  woman." 

will  go  to  the  Elec  tress,  at  once,"  an- 
sweied  Agnes;  ''finr  although,  so  fiur  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  I  would  scoS  at  all  idle 
rumours,  jet  were  they  to  give  you  pain,  it 
would  be  no  matter  to  be  scofied  at/' 

*<Go,  Agnes,  go,"  rejoined  Herbert*  ^It  is 
better,  both  &r  you  and  for  me;  when  yom 
hare  once  the  power  of  explaining  all*  I  caie 
not  for  aught  else.  Idle  rumours  affect  me 
not,  Agnes ;  and  foob  may  talk  and  babble 
as  the;  please;  but  doubtful  circumstance^, 
unaccounted  for,  must  not  a^ect  you,  mj 
chikL" 

I  go,  then,"  replied  Agnes ;  and,  mounting 
the  stairs,  she  hurried  to  the  apartments  of  the 
£iecttess  Dowager. 
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Thebb  was  A  lamp  lighted  in  the  chamber  to 

which  AlgemoQ  Grey  returned.  He  tound 
the  room  neatly  ordered^  as  if  care  and  atten- 
tion had  been  bestowed  upon  it ;  and,  in  a  few 
minutes  after  his  return,  a  servant  enteredt 
bearing  materials  for  a  meal  such  as  prisoners 
seldom  taste*  The  man  set  it  down  and  retired 
in  silence ;  but  Algernon  Grey  left  the  supper 
untouched.  For  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
he  strode  up  and  down  the  room  in  deep 
thought ;  and  then^  breaking  off  suddenly,  he 
said,  I  will  go  to  bed  and  sleep*  What  need 
of  troubling  my  mind  with  things  that  may 
never  occur?  Am  I  to  cast  away  every  enjoy* 
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meot  of  this  mortal  hSe,  for  lear  of  their  remote 
consequences?  No,  I  will  guard  my  heart 
finely;  I  will  rule  my  conduct  strictly ;  but  I 
will  not  debar  myself  of  my  sole  solace,  for  fear  it 
should  become  too  sweet.  I  will  go  and  sleep, 
and  these  gloomy  virions  will  take  their  fli^t 
before  the  morning." 

Accordingly,  proceeding  into  the  other 
room,  he  undx^ssed  and  went  to  bed  Neither 
did  bleep  refuse  to  vi&it  iiis  eyelids ;  far  these 
m  &w  things  mm  wearing  and  Mariaoae 
iban  the  dull  lapse  of  soUtacy  houxa  to  m 
active  and  energetic  mind;  but  hk  slumber 
wtaa  jMt  caln ;  it  was  not  of  that  soft  and 
balmy  kind  which  visits  the  pillow  of  careiess 
childhood ;  nor  was  it  cheqoered  with  ti¥iBe 
light  gay  dreams  which  iiover  4}ver  xhe  bed 
of  hopeful  J  outh.  Visions  he  had  many^  but 
they  were  all  mose  or  iess  dack*  all  more  or 
less  troubled;  and  the  aame  iigxms  And  Heataaes 
weoe  an  each.  Two  female  figufca  weie  ever 
paesen^  and  ^ae  waa  Agmea  Herbed.  Bm,  as 
I  Jiave  already  ioucbed  this  theme^  I  will  Aot 
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pause  here  to  enter  into  the  details  of  all  tbii 
imagination  mad  memory  snggested  to  the 
deeping  bniim.  Sofiee  it,  lhat  he  alepl;  without 
repose;  aod  tkit  agitated  feelings,  ruoniiiig 
iBWiterlets  in  unreafloiuiig  alaaibttv  wore  both 
body  and  jniodt  even  doiiug  the  horns  of  rest* 

He  woke  on  the  following  morning  languid 
andnareteshed;  aadyif  hehadlaia'domsoine- 
iKhat  ^^luoQiy  in  his  thoughtj^  neiLt  ii^orning 
fiwBBd  himjadder  and  less  tranquil  stilL 

The  heavy  Imam  JoUed  alowfy  on,  and 
nothing  occurred  throu^ghout  the  morning  to 
hsaak  the  dtU  mnnolony  of  his 
The  servant  brought  in  the  meals, 
die  rooms,  and  showed  towards  him  every  sort 
iif  dvifaty  aod  atteolian*  BoC  etill  it  wbb  smt 
li>«  thut  iUgOBeu  <ri«f  4»ad  find  COB*, 
panionahip,  and  but  lew  woids  pabsed,  th& 
jmmg  gentleman  still  st'wwlfiiig  £at,  woA  le- 
cekving  hot  iarif^  and  insigBificaB^  answen  in 
letnm.  The  sight  even  of  a  human  fiice,  iC  is 
tme,  vras  plenaat  ia  hiM;  bitt  yet  it  eeeiaed 
eadi  time  that  the  man  came  and  went  as  if 
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his  momentary  fmience  and  qiuck  departim 

but  added  to  his  heaviness  of  heart* 

He  longed  fiur  aomebody  with  whom  he 
could  conTene — any  one,  it  mattered  not  whom ; 
and  he  looked  eagerly  for  his  cousin's  prouused 
▼iait;  but  that  day  WiDiam  Lovet  came  not. 
It  is  true  hia  conversation  had  a  great  deal  in  it 
more  irritating  than  pleasant  to  the  cars  of 
Algernon  Grey ;  but  yet  theie  waa  something 
in  companionship,  something  in  old  associa- 
tiona  and  mutual  habits  of  thought  which  he 
fimcied  wonld  be  a  relief;  and  he  ftlt  dis- 
appointment as  the  moments  flew,  and  he  saw 
him  not 

Perhaps  there  might  be  a  desire  to  fly  from 
other  ideas — to  rid  his  mind  of  reEecUon  upon 
matters  on  which  he  did  not  wish  it  to  leati 
but  as  evening  came  on,  and  with  it  that  change 
of  light  which,  without  diminishing  the  luatre 
of  day,  softens  and  saddens  it,  thought  would 
have  way;  and  Agnes  Herbert  was  again 
the  theme,  resolution  contending  with  affec* 
tion,  and  an  honourable  spirit  with  a  warm 
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and  ardent  heart.  He  asked  himself,  '^What 
am  I  &eling?  What  am  I  doing?'^  And 
to  both — though  seemingly  irerj  simple  ques- 
tions— ^he  found  it  difficolt  to  reply.  Tlie 
difficult  exiated  in  the  subtlety  of  man's  heart; 
for  skiltul,  iudced^  must  he  be,  and  well  expe- 
rienced in  the  ways  of  that  dark  and  intricate 
labyrinth,  who  can  hnd  the  path  to  the  arcanum 
at  once.  And  yet  he  remembered  his  sensa- 
tions towards  Agnes  when  he  had  stood  with 
her  in  the  chamber  adjoining  that  of  the 
Electress ;  when  her  hand  touched  his ;  when, 
bending  down  his  head  to  hear  her  whispered 
word^  he  felt  her  warm  fragrant  breath  £m  his 
cheek  like  that  of  the  spring  wind.  Could  he 
not  have  thrown  his  arms  around  her,  and 
clasped  her  to  his  beating  breast,  and  pressed 
warm  kisses  on  those  sweet  Hps,  and  asked  her 
to  be  his— his  for  eret  ?  Could  he  not  at  that 
moment  have  poured  forth,  as  from  a  gushing 
fountain^  the  fhll  tide  of  first  and  passionate 
love,  bearing  all  before  it  on  its  fierce  and 
eager  course  ?   He  felt  that  he  could ;  he  felt 
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tlist  he  bad  fsntntfH  a  oreat  Mol :  jnd  ha 

asked  hinifielf «  *^  rShould  lie  oak  ihe  saioa 
again?  Should  he  aadlynin  into  the  aame 
atroDgaDdtenibletesqitatiim?  lfhedid,iiaa 
it  not  improbable  that  any  circHmstianceft  would 
anae  aoew  to  atren^heB  and  aappoit  hia; 
that  aav  "^'p*^  o£  t^tmA-n^  tbat  auv  haoDT 
accident  would  preseat  iLself  to  enable  or  lead 
Urn  to  fly  fimalhe  iflMnediato  da^^r  ? 

^It  ia  madfiPSH  to  put  it  to  the  basacd,"  he 
dtoug^t  ^'No,  I  will  not  go!--!  will  ttmm 
aone  eaouae,  aiot  to  pahi  her  hkid  and  gentle 
heart;  and,  eTen  if  I  do  show  her  want  of 
rautoaj,  it  ia  bettor  dnn  to  ahow  a  ivant  ef 
honour." 

He  paused  and  pondered  long.    He  diought 

ofwhat  hedlioiiiddo»aMl  whathe  ihould  aay; 

he  coofiidered  bow  he  night  beat  ac^  so  aa  to 
mid  the  perilous  society,  widioot  womding 
4Mto  vhoae  solo  wish  was  to  g^ie  hin  pleaMiaa* 
Vain  thought]  Idle  conwderairions  1  as  they 
always  aoe  with  man.   We  nuseon  imagiQary 

jarmflErfcL^    unA  iliAn  Imiifl  anQa  it.     PfilllPS  ^on 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^■W     ^^^^^^^^^B       ^^^^^^^^H    ^IFl^VHVIW    ^^VV^^^^^^^'    4Kt^B9  ^^^^^^M^I^^^VIV  ^^^^^^^^^M 
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reality  and  knocks  it  down  beneath  our  feet; 

whdb  rtiaetuw  idb;  and  happy  m  k  H 
OHT  best  hopes  and  brightest  happiness  use  net 
crushed  in  the  ruins.  The  last  two  hours— 
thqr  wore  boom  of  MdiCiiioii— 4uid  passed 
rigidly — &r  more  so  than  he  had  imagined. 
He  had  not  heaid  the  Boand  of  the  clodc ;  ho 
had  not  marked  tho  rapid  dedine  of  dbe  aim 
and  the  steady  advance  of  night.  He  saw, 
indeed,  or  rathor  he  felt,  that  darkness  spmd 
through  the  ehamber  in  which  he  sat ;  but  he 
had  rang  for  no  lights^  and  he  changed  not  his 
fom&nu  Ho  reoBUDtd  fixed  with  his  eyes 
bent  upon  the  ground,  his  arm  resting  on  the 
bock  of  the  Amt,  aod  lifae  left  hand  playhig 
muk  hie  enptf  awoidbd^  not  raiaiog  a  look 
eren  towards  the  window,  wiiere  the  glowing 
heaven  shone  in^  radiant  with  the  last  omik 
of  day. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  key 
WM  tamed  in  the  k)di,  and  oomeoBe  keodtcd 
lightly  at  the  door.  He  knew  that  it  was 
Agnes's  hand :  he  felt  sure  of  it  before  he  saw 
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hier;  and,  advaiiciiig  quieklyf  he  gave  her 

admission^  saying  in  a  mingled  tone  of  joj  and 
ndnesB:  ^^Welcome,  weloome«  dear  Iady>  joa 
are  punctual  to  your  hour/' 

Not  quite,'*  answered  Agnes ;  but  I  was 
detained  a  little.  Your  time  of  fieedom  shall 
not  be  abridged,  however;  for  we  can  stay  out 
die  longer— Now,  will  you  come  7'' 

There  was  a  struggle  in  Algernon  Grey's 
heart;  his  lips  would  scarcely  utter  the  words 
he  had  resolved  on ;  and,  perhaps,  had  he  not 
aeen,  as  they  stood  together  at  the  door,  that 
the  antechamber  was  for  the  moment  vacant, 
the  restraint  whidi  the  presence  of  odms 
always  more  or  less  imposes  would  at  once  have 
turned  the  balance  against  resolution.  As  it 
was,  however,  after  a  panae  he  replied: 

Nay»  dear  lady,  you  will  think  me 
churlish  and  morose,  I  fear,  when  I  say, 
it  is  hetter  for  me  not  to  go^  and,  with 
deep  gratitude  and  heart-felt  thanks,  decline 
yonr  kindness.'* 

<(JBut  whyT'  exclaimed  Agnes,  gasing  on 
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him  with  iiirprifle ;  *^  surely^  I  should  think  it 
woaid  be  a  jelieV* 

And  so  it  is,"  he  answered,  a  sweet  and 
joyfhl  one;  but  that  momentary  relief,  dear 
lady,  makes  me  but  feel  the  bitterness  of 
imprisonment  more  painfully  when  it  is  over* 
Believe  me^  it  is  better  I  should  stay." 

His  words,  as  so  irequentiy  happens  with 
words  which  do  not  fully  express  all  the  speaker 
thinks,  had  quite  the  contrary  effect  to  that 
which  he  intended.  They  made  Agnes  Her- 
bert but  the  more  eager  to  comfinrtand  to  soothe 
Umy  to  lighten  his  hours  of  solitude,  to  banish 
the  dark  thoughts  that  seemed  to  oppress  him ; 

d  she  answered:  Nay,  come !  Do  not  give 
way  to  such  gloomy  iancies.  I  will  take  no 
denial.  You  surely  cannot  refuse  a  lady,  when 
die  aaka  your  company  in  a  walk  through  the 
£ree  air.  I  fear  you  bold  my  gratitude  as  little 
worth ;  but  this  is  die  only  means  I  have  of 
sbowii^  it.  I  would  willingly  come  and  sit 
with  you  and  cheer  you  through  the  daj,  if  my 

Qnde  could  come,  too ;  but  the  Elector  has 
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besmiglitlliM  to  huny  forward  the  iio#  defenM 

of  the  castle  and  the  town ;  and  evez;  instant 
of  hie  time  is  emplojed.  Besides^  you  must 
ooRie  to-night;  fer  I  have  got  news  for  joa 

of  various  kinds ;  and  I  cannot  stay  here  to  tdl 
them." 

Algernon  Grey  «»kd  fimilly ;  but  hie  mm^ 
lution  gave  way ;  and  taking  Agnes*s  hand, 
he  preawd  hit  lips  upon  anewering:  Tos 
are  Tery  kind — too  kind ;  but  I  must  not  make 
jm  think  me  ungratefbl  for  inch  kindneaB; 
tiimfeie  I  com»J*  At  the  ma»  moment  the 
guard  re-entered  tiie  aQtecbamber,  and  Alger- 
noB  Grey  followed  the  ledy  tlmngh  it,  and  , 
descended  the  stein  with  her*. 

Grown  somewhat  bolder  by  custom,  the  lady 
led  him  at  once  acvem  the  gteot  court,  maA 
thence  into  the  gardens  of  the  caatte.  Now,** 
she  said,  with  a  gay  laugh,  ^*  if  you  had  the 
will  to  be  refinelorjiv  ^he  eovid  alop  you  ftwi 
breaking  prison  ?  ^ot  this  weak  hand,  I  fear*" 

''But  tfieee  gvdene  are  sA  waBcd  laQo^** 
aBOweied  Algeiuen'  Giey,  ^^aad  iMmmeii  is 
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with  the  defeaces  and  outworks.  Melhinks  it 
would  be  no  easy  task  to  make  one's  escape 
hence." 

^  As  easy  as  to  sail  upon  a  lake  mtb  a  light 
nind  and  a  summer  Aj,*  answered  Agnes  gaily. 

^  The  ground  is  all  pierced  over  which  we 
troadj  with  subterranean  passages  leading  htdier- 
and  thither,  some  to  the  mountain,  some  down 
into  the  towo. — Did  jou  not  see  those  two 
obeliskii  just  now  with  two  half-open  doors  by 
the  side?  Well,  they  lead  straight  into  the 
city ;  and  the  first  night,  when  I  was  wander- 
ing with  you  through  these  gardens,  you  must 
ka¥e  remarked  a  man  appear  so  suddenly  that 
he  startled  me.  He  was  some  one  belong!  og  to 
the  castle,  who  had  come  up  by  the  vaults.—^ 
But  I  mu^it  aot  teil  you.  all  these  secrets,  lest, 
finding  so  many  doors  of  his  cage  open,  the 
captive  bird  should  take  wing  and  fly  away/* 

8he  spoke  gaily  and  lightly;  and  Algernon 
Grey  repliedf  "  No  fear,  no  fisar,  dear  lady; 
you  have  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  poor  bird 
than  wires  or  faavs^tfae  chain  of  honour.  No 
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gindeman  could  so  mimiae  yonr  taut.  Wm^ 
jm  seem  younelf  to  be  well.  acqmiHed 

all  these  secret  ways ;  though,  doubtless,  they 
m»  not  nniidi  trod  by  hdfB  fueL" 

Qb»l  have  theia  all  ia  nijy  haacU''  aha 
answered,  as  if  upon  a  map.  My  uacle  has 
dunmdifiiiitoiiieaU;  fiir  beliasasslaiDgaflort 
of  supioatitioiit  that  aoma  time,  ec  another  that 
knowledge  may  be  needfbl  to  ma  Ikaotr  ane 
what  he fieeteor ftadeib  but  ao  itia;  fiur  glMBf- 
thoughts  frequently  possess  him,  and  I  do  noe 
woadecatit  But  now  I  will  tril  yon  my  news, 
and  £xata  silly  story  about  myself;  &r  women^ 
tlicy  say,  always  like  to  talk  about  themselves 

before  all  thi)Dg»«  Do  you.  knew  onr  adraHaaa 
last  ni^t  alarmed  my  unele  for  hia  poor  duld'a 
reputatioa?^ 

^  How  80?"  eidaimed  Algeiiio%  with  aataice 
and  feeling  of  more  apprehension  than  the 
ladyV  wetda  ought  aeem  likely  to  ptodaee ; 

what  advenHue,  aweet  lady?" 

^  Oh,  our  adventure  in  escaping  fixim  the 
^lartmenti  of  the  Blectnia  Bamwfgmi**  Afpm 
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repliecL    **  Do  you  not  remember  passing  the 
tool  upon  tihe  stsirai  and  the  page?   Well»  thej 
saw  118  come  forth  from  the  room  on  the  left; 
and  that  fool  is  as  malicious  and  insolent  as  he 
is  drunken*   He  met  my  irnde  a  ftw  mumtev 
after ;  he  thought  fit  to  jest  with  my  poor  name* 
But  I  only  laughed  wlien  I  was  told;  ftr,  me- 
thnilwt  when  the  breast  is  dear  and  die  heart 
quiet,  one  may  well  treat  a  fool's  ribaldry  with 
scam*  But  my  uncle  took  it  op  more  serionsiy , 
and  insisted  I  shtmld  ask  permission  of  the 
Princess  to  tell  tLe  whole,  in  caae  of  need.  I 
idated  to  her  all  that  bad  happened  to  ns,  how 
we  had  overheard  in  the  neighbouring  chamber 

» 

part  of  her  coimnation  with  her  son,  and  how 
we  had  determined  to  confront  the  foel  and  the 
page  upon  the  stairs  rather  than  listen  to  more. 
Sie  aaid  we  had  done  wdl^  and  gavw  tlie  per» 
muision  1  aaked  for." 

Did  it  end  there?"  asked  Algernon  Grey; 
'^or  has  thia  knaro  been  buay  spieading  hie 
scandal?" 

Oh,  yes/  answered  Agnesi  ''he  haa;  and 
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perhaps  it  is  lucky  I  obtained  leave  to  speak ; 
for  early  this  morning  the  Elector  sent  for  me, 
andj  with  a  grave  brow»  told  me  I  had  been 
seca  tlie  night  beiurc  leading  the  English 
prifioner  down  from  his  mother's  lodging.  I 
answered  simply  enough^  '  I  know  I  was,  your 
Highness.  The  fool  and  the  page  both  saw  me/ 
He  then  ask  ed  me  what  it  meant ;  and  I  repliedt 
that  I  had  her  Highness's  permission  to  tell 
Urn,  if  he  asked,  that  it  was  by  her  commands 
that  I  had  brought  you  thither  and  led  you 
away  again." 

^  What  more,  what  more?"  said  Algernon 
Grey,  as  the  lady  paused. 

Why,  this  intelligence  seemed  to  throw 
him  into  a  fit  of  mnsmg,"  continued  Agnes; 
and,  at  length,  he  said, '  So,  she  has  discovered 
him,  too,  and  his  emmd;' and  then  he  asked  me 
if  I  knew  who  you  were;  I  answersd*  ^  I  had 
been  told  jour  name  was  Algernon  Grey;'  and 
thereupon  he  laughed  and  shook  his  head;  but 
inquired  no  further,  saying,  *  If  it  were  by  his 
mother's  orders,  it  was  well.'    NeTertheless^  I 
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ooold  see  that  lie  tiunka  joa  some  great  nuuiy 
and  that  you  come  here  upon  some  secret 
missioQ  of  deep  moment.  So,  henceforth,  I 
shall  call  jou  ^my  lord/  and  be  ?ery  cere- 
monious.^ 

^  N«7»  nay,  not  so,"  answered  Algernon 

Grey,  thrown  off  his  guard ;  "  give  me  none  of 
such  foimal  titles,  sweet  lady;  from  your  lips 
they  would  sound  very  harsh  to  me.'' 

Then  call  rac  not  '  Iddy  any  more,"  she 
answeied;  ^none  but  the  servants  here  do  that 
I  am  the  child  of  the  castle,  and  to  those 
who  know  and  love  me,  I  am  only  Agnes.'^ 

Algernon  Grey  felt  his  heart  beat  &8t;  bat 
he  had  a  habit  of  flying  away  from  such 
emotioDB;  and  after  a  single  moment's  pause, 
he  said,  must  clear  your  mind  of  one 
impression.     The   Elector  is   (^uile   wrong ; 

and  80,  I  fimcy,  m  the  Eleetress  Dowager. 
Because,  for  an  idle  whim,  I  and  my  cousin 
Iwre  |Mged  onrselTOi  to  each  other  to  go 
tinoiigh  Europe  for  a  year  under  ftlse 
naoies,  they  fancy  here,  I  find,  that  we  have 
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some  coDcealed  object,  and  that  I,  who  MVlCt 
meddled  yet  mxh,  the  intngoes  of  coortfl^  Aoa 
cbaij^  with  some  secret  mission.  I  give 
you  my  honour— and  by  this  lime,  I  *hofe^ 
you  know  it  is  to  be  trusted— that  I  have 
no  such  task  to  perform ;  that  1  have  no  stale 
seeretB  of  any  kind  ;  in  short,  that  I  am  but  a 
simple  English  gentleman,  tiavelling  hither 
and  thither  to  while  a  certain  portion  of  doll 
tfane— * 

*^Whi€sh  you  heartily  wish  were  over,"  an- 
*«i«ered  Agnes  gaily. 

Not  so,  upon  my  life,"  anewmd  Algernon ; 

although  I  deeply  love  my  country,  yet  there 
nis  matters  Aeretn  sooner  or  later  to  be 
thought  to  iasue,  which  make  me  long  to  go  im 
wandering  thus,  till  life  and  the  jonrney  find 
Am  close  together,  and  newr  move  ts  set 
my  foot  on  British  shores.  But  here  come  sad 
Aoughts  again,  and  I  will  not  indulge  them. 
You  hinted  that  there  was  more  to  be  told  jus. 
I  hope  the  rest  of  the  tidings  is  less  bitter 4  for 
it  is  paiofid  fin*  me  that  your  gieat  VmAmm, 
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Agoes,  diould  bmre  brought  diaoomfort  upon 
yam  or  your  nucle." 

^^'Oby  to  me  k  IB  none,  and  with  him  it  is 
past;  but  the  rest  of  my  news  will,  I  am 
aoroy  be  pleasant  to  yon.  You  have  heacd  of  an 
lutfoitaM^  duel  (that  was  fiw^ht,"  she  saidt 
looking  up  in  his  &ce  wilh  a  smile  which 
ikm  tmOifjiit  did  not  eoneeal,  ^between  an 
English  gentleman  and  the  Baron  of  Obem* 
traut.  You  have  been  sorry  for  the  young 
kmm^  I  am  anre,  and  will  be  to  hear  that 
to-day  he  is  much  better.  His  wounds,  indeed^ 
aeim  net  to  be  mortal,  as  was  at  first  thought ; 
and  these  teivible  fidntings,  from  several  of 
which  they  fancied  he  would  never  revive, 
peoceeded  solely  firosa  great  loss  of  blood.  I 
hear  he  was  up  this  a&ernoon  and  seated  in  a 
chair." 

**  This  is  good  news,  indeed/'  aamred  Algei^ 

non  Grcy»  Believe  me  I  did  not  seek  to 
immd  him,  and  perilled  my  own  safety  to 
avoid  it ;  till,  at  length,  in  the  half4ight~for  it 
was  then  growing  dark — I  was  obliged  to  return 
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his  attack^  seeking  to  touch  him  bat  slightly. 
He  slipped,  however^  and  was  thus  more  sharply 
hurt*  You  too  are  pleased,  if  I  judge  cightljr»" 
he  added,  gazing  down  upon  her  with  an 
inquiring  look;  ^'for  methinks  that  a  part  of 
the  joung  baron's  wrath  against  myself  is  a 
sort  of  retribution  for  one  pleasant  eyening  that 
I  enjoyed  too  much  with  you  in  these  same 
gardens.'' 

trust  not,**  said  Agnes^  eageily;  *^ I  trust 
not«  He  should  have  known  better.  He  is 
a  noble,  brave,  and  upright  man,  genesous^ 
«nd  kind  in  many  things;  but  still—"  and 

there  she  paused,  as  if  unwilling  to  speak 
fiurther. 

Two  or  three  minutes  of  silence  had  paa 
sed,  and  tlie  hearts  of  Algernon  Grey  and 
Agnes  Herbert  were  perhaps  both  buay  with 
feelings  somewhat  similar.  At  length  a  wild 
strain  of  music  rose  up  from  the  town  below, 
and  they  paused  on  the  edge  of  the  great 
terrace  to  listen  to  it. 
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A  party  of  joung  studants  smgiog^"  said 
the  lady.     Do  you  love  music  ?'* 

^  I  most  not  say  better  than  aught  on  earth/' 
replied  Algeraon  Grey ;  *^  but  yet  if  I  were  to 
aak  for  any  iort  of  consolation  in  boon  of  grief 
and  heatfineaa,  I  woold  choose  some  sweet  Toice 
to  sing  my  cares  away.  I  made  my  cousin  send 
me  up  an  instrument;  but  I  know  not  how  it  is 
I  have  not  had  the  heart  to  use  it." 

*•  Oh,  I  will  sing  for  jou  fcoinc  time  or 
another,"  answered  Agnes;  ''I  learned  from 
a  iamous  Italian  musician  who  was  here,  and 
who  said  I  was  no  bad  scholar.* 

^It  would  be,  indeed,  a  great  delight* 
said  Algernon ;  but  I  fear  I  must  not  hope 
fiir  it  as  a  solace  of  my  imprisoomentt  if  your 
uncle  is  so  busily  occupied.'* 

Agnes  looked  down  thoughtfully  for  a  mo- 
ment and  then  lau^ied :  I  do  not  know,"  she 
replied ;  '^I  do  not  know;  we  shall  see.  I  trust 
yoor  imprisonment  will  not  be  long ;  and  you 
told  me  once  yon  were  going  away  Teiy  soon. 
I  must  lose  no  opportunity  of  showing  my  deep 


Digitized  by  Google 


lOS 


thankfulness  for  what  you  have  dose  for  me. 
It  is  liule,  indeed,  that  I  can  oSsr.  Some  men 
have  nuaes  of  gold  eod  precious  stoaea,  and 
some  but  a  garden  of  poor  flowers ;  but  ^nm  I 
a  prinofliy  I  would  not  valne  less  Ihe  tiibaie 
of  the  poor  man's  biossom^i  if  given  with  a 
willing  hearty  than  Ihat  of  the  great  wssii'e  oee. 
I  do  hope  that  you  will  ieel  the  aame^  aad 
accept  all  I  can  do,  though  it  be  but  small,  as  a 
testimcm J -of  what  I  woqU  do  had  I  gwater 
means. 

We  need  Bot  panne  their  ouwersatiom  te- 
ther: for  neariy  an  hour  men  it  iwmt  en 

in  the  same  strain.;  and  if  the  resolutions  of 
Algernon  Giey  fallered  Ibr  a  moamit  now  and 
then, — if  a  tendeier  word  would  fnU  '^pom  his 
lips, — yet  still,  considering  the  feelings  that 
were  at  hie  heart,  he  eaeirieed  great  power 
over  iumseUl  I  know  Aot  whether  it  were 
better  er  worse  for  Agnes,  that  he  did  so ;  ftr 
certainly  the  ralmesB  of  Us  nunuier  and  the 
careful  tone  of  his  langui^  aided  her  in 
•deoeiTuig  hewdf  as  to  that^Udi  mm  on  iMr 


Digitized  by  Google 


107 


4Mni  breast.  She  laughed  to  scorn  the  thought 
cf  Iim  between  ihmL  She  mB  gritefiil» 
de^j  gj:iUefiil;  and  if  theie  mm  aught  moiit  in 
hei  bosom,  she  fancied  it  was  but  a  feeliog  of 
eompaflBion  fiir  me  wbrnn  ahe  thought  imaged 
hjf  uiyufit  impnfionmenL  She  eoold  hear  him 
tilk  as  cahnljr  of  his  dcpariure,  she  said  to  her- 
ielf,  as  ahe  eoold  liaten  to  a  aennon  or  a  Ib^ 
lure.  Siie  could  speak  of  it  herself  without  one 
emotioa.  Waathia  like  love?  Oh,jio.  She  had 
a  deep  fiiendabip  for  him;  well  ahe  might 
have ;  hut  that,  and  gratitude^  and  compassion, 
were  alL  Agnes  knew  not  what  die  would  hare 
&k  iiad  ahe  been  called  upon  to  part  with  iiim 
at  that  moment.  As  it  was,  she  went  on  gaily, 
like  a  ofaald  treading  the  verge  of  a  pieeipioe 
and  gathering  iloweis  upon  the  edge  of  destruc- 
tion* And  wl^  the  time  of  Jiia  short  libert7 
WB8  at  an  end,  ahe  waa  aorry  for  it;  for  it  had 
been  a  sweet  and  pleasant  time  to  her.  They 
parted  at  the  door  of  hk  chamber,  eaefa-with  a 
ai|^;  and  AUgjdmQu  Giey  paced  up  and  down 
hi^  solitary  room,   and,   as  the  moon  rose 
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fiolenmlj  o?er  the  bilky  opened  his  window 
and  gazed  forth  as  if  his  thoughts  would  be  more 
free  widi  the  wide  expanse  of  heaven  and  earth 
before  him.  The  moment  after^  he  heard  the 
sound  of  an  instnimenc  of  music;  and  turning 
quickly  round  to  the  right  he  saw  the  light 
streaming  forth  from  au  open  casement,  which, 
as  fiur  as  he  could  calculate,  ikras  near  those 
of  the  Eiectress  Dowager.  He  could  not  see 
into  the  room;  but  the  sweet  sounds  issued 
forth  upon  the  m^t  air,  as  «  ddlfiil  hand 
swept  the  strings ;  and  a  moment  after  a  voice, 
the  sweet,  clear,  rounded  tones  of  which  he 
knew  right  well,  poured  out  a  flood  of  melodjr, 
rising  and  falling  on  the  ear  like  the  notes 
of  a  nightingale  in  the  spring  eventide*  The 
music  was  not  exactly  gay ;  but  yet,  every  now 
and  then,  a  cheerful  tone  enlivened  the  graver 
strains;  and  partly  from  memory — ^fer  he  had 
heard  the  song  before — ^partly  from  the  exceed* 
ing  clearness  with  which  every  word  was  pro- 
nounced, he  distinguished  each  vene  as  it  was 
sung. 
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SONG. 

The  moon  is  on  high,  but  f«he  V  hid  by  a  cloud, 

The  prospect  lookn  gloomy  and  drear, 
And  still  through  the  night  may  ihe  weep  'neath  the 
ahxoud; 

But  daylight  u  ooming,  and  new* 

The  beirt  Is  Ixmed  down  *iieeih  ibe  cam  of  the  hour. 
And  th«  eye  may  be  dimmed  by  a  tear ; 

But  the  heart  shall  rise  up  in  the  mora  like  a  dower  i 
A  blighter  day's  coming,  aud  near. 

We  have  trusted  and  hoped,  been  oppressed,  and  have 
grieved; 
But  joy  wiQ  retmn,  new  ftar : 
Thereat  a  trnet  and  a  hope  that  ie  ne?er  deeemd; 

A  brighter  day's  cozniug,  and  near. 

Beeh  fife  hat  its  joy,  and  each  IBb  hat  ite  pain; 

But  the  tempest  still  leaves  the  sky  clear  j 
And  for  honour  and  truth,  which  are  nerer  in  vain, 
▲  br^^lcr  day's  eoniiiig,  end  near. 
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CHAPTEE 

jftNOTHXB  night  passed  of  agptadng  thought, 
with  but  little  sleep  and  mmj  troublous 
dreams;  and*  ibr  Am  one  long  hour 

Algernon  Grej  remained  in  deep  and  intense 
thought,  pondering  over  the  present  and  the 
future.  I.know  not  how  or  why— £br  there  aie 
many  mysteries  in  man's  nature,  which  the 
skill  of  philosophy,  as  yet,  has  not  been  able  to 
unniYel ; — but  certam  it  is^  that  at  one  particular 
portion  of  the  night,  unless  sleep  deaden  the 
reflectiTe  powers  and  still  the  imagination,  or 
active  exertion  occupies  the  thoughts  with 
tangible  thiogb,  dark  and  gloomy  images  come 
crowding  upon  the  mind  and  seem  to  triumph 
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om  the  powers  cf  reaiOD,  with  a  supematmiL 
iafloeiKse^  like  that  which  haa  been  attributed 

to  spectres  ixom  the  grave.  All  that  is  sad  and 
horrible  in  man's  general  fate,  all  that  ie 
grieToua  or  perilous  oc  worthy  ot  regret  in  the 
history  of  the  past,  in  the  aspect  of  the  pre- 
sent^ and  in  the  prospect  of  the  fiitorot  marchee 
bj  in  long  and  black  procession ;  and  the 
oppressed  heart  is  fiun  to  exclaim  at  this  sight 
of  bnman  ills»  What!  will  the  line  last  to-  the 
crack  of  doom?" 

The  couch  of  Algernon  Grey  was  not 
wiiiiout  such  apparitions;  and — alas!  that  X 
should  say  it — the  thought  of  her  who  had 
just  quitted  him  in  all  her  beauty^  in  all  her 
sweetness,  in  all  her  grace,  but  rendered  the 
wild  phantoms  of  fimcy  more  terrible.  He. 
tAt,  he  could  not  deny,  in  lhat  hour  of  the 
opening  of  the  heart's  secrets  to  itself,  that  he 
loved  her,  eagerly,  ardently,  with  that  first 
pusionate  love  of  enthusiastic  youth ;  that  to 
ivin  her  he  would  willingly  have  sacrificed 
wkf  name,,  station^  anght-  on  earth  but  hia 
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own  sense  of  right.  But  stilly  at  the  same 
time,  came  a  voice  fiom  his  own  breasti  like 
that  of  &te»  repeating :  *^  She  cannot  be  thine  I 
She  cannot  be  thine  !'* 

<<What  should  he  do?"  he  asked  himself; 
'^how  should  he  act?'^  He  could  not  reject 
her  gentle  kindness  offered  in  simple  inno- 
cence by  a  grateful  heart*  Flight  was  his  only 
resource;  but  he  was  a  prisoner  aud  had  uo 
power  to  fly.  Chained  down  to  the  sole 
society  most  dangerous  to  his  peace,  it  seemed 
as  if  he  were  tied  to  the  stake  to  endure  to  the 
utmost  the  fiery  oideal  of  temptation.  Then 
again,  he  strove  to  cast  the  thoughts  irom  him, 
and  gained  a  brief  interval  of  deep;  but 
visions  ail  coloured  by  the  same  gloomy  hues 
either  disturbed  repose,  or  made  him  start  up 
again  to  think  of  the  same  themes  and  wieslle 
with  the  same  dark  adversaries. 

At  length  the  day  dawned ;  and,  rising 
qnickly  from  his  bed,  he  harried  to  the  wm* 
dow,  opened  it,  and  gazed  forth*  Oh,  how 
sweet  was  the  fiesh  aspect  of  the  mocniog  to 
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his  wearied  ejes,  as  calm  and  reiavigoratmg  to 
Ae  mind  as  the  gentle  breath  of  the  early 
aommer  dqr  to  the  heated  cheek  it  blew  upon. 
The  golden  light  spread  through  the  valley 
and  over  the  hflh»  anok  in  amongst  the  deep 
woods,  and  thiew  ont  the  masses  of  the  dark 
trees  frum  a  soft  background  of  luminous  mist; 
while,  here  and  there,  a  woodman's  fire  or 
cottage  chimney  sent  up  wreaths  of  faint  blue 
smoke,  rolling  in  graceful  lines  amongst  the 
Itaves  and  branches. 

Hie  ds^  went  on  in  its  usual  coarse :  many 
iMim  of  soUtade,  broken  only  by  die  entrance 
of  a  WBTWA  or  die  guard.  Algernon  Grey 
found  no  means  of  relieving  the  tedious  pa^ 
iug  of  Ae  time.  He  tried  to  read,  bnt  fae 
eoold  not.  He  turned  from  the  instrument 
ef  music  he  had  asked  for,  with  a  sickened 
feelings  as  if  sweet  sonnds  would  but  increase 
Ae  bitterns  oi  meditation.  Thought,  devour* 
wg  thought,  consumed  the  moments ;  till  to- 
wards evening,  when  the  guard  threw  open  the 
door,  and  to  his  surprise  he  saw  his  old  and 
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attached  servant  Antony  enter  and  approadi 

him.  Tlie  man's  face  wore  a  mingled  expres- 
sion,  as  if  he  was  striving  to  keep  up  his  nsnal 
appearance  of  gaiety,  when  in  tmth  his  heart 
was  sad ;  and  his  master  would  not  sufier 
me  who,  he  well  knew,  loved  him  deariy  to 
aee  how  bitterly  circumstances  made)  him  fieel 
his  impiisonment. 

«<Well,  Tony/*  he  said,  in  a  dieerfiil 
tone;  ''so  they  have: given  you  admission  at 
length.'' 

^  Ye^  my  lord,''  replied  the  man ;  <^  they 
liave  come  down  from  their  high  flight,  now 
that  they  find  their  heavy  bravo  will  not 
do.— I  hope  your  brdship  has  not  fiuicied  I 
liave  been  negligent ;  ftr  I  have  been  up  here 
twice  a  day,  and  the  page  as  often.  The 
little  devil  would  have  stabbed  the  guard,  1 
believe,  to  get  eDtrance,  if  I  had  not  stopped 
him;  but  we  two  are  not  enough  to  storm  the 
castle,  and  we  should  have  <mly  got  ourselves 
in  limbo  too.  However,  to-night  they  let  me 
in  to  carry  yon  these  letters,  which  a  ooorier 
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bim^gbt  just  now  fiom  England ;  so  there  are 
now  four  of  as;  and,  if  yon  like,  methinks 

between  us  all  we  can  contrive  to  get  ^on 

Algernon  Grey  shook  his  head  with  a  smile, 
and  taking  the  letters,  be  read  the  addre^^e^ 
with  a  listlessy  uninterested  look. 

^No,  no,  Tony,''  he  said;  "  they  would  only 
catoli  OS  again,  before  we  had  gone  for. — ^But 
what  was  that  you  said  of  the  young  Baron  of 
Oberntraut?" 

^Why,  the  feUow  you  fought  with,  shr,** 
answered  the  servant,  '^if  you  mean  him,  is 
getting  better  hourly.  He  was  out  in  the 
garden  up  there  to-ni^^  by  the  bank  of  the 
liver^  sitting  in  a  chain  You  have  not  hurt 
Um  much^  it  seems*  Pity  you  did  not  send 
your  sword  through  his  maw.  The  Ueedfaag 
will  do  hiui  good,  however ;  for  he  is  mighty 
psle,  and  won't  affiront  an  English  gentleman 
again,  I  warranL  I  saw  him  myaelt^  when  I 
rode  up  to  get  tidings.  There  he  was,  sitting 
aU  white  and  cokmrlest  in  a  great  gilt  chair 
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i^amsl  the  wall  of  the  house^  like  a  wax-caudle 
in  a  sconce." 

While  the  mm  had  been  epealdng»  his  master 

had  slowly  approached  the  window,  opened 
one  of  the  letters,  and  was  leadbig  the  first 
yintm  M  his  semiit  conoluded.   For  a  moment 
or  two  the  sohject  <rf  the  epistle  seemed  to 
produce  no  great  efieet   He  smiled  slightly, 
m  his  eye  down  to  the  bottom^  skimming 
carelessly  the  contents,  and  then  turned  the 
page.   The  next  moment,  however,  be  seemed 
to  be  stirred  by  strong  emotions ;  his  brow  con- 
tracted, his  eye  flashed,  his  tip  qohrered,  and 
the  hot  angry  blood  rose  in  an  instant  into  his 
cheek  and  overspread  his  forehead  widi  a  £ery 
l^w.   Stnning  liis  eyes  upon  the  sheet,  be 
mad  en;  Jttd,  when  he  had  done»  held  the 
letter  open  in  his  hand  for  several  minutes, 
•gaalng  sternly  up  inin  the  air.   He  ntteied  not 
a  word;  fant  the  servant  could  see  how  his 
heart  beat,  by  the  quiveriug  of  die  paper  in  bis 
hand.  Then^  thmring  it  down  npontbe  tAie, 
be  toss  open  the  other  liasiily  and  read  it  hke- 


Digitized  by 


BBIDBIiBEBa. 


117 


mm*  The  contents  did  not  seem  to  mitigate 
his  agitotioQy  though  they  mingled  a  di^ree 
cf  scorn  with  the  expmsioD  of  his  coante* 
nance.  This  time  some  portion  of  his  emo*> 
tion  feand  vent  in  a  few  brief  words:  ^^So^ 
so  1*^  he  cried.  So  bold  and  shameless— and 
shall  I  be  restrained  by  such  scruples  ? — Nay, 
nay,  this  is  too  bad — Englandy  fimwell !  You- 
shall  not  feel  mj  loot  for  many  a  day  i' * 

^Ah,  my  lord/*  said  the  man»  things  seem 
gmng  on  at  a  fine  iate»  truly;  metfainks,  when 
one  takes  a  part  so  boldly,  the  other  may  well 
eboose  his  part  too.  Faiths  I  wodd  let  diem 
whistle  ibr  me  long  enough,  before  I  went." 

«  What  tio  you  mean  exclaimed  Algernon 
Grey,  tnnniig  upon  him  sharply. 

^  Why,  my  noble  ioid»  I  have  had  a  letter, 
too,  by  Hob,  the  courier ;  and  I  dare  say  die 
news  i&  mine  and  youis  is  all  the  same." 

^'And  has  it  become  the  common  scandal 
dm?*  said  Algernon  Grey  thoughtfully.  "So 
young,  so  &ic,  so  haughty,  and  yet  so  shame- 
less I  Jueave  mc,  Touy,  leave  me,  aud  come  up 


118 


HBIDSLBBBO 


to*moffrow  early.  Doabtleas  the j  will  gm  joa 
admission,  if  all  goes  well — want  nolhing 
more  to-night — ^leave  me,  I  saj/ 

WeU«  my  loid,  if  I  were  you»  I  would  not 
take  it  much  to  heart,  '  rephed  the  man,  hnger- 
ing  for  a  moment  ere  be  departed.  **  There  'a 
not  much  love  lost  on  either  aide,  I  believe^ 
and  never  was;  and  you  will  be  just  as  well 
quit  of  a  bad  bangain." 

Algernon  Grey  waved  his  hand  for  him 
to  leave  the  room,  but  answered  not;  and 
wbm  the  maa  was  gone,  he  strode  vp  and 
down  the  wide  chamber  for  foil  half  an  hour 
with  quick  and  agitated  steps.  Then,  easting 
himself  into  a  chaur,  he  laughed  aloud,  ex* 
claiming,  I  am  a  fool  I — Why  should  I  grieve  ? 
Why  let  such  idle  passion  tear  me? — I  lof<e 
her  not^have  never  loved  her — contemn, 
despise  her —  iiave  ever  scorned  her  pitiful 
pride,  and  but  strove,  against  my  nature,  to 
bend  my  affections  to  my  duty. — Let  her  take 
her  course. — Naj,  indeed,  she  lias  takcu  II"^ 

The  door  opened  suddenly,  and  then,  for  d» 
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first  time,  he  perceived  that  night  had  fallen^ 
m  the  light  from  the  ante-chamber  poaied  in ; 
and  he  saw  the  form  of  Agnes,  without  distin*^ 
gimhiiig  her  featnres,  standing  in  the  doorway, 
like  a  gnusefiil  diadow* 

Will  jou  come  to-night  F**  said  that  sweet, 
mnmcal  voice ;  and,  atardng  up,  Algernon  Grey 
anatchad  his  hat  from  the  table,  replying^ 

Most  willingly,  fair  Agnes.'* 

Aa  they  walked  on,  through  the  courts^ 
akmg  the  Aitan,  oat  into  the  gardens,  over  the 
terrace,  Agnes  saw  that  a  great  change  had 
come  upon  her  companion.  Far  from  seeming^ 
to  have  received  any  evil  news  from  his 
natife  knd,  it  appeared  as  if  some  heavy  weight 
had  been  taken  from  hia  mind.  Hia  manner 
was  light  and  cheerful;  his  words  gay  and  foil 
of  nmamal  fire— somewhat  wild  and  absent, 
indeed,  at  times ;  but  atiil,  the  whole  tone  was 
sonshiny  and  very  unlike  the  gloomy  mood  of 
the  preceding  night. 

The  difference  made  Agnes  thoughtful.  She 
adked  herself  ^  la  it  hia  natare  to  be  thus 
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variable?"    Bat  aha  would  aot  befiave  il» 

There  was  something  in  her  breast  that  would 
not  let  her  think  the  digbtett  ill  of  hioi  beaida 
her.  The  picture  of  hia  chacactar  was  aioaadj 
drawn  by  the  hand  of  affection  upon  a  woman^ 
heart;  and,  when  aoeb  ia  the  caaa,  ttem»  and 
bard^  and  continued  moat  be  the  wearing  power 
that  can  ever  efiace  the  Knea.  A  new  li^ 
aeemed  to  break  upon  her ;  and  at  lenglli  ahe 
said,  I  think  I  can  divine  that  you  ha?e 
heard  how  mnch  better  your  advciaary  ia.  It 
ia  said  they  will  bring  him  into  Ueidalhe^g 
to-morrow.* 

Ye8»  I  have  heard  i^"  anawmd  AJguom 
Grey,  "  and  am  exceedingly  rejoiced  to  find 
hia  wound  will  not  prove  dangerooa." 

jAkgnes  waa  satiafiied;  hia  new  gaiety  waa 
accounted  for ;  and,  as  they  wandered  on,  she 
gave  free  coone  to  all  her  own  thought^  aa 
they  sprang  up  from  the  deep  well  of  the  heart 
nnobstructed  to  the  lips.  Once,  indeed^  ahe 
waa  a  little  frightened  at  her  own 
at  hia  manner,    ^^ot  that  he  said  aught  to 
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dan  or  a^tate  har ;  bnt  thare  wat  a  tande^> 
Mia  mingled  wich  tba  frank  and  mfid  oii^ 

pouriDg  of  all  the  ideas  that  seemed  to  cross 
kia  hninf  which  ttavUad  and  mowed  her.  Bat 
VQmea  have  always  some  veii  readjr  to  hide 
agitating  truths  i&om  their  own  eyes ;  and  Agues 
diamiaaed  the  thought  en  it  had  poaseflsed  her 
mind  £)r  a  moment.  Carried  awaj  bj  the 
qniek  and  aparkling  earmt  of  hia  con  venation, 
her  brain  seemed  to  whirl  as  the  mind  followed 
him;  and  he,  in  the  turbulent  emotions  pro* 
dnced  by  the  tidings  he  had  received  and  the 
struggling  love  within  his  bo8om»  su&red  him- 
self to  be  hurried  rapidly  on,  he  saw  not,  he 
knew  notf  he  cared  not  whither.  Their  peril- 
Qus  course  in  a  firaii  bark  some .  lew  days  before 
d«ywii  the  fhiiona  toixent  of  the  Nedcar  was  but 
an  emblem  of  the  voyage  of  their  two  hearu 
along  the  troubled  stream  of  love  that  night. 
Time  flew  on  more  rapidly  then  either  of  them 
knew;  the  caatle-cbck  striking  ten  roused 
them  as  it  were  irum  a  dream;  and,  returning 

to  kia  pciaoOf  Algernon  Gbej»  aa  befaie»  parted 
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from  Agnes  in  the  ante-chamber.  The  moment 
he  had  entered  his  own  room,  and  the  door  was 
closed,  he  cast  himself  into  a  seat,  leaned  his 
folded  anns  upon  the  tabl%  and,  as  if  utteilj 
exhausted,  let  hia head  fail  upon  iiis  arms;  and 
there,  for  three  long  hours,  without  a  change 
of  attitude,  he  remained  plunged  in  the  chaos 
of  viild,  unformed,  unregulated  thoughis.  An 
attendant  came  in,  but  he  took  no  notice  of 
him.  He  placed  supper  on  the  table,  and 
invited  him  courteously  to  take  some.  lie 
replied  not,  for  he  heard  not;  and  the  maa^ 
thinking  that  he  slept,  retired. 

At  the  end  of  the  time  I  have  mentioned,  the 
prisoner  started  up^  brushed  back  the  rich 
brown  cnrls  from  his  broad  forehead  witk  a 
bewildered  look,  and,  taking  a  light,  retiied  to 
bed  and  slept,  strange  to  say,  profound^. 

The  sun  had  risen  high ;  an  attendant  had 
twice  entered  the  laige  room;  and  all  the 
world  was  busy  with  the  ordinary  affairs  of  Uic^ 
before  Algernon  Grey  awoke  from  one  of  tboaa 
deep,  dreamless  sleeper  which  sometimes  suo* 
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ceed  to  the  exhausting  conflict  of  passions  in 
tbe  human  breast  For  a  few  moments  he 
could  hanlijr  tell  where  he  was;  he  could  with 
difiScultj  recollect  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  was  placed,  or  the  erents  of  the  preceding 
day«  But,  as  they  rushed  at  length  upon 
memory,  a  shadow  came  over  his  face;  and 
again  the  question  recurred,  "  What  am  1 
doing?  Whither  am  I  hurrying?**  The 
g^oom  of  die  preceding  days  came  over  him 
more  darkly  than  ever,  imd  he  passed  a  full 
hoor  in  anxious  thought. 

^  No,  nor  he  exclaimed  at  length ;  what* 
ever  be  the  temptation,  I  will  not  do  such 
wrong  to  her  young  and  innocent  heart  as  to 
seek  its  love,  while  there  is  no  chance,  no  hope 
of  our  ultimate  union.  I  will  rather  see  her  give 
her  hand  to  another,  and  live  on  in  loveless, 
<^eerle88  solitude  myself.  Yet,  if  I  am  kept 
here,  if  I  linger  near  her  in  this  constant  com- 
panionship, with  her  beauty  and  her  grace 
before  my  eyes,  her  sweet  voice  sounding  in  my 
eai^  her  high  yet  gentle  thoughts  mingling 
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with  and  softcmog  my  own^  how  can  I  so 
gnard  mjaM  as  neyer  to  batniy  At-  aamt  af 
mj  bosom  ? — how  can  irestcam  mjself  so  as  not 
to  tell  my  love  and  seek  hers  in  return  ?  Men 
lunre  triad  the  same  before  and  have  ever  ftiled. 
I  have  no  such  confidence  in  my  own  streogth, 
and  I  will  not  risk  it ;  I  will  'fly— -wfaatiew  k 
cost  to  tear  myself  away,  I  will  fly*** 

The  hours  went  by ;  and  a  little  before  noon 
the  priaoner  reoeiteda  brief  mit  ftem  HeibertL 
The  news  he  btou^itwaB  so  iar  satisfiwtory^  m 
it  showed  Algernon  the  prospect  of  his  speedy 
Ubention.  His  adraosary  had  been  imnofed 
into  Heidelberg  the  day  before^  had  not  suffered 
in  the  least  by  die  exertion»  had  paased  a  good 
nighty  and  piMiaiuieed  himself  quite  wait 
But  the  duration  of  the  old  officer's  stay  was  so 
short,  that  no  other  idbnnarion  eoidd  be  oon^ 
municatad.  After  dinn^  Algernon's  servant 
appeared  again,  but  he  brought  no  tidings ;  and 
when  his  master  inquired,  with  some  suniiiaa» 
what  had  become  of  his  courio,  that  he  saw  iiim 
not,,  the  atontaemm  aiiawettd,  with  a  laugh. 
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*  Oil,  tiir,  he  is  woman-huntiDg;  some  fair  l&dy 
here  has  him  always  al  her  heek ;  bat|  though 
HMven  forbid  I  abould  say  I  love  him  much, 
yet  I  do  bdieve  he  has  striven  to  serve  you,  in 
this  matter  at  Jeast;  fn  I  know  he  has  been 
twice  with  the  £Iector  and  once  with  the 
Ebetiess  abeut  your  aflafaft.'' 

And  why  lore  yon  htm  not,  Tony?'*  asked 
hi^  master.  I  have  seen,  it  is  true,  that  you 
have  less  rsTerenee  for  him  than  pleases  me; 
hot  I  would  frin  know  the  oaiise." 

I  have  known  him  from  a  boy,"  replied  the 
man  dnly;  ^  and,  thoagh  he  never  did  aoghl 
to  ixyure  or  o£Gend  me,  yet  tb^e  are  certain 
things  that  one  sees,  and  heassi  and  know% 
which,  do  what  a  man  waU,  make  np  in  the 
course  of  time  an  amount  of  love  or  disliking 
wy^Uffiedt  ID  be  ehai«ed«  lownllovehkn 
not,  and,  to  say  truth,  I  hare  found  few  that 
do  who  have  known  him  as  well ;  but  it  is  no 
iAir  «f  mine,  and,  if  yoo  Um  Uou  I  haisa 
naught  to  do  but  to  be  his  hnmbie  servant." 
« I  tait  fonsMBvbMr  yonis^ja^"  «spliad 
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lu8  master ;  first,  as  he  is  my  kinsxnaa »  nexl, 
as  he  is  m J  fnend.*' 

I  will,  my  lord,"  replied  the  man ;  unless 
I  can  smne  time  show  yoa  that  he  ia  not  your 
fiiend ;  for  that  *a  a  point  I  doabt." 

**You  are  prejudiced/'  answered  Algeroon 
Grey;  ''and  I  thought  not  to  see  one,  who 
wanU  not  sense,  recollect  the  follies  of  a 
boy,  long,  long  years  afterwards. — Now  leave 
me." 

It  IS  not  only  follies  I  remember,  good 
lord,'*  replied  the  servant  gcwely;  ''I  never 
aecQsed  him  of  folUes.  It  is  not-head  lie  wanls^ 
it  is  heart.  For  ten  long  years  I  saw  him  in 
your  ftther^s  house,  adiild,  a  lad^  almost  a  man; 
and  I  know  him  well.'' 

Leave  me,"  said  Algernon  Greystetnfy; 
and  the  servant  withdraw.  Bat^  if  the  tnidi 
must  be  told,  his  young  master  was  more 
inclined  to  share  his  sentiments  than  he  would 
admit  For  some  years  he  had  not  seen  his 
cousin,  ere  he  joined  him  on  the  continent. 
He  hadvsme^befedhim  only  aa  the  eraqMnion 
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of  his  bojhood^  elder  bj  several  jears^  but  still 
bending  to  share  all  bis  sports  and  paadroes ; 
devising  pleasures  for  hinii  and  breaking  the 
dull  ceremonies  of  a  stately  household.  After 
they  net  again,  howerar,  he  had  seen  much 
that  pained  and  displeased  him ;  and  he  felt 
sorry,  not  without  good  cause,  that  he  had 
entered  into  one  of  those  wild  and  romantic 
engagemeats  with  him,  to  travel  together  for  a 
certain  time  under  feigned  names*  which  had 
been  rendered  common  at  that  period  by  the 
publication  of  the  most  popular,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  said,  the  most  idle 
romance  that  ever  was  written — The  Astrea." 
He  turned  his  nund,  howerer,  from  the 
subject  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  serf  ant 
had  left  him ;  and  now  he  tried  to  read  and 
pass  his  time  with  any  other  thoughts  than 
those  of  Agnes  Herbert*  All  those  who  have 
made  such  cfiforts  know  how  vain  they  are. 
She  was  ever  befoie  has  eyes,  erer  present  to 
his  fancy ;  and  he  gave  up  the  attempt,  asking 
Umadf  whether,  if  she  came  agahi  that  night. 
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be  should  go  as  before ,  or  steadily  refuse  such 
dangevotts  eompantonship. 

He  was  saved  the  struggle,  however;  for 
«aboat  five  o'dock  Herbert  i^a  pieseiited 
IniBsel^  followed  by  a  gmrd,  and,  taking  Al- 
gernon's  hand  warmlj,  he  said,  Come,  my 
young  fiiend,  yoor  impriaonment  is  drawing 
near  an  end*  The  Elector  has  sent  for  you, 
and^  doubtless,  it  is  to  give  yon  freedom ;  for 
this  yoong  Obemtimnt  m  Mcovforing  fiul. 
Come  with  me,  and  we  shall  soon  hear  more.** 

Algernon  Grey  followed  willingly  enough ; 
end  the  English  oflSoer  led  him,  by  eevefal  of 
those  passages  and  staircases  through  which 
lie  had  passed  with  Agnes  on  the  first  nig^ 
of  his  imprisonment,  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
castle,  where  Frederic's  own  apartments  were 
vtnaled.  At  length,  crMsing  m  ante-ohmbar 
full  of  guards  and  attendants,  they  entered  a 
ball  where  Ae  Elector  was  waiting  with  bis 
cooct.  There  was  but  a  email  attendanoe  of 
the  Palatinate  nobiiitjr,  it  is  true,  not  above 
fifieen  or  twesrty  fanena  bring  ^iroaiipt}  bot 
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Algernon  Grey  saw  several  who  nad  sur- 
loanded  the  Prince  on  the  first  night  of  his 
presentatioQf  and  amongst  the  rest  the  old 
BttTott  of  Obemtraot. 

The  worthy  chamberlain's  countenance,  not- 
withstanding the  reports  made  of  liis  son^s 
health,  did  not  seem  more  pkcable  than 
when  hist  the  young  Englishman  had  seen  it; 
and  that  of  the  Lice  lor  hore  a  somewhat 
gca?e  and  embarrassed  look.  As  the  whole 
party  were  assembled  not  &r  from  the  door, 
Algernon  Grey  had  not  much  time  for  ob- 
servation before  he  stood  within  a  step  of 
the  Elector,  and  to  his  surprise  found 
Frederic's  hand  extended  towards  him.  He 
look  it  instantly,  and  bent  his  head  over 
it;  and  the  Prince,  in  a  tone  of  much 
kindness,  at  once  began  the  conYeisadon^ 
sfl^ii^: — 

'*I  have  been  grieved,  sir,  to  be  forced 
by-'the  laws  and  costoms  of  my  country  to 
subject  you  to  the  inconveniences  of  imprison-- 
ment  till  such  time  as  the  results  of  your  duel 


Digitized  by  Google 


130 


with  one  of  my  officers,  the  Baron  of  Obemtmut, 
eoold  be  fiiUy  ascertained.  We  have  an  edict 
here  repressing  such  encounters;  but  as  joa 
are  a  stranger  to  onr  laws,  thoo;^  amenable  to 
them  while  in  these  dominions,  I  must  say  the 
&ult  was  more  his  than  yours.  The  Baron 
may  now,  however,  be  conridered  well ;  and  I 
am  wiiUug  to  pass  over  the  oi&ence  on  both 
parts ;  in  his  case  considering  all  that  he  has 
already  nndeigone,  and  in  yonn,  your  igno- 
xance  of  our  laws,  I  have  sent  for  you»  there- 
fcre,  to  tell  you,  your  imprisonment  is  at  an 
end,  and  to  reconcile  yon  with  the  fiunily  of 
your  late  adversary.  Henceforth^  I  trust,  you 
will  be  firiends,  not  enemiea.** 

Algernon  Grey  was  about  to  reply  that  he 
had  never  entertained  the  slightest  enmity  to- 
wards his  opponent  when  the  old  Lord  of 
Oberntraut  took  a  step  forward  and  said,  in  a 
sharp  tone,  I  came  here,  noble  prince,  to 
seek  reparation,  and  not  friendship ;  and  I 
beseech  your  Highness-^ — " 

But  at  that  moment  lie  was  intermpted  by 
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a  low  voice  froin  behind,  saying,  "  Will  you 
allow  me  to  pasB,  my  Lord  the  Count?** 

The  geutlemaa  thus  addressed  made  way; 
and  the  next  instaat  the  Baron  of  Obemtraut 
himself  came  forward,  ghastly  pale,  and  ap- 
parently somewhat  feeble,  but  yet  walking 
with  a  firm  step  and  an  upright  head«  The 
moment  he  stood  before  die  Elector  he  held 
forth  his  hand  frankly  to  Algernon  Gurey, 
sajing,  at  least,  sir,  entertain  no  soeh 
feelings;  I  come  here  to  ask  your  &iendship^ 
aiid  to  thank  you  for  a  lesson  you  have  taught 
me,  which  will  make  me  a  iriaer  man  to  the 
end  of  my  life.  I  have  been  somewhat  spoiled 
by  success  and  flattery,  sir,  and  needed  a 
eheck,  such  as  this  wound  has  given,  to  teach 
me  that  no  man  can  always  have  his  way  in 
the  world.  Tou  are  the  moot  skilfbl  swords* 
man  I  have  ever  seen;  you  dealt  noUy  and 
honourably  with  mc,  and  in  this  presence  1 
declare  that  the  whole  ftuk,  ficom  first  to  last, 
was  mine.  I  sought  the  c^uarrel*  uiged  it  on, 
led  you  to  the  place  of  the  enoonnter;  and  I 
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do  belieye  that,  expc^ed  by  my  rash  anger  to 
your  cooler  skill,  my  life  was  often  at  yoar 
mercy  had  you  chosen  to  take  it.  I  thank 
you,  therefore,  for  the  wound  you  gave,  and 
trust  you  will  foiget  the  past,  and  take  my 
oflPered  hand/' 

Yfitk  my  whole  heart,*'  answered  Algernon 
Grey,  pressing  it  warmly ;  "  and  I  do  assure 
you.  Baron,  that  only  the  defence  of  my  own 
life  would  have  induced  me  to  injure  you.  I 
could  not  help  it,  however;  for  you  are  not  an 
advenary  to  be  trifled  with.  Lideed  it  was 
more  accident  than  aught  else,  which  gave  me 
a  momentary  advantage.  Had  not  your  foot 
slipped  on  the  wet  sward,  the  chance  might 
have  been  against  me,  and  I  should  have  been 
lying  still  enough      this  time." 

The  young  baron  smiled,  with  a  look  of  great 
pleasure  at  this  testimony  to  his  skill;  and  the 
Elector,  calling  the  old  .Lord  of  Obemtraut 
into  one  of  the  deep  windows,  aaid,  ''My 
lord,  I  intreat — ^nay,  I  command,  that  you  let 
your  anger  drop,  and  cease  all  rm  pursuit  of 
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levengc.  This  is  no  ordinary  man  you  have  to 
deal  with.  I  know  him,  though  he  beUe?e8 1 
do  not,  and  am  aware  not  only  that  he  is 
one  of  the  high  nobles  of  England,  but  also 
that  he  is  sent  hither  on  a  secret  mission  of 
deep  importanee  to  my  wel&re." 

A  spy,  sir,  you  would  say  ?^  murmured  the 
old  lord,  in  a  low  bitter  tone. 

'^Hosh,  sir!*^  cried  the  Elector,  lus  brow 
growing  dark ;  no  more  of  this,  if  you  would 
merit  the  coniinuance  of  my  favour.  I  am  not 
so  powerless  that  I  cannot  make  my  commands 
lespected  by  my  own  court.  You  hear  what 
your  son  has  said.  He  exculpates  him  of  all 
blame.  No  serious  injury  has  been  done ;  and 
I  insist  that  you  yield  to  reconciliation.'* 

As  the  boy  is  satisfied/'  replied  the  cham- 
berlain, doggedly,  '^and  in  obedience  to  your 
Highness,  I  submit;''  and  turning  towards 
Algernon  Grey,  he  added,  ^*By  the  commands 
of  my  Frince,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  let  this  matter 
drop  j  but  I  must  advise  you  not  to  try  such 
things  agun  with — 
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^  Huah,^  haflhy  my  &ther  1^  cried  his  son, 
^  I  will  proclaim  to  all  the  world  that  there 

never  wa^  a  more  noble  gentleman  than  he 
ivho  now  stands  befofe  yon;  and  as  yon 
have  hated  him  solely  as  my  ad¥ersaxy, 
I  do  beseech  yon  now  to  love  him  as  my 
fiiend." 

**  Well,  sir,  well,"  replied  the  old  lord,  "  I 
have  nought  to  say ;  let  the  matter  be  passed 
and  foxgotten  but  it  was  evident  that  his  ill- 
will  was  but  little  diminished,  and  his  angry 
pride  nnpacified. 

Now,''  said  the  Elector,  with  a  courteous 
smile,  ^  this  all  being  settled,  and  animonties 
healed,  we  will  part  for  the  evening — and 
you,  noble  sir,"  he  continued,  turning  to  Al- 
gernon Grey,  ^  though  I  will  only  call  you  by 
the  name  yon  are  pleased  to  assume,  will,  I 
trust,  grace  our  court  by  yuur  presence  to* 
morrow  at  the  hour  of  eleven.  We  htm  there 
matters  of  some  weight,  which  we  wish  to 
make  known  to  all  friends  and  well-wishers, 
either  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  or  his  lady,  the 
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pearl  of  England ;  aad  we  trust,  that  jou  may 
be  nmked  in  both  clasees." 

"  I  will  not  fail,  jour  HighDesa, "  answezed 
AlgemoQ  Grey ;  but  I  fear  it  must  be  mj 
audience  of  leaye-taking." 

^'Kot  so,  uot  so/'  replied  the  Elector;  we 
shall  find  means  to  keep  yoxi  with  us,  I  do  not 
doubt.  Howe?er  that  may  be,  fiurewell  &r 
the  prescot  ;^  aud,  passing  through  the  opposite 
door  with  a  large  part  of  his  train,  comprising 
the  old  Baron  of  Obemtraut,  he  left  the  hall. 

Ah  boou  ijLi  he  wai  guae,  Algernon  Grey's 
late  adversary  once  more  grasped  his  hand» 
saying,  ^'You  must  not  go,  my  friend;  the 
Elector  has  need  of  swords  such  as  yours ;  ay, 
and  of  hearts  and  heads  such  as  yours,  toa 
If  tiiere  is  chivalry  in  your  nature ;  if  there  is 
high  spirit  and  generous  enthusiasm — ^and  I 
know  there  is — you  will  give  him  aid  in  his 
hour  of  need*  I  may  be  tied  down  to  this  spot 
by  many  things;  but  if  you  go  with  him,  I 
know  there  is  a  better  arm  and  better  brain 
than  any  I  could  bring/' 
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Nay,  not  better,"  answered  Algernon  Grey, 
**  though  equally  devoted  to  any  good  cause,— 
Bnt  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  on  what  expe- 
dition he  is  boundi  or  what  enterprise  is  before 
him.*' 

''I  cannot  tell  you/'  answered  Obemtraut 

in  a  low  voice ;  and  I  cannot  entertain  you, 
as  I  could  wish,  at  my  own  lodgings,  on 
account  of  this  sickness;  but  if  you  inquire 
fi>r  me  to-morrow,  ere  you  come  hither,  I 
will  let  you  know  more. — ^Now  I  must  return ; 
for,  to  say  truth,  I  am  tired.  I  never  thought  to 
know  the  day  when  I  should  say  that  a  short 
walk  and  a  brief  conference  were  too  much  for 
iDy  strength;  but  so  it  is,  and  I  must  go  and 
lie  down  once  more,  and  rest." 

The  party  broke  up  soon ;  but  ere  Algernon 
Grey  quitted  the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning to  the  place  of  his  imprisonmenti  in 
order  to  see  that  all  his  effects  were  carefully 
carried  dow  n  to  the  inn  below,  a  gentleman  ap- 
proached, and,  after  shaking  hands  with  him, 
said  something  in  a  low  voice. 
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This  evening,  if  you  please,"  answered  Al- 
gernon Grey;  "but  what  is  it,  Ciaven?" 

His  friend  replied  in  a  whisper ;  and  a  dark 
cloud  immediately  came  over  Algernon  Grey's 
countenance. 

know  it  all/  be  answered;  '*aU  that 
yoa  can  tell  me,  Craven.  Come  and  see  me, 
if  yoa  wilL  Bight  glad  shall  I  be  to  spend  an 
hour  with  you;  but  mention  not  that  name 
again.  Much  is,  doubtless,  false ;  much  is, 
doubtless,  eza^erated;  but  much  must  be 
true  that  should  not  be  so;  and  my  own 
coone  is  decided.^  Thus  saying,  he  turned 
to  Herbert,  and,  after  a  few  words,  walked 
back  with  him  to  the  tower  where  he  had 
been  confined. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


The  fair  Princess  of  England,  now  in  the  pride 
of  yoDth  and  beauty,  in  the  full  sonshine  of 
prosperity  and  power^  with  one  of  the  iaireat 
portions  of  the  earth  for  her  dominion^  witb 
admiiatioD^  flattery,  esteem,  lore,  almost 
adoration,  rising  up  like  incense  hefore  her, 
but  with  so  sad  and  dark  a  fiite  for  the  future, 
sat  in  her  silver  chamber,  surrounded  by  all  the 
beauty  she  could  collect  from  iier  husband's 
dominions.  There  were  only  three  men  pre^ 
sent,  two  old  German  noblemen,  and,  strange 
to  say,  our  aci^uaiutauce  William  Luvet.  The 
hour  was  nearly  the  same  as  that  at  which  Al- 
gernon Grey  was  summoned  to  the  presence  of 
the  Elector  before  his  release ;  and  every  face 


HFTP¥fiBKBfli 


ttonnd  was  fall  of  ntkbaigm,  m  the  PrinoesB 
aod  her  couotrjiuan  talked  somewhat  lightly 
of  the  imprisoDinent  of  Lovct's  kinsman,  and 
the  prospects  befoie  him;  nsmg  the  Fzeneh 

tongue. 

The  EngliduDaii  stood  before  the  ch«r  of 
the  Electiesi^  with  his  hal  and  plume  dangling 

hum  hk  liand,  his  head  slighdj  bent,  lu& 
ear  turned  to  hear  the  Princess's  words,  and 
a  slight  sarcastic  smile  upon  his  finelj-tumed 

% 

Good  £uth  I  joor  Highness,"  he  said,  in 

answer  to  something  the  Princess  communicated^ 
know  not  well  whether  to  rejoice  or  be 
sad  at  the  tidings  you  give  me»" 

"  Sad  r'  exclaimed  Elizabeth,  with  a  look  of 
much  surprise ;  have  yoo  not  been  o^ing  his 
liberation  ?" 

**  That  was  a  duty,"  answered  Lovet,  with 
the  same  meaning  smile ;  ^  but  there  may  be 
unpleasant  duties,  madam*** 

^  Are  jon  hia  fioeod,  his  kinsman  ?^  eidaimed 
the  £lectress» 
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Both,*^  answered  Lovet ;  but  yet,  friend- 
ship may  have  unpleasant  duties  too.  I 
urged  his  liberation^  not  because  I  thought  it 
best  for  him,  but  because  it  was  what  he  had  a 

right  to  deraaad.^ 

Is  he  so  wild  and  rash,  then,"  demanded 
Elizabeth,    that^  like  a  lion,  he  must  be  kept  in 

a  cage  ? — But  you  are  jesting ;  I  see  it  oq  your 

Good  iaith !  not  so,  lady/'  answered  the 
Englishman ;  *'but  all  men  do  not  know  what 
is  best  for  them ;  and  my  cousin  is  one  of  them 
—a  rare  keen  judge  for  others,  and  not  for 
himself. — ^Now,  look  around,  your  Highness. 
What  do  you  see 

Too  many  things  for  a  catalogue,'*  answered 
the  Princess;  ''vases,  statues,  hanpngs  of  blue 
and  silver,  many  iair  ladies,  and — 

Stop  there,  I  b^,**  said  Lovet  ''All  these 
bright  things  make  me  judge  that  it  were  wise 
for  any  gay  and  courtly  gentleman  to  stay 
amongst  them;  but  these  same  things — nay, 
their  very  beauty" — and  he  ran  his  eye  over 
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the  circle  round  the  Electress,  calling  forth  a 
well-pleased  smile  on  many  of  the  &ce8  near — 
''have  quite  the  contrary  efiect  on  my  good 
cousin,  making  him  seek  to  fly  such  sweet  temp- 
tation ;  and,  like  a  wandering  finar,  or  our  good 
friend  St.  Anthony,  resist  the  devil,  love.  Hy- 
men, and  the  rest,  by  solitude  and  maceration." 

The  Electress  laughed  and  he  proceeded ; 
**We  are  of  different  judgments,  he  and  I; 
while  I  am  free,  I  stay  even  where  I  am; 
no  sooner  is  he  at  liberty  than  he  flies,  de- 
pend upon  it, — But  if  I  could  have  a  private 
word  with  your  Highness,  I  might  tell  yon 
more,  and  say  things  worthy  of  your  ear." 

Elizabeth  gazed  round  the  circle  for  an 
instant,  and  then  said,  speaking  English, 
There  is  no  one  who  understands  our  native 
tongue.'' 

A  momentary  hesitation  seemed  to  come 
over  William  Lovct ;  and  lie  paused  lor  an 
instant,  ere  he  replied.  It  was  seldom  that 
such  a  thing  happened  to  him;  for  he  was 
ready  and  qnick  at  repartee,  and  had,  as  is 
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tlie  case  with  many  a  bhrewd  and  intriguing 
man,  a  habit,  as  adept  as  nattiie,  of  veiling  his 
direct  meaning  in  figures  which  implied  more 
than  was  actoaOy  aaid.  He  nrely  foond  a 
difficnliy  in  making  his  hearen  eaailj  compre- 
hend all  that  he  meant,  while  he  guarded 
against  an  aocoralie  report  of  anything  that  ha 
had  instigated,  requested,  or  desiredt  by  render- 
ing the  expressions  in  themselves  unmeaning, 
that,  when  repealed  to  an  unprepaxed  ear,  their 
sense,  if  they  had  any,  seemed  very  di£terent 
from  that  which  the  circumstances  at  the 
moment  gave  them.  In  the  present  instance, 
however,  his  task  was  one  of  some  diSic\Atj; 
for  he  sought  to  convey  to  a  mind,  natuxally 
shrewd  and  acute,  and  accustomed  to  deal  very 
much  with  hyperbole  and  metaphor,  a  fake 
idea  in  the  general,  while  all  the  particiilan 
were  in  themselves  true. 

So  long  did  he  remain  silent,  that  the  Eleo- 
tress  at  leng^  said  in  a  tone  of  impatienoe, 
**  Well,  sir,  what  would  you  say  7^ 
[  **  Good  fiuthi  yonr  Highness,*  he  aosweied 
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ia  a  frank  tone ;  I  do  not  know  well  how  to 
begin.  I  must  not  forget  that  it  is  my  cousia 
I  am  speaking  of;  bot  yet  I  wish  to  give 
you  such  aa  insight  into  the  matter  that  you 
may  judge  fairly  of  it  by  yourself.  From 
wioQS  circumstances*  which  it  is  little  worth 
while  to  speak  of,  this  good  cousin  of  mine 
has  conceiTed  a  honor  and  fear  of  woman's 
love*'^ 

1  can  conceive  the  circumstances,"  an- 
swered the  Electress;  ^his  history  is  not 
wholly  unknown  to  me.  Master  Lovet** 

Then  jou  Lave  the  whole  affair,''  answered 
her  visitor,  catohing  gladly  at  the  admission ; 
^  I  need  say  nothing  more.  You  have  seen 
with  your  own  eyes,  know  right  well,  must 
have  heard  and  marked  the  attractions  which 
yonr  comt  possesses  ibr  my  poor  cousin  Al- 
gernon. Within  two  days  he  took  fright  at 
his  own  sensations,  and  was  for  flying  as  &st 
as  possible ;  but  a  duel,  a  kaight-^mmt-like 
adventore,  imprisonment,  and  the  de^il  to 
boot,  I  believe,  have  detained  him  here  even 
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till  now;  and  Xiove's  chain,  I  doubt  not,  is 
round  and  round  his  heart  by  tlus  time. 
Nererthelessy  he  will  snap  his  fetten  as  soon  as 

his  limbs  are  free;  aad  as  I  ba?e  prombed» 
by  an  oath  more  binding  than  a  marriage 
Tow^  to  go  with  him  wherever  he  goes  for  the 
next  jear,  j'oii  may  well  judge  that  I  am  not 
very  anzbns  to  see  bis  prison  doois  unlocked.'" 

Elizabeth  meditated  for  a  minute  or  two, 
and  then  answered,  should  have  thought 
the  '.mission  which  brought  him  hither  would 
detain  him  somewhat  longer  at  our  court" 

^<  There  are  two  objections  to  that  sup- 
position/*  replied  Lovet;  "£xst,  that  whatever 
object  he  had  in  coming  hither — of  which  I 
know  nothing ;  for  he  has  his  secrets  as  well 
as  I  have  mine — must  be  attained  by  this  time. 
Depend  upon  it^  your  Highness,  if  he  had  any 
object  at  aU»  it  was  but  to  examine,  to  see, 
to  inquire,  aad  nothing  more.  lie  must  have 
seen  enough  of  your  court,  must  have  heard 
enough  of  coming  events,  for  a  quick  mind  like 
his  to  have  formed  ii:>  own  conclusious." 
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That  is  oae  objectioa  to  my  view,*^  replied 
,the  Electress;  f  what  is  the  second?'' 

''A  very  simple  one/'  said  William  Lovet^ 
"  namely,  that  the  court  of  the  Count  Pala- 
tine is  Yery  soon  to  become,  if  what  men  say 
be  Hue,  the  court  of  a  great  king,  Ueldel- 
beig  is  about  to  lose  its  splendour,  and  those 
who  stay  there  may  study  or  may  sii^  amongst 
nightingales  and  professors,  with  sweet  voices 
and  deep  learning;  but  no  courtly  auditory, 
and  but  small  company 

The  Elcctici35  bUiiied.  "  Such  thiugs  may 
be,"  she  said,  in  a  grave  pondering  tone,  seem- 
ing to  consider  each  word;  ^^but  yet,  my 
good  nr,  as  all  things  must  come  to  an  end, 
so  must  this  gentleman's  yisit  to  our  court. 
Only  I  would  rather — whatever  my  husband's 
decision  may  be  upon  matters  which  have  been 
bruiled  about  somewhat  too  largely — would 
rather,  1  say,  that  a  noble  gciillemau  of  ujy  own 
land,  supposed  to  be  sent  hither  expressly  by  my 
iather,ahouidnottake  his  departure  immediately 
that  the  Elector^s  resolution  is  made  nublic,** 
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Lovet  saw  his  advantf^e,  and  exclaiined  at 
once,  Heaven  forefend  1  it  would  be  most 
detrimental  !** 

**  Highly  so,"  rejoined  the  Electress.  Eu- 
mours,  true  or  Mae,  assign  to  this  young  gen- 
tleniaa  a  high  place  in  the  world's  esteem ; 
the  confidence  of  his  own  sovereign  in  the  task 
of  watching  here  the  proceedings  relative  to 
the  Bohemian  crown,  and  of  acting  according 
as  circnrostances  shall  seem  to  need.  It  will 
certainly,  as  you  say,  be  most  detrimental,  if, 
immediately  after  the  Electoi^s  decision  is 
known,  he  were  to  withdraw  himself  instantly 
from  our  court,  from  any  private  motives  such 
as  you  mention.  Men  would  instantly  say, 
that  the  step  we  were  about  to  take  was  dis- 
approved of  by  the  crown  whence  we  have 
the  best  right  to  look  for  assistance  and  sup* 
port.  Little,  indeed,  have  we  had  hitherto ; 
but  such  an  act  on  the  part  of  your  firiend 
would  be  fatal.  We  all  know  what  is  the 
effect  of  high  countenance  in  the  outset  of  a 
great  undertaking;  and  I  need  not  tell  ycu. 


Digitized  by 


BLBBBO 


that  my  Cither's  lakewarmness  in  this  cause 
has  already  created  diiBculties,  and  disheart- 
ened our  followers.** 

Lovet  laid  his  finger  on  hia  temple,  and 
seemed  to  consider  deeply  the  subjects  brought 
before  him.  But,  if  the  truth  must  be  told, 
this  thouLrhtfiil  mood  was  assumed;  and  he 
answered  the  next  moment  with  a  sudden 
exclamation,  as  if  some  bright  thought  had 
stmck  him,  Were  it  not  better  that  you  took 
Lim  with  you  to  Bohemia?  His  appearance  at 
Prague,  with  all  the  rumours  going  before  him 
which  yonr  Highness  has  mentioned,  would  give 
hope  and  coniideoce,  would  raise  the  spirits  of 
the  people,  would  depress  and  keep  in  check 
the  adverse  party,  and  would  add  an  ingredient 
tending  to  strengthen  union,  which  is  all  that 
would  seem  wanting  to  complete  success.* 

<<But  would  he  go?''  exclaimed  Elizabeth. 
^  The  same  motives  that  made  him  eager  to 
quit  Heidelberg,  would  surely  withhold  him 
from  Prague." 

'^Wben  we  set  a  trap  for  a  linnet,"  said 

L  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


148 


HBIDSLBBBfiU 


Lovet,  **we  take  care  to  conceal  the  wires. 
'  T  ia  needless  that  yoar  Highness  should  say, 
that  either  the  Lady  Agnes  goes  with  you, 
or  the  &ir  Countess  of  LauBsitx.'' 

The  Princess  smiled ;  for  she  not  unwillingly 
mixed  herself  with  the  small  policy  of  her 
husband's  oourt^  and  took  some  pleasure  in 
the  canning  parts  of  diplomatic  intrigue. 
She  made  no  anawer,  however^  and  Iiovet 
proceeded: — 

"  If  ever  there  was  a  gallant  and  chivalrous 
spirit  in  thb  world  it  is  my  ooosin  Algernon's. 
To  serve  a  lady  with  his  swordf  or  his  heart  s 
best  blood,  would  be  the  pride  of  his  life, 
provided  he  did  not  ftar  that  by  so  doing 
he  would  bind  himself  in  somewhat  too  strong  a 
chain.  At  your  first  callj  the  spirit  of  his  race 
and  his  name  will  rise  to  defend  your  cause 
before  the  world.  A  Lady,  his  Princess,  the  love 
of  all  hearts,  the  admiration  of  all  eyes,  would 
find  a  right  willing  servant,  and  one  who  in  the 
camp,  or  courts  or  counsel ^  could  do  great 
deeds.   Ready  and  willing,  I  take  upon  myself 
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to  say,  he  would  be,  if  one  fair  iadj'i  name  was 
not  mentioned  in  your  train/' 

The  Frinoett  mused,  and  seemed  somewhat 
embarrassed.  '^I  have  always  intended/'  she 
said^  ^*  that  if  we  go— -of  which  I  as  yet  know 
nothing — ^Agnes  should  go  with  me;  I  have 
told  her  so.  She  would  look  upon  it  us  a  slight 
if  I  did  not  take  her*  She  has  been  to  me 
almost  as  a  sister^  since  I  have  been  here — but 
yet  I  will  speak  with  her ;  for  much  must  be 
SBcrifioed  fiir  a  great  objeet.'* 

-  Nay.  your  Highness,  speak  with  her  not," 
answered  Lovet,  laughing;  ^leore  her  not 
behind.  Once  he  has  pcomised  yoo  the  temoe 
of  his  8word|  lie  will  not  break  iiis  word, 
nor  withdraw  from  the  contract ;  but  there  is  no 
needy  in  naming  those  who  are  to  accompany 
\ou,  that  all  shall  be  laeutioucd  at  the  first. 
Omit  some  names^  which  may  be  added  after- 
wards as  you  may  think  fit.  Heaven  ibrefend 
that  a  high  princess  shall  not  have  right  and 
title  to  change  her  mind  seven  times  a  day,  as 
well  as  a  washerwoman's  daughter  I*' 
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**  I  undeistaudy'*  aoswered  Elizabeth,  laugli- 
iDg,  **1  understand;  but  you  thinky  theo^  he 
Tvili  not  take  flight  if  he  finds  that  this  £ur 
daDgeroui>  little  friend  of  mine  is  one  of  the 
tnin,  after  all?" 

''No  fear,  no  fear,"  replied  Lovet;  *'once 
pxomiaed,  he  is  yours  for  life  or  death;  and 
good  Mth  1  to  say  the  truth,  ^tis  fair  this  lady 
should  be  of  the  party*  When  he  once  iinds 
her  sweet  companionship  fixed  upon  htm  beyond 
the  possibihty  of  escape,  he  will  yield  himself 
gailj^  to  his  fate,  put  on  the  Celadon,  and 
humanise  himself  a  little,  which  is  all  that 
he  wants  to  make  him  perfect  in  his  way. 
Never  was  statue,  or  hewn  block  of  stone,  from 
Lot's  wife  down  to  the  works  of  Praxiteles, 
more  cold  or  uncomfortable  as  a  companion 
than  my  good  coudn  Algernon,  solely  fpom  his 
lamentable  fear  of  giving  way  to  the  fire  in  hia 
own  heart.  .  For  part,  I  think  a  litde  honest 
love  gives  the  crowning  touch  to  all  ezceUenoe* 
With  the  virtue  which  the  old  Homans  attrir 
buted  to  the  fine  arts,  it  softens  manners, 
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purifies  the  heart  and  spirits,  elevates  the 
character^  and  takes  from  us  that  tonch  of  the 
wild  beast,  which  is  always  to  be  found  in 
what  my  greai-graQdmother,  who  was  a  Lol- 
lard,— Heaven  keep  her  from  puxgatory ! — used 
to  call  *  the  natural  man.' 

*  I  believe  it  does,  sh:,"  answered  the  £lec- 
trest,  amused,  and  even  pleased,  with  the 
strange  picture  his  conversation  displayed  of 
many  qualities  apparently  very  opposite,  and 
not  knowing  that  all  which  seemed  good  was 
thrown  in  to  make  the  dish  suit  the  palate 
of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  presented, — 1 
beUere  it  does;  but  it  must  be,  as  you  say^ 
honest  love  to  do  so/' 

^Well,  beautiful  princess,**  replied  Lovet, 
with  a  low  laugh  that  he  could  not  suppress,— 
one  of  those  light,  demoralizing,  sataaic  laughs, 
which  attack  virtuous  principles,  unassailable  by 
any  aigument— ^'  I  only  speak  of  honest  love. 
The  thought  of  nought  else  could  ever  enter 
into  my  good  cousin's  heart;  he  is  as  pure  and 
innocent  as  what  Will  Shakspeare  calls  a  suck- 
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ing  dove ;  and  that  love,  when  he  finds 
lie  cannot  escape  from  it,  will  be  a  chhral- 
xous  bond  to  your  court  and  senrice  for 
ever." 

And  your  own  love.  Master  Lovet^**  asked 

the  FriDcess ;  You  don't  suppose  I  have  been 
blind  to  your  devotion  to  a  certain  fiur  lady? 
What  of  your  own  love  ?" 

^  Oh^  immaculate  and  high,"  answered  Lovet^ 
with  his  sneering  smile ;  the  pure  concepticii 
of  enthusiastic  devotion — ^a  passion^  like  the 
flame  on  Vesta's  altar,  burning  for  ever  with  a 
holy  light — no  smoke^  high  Princess^  no  red 
and  fiery  glare,  but  blue  and  thin  and  cold,  like 
the  flame  of  spirits  on  a  sponge— quite  spiritnal» 
quite  spiritual,  I  can  assure  you" — and  he 
laughed  again  in  bitter  mockery  of  the  roman- 
tic character  of  the  age,  which  conld  conceive 
that  love  can  be  separated  firom  the  fire  that  is 
its  life.  **  Surely,  surely,  bright  lady,  if  others 
nay  be  permitted  to  play  Strephona,  lam  not  to 
be  blamed  if  I  Celadon  it  a  little,  though  the  lan- 
guishing eyes  of  the  Countess  of  Laussitz  do 
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look  as  if  they  would  wake  the  terrestrial  £roSj 
nllier  than  the  celestial/' 

In  apite  oi  herself  the  FrincesB  could  not  but 
smile ;  but,  putting  on  a  grave  look  the  moment 
after,  she  leplied,  ^  Well,  weU.  Far  be  it 
fiom  me  to  laj  any  restraint  upon  gallant  and 
noble  derotion  to  the  fiur;  it  is  the  high  mov* 
ing  power  to  all  great  actions ;  and  on  it  am  I 
ready  to  rest  for  support  myself,  should  need 
be ;  bat  remember.  Master  Lovet,  I  wiU  have 
no  scandals  in  my  court ;  that  is  an  indisp^i- 
sable  coiidilion  to  jour  sojourn  with  it.* 

Scandal,  your  Highness !  HeaTen  forbid  T 
exclaimed  Lovet ;  I  would  not  have  a  scandal 
foft  the  world.  Always  consider  what  such  a 
Aing  wookl  imply ;  I  declare  the  very  thought 
of  it  would  spoil  my  breakfast,  bad  I  not  made 
one  good  meal  before  I  came  out.  The  conse* 
qaences  would  be  frightful :  first,  I  should  lose 
your  Highness s  favour;  next,  I  should  have  to 
cut  the  throat  of  a  little  fat,  small-eyed  husband 
—work  for  a  pork-butcher,  but  not  for  a  cavalier 
with  dean  hands ;  and  last^  i  should  have  to 
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marry  the  fair  ikme  mjself,  which  would  cer- 
tainly put  an  end  to  all  our  fine  Platonica. 
THo,  no,  hy  that  iair  hand  I  swear,  jou  shall 
have  no  scandal  by  any  act  of  WilUam  Ixnret*'* 

WelU  Sir  William/*  answered  the  Electress, 
*^  joix  will  recollect  that  false  names  do  not 
oover  well-known  faces;  that  your  leputatioa 
ia  not  quite  so  dear  and  bright  as  a  new  crim- 
son velvet  cloakj  laced  with  gold;  and  that, 
knowing  the  person  and  his  ways,  I  have  my 
eye  upon  him.  As  to  the  other  matter,  1  will 
think  of  what  you  have  said  concerning  your 
noble  cousin,  and  will  act  after  due  deliberation. 
We  must  not  lose  him  on  any  account,  if  it  be 
possible  to  keep  him;  but,  ere  I  decide  on 
aught,  I  must  speak  with  his  Hig^esa;  for 
these  are  matters,  in  regard  to  which  a  woman's 
judgment  is  not  worth  much.'^ 

Oh,  a  woman's  judgment  for  ever  T'  cried 
William  Lovet ;  in  love,  war,  wine,  and  policy, 
there  is  nothing  like  a  woman's  judgmentH-But 
now  I  will  take  my  leave;  for  I  see  these  £ur 
ladies  around  marvelling  sadly  at  our  long  con- 
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Tersation  in  an  unknown  tongue — tliougb. 
Heaven  help  us  I  wbat  we  should  have  done  on 
many  great  occasions  I  know  not,  if  certain 
wise  gentlemen  of  antiquity  had  not  thought 
fit  to  build  a  high  and  very  impious  tower  of 
Babel,  and  been  cuxsed  with  strange  languages, 
which  have  proved  very  serviceable  to  their 
posterity.  However,  if  we  talk  farther  in  one 
of  our  Babel  dialects  beibre  these  bright  dames, 
their  sweet  wits  will  find  or  liamc  Ucasoii  in  it; 
and  I  shall  be  impeached  to  the  Elector  for 
talking  something  more  soft  than  German  to 
liiB  lovely  Princess.  Thus,  then,  I  humbly 
take  my  leave;  and,  if  you  follow  my  sage 
advice  regarding  my  good  cousin^  I  will  so  play 
my  part  as  to  insure  that  he  is  bound  hand  and 
foot  to  promote  your  great  and  glorious  under- 
lakiogs.'* 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

Abovt  an  hour  after  his  libmtion,  Algemoii 
Grey  sat  alone  in  hia  chamber  at  tbe  GoUea 

Stagy  absorbed  in  deep  meditation.  The  ser- 
vanta  came  and  went,  bringing  down  fiom  the 
castle  ail  those  parts  of  his  baggage  which  iiad 
been  carried  up  during  his  imprisonment,  bat 
he  took  no  heed  of  them ;  and  even  Frill,  the 
page^  obtained  little  notice,  though  he  endea- 
▼oared  strongly  to  attract  attention  by  eloquent 
speech  and  graceful  demeanour.  The  great 
question  on  which  man's  fate  turns  so  fre- 
quently throughont  life :  How  shall  I  act  at 
this  next  step?"  was  then  before  his  eyes;  but 
his  mind  wandered  back  into  the  past,  and^ 


Digitized  by 


meiDBLBSBO.  157 

scrutiuiziog  what  had  occurred  duriDg  the  last 
three  days,  Algernon  Grey  could  not  fiee  him- 
self  altogether  fiom  the  repioachea  of  Us  own 
heart.  "  I  have  been  weak,"  he  said,  "  I  have 
been  wrong ;  I  have  yielded  to  drcumfltances, 
where  I  should  have  resisted  them ;  I  have  been 
tender  in  tone  and  manner,  where  I  should  have 
been  cold  as  ice.  Better^fiur  better,  that  she 
should  think  me  rude,  discourteous,  unkind, 
than  that  she  should  have  hereafter  to  say,  that 
I  did  her  wrong  and  sought  her  love  secretly, 
when  I  could  not  ask  it  honourably.  £ven  now 
itisfior  wiser  to  encounter  any  sort  of  reproach 
than  give  good  cause  for  dark,  well-founded 
accusation.  I  will  go — that  is  determined. 
To-motrow^B  sunset  shall  not  find  me  in 
Heidelberg." 

His  thoughts  ran  on  from  that  starting  point 
into  the  fiitore,  and  he  asked  himself,  What 
was  before  him ;  what  was  the  path  he  should 
pursue;  what  was  the  end  to  which  it  would 
lead?"  The  prospect  was  dark  and  gloomy: 
no  light  bhouc  upon  it ;  no  variety  appeared  to 
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cheer  it,  but  one  wild  waste  of  life  spread  out 
before  him,  oyei|iaiig  with  doods^  and  bearing 
nought  to  shelter  or  console.  He  fell  like  one 
of  those  anchorites  of  old,  who  Yohmtanlj 
quitted  the  sanshine  and  the  richness  of  culti«« 
▼ated  nature,  to  plange  into  the  gloom  and 
sterili^  of  the  desert  He  felt  that,  at  that 
moment,  there  was  beauty  and  brightness 
around  hiai,  all  that  could  charm  the  eye  or 
captivate  the  heart ;  that  gaiety  and  pleasnre, 
the  exercise  of  the  mind,  the  sport  of  the  fancy, 
the  kindling  of  passion,  the  ecstacy  of  love,  the 
wild  enthosiastic  delights  of  a  free  heart  revel- 
ling undisturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  best 
gifts  of  Heaven,  were  ready  for  his  grasp,  if  he 
chose  to  seize  them,  with  but  oiie  obstacle 
— but  that  obstacle,  to  his  mind,  insurmoun- 
table. He  felt  that  he  was  about  to  fly  them 
all,  voluntarily  to  resign  evexything  that  his 
heart  longed  for ;  with  the  parched  mouth  and 
thinty  lip  to  renounce  the  cooling  draught  of 
the  deep  well  ot  happiness  open  before  him ; 
and  to  speed  on  through  the  arid  desert  of 
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existence,  wiili  no  oae  to  support  or  cheer,  with 
not  one  spring  of  the  sweet  waters  of  comfort  ta 
give  liim  hope  along  bis  desolate  course.  Bar- 
ren, barren  spread  out  the  years  before  him. 
As  be  looked  through  the  long  sunless  Tista,  it 
seemed  as  if  an  open  tomb  was  all  that  closed 
the  far  perspectiye  to  receive  lum  at  the  end  of 
his  weary  journey,  and  afford  the  dull  sleep  of 
death  aud  corruption.  "  May  it  come  soon !"  he 
thought,  ^may  it  come  soon]"  and»  with  his 
bands  pressed  upon  his  eyes,  be  remained 
pondering  bitterly  over  his  sad,  strange  fate. 

*^  Ah,  Algernon,"  cried  a  voice,  as  the  door 
opened,  you  look  marvellous  joy&l  over  your 
emancipation.  One  would  think  you  had  been 
in  a  dungeon  a  whole  year,  to  see  your  intern-^ 
pcrate  gaiety  at  the  recovery  of  your  freedom. 
But  I  knew  how  it  would  be,  and  I  told  the 
Electress  the  result.  I  mgcd  her  strongly  to 
keep  you  in  your  soft  bondage,  telling  her,  that 
to  set  you  at  liberty  was  but  to  restore  you  to 
the  slavery  of  a  most  perverse  education. — But 
how  goes  it,  my  good  cousin 
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Welly  I  thank  you,  William,'*  anaweied 
Algernon  Grey,  rising  and  shaking  oS  his 
gloom,  determined  to  encounter  Lovet's  keen 
jests  with  a  careless  tone.  "Faith,  you  aro 
quite  right,  m;  cousin.  The  chceriui  society 
that  yon  afforded  me  every  day  in  prison  made 
captivity  so  sweet,  that  I  could  have  staid  in  it 
fur  ever.'' 

See  the  ingnititade  of  manP'  cried  Ix>ve^ 
laughing.  "  I  have  given  kim  up  one-third  of 
my  whole  time,  and  yet  he  is  not  satisfied, 
although,  by  the  code  of  love  and  gallantly, 
as  he  well  know:>^  ilie  other  two  •thirds  were 
not  my  own  to  give;  they  were  pledged, 
pawned,  impignorated,  and  I  might  as  well 
have  stolen  a  jewel  out  of  Madam  de  Laussitz's 
ear,  or  taken  any  ring  off  her  finger  but  one, 
with  as  much  right  and  justice  as  I  could  have 
taken  <me  minute  more  than  I  did  to  bestow 
npon  my  kinsman's  affiurs.  Did  I  not  thrice 
see  the  Elector?  Did  I  not  twice  see  the 
Electresa?  Did  I  not  [make  love  to  seven  of 
her  ladies  i    Did  1  not  bow  nine  times  to  nine 
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old  gendemen?  Did  I  not  .  fee  a  page  for  an 
audience  i   And  actually  embrace  a  chamber* 

lain — the  most  disgusting  task  of  all— entirely 
to  obtain  his  liberty?  although  I  knew  the 
first  use  he  would  make  of  it  would  be  to  work 
his  own  unhappiness  and  my  disappointment." 

Nay^  Wiiliam*  nothing  of  the  kind,"  re-^ 
plied  Algernon  Grey.  We  are  all  upon  the 
aearph  for  happiness^  yon  and  I  alike;  and 
each  must  seek  his  in  hia  own  way«  I  thank 
you  for  all  the  trouble  you,  have  taken;  but 
birds  when  they  are  fiee  will  use  their  wings ; 
and  so  will  I  to-morrow.  I  have  not  been  so 
long  accustomed  lo  a  cage  as  to  love  its 
neighbonrhood.'' 

*'  Stay,  stay/"  cried  Lovet.  Your  pardon, 
my  good  consin!   I  am  not  on  the  search  for 

happiness ;  that  is  a  wild-goose  chase,  always 
beginning,  never  ending;  still  disappointing, 
o&ring  fruition  nowhere*  Pleasure,  pleasure 
is  what  I  seek — the  honey  that  is  in  every 
flower.  If  we  exhaust  one,  why  let  us  fly  on 
to  another.    The  bee  for  ever,  Algernon  I 
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Tiiat  ioiiuftirioua  ioaeet.is  my  euibleiiw  Go&i 
fittthl  I  will  ttk  the  hsndda  if  I  may  not  pal 
h  ML  mtf  arms.  Like  il^  I  aask  th*  aimtai  q£ 

life,  wherever  they  are  to'  be  iuuud;  and  the 
ifild.  thyaie^  qb  the  eokvvated  me  ie  eil  iIm 
same'  to  me*" 

"  But  a  spendthrift-bee,"  answered  Alger- 
hqb,  Gffi^ ;  tar  you  lay  up*  na>  afteie  for  the 
ftttore,  but  consuming  all  the  honey  that  jom, 
fmifMd  buiUin^no  vrnxy  ceUa-for  fiitwe  yeen^ 
A&er  ail,  the  embiam  is  not  a  pLeagant  ouq  ', 
for  were  you  as  thiifty  as  the  best,  our  muster, 
Cite^  would  eome  and  amoke'  yoa  m  die 
hi»e." 

I  will  give  him  no  cause,"  anewered  Lovei* 
gaily ;  ^  for  I  will  eat  my  honey  while  I  hatve 
got  it,  and  iiuaid  none  lu  icmpl  his  ruthless 
henda*  Bat  a  trace  to  bantariag,.  Algemoa; 
I  have  ssally  laboured  hard  to  set  you  icee, 
thinking  that  a  much,  better  way  of  spending 
my  time  than  pipii^  to  you  in  prisout  like 
Biuudel  to  good  Xiug  Richard.  But  now 
wbet  is  it  you  intend  to  do  ?  I  have  tnieted 
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and  liopeii,  ihal  a  few  Lours'  quiet  reflection, 
man  $by  mom  up  three  |nnr  of  stmra,  would 
turn  the  fxeah  must  oi  your  young  proprieties 
«»  good  womd  wme,  and  teach  you  that  where 
you  have  all  befim  you  that  ean  make  life 
happy^  it  is  needless  to  go,  like  a  drunkea 
nmi  with  s  purse  full  of  gold,  and  flip  the 
docats  with  your  thumb-nail  into  a  draw-welL'' 
**  What  do  you  mean  ?  "  asked  his  cousin  ; 
I  mtend  to  thraw  noduDg  away  tbaC  n  good. 
Bate  coin  is  as  well  in  a  draw-well  as  any- 
where eke** 

*<Naf,  nay,  be  frank,^  eatclaimed  Lovet; 
I  mean  that  jou  do  not  surely  intend  to 
quit  this  place  so  soon  ae  you  have  once 
threatened.'* 

I  see  no  reason  why  I  diould  stay,"  an- 
aweied  Algernon  Grey. 

**  What  I  not  love  ?  "  cried  the  other.  "  Nay, 
my  good  cousin,  do  not  look  detected !  Can 
you  suppose,  that  I  liave  not  seen,  that  I  do 
aot  know  ?   By  every  sign  and  token,  from  an 

untied  collar,  to  a  hat  put  on  wiongside  before^— 

M  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


164 


HEIDELBERG 


firom  a  sigh  in  the  middle  of  a  well-tamed 
sentence,  to  an  answer  made  as  irrelevant  to 
the  purpose  as  an  old  maid's  comment  on  last 
Sunday's  sermon,  you  are  in  love^  man — up  to 
the  neck  in  that  soft  quagmire,  love.  And» 
good  laith  I  I  must  own«  too»  that,  considering 
your  inexperience  of  such  things,  aud  the 
resistance  of  yonr  nature  to  all  sweet  infla* 
encesy  you  have  not  chosen  amiss  —  bri^t 
eyes,  sweet  lips,  a  cheek  like  a  ripe  peach, 
hair  bright  and  glossy  as  the  sunshine  on  a 
bank  of  moss,  a  form  that  might  have  made 
Helen  envious,  and  false  Paris  doubly  fiJse/* 

Aigemon  Grey  seated  himself  at  the  taUe 
again,  and  leaned  his  head  upon  iiib  hand,  with 

his  eyes  thoughtfully  bent  down,  and  a  nd 
spot  in  his  cheek*  He  would  not,  he  could 
not  say  that  he  did  not  love;  but  be  was 
pained  that  his  clear-sighted  cousin  had  divined 

the  truth. 

In  the  mean  time  Lovet  proceeded,  seeing 
clearly  that  Aigemon  did  not  listen;  but 
trusting  that  a  word  or  two  at  least  would  &11 
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thiaagb  the  inattentive  ear  upon  the  mind^ 
and  produce,  perhapBy  a  more  lasting  e£fect 

thau  it  thcj  were  listened  to  and  answered. 

Stay,  Algernon,  stay,"  be  cried ;  stay 
and  be  happy.  Cast  not  away  from  you»  for 
vain  fantasies,  joy  thai  is  seldom  afforded  to 
any  man  more  than  once  in  life — opportuni- 
ties which  neglected  never  return,  and  once 
.  lost,  leave  imceasing  regret  behind  tbem.  Stay, 
and  make  her  yours."' 
''Make  her  miner'  exclaimed  Algernuu  Grey* 

"  Ohi  a  thousand  courses  are  open,'*  an- 
swered his  cousin.      Shall  I  point  them  out  ?'* 

Algernon  vraved  his  hand,  and  shook  his 
head,  with  a  bitter  smile ;  1  see  none,"  he 
anaweied* 

Well,  listen,"  replied  LoveU  "  This  Her- 
bert, this  unde,  is  a  soldier  to  fortune — a  man 
of  no  rank  or  position  to  bar  the  path  to  one 
of  your  name  and  station.  Troublous  times 
are  coming  on ;  and  over  tbis  fidr  Palatinate 
vriD,  ere  long,  roll  a  sea  of  disasters, .  vrbich 


will  bveak  bfmda,  tiukm  Abb,  sndt  in  m  ipide 

oluuis  of  coufuaioi^  leave  ^portmutififi  viiick  a 
wise  loT^  would  profit  by*" 

^  Kay,  fu^y^icried  jy^emon  Gtey,  «tertiiig 
up  and  raiaiog  liimseif  to  iiis  iuU  height,  ^  m 
oiom  of  todi  a  ifaeiiie ;  yoa  do  notvnimtnd 
401^  William." 

Ri|^kt  well,  my  cousiu,"  replied  Lovet, 
wkk  CM  of  ins  MicaBtic  aniileB;  ^hat  I 
thought  it  best  to  put  the  wuist  case  iiisl^  aud 
jnt  jrour  Blnwirii  puntwism  in  atms,  by  £fl- 
playing  the  path  that  any  other  wicked  world* 
J^gs  would  take.  The  fair  lady's  heart  is, 
Aftaktlmmp  mam  tim  iuM  goait  already ;  and 
lhnnghtfj>crbi^>  like  all  these  proud  beauties, 
she  might  start  a  little  at  first  tfrom  the  thought 
of  such  unconditional  surrender,  yet  tbai  aaid 
bltle  tyrant  Love  wouki  coi^pei  obedienoe  to 
Jbia  ooBsmarwk.  Then,  however,  llieBe  as 
Motber  ooune  ta  iakeu  The  high^atilted 
course,  in  all  respects  suited  to  your  stiff  aud 
ngnifiimnf  lirss** 

^  Aj^  wfaatis  that?    cried  Algecnon  Gisey, 
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toBiing  quickly  towaid  him*  aad  betajwd,  by 

a  sudden  gkam  of  into  a  greater  display^ 
of  his  leeli^gs  than  he  oould  have  ilesiredL 

Lcmt  8U{]piei8ed  the  eimk,  that  half  4saded 
liis  lip,  ere  his  causin  saw  it;  though  he  knew 
well  that  eFaiL  to  hove  xaiaad  ufiata  moment  a 
vdaion  oi  happuaeas  be&ie  his  oousin's  e}e%  wbb 
00  BUichgainedftrhiaovja  flans.  The  matter, 
nelhiBka,  is  my  fiMy^**  he  oaswend;  jm 
have  uuught  to  do  but  iirat  to  make  her  joiiia 
beyond  rsoaU ;  and  4ha^  beiag  much  too 
taous  to  remaia  in  an  4MihaUowed  iiaion^  give 
her  the  deepest  proof  of  your  tenJexaed:^  and 
lore  by  breaking  <this  hoj-inamiige  of  yooxs 
with  the  Lady  Catherine.  What  riglit  haye 
^fiitheiB  and  auothars,  auioLss  and  aunts,  or 

BQLndiatheDS  t^nA  ^niArdiang  -Art Hat    to  rfclflHflpA 

a  boy  oi'  iiliecn  by  a  vuw  al  die  kdVdX  lo  au 
engagement  ibrdifie^  -the  Torynatuxe  of  which 
he  does  not  understaadi*  It  is  both  absurd 
and  wicked ;  there  may  be  many  doubts 
whether  iiis  lawfid — 

X^onc^  none,^'  cried  Algernon  Grey;  ^'it 


168 


HRIDETiBBflO 


has  taken  place  a  hundied  times.  Poor  Essex 

and  myself  are  in  the  same  swl  case." 

<'Ay,  bat  he  is  worse  off  than  you/'  ao* 
swered  liovet ;  for  he,  like  a  fool,  w.ent  back 
and  took  her  home^  whOe  you  have  wisely  staid 
away  with  the  broad  sea  between  you.  Now, 
though  the  lady  and  her  good  firiends  may 
Teiy  likely,  as  the  matters  stand,  hold  fittt  by 
an  engagement  which  secures  to  iier  high  rank 
and  large  possessions  as  your  wife ;  yet,  if  she 
finds  you  entangled  irrevocably  with  another, 
she  will  soon  consent  to  that  wliich  you  desire, 
and  on  a  joint  petition  to  the  peers  this  baby- 
matrimony  will  be  soon  annolled." 

•*She  will  not  consent,"  said  Algernon 
Grey,  bitterly ;  at  least  her  friends  will  not  f 
and  then  he  added,  hxiug  bis  eyes  upon  Lovet, 
*'  and  is  it  you,  William,  who  can  wish  that  I 
should  thus  treat  your  own  fiur  cousin  7^ 

''Ob,"  answered  Lovet,  with  a  laugh,  '^it 
will  not  break  her  heart  I  know  her  Welti— 
better  than  you  do,  Algernon;  and  I  advise 
you  for  llie  liappincss  of  both.    This  is  no 
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common  case  of  perfidy.  What  does  she  know 
of  you  to  make  her  love  yon  1  or  give  one  sigh 
because  you  love  another  ?   Do  you  thmk,  my 
fiur  cousin,  that  yonr  gr^t  qoalities  are  so 
apparent,  or  your  fine  person  so  attractive,  that 
one  short  sight  of  yon  at  the  altar  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  tricked  out  in  a  white  satin  doublet^ 
purfled  with  blue,  and  iaccd  with  gold,  is  quite 
sufficient  to  make  her  die  of  love  for  you?  or, 
what  were  more  marvellous  stiii,  to  preserve 
a  holy  constancy  of  nuddenly  affection  during 
seven  long  years  of  absence  ?  Pooh,  pooh !  she 
is  not  of  that  spirit  at  all,  I  can  tell  you.   If  she 
diooght  of  you  at  all,  when  last  she  saw  you,  it 
was  but  as  a  pretty,  well-dressed  doll;  and 
doubtless,  had  they  left  you  with  her  then,  she 
would  have  stuck  a  new  fiurthingale  round  your 
neck  better  to  her  taste,  or  put  you  into  a  cradle 
and  tried  to  rock  you  to  sleep.   She  has  got 
other  notions  now ;  but,  for  aught  we  know, 
you  may  not  be  the  object  of  thciii." 

^Perhape  not,"  replied  Algernon  Grey, 
setting  his  teeth  hard ;    perhaps  not,  liovet, — 
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I  hme  reason  to  ihiok  soi— i^ut  Daw  mack 
wmtt  my  good  eooMDy  and  yoa  know  that  I 
am ikmia keeping  my xesoiutuins;  Iliavejfiea 

a  fair  and  lovely  creature  licrc,  beauiilul,  kmd, 

anmwittffrf^  high  I  WOttld.aB  jUKIQ  poUole 

that  ezeature^  if  I  ooalc^  as  I  voi^  de&trojr  the 
bemtf  of  her  &ce ;  I  ^wonUl  as  <aoan  bring 
•wfetchedneB  into  har  heao^  aa  I  wooid  bcaak 
those  iovelj  limbs  upon  the  rack — ^so,  once  Sas 
lA, M  note  4f  thia.  lahall  iaaiae  Heidelbexg 
te-*BM>xrow«" 

Lovet  paused^  and  thouglit  for  a  moment 
kgfing  faiihaiid  ^mponiiia  ibrnai^  witha  stodied 
air  of  meditation:  I  thought  it  was  on  Satur- 
day next,''  he  wd,"*  tint  ike  Elactor  wot.'* 

^IbittheEteatariveMtr  aqNatad  Algenaoii 
Grej ;  ^  I  know  not  what  you  maaig  Wiliiam." 

my  good  wmok*^  masmemd  JUmel ; 
^yon  do  not  w^pipoBa  jfehat  I  am  not  Awaie 
I  rederic  has  been  urging  you  to  go  with  .him  in 
this  expedition  to  BokflHoa.  I  do  aat  mnan  to 
tuj  that  yon  juse  makir^g  your  love  for  Agnes 
Sedbert  a»  mwcwm  io  me  AragMh  4ionaantlo 
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the  Elector's  mid  aud  unproiitabie  scheme; 
Jmt  you  (wiQ  not  denj,  that,  tempted  by  the 
jvospect  of  raioiminAnDs^and  atnuoge  advea- 
tures  in  a  distant  country,  you  have  taken 
adwitage  of  die  4dfer,  Jthinking  at  tke  same 
time  to  divert  your  mind  irom  wiiat  you  judge 
dimgerous  thouglu^  and  quit  a  society  that  you 
Jove  too  much." 

I  will  deny  it  aitugelher/'  answered  Alger- 
nam  Cbteg^  calmly.  "  The  Elector  has  jiever 
meutioaedxhe  name  of  ftobproia  'p  jny  hf^i'^F^^  j 
I  was  not  awai£  lie  iiad  ai^cepled  ihls  .thorny 
Gt0wn»  or  that  he  was  jpung  either  •aooa  or 
lale.'* 

aaedLovet4  ^ndifJbeiiaTeaat  asked  jtou^  he 

will  do  it,  be  you  sure.  Craven  goes  kim— * 
And  the  Adnoeai?  "  itnmimdfil  Al^^emofi* 
**  She  goesy  m  ioUaws  immediately^''  said  liis 
couaOf  'Uike  a  true  dame  of  romance,  she 
telk  me^  witli  iuit  iivo  ladies  aod  tmo  miling 
women^  aome  iialf-dozen  .antique  ^ntlemfi% 
and  a  tanop  hona." 
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Algernon  Grey  mused^  calculating  whether 
it  was  probable  that  Agues  would  be  one  of 
those  selected  to  accompany  the  Electresa*  At 
length  he  asked,  in  a  somewhat  hesitating  man- 
ner, ''Did  you  hear  the  ladles'  names  who  go 
with  her?'' 

**0h,  yeSi'*  answered  Lovet;  **one  was  the 
Baroness  Loewenstein,  whom  you  saw  the  other 
night ;  the  other  a  Countess,  with  a  hard  name 
I  do  not  recollect,  and  would  not  utter  if  I  did ; 
all  I  know,  alas !  is,  that  it  is  not  Laossits. — ^Bat 
be  prepared,  my  iair  cousin :  for,  depend  upon 
it,  the  Elector  will  ask  you ;  and,  if  yon  are  not 
mad,  you  will  plead  some  other  occupations ; 
for  nothing  will  come  of  this  rash  scheme  but 
disaster  and  hard  blows.  He  is  a  gaUant 
Prince,  it  is  true,  and  will,  doubtless  have  to 
aid  him  a  brave  and  maoly  duvalry  ;  but  llie 
odds  against  him  are  too  great*  Spain  and 
Savoy,  and  Burgundy,  the  imperial  power  and 
three*foarths  of  the  empire,  papal  gdd  and 
intrigue,  and  Italian  mercenaries  enough  to 
conquer  a  new  world ;  while  France  nego- 
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tiatesy  England  hesitates^  and  Holland  takes 
care  of  itself*  You  had  better  firame  some 
excuBe;  so  with  that  wanung  I  will  leave 
yoD ;  for  there  is  a  pair  of  soft  violet  eyes 
looking  ibr  me  as  i  ride  up  the  hill," 

Algernon  Grey  smiled.  It  was  not  at  his 
conaiii's  allusioa  to  the  Countess  of  Laussitz,  but 
father,  that  Lovet  should  think  he  could  be 
deterred  by  such  arguments  as  had  been  used. 
The  reader  may  inquire  if  Lovet  thought  they 
would  deter  him.  It  would  seem  not ;  aod  even 
Algernon  Grey  became  suspicious  as  he  medi- 
tated. 

"  I  will  make  myself  sure,"  he  said,  after 
pondering  for  some  time.  It  is  more  than  pro- 
bable  she  will  remain  with  the  Electress-modier ; 
and  if  she  do,  this  adventure  is  as  good  as  any 
other  to  fill  up  a  space  of  time*— I  will  go  up 
and  take  leave  of  her  and  her  uucle  to-night ; 
tor,  perchance  I  may  not  see  them  at  the  court 
to*niorrow." 

His  heart  sank  as  he  thought  of  that  leave- 
taking  ;  and  he  shrank  firom  the  task,  which  he 
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funned*  Minutes  aad  hours  passed  by  ;  aad  it 
WW  late  in  the 

kngth  be  set  out  ea  hat,  aad,  taldn^  kis  waj 
by  what  is  still  called,.  I  beheve,  the  Burg-weg, 
he  ivflched  tke  gstes  of  Ibe  cmtief  aadoblHBed 
admnsioo.  As  iiauai,  tbe  courta  aad  paaaagea 
wetm  Ailed  wiA  a  moving  nddtHde;  UhI 
.AdgmMQ  G»7  walked  atnugfal}  mdeng  M 
one  till  he  reached  the  tower  in  which  Coioaei 
Heibexlfa  lodging  waa  ntnaled,  and^  motmtiuy 
the  ataxca,  he  knocked  at  tba  beaivy  oaken  door* 
A  voice  said, — "  Come  in  but  it  was  not  that 
of  tke  ijigliah  offiser;  and  die  noment after  he 
stood  before  Agnes  Herbert,  who  sat  writing  at 
a  table  alone*  She  ataited  vp^  when  Ae  anf 
him,  with  a  joyfiil  smile ;  and,  giving  him  her 
hand,  coDgiatukted  him  OQ  his  liberation* 
Bntr  after  a  few  hnet  aenteneea  had  beea 
spoken,  her  manner  became  more  grave;  and 
she  said,  "  You  were  seeking  my  uncle ;  hftt 
he  has  just  gone  teth^  leaving  nw  fti  copy  this 
paper  for  hinw" 
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''I  eMe,"  waid  Algmm  G«ey».  in  a  calm 

and  but,  in  spite  of  himself^  a  vcrj  sad 
ummr'' to  \Mhum  BdMB^ua  I  ibmigUkum 
tluNik  likftij^  houi  hiat  hmj  ocftupatiooi^  that 

I  might  not  6ee  him  at  tiie  cutul  lu-mun'ow 


«  Adieu,  r  said  Agnes*  Are  yoa  going 
soon,  tlm  ?'  and  aa  slid  spoktt  bar  &c«  ttmied 
deadly  pttle* 

"  1  must  go,  I  fear,  to-morrow,*'  replied 
AlgBinan  Gsey,  *^aa  aaon  as  I  have  taken 
leave  of  the  £iect«v  and  the  £kclres&  The 
hoar  Mamad  fiw  fiecaiviiig.  me  is  at  eleven. 
Witt  Jon  be  there  r 

I  think  not,"  answered  Agpes^  ia  a  voice 
that  tminbkd  slightly. 

Xhe%  dear  lady,  I  will  bid  you  lareweil 
now,"*  said  AJgernon  Grey,  using  a  strong 
imanwsiA  av€r  csvery  woid  and  every  tone. 
«  Believe  me»  I  am  deeply  grateloi  ibr  all  the 
kindnaas  yoo  have  shown  me,  and  shall 
reBMOibar  the  days  I  have  passed  here,, 
though  several  have  beea   days   of  impri- 
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sonment^  as  amongut  the  brightest  things  of 
life.'' 

He  had  intended,  when  he  vtent  thither, 
to  eatplain  to  her  his  situation ;  and  had  Agnes 
uttered  one  word,  which  could  have  led  to  the 
bubjcct,  it  would  have  been  done  at  once.  But 
for  a  time  she  remained  rilent;  and  he  felt 
that  to  obtrude  such  a  topic  would  be  but  too 
plainly  to  indicate  the  feelings  of  his  heart 
towards  herself. 

When  she  did  reply,  she  merely  said,  "  You  are 
geneions  to  express  any  gratitude  to  me.  I  have 
but  shown  you  common  kindness,  while  all  the 
debt  in  on  my  side*    I,  too,  shall  recollect  these 
hours  with  pleasure,  as  having  enabled  me,  how- 
ever poorly,  to  show  the  thankfidness  that  is  in 
my  heart  for  the  noUe  and  gallant  conduct  which 
delivered  me  at  a  moment  when  a  terrible  death 
seemed  certain.    I  do  not  think  my  unde  wiD 
be  present,  either,  to-morrow;  but  I  know 
he  will  grieve  much  not  to  see  you  before 
you  go;  and  if  you  like  to  give  him  such 
satis&ction,  you  will  find  him  at  the  fort,  called 
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the  Trutzkaiser«  where  he  is  causing  some 
alteratioDs  to  be  made.*' 

She  spoke  quite  calmly^  though  her  cheek 
still  remaiucd  colourless.  At  one  or  two  words^ 
indeed,  her  voice  tremUed ;  but  there  was  no 
other  emotion  visible. 

Algernon  Grej  tuok  her  liand,  and  pressed  his 
lipe  upon  it,  saying,  *'FaimeUI  Agnes,  ftxewell  1" 
Farewell  I "  she  answered  ;  may  you 
em  be  as  happy  as  I  wm  mae  yon  desenre  I  * 

He  ehook  his  head  aadly^  withdrew,  and 
closed  the  door. 

The  momeBtte  w«B  gone,  Agnes  sank  into 
the  chair  where  she  hsA  been  sitting,  covered 
her  eyes  with  her  hand,  and  seemed  to  gasp 
Sat  breath.  The  nest  instant,  however,  she 
raised  her  head  high,  cast  back  the  glossy  hair 
fioniier  fsue^  and  exclaimed,  This  is  naiH 
sense,  this  is  Mljl  People,  with  their  idie 
warnings,  have  put  such  vam  imaginations  in 
mf  heed,  fiut  theif  nee  gnne,  and  that  is 
over  and,  drawing  tiic  paper  tiiiiei;,  she  staove 
Id  wsile  again. 

YOIi.  n.  '  N 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Once  more  the  courts  of  the  castle  of  Heidel 
borg  were  crowded  with  horsee  and  servants; 
once  more  guest  after  guest  was  aniTing,  not 
now  for  the  purposes  of  rerdry  and  mirth,  bat 
for  the  more  serious  object  of  hearing  the  de- 
cision of  the  Prince  upon  a  question  destined  to 
affect  the  course  of  his  whole  life. 
'  Amongst  the  rest  who  rode  in^  followed  by 
their  servants,  were  the  two  young  Englishmen, 
with  whom  this  history  has  been  so  busy.  There 
\vas  no  hesitation  now  as  to  their  admission  ; 
and,  following  some  gentlemen,  who  had  dis- 
mounted in  haste  before  them,  they  were  soon 
in  the  hall,  where  the  Elector  was  receiving  his 
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court  No  ladies  were  preeent,  but  a  door  was 
open  on  his  left,  through  which  the  sweet  tones 
of  woman's  voice  were  heard;  and  Algernon 
Grey  remarkedi  that  several  of  those  present, 
though  not  all,  after  having  spoken  for  a  mo* 
ment  with  the  Prince,  passed  on,  and  entered 
the  chamber  to  which  that  door  led. 

Through  the  greater  part  ot  the  crowd — for 
the  hall  was  already  nearly  full — seemed  to 
reign  a  sort  of  joyful  enthusiasm.  Every  coun- 
tenance beamed  with  high  thoughts;  every 
voice  spoke  in  gay  tones;  and  notluDg  but 
satisfaction  seemed  to  be  spread  arouod  by  the 
tidinpt  which  were  now  general  throughout 
the  whole*  if  one  or  two  of  the  noblemen,  in- 
deed, who  stood  immediately  rouud  the  priuce, 
bore  a  graver  and  more  sedate  aspect,  it  might 
well  be  attributed  to  courtly  ceremony;  and 
Frederic's  own  face,  though  there  was  nothing 
like  thoughtless  merriment  upon  it,  was  cheer- 
ful and  serene,  as  if  well  and  fully  contented 
with  the  determinations  to  which  he  had  come. 
•   After  waiting  for  a  few  minutes  till  several 
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Qtikers  Jbad  |)aaifid»  Algcraoa  Grey  and  hii 
comin  approaobed  and  saluted  the  Bnae. 

You  have  come  mmmJuii  Iftie,  gwnlUwiy" 
lie  said ;  but,  oewtheleeii^  I  imixigki  glad  to 
aee  you  here;  and  I  timet  you,  sir,**  be  ooa» 
tmiied^  iipeakiiig  to  Aii^mm^  wiU  uodaretaad 
the  motiveb  on  wbicL  I  have  acted  towards 
ymoL,  lAd,  in  your  genereue  aatur^  will  ibfgiTe 
and  ibi^et  any  paia  1  laay  liave  iek  aayseli* 
oaUed  upen  to  isfliet*' 

"  Eatmljr«  m,"  nplied  4he  yaang  ffngliA 
man  ;  "  and  I  do  assui^  your  Higkues%  tbttt  I 
oooaeio  lake  nqr  ieaire  af  yen  anlh  a  Jvait  6m 
ixum  all  laucour  lowaxda  aay  ^ne  ia  your^ourt*" 

<<  £i%  I  receive  your  fnkewell,  sir/'  replied 
Fiedericp  **l  mill  kneack 
ialo  Xhe  Queea's  cbami^^  on  tlic  left,  wheie 
your  own  Aor  Prineees  may  htm  aaaietbing  to 
aay  to  yea;''  and  be  foiated  mitk  bis  hmod  to 
the  door  which  hsL&  beeu  uientioned. 

Aiymnn  Grey  bomd  aad  walhai  Mr 
lowed  by  Lovet,  wiio  wbi^fifediare  they  reached 
aleMccflioii-iMm  of  Ae  Princess,  «  Yaa  Imrl 
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h  qseentng  it  already.  Mind  that  you  give 
her,  the  Majesty." 

The  next  moment  Italy  bad'  the  whole  scene 
of  EUaabeth's  aaloon  befeie  Aem  ;  and,  al*- 

though  it  would  seem  thut  there  bad  been  a 
eertain  degree  of  preparation,  to  produce  a 
greater  effect,  yet  aasurediy  there  was  enougb 
tir  more  even  cold  hearts  taenthnaiamn.  Them 
sat  the  young  Princess  of  England,  still  in*  fbe 
ftrat  freshness  oi  early  life,  w about  one  charm 
impaired,  one  graee  lost  Her  eyes  were  lighted 
np  with  the  hre  of  enterprise  and  courage — ^her 
lip  smiling  with  warm  hopes — her  whole  form 
breaCMng  energy  and  courage.  Even  i»  the 
hand,  which — stretched  forth  on  the  smaii  table 
Mbre  her— grasped  a  roll  of  papers,  might  be 
seen  the  firm,  nnconquerable,  yet  ■iiki>  spirit 
within.  Aiouiiii  and  behind  her  sluod  a  num*» 
ber  of  the  kdies  of  her  court, — aH  beantiful,  all 
radiant  with  the  same  enthusiastic  light  which 
beamed  nr  their  soTCreign's  faee.  Scattered* 
ttmigh  the  nmn,  with  one  or  twv  a  little  ad^ 
vanced,  and  one  close  to  the  table  at  which  the 
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Electress  sat^  were  all  the  first  men  of  the  Palati- 
nate, young  and  old :  some  with  white  hair,  and 
faces  scarred  and  seamed ;  some  in  the  prime 
of  vigorous  manhood ;  some  with  the  (aintly 
traced  moustaches,  showing  the  first  step  of 
adolescence  j  and,  mixed  with  these,  were  nobles 
and  princes  from  several  other  lands,  ready  to 
peril  life  and  fortune  for  the  fair  being  before 
them. 

The  buzx  of  conversation  spread  around ;  gay 
smiles  were  on  ever^  face,  the  expectation  of 
grand  events  in  every  breast;  and  the  rich 
crimson  hangings  of  the  room,  the  gay  dresses, 
the  gold,  the  varied  hues,  the  lace  and  jewel 
sparkling  in  the  sun,  rendered  the  scene,  to  the 
eye,  as  bright  and  impressive  as  a  knowledge 
of  the  occasion,  and  anticipation  of  the  results 
of  that  meeting,  made  it  matter  of  deep  inte- 
rest to  the  thoughtful  mind  and  feeling  heart. 

Algernon  Grey  paused  for  a  few  minntea  near 
the  door,  gazing  over  the  various  groups,  and 
meditating  upon  all  he  saw,  vrbile  the  Prinosis 
spoke  in  a  low  tone  with  the  gentleman  at  the 
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taUe.   He  wag  a  fine  looking  old  man,  with  a 

keen  eye  and  a  powerfaiiy  built  frame;  and, 
ever  and  anon,  he  bowed  his  head  with  a  grave 
smiie,  and  answered  something  in  the  affinna- 
live  to  what  the  £lectres8  said. 

At  length  the  yonng  Englishman  saw  her  eye 
rest  upon  himseii'  and  Lovet;  and  as  soon  as  her 
conversatioD  with  the  other  seemed  brought  to  a 
close,  he  was  ahoot  to  step  forward,  when  Eliza- 
beth raised  her  voice^  and,  looking  round,  said 
lond,  in  a  pecoliarly  clear  and  silvery  voice, 
"  Princes  and  noUe  gentlemen,  you  have  beard 
from  Liiy  lord  and  husband  the  decisiou  he  has 
come  to  on  the  petition  of  the  wronged  Bohemian 
states,  that  he  will  take  upon  him  the  crown  of 
that  country,  of  which  his  own  acts  have  deprived 
Ferdinand  of  Orats,  now  emperor.  I  have  no 
voice  to  tell  the  many  mighty  reasons  which 
induced  him,  without  aught  of  perMmal  ambi- 
tion, to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  a  brave  and 
indomitable  nation,  who  sought  in  him  both  a 
ruler  and  a  defender.  Nor  do  I  thinkit  needful 
that  I  should.   I  will  only  ask,  who  would 
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setiiMt  tkift  task?  Who  would  t^9Ct  the  cry  of 
the  oppressed?  Who  iPOvUi  Bot  beeome  the 
dftfeadar  of  a  bwva  mUiaai  itnig^niig  nertly 
foi  ita  just  rights?  UowmB^kis  aot  to  be 
dented  that  thero  are  difiaultiea  and  dmig«n 
ia  tha  way»  that  aughty  poweia  are  opposed 
to  lib,  lhaX  every  effort  of  the  opprebsor,  that 
apery  maaaa  whieh  a«bCleiy  and  deapotiam  can 
aa&ploy,  will  be  aaed  to  firaatrate  the  eiforto 
Bade  Cmt  tbe  oiamtonaiieaoC  tlier  privileges  of  the 
GarawB  prince^  for  the  tilahhahinant  of  reU- 
gious  aud  political  freedom  amongst  the  mem- 
haia  af  thia  great  conteiaBatkMiir  I  apaak  of 
tbeae  things  aa<  a  womaa;  aad^  doubtless,  my 
husband  hm  explained  tbem  to  you  as  a  man. 
ife  haa  aahad  yaor  aid,  and,  if  need  ahoiiU  he, 
your  swords  to  support  ium»  and,  in  supportiog 
hifl^  the  fraadom  of  tha  whale  Oarmanic  empire, 
pymifgif}  ^fid  peopla  tiiifep^  ul  niBintainmg  the 
lights  of  evetty  dasa^  and  freedom  of  faith,  as  the 
hirthriigiu  of  our  eiiirwai  1  appeai  to  yw 
aa  a  womaa^  I  caa  use  .no  aoah  strong  argiv- 
laate;  I  aak  jiea,  atefialliauppoel  viilli  ceuaail 
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aod  lo  arma  liHizabeth  Stuart?  Oo  your  chi- 
vriry,  on  your  gallMftrjfv  oa  your  dtfotSoa  I 
rely*  I  wiU  found  my  throne  upon  tbe  sword* 
of  radi  M  those  who  now  surround  me ;  and  if 
tha  haada  thaft  boac  those  avroiria  be  willing^ 
aa  I  believe  they  are>  that  banner  has  not  yet 
bea&  faind  Qfon  eattb  which  eaa  pnvail  against 
thenJ* 

She  spoke  eagerly,  waiml^^  but  without  ellbrt. 
It  aeemsd  aa  if  the  woida  sprang  from  the 
heart  to  the  lipa,  hsvn  of  the  ieeUngs^  and 
littered  without  thought*.  Har  cheek  glowed ; 
harUp  tramhledLwiA.«BiiolMa;  herfyetefacd; 
and^  whea  in  the  end.  it  became  dim  with 
gUttariog  imm,  aa  the  last  sa—dn  wbratcd  cm 
the.  ear,  a»  enthusiastic  mwnaam  hmmt  from 
the  crowd,  aud  aluiobt  every  one  took  a  &tep 

forward  to»expMsa  his  devotion  tt>  haf  sane. 

Tiie»  wa»  ona^  however,  who  was  before  tjie 
nsl^a  slwug  and  gallant  lasUng  nan,  of  sevm 
en  sigbtHuid^Uarat J  ysam  of  ngay  whose  hair 

and  beardj  uotwithstandiug  his  youth,  showed 
hsrsisnd  ttsss  a  Em  of  gi  cy^ 
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**  Who  is  that?"  asked  Algernon,  speaking  to 
a  gentleman  near»  as  the  other  advanced  straight 
towards  the  tahle. 

That  18  Christian  of  Anhalt;  Christian,  the 
younger ;  his  father  stands  there  behind— what 
is  he  about  to  do?" 

Madam,^  said  Christian  of  Anhalt,  bend- 
ing low,  1  will  beseech  your  Majesty  for  a 
glove/' 

With  a  look  of  some  surprise  Eliaabeth  drew 

the  glove  from  her  hand,  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Deliberately,  but  quickly*  he  fastened  it 
beneath  the  jewelled  clasp  which  held  the 
feather  in  his  hat;  and,  pointing  to  it  with  a 
proud  smile,  exclaimed,—- ''In  court, and  camp, 
and  battle-field,  I  will  bear  this  token  of  my 
senrice  to  your  Majesty,  till  death  lays  my 
head  beneath  the  turf— so  help  me,  God  i" 

Craven,  who  had  stood  near,  merely  touched 
the  hilt  of  his  sword  with  his  finger,  and  said. 

Madam,  this  is  yours,  and  with  it  my  whole 
heart/' 

''And  ours,  and  ours,  and  onis,*  cried  a 
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OQinber  of  voices  rounds  iti  every  tone  of  en-, 
thusiasm. 

Elizabeth  spread  forth  her  haods^  as  if  over- 
come by  the  burst  of  energetic  love  which  her 
words  bad  called  forth ;  and  then,  pressing  her 
fingers  on  her  eyes  for  a  momeat,  reoiaioed 
aOent  The  next  instant  she  raised  her  head> 
showing  the  traces  of  tears. 

"Thanks,  thanks!"  she  cried;  "I  now  am 
weU  assnred*  Yet  will  I  not  spare  one  noUe 
cavalier,  who  has  a  gallant  heart  to  fight  for  a 
Imiys  service;  for  they  can  wield  swords  in 
case  of  need;  and  we  shall  have  to  think  of 
marchiDg  armies  and  rude  shocks  of  war,  where 
men  are  in  theb  place.  From  these,  and  worse 
than  these,  if  need  may  be,  I  will  not  shrink 
myself ;  but,  by  ray  husband's  side,  will  en- 
counter weal  or  woe  until  the  last.  Ladies, 
however,  I  will  dispense  with,  as  much  as 
posttble;  for  I  have  no  right  to  take  them 
from  their  softer  duties^  to  ahare  those  taska 
fate  has  allotted  me.   The  Countess  of  Lb  wen* 
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stein  has  her  husband's  good  leave  to  follow 
him  to  war,  as  war  will  be  perchaDoe,  and  my 
sweet  friend  Amelia  of  Solms  follows  me  for  my 
love.  Though  my  train  will  Am  be  small,  yet, 
wMi  such  i^rifieely  nobl^  round  ma»  I  shall 
want  no  kind  tendance ;  and,  as  friends  and 
biothers,  in  them  will  I  put  my  trusty  in  then 
my  highest  hope.  Qa  Sattoniay  next,  our  de- 
parture will  take  place.  I  beseech  all,  who  can 
prc^pare  in  time,  to  be  ready  then,  and  all  others 
to  follow.  Methinks,  I  am  very  nearly  sure 
of  ail  my  husband'a  countrymen.  I  see  several 
of  my  own  present.  One  haa  ait  once  promised 
me  Ins  aid.  What  say  the  others? — ^Will  you 
not  go,  my  lord?**  and  sinr  fixed  her  ey«s  di- 
rectly upon  Algernon  Gfey^  wiU  yoa  not 
support  Elisabetil'  Stuart,  with  a  stHl  youngs 
bnt  often  feiied  awoidl  WiU  yov  not  MfaMr 
her,  where  great  deeda  are  ti»^  be  done  V* 

^  I  say,  Kko  mf  Mend  Crmem,  madEn/* 
answered  Algernon  Gtsj,  lightly  tooohiag  the 
hilt  of  his  weapon;  ''this  is  your  Majesty's, 
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and  with  ii  my  whole  heart  I  .go  with  you, 
of  course;  ior  k  shall  never  be  said  that  honour 
called  WBp  and  I  sdbmtd  to  foUow." 

-'Jkad  you,  air  r'  cootmued  Elisabeth,  turn- 
ing to  Lovet;  ''  we  know  your  reputation;  you 
aae  a  knight,  J^iaae,  akil&ly  though  fancifUL 
we  have  beard.  What  aays  your  fancy  lo  our 
expedition  ? 

''Why,  nay  it  please  your  Majeaty/'  an- 
swered Lovet.  with  a  amile,  my  iaocy^  like  a 
y  oung  and  feeble  child,  it  in  leading-fltringB  to 
my  noble  cousin  here.  We  have  a  compact 
that  will  not  let  us  separate,  like  a  leash  between 
t«o  greyhonada.  Henceforth,  the  noose  of  the 
leash  is  in  your  hands.  You  may  s^p  us  at  any 
prey  you  will;  and  I  warrant  that  we  dash 
ferwaadasfiu^xir  farthei^jfehaathe  rest.  I  could 
have  wished  a  few  things  altered,  it  is  true; 
when,  methinke,  the  state  o£  Bohemia,  and 
your  Mi^jeaty's  prospeotq,  would  be  both  munh 

improved." 

Indeed l''<»olauaed  Elizabeth;  what  may 
they  lie  r 
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«     Why*  fint|  and  as  the  imodpal, — for  the 

others  are  not  worth  naming,** — Lovet  ans  wered, 
^  more  women  in  your  Majesty's  court. 
pend  upon  it,  bright  eyes  are  great  inducements 
to  great  deeds — a  soft  sort  of  whetstones  for 
shaqp  swords,  bntjet  they  aie  so;  and,  besides, 
you  do  not  consider  the  unanimity  which  a 
number  of  ladies  give  to  any  oonnsels.** 

Methinks,  yon  are  jesting,''  answered  the 
Princess ;  at  all  events,  slanderous  men  have 
said  that  ladies  bring  rather  discord  than  una*- 
nimity/' 

*  "  Discord  amongst  themselves,"  said  Lovet 
but,  if  there  be  enough  of  them,  unanimity 
amongst  men.  It  all  depends  upon  the  num- 
bers. With  only  two  in  your  whole  court,  and 
some  five  or  six  hundred  gentlemen,  all  in  love 
with  them  together,  as  in  duty  we  are  bound  to 
be,  the  wind  of  oor  sig^s  will  toss  abcmt  your 
bannere  in  a  strange  fashion,  even  if  we  do  not 
turn  our  swords  against  each  other's  throats,  in 
order  to  reduce  oor  numbers  to  the  number  of 
the  fair.   I  do  beseech  your  Highness,  supply 
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va  somewbat  more  bountifully  with  objeeU  of 
adoratioii.  I  frankly  coniefts  I  am  an  idolater, 
and  muBt  haTo  my  share  of  gods  and  god- 
deaiet.'' 

''Well,  well,"  replied  Elizabeth,  "that  is  a 
fault  that  may  be  amended.  la  there  anght  else 
you  would  cavil  at.  Sir  William  ?  " 

•'Nought,  madam,"  answered  the  English- 
man, unless  it  be  that  I  do  believe  yon  will 
have  so  many  gallant  hearts  all  armed  in  your 
defimoe,  that  the  task  will  be  too  easy,  and  each 
man's  mite  of  honour  not  worth  the  having." 

"There  is  a  quality  in  glory/*  replied  the 
Eng^h  Princess,  **  that  expands  it  to  embrace 
all  who  truly  seek  it.  It  is  the  heart  and  will 
to  do  great  deeds  that  truly  merit  honour.  It 
were  a  poor  and  pitiful  thing,  indeed,  if  it  could 
iall  down  at  opportunity.  The  world  may  praise 
the  fortunate  man ;  even  princes  may  raise,  and 
courts  may  applaud ;  but  true  honour  is  the 
diamond  which,  tbougli  only  admired  when 
brought  forth  and  cut,  is  of  as  high  value  even 
in  the  dark  mine  as  on  an  emperor's  crown. 
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uoae,  the  man  wko,  with  a  bm?e  heart,  anoa 
himself  in  this  onr  righteoos  canfle,  dbaU  atiU 
have  glory  for  his  meed ;  and  times  to  oane, 

when  his  name  is  written,  be  it  in  tale  or  his- 
tory, or  the  mem  teemi  of  the  tmaSifAmk^ 

shall  add»  as  a  mack  of  ever-liviiig  iunonr,  *  Ue 

was  one  of  those  who  drew  the  sword  for  Fre- 

derie  of  Bohemia^  and  Eliialieth,  In  qoeen; 
he  was  one  of  those  who  fimght  §as  m  nation's 
imdoM  fioai  oppiusinoii ;  lie  waa«M «f  Aooe 
who  «dod  to  ertahUi  eight  againal  wrong,  md 
to  set  men  's  hearts  and  conscieDces  at  liberty.'  ^ 

Eliiaheth  jmmnA,  with  the  mfcs  ofwIiMg 
and  enthosiastic  emotions  viaibte  upon  hv 
noDntenaftOB,  and  -a  mwnam  of  applause  ran 
throng  the  esacmUed  sioiUes^  while  we  imed 
to  .the  other ;  aiid«  though  perhiyps  each  might 
■ae  a  rtifffiwt  raede  of  fipaawinnj  Uitee  can 
he  little  or  no  doubt  that  but  one  sentiment 
iHHid  wllerance^— ^  Who  would  sot  Ar 
anohmfaeiogaathatl" 

Aiter  a  brief  silence,  the  Ebotress  resumed  : 
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A  thousaDd  thanks^  noble  gentiemeD,  to  all 

of  you.  Had  there  been  a  doubt  or  misgiving  in 
my  hearty  your  words  would  have  removed  it ; 
and  DOW  i  will  beseech  yoo,  as  you  go  hence, 
speak  once  more  with  my  noble  husband, 
and  give  him,  or  rather  his  master  of  the 
horse,  your  names,  and  the  number  of  followers 
you  will  bring  with  you:  not  that  we  may 
count  our  strength,  for  we  have  no  apprehen- 
sions, but  that  lodging  and  provision  for  our  train 
may  be  fuUy  provided  by  the  way ;  Farewell  1 
And  once  more  thanks !  deep,  heartfelt  thanks !" 
Thus  saying,  she  rose  and  retired  through  the 
door  behind  her*  followed  by  her  ladies* 

ISlowly,  and  conversing  as  they  went,  the  gen* 
tiemen  there  assembled  returned  to  the  hall, 
where  they  had  left  the  Elector  and  his  court ; 
and  each,  passing  before  him,  sp<Ae  to  him  « 
moment  in  turn.  When  at  length  Algernon 
Grey  approached,  the  Elector  addressed  him 
with  a  smile,  as  if  quite  sure  that  his  purpose 
had  been  changed. 

VOL,  II.  o 
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Welly  8ir/'  he  said,  '^are  you  stiU  deter- 
mined  to  hid  us  ftrewell?*' 

^*  For  a  brief  space,  yovr  HigboeM,'*  replied 
Algernoa  Grey.  I  understaud  yoa  do  not 
take  your  departure  till  Saturday  nexti* 

I^ot  till  Saturday  week  next,"  said  the 
Elector ;  "  but  I  hope  then  you  will  bear  me 
company ;  for  my  fair  wife,  who  reckons  mnch 
npOD  her  eioqueuce,  counted  fully  on  wianiog 
you  to  our  came.'' 

I  will  go  with  your  Majesty/'  replied  Alger- 
non Grey ;  "  and  will  but  take  my  leave  for  a 
short  time,  in  order  that  I  may  make  prepara- 
tion for  serving  you  more  effectually.  I  have 
frith  me  but  a  few  servants  now;  but  I  think, 
ere  long,  I  may  be  enabled  to  swell  your  foree 
with  a  small  troop  of  followers  not  inexperi- 
enoed  in  the  trade  of  war.  Some  have  served 
with  me  in  this  Venetian  busmess;  and  though 
ftey  returned  to  England,  when  there  u  as  no 
longer  employment  for  thm  swords,  yet  they 
will  gladly  join  me  again  in  such  a  cause  as 
this." 
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^  But  if  yoa  go  back  to  jovr  own  hud,  you 
can  never  be  here  in  time,''  said  the  Elector. 
Remember^  there  is  but  ten  days.'* 
England  will  not  see  me  ibr  many  a  year, 

my  lord,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  but  1  caa 
make  my  arrangements  better  elsewhere  than 
here.  I  will  be  ready  to  accompany  your  Ma- 
jesty on  the  day  named.  My  follow eis  can  join 
me  at  Prague ;  and  though  you  may  not  see  me 
tUi  the  very  day«  do  not  doubt  of  my  coming,  i 
beseech  you." 

I  wiU  not,"  said  the  Elector,  earnestly ; 
**  I  will  not.  When  such  a  man  has  given 
his  word,  it  is  better  than  the  bond  of  other 
people.  How  many  men,  think  you,  will 
you  have  with  you?  We  will  have  food  and 
lodging  ready  for  them  all.'' 

Not  so,  your  Majesty,^'  replied  Algernon 
Grey ;  **  I  defray  my  own  followers,  wherever  I 
be.  Lodging,  indeed,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
find ;  for  the  peasantry  of  the  couiUry — ay,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  town,  have  a  grand  objection, 
it  would  seem,  to  receive  strangers  in  their 
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houMB»  especially  if  they  be  soldiers ;  and  there* 
fore,  in  this,  perhaps,  your  Majesty's  oMcers 

must  interfere,  otherwise  it  may  be  difficult  to 
find  quarters  at  once.   The  nnmber,  however, 


will  be  about  from  forty  to  fifty.  Their  arms, 
their  clothing,  and  their  food,  must  be  my 
affietir ;  the  rest  your  Majesty  shall  provide." 

Leaving  little  but  tlianks  to  furnish,"  an- 
swered Frederic  However,  be  it  as  you  will, 
my  noble  friend ;  I  am  neither  poor  enough,  nor 
wealthy  enough,  to  take  so  generous  an  offer 
amiss.  Fareweli  for  the  present;  and  if  you 
should  want  aid  in  any  case,  two  words  to  our 
chancellor  will  be  enough  to  bring  it" 


Digitized  by  Google 


HEIDSLBBBG« 


197 


CHAPTER  IX, 

Thb  next  ten  days  in  the  world's  history  ate 

like  those  minuter  of  the  mght^  where  the  hour 
Strikes  just  as  the  eyes  are  closed  to  sleep,  and 
a  period  passes  by  unnoted,  except  by  those 
who  dresED).  There  are  many  soch  pauses  in 
all  annals,  where  no  event  marks  the  passing 
time  on  the  recording  page ;  and  yet  bow  fall 
of  interest  to  many  are  these  unstoried  lapses^ 
in  the  march  of  time.  How  many  gay  scenes, 
bow  many  sad  ones*  how  much  of  comedy,  how 
much  of  tragedy,  have  been  enacted  in  the  days 
not  chronicled  1  How  msny  events  have  taken 
place  in  narrow  domestic  circles,  which, 
spreading  wider  in  their  influences,  like  the  rip- 
fUm  round  a  stone  cast  into  a  clear  lake,  have 
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carried,  almost  imperceptibly,  the  floating  frag- 
ments of  great  things  to  the  shore  of  fate  ? 

I  have  said  that  these  ten  days  passed  over 
unnoted,  except  by  those  who  dream  ;  but  one 
of  those  was  Algernon  Grey,  who,  at  the  small 
town  of  Mannheim,  passed  the  intervening 
space  between  his  leave-taking  of  the  king  of 
Bohemia,  and  his  return  to  Heidelberg,  busied, 
to  say  the  truth,  more  with  deep  thoughts  than 
important  arrangements.  His  letters  were  soon 
written,  his  courier  soon  despatched,  and  all 
those  measures  taken  which  were  necessary  to 
call  a  lordly  following  to  accompany  him  on  his 
expedition,  and  to  insure  rapid  supplies  of 
money  to  meet  even  more  than  his  own  probable 
expenses.  The  rest  of  his  time  was  giyen  up 
to  meditation  ;  for  he  had  left  Lovet  at  Heidel- 
berg»  agreeing  at  once  that  the  short  distance 
which  separated  them  could  be  considered  no 
infringement  of  the  engagement  into  which  they 
had  entered. 

Close  rooms  in  narrow  inns  have  neither  a 
very  wholesome  nor  a  very  pleasant  character. 
Such  as  the  small  fortress,  that  Mannheim  was 
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i0  thoM  dayft>  could  alone  afford,  ofiered  no 

great  luducement  to  remain  within  doors ;  and 
the  greater  part  of  Algernon's  time  was  spent 
in  wandering  by  the  glistemog  waters  of  the 
Rhine ;  and,  while  the  cnrrent  harried  rapidly  by, 
in  drawing  images  of  life  and  human  fate  from 
the  bright  ripples,  as  they  danced  and  fled 
beneath  his  eye.  However  those  images  might 
arise,  the  train  still  led  him  on  to  the  place 
which  he  had  lately  left,  and  to  one  fair  dream* 
like  form  which  rose  before  him  as  a  remem- 
bered vision  of  delight.  All  that  had  taken 
place  immediately  beiore  that  hour,  all  the  joys 
and  sorrows  he  had  known,  would  have  been  but 
as  phantasms,  had  not  still  enduring  and  immor- 
tal passion  stamped  the  whole  uiih  the  maik  of 
tm^f  and  told  him  that  the  bitterness  was  true, 
and  only  the  dream  of  happiness  that  was  false* 
Fewsoenes  could  have  been  worse  chosen  to 
chase  such  sombre  thoughts,  to  wake  him  from 
those  dreams  of  the  heart  which  be  believed  he 
had  indulged  too  long.  The  merry  crowd*  the 
gay,  enUveaing  multitude,  the  ever  shifting 
■oeaes  of  busy  life  might  have  led  on  thought 
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after  thought  to  occupy  each  hour»  and  banish 
▼ain  regrets.  The  grander  scenes  of  natare,  the 
towering  mountain*  the  deep  vaiiey^  the  prc^ 
found,  dark  lake,  the  tempest  and  the  storm, 
the  forest*  with  its  solemn  glades  and  innnmefk 
aUe  trees,  might  well  have  posse^ssed  him, 
even  though  it  were  at  first  bnt  in  part*  with 
other  imagesi  aod  weaned  him,  if  I  may  so  call 
it,  from  the  engrossing  topic  whieh  now  maa* 
tered  all  his  uund*  But  that  calm,  grand  nver, 
flowing  on  in  its  meditative  majestyi  with  anu* 
shine  and  brightness  on  its  peaceful  watei% 
and  none  to  break*  even  for  a  moment,  the  mono- 
tony of  solitttde,  seemed  to  counsel  thoughts  of 
peace,  and  joy,  and  love,  and  spread*  like  a 
charm*  over  the  young  wanderer  the  powerful, 
passionate  calmness  in  which  it  itself  dows  on* 
Agnes  Herbert*  she  whom  he  loved  beyond  aU 
power  of  forgetfulness,  was  ever  present  to  his 
heart  and  mind.  He  thought  of  her  in  her 
sparkling  beauty,  as  he  at  first  beheld  her,  in 
scenes  of  revelry  and  joy :  he  thouglit  of  her 
in  agony  and  helplessness*  as  he  had  seen  ber 
in  the  whirling  waters  of  the  dark  iS'eckar:  he 
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thought  of  her  in  cabn  aereDity  and  high- 
minded  meditatioo,  as  they  had  wandered  to- 
gether over  the  moonlight  terraces,  amidat  gar- 
dens,  and  woods,  and  flowers.  And  he  loved 
her,  oh,  how  he  loved  her  I  How  his  heart 
yearned,  how  his  bosom  panted  to  return  and 
press  her  in  his  arms ;  but  that  a  dark  and 
irrevocable  barrier  stood  between,  and  mocked 
the  eager  longiug  of  his  love. 

The  common  things  of  life  seemed  nothing 
to  him;  the  ordinary  events  of  the  day,  the 
meal-time  and  the  sleeping  hour,  scarcely 
broke  the  lapse  of  the  long,  only  dream.  It 
Was  ever,  ever  Agnes,  that  was  present;  and 
when  bis  eyes,  worn  down  by  weariness,  were 
closed  to  waking  things,  she  came  upon  the 
wings  of  the  night,  and  visited  his  spirit  in  his 
sleep.  He  feltr— he  could  not  hot  feel — that 
to  his  peace,  at  least,  her  presence  was  leas 
dangeions  than  her  absence. 

Thus  passed  day  after  day,  till  the  last  of  his 

icgottm  at  Mannheim  came ;  and  then,  to  his  soi^ 

prise,  by  a  boat  towed  up  the  Rhine,  some  eight 
or  tm  of  his  old  followeta,  whom  he  expected  not 
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tor  weeks,  preaeoted  themselves  at  the  iandiog- 
plaoe*  His  messenger  had  proved  speedy  and 
iaielligent ;  and  all  those  whom  he  bad  fooad 
iu  LoadoQ,  he  had  uiged  to  hurry  mto  Gel^ 
many  without  delay* 

The  activity  of  preparation  which  foiiowed, 
gave  some  relief  to  their  young  lord's  miod ; 
and  on  the  same  mght  he  set  out  to  return 
to  Heidelberg,  at  which  place  he  arrived 
some  two  hours  aiter  duxk,  taking  his  way 
dureet  to  the  inn  where  he  had  formerly 
lodged,  and  where  he  had  left  his  cousin. 

The  town,  as  he  passed  through,  showed  a 
gay  and  animated  scene ;  for  whatever  portion 
of  monotony  had  existed  therein,  while  the 
streets  presented  nothing  bat  their  usual  popo- 
lation  oi  citizens  and  students,  was  now  re^ 
moved  by  the  appearanee  of  numerous  parties 
of  military  retainers^  whose  arms  here  and  there 
caught  the  light,  as  they  passed  by  the  unclosed 
windowsy  fiNHn  which  the  beams  of  taper  or 
lamp  were  streaming  forth*  All  those  inven- 
tions which  give  to  our  stieets  of  the  present 
timesy  a  light  little  less  powerful  than  that  of 
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day,  were  ihea  imknowa.  Mo  gas  diapiayed 
Ifae  face  of  hoose  after  house  in  long  perspe&> 
life;  no  lamp  at  efoiy  corner  of  tbe  atreet 
biiow  td  the  wauderer  his  way ;  no  lantero, 
even,  swung  across  with  awkward  chain% 
aiiurded  a  dim  light  to  horseman  or  driver,  as 
be  paced  slowly  along  in  the  midst  of  tbe  tall 
and  narrow  streets,  But,  nevertheless,  every 
here  and  there  a  fidnt  beam,  straying  throogh 
the  duU  small  pane  of  greenish  glass  in  some 
stiU  nncnrfeained  casement,  fell  upon  the  gay, 
laced  cloak,  or  brilliant  cuiiass,  which  appeared 
for  an  iustaiit  m  the  midst  of  some  military 
party,  and  was  then  lost  again  the  moment 
after,  bequeathing  the  hght  to  tbe  wearer's  suc- 
eessor  in  the  ranks. 

Round  the  door  of  tbe  Golden  Stag  a  great 
nnmber  of  persons  of  different  classes  wars 
assembled;  and  some  of  them  seemed  to  be 
engaged  in  the  pleasant  occupation  of  wrang* 
ling  with  the  host,  or  hie  eerfaats,  in  regard 

to  accommodation  for  the  night.    I^o  vain  and 

ridicQloiie  attsmpt  had  been  made  at  that  time  to 

regulate  the  ordinary  dealings  of  one  man  with 
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inolher,  by  the  ineeennt  intenrenfion  of  the 

police,  which  at  ail  time6  aggravates  the 
confosion  which  men  preteDd  it  is  established 
to  diminish.  The  interests  of  each  individual 
were  left  to  adjust  themselves  with  those  of 
others  by  the  natural  course,  with  this  safe- 
guard^ that  justice  was  always  to  be  obtaiued 
promptly  when  injustice  or  wrong  was  com- 
mitted ;  but  there  was  do  endeavour  to  make 
men  walk  in  a  straight  line,  if  they  liked  a 
crooked  one,  provided  that  crooked  line  did  not 
trespass  upon  the  comfort  or  rights  of  any  one 
else.  A  few  disputes  might,  and  did  occur,  as 
was  the  case  at  the  door  of  the  Golden  Stag ; 
bat  they  very  soon  came  to  an  end ;  fori  know- 
ing that  the  innkeeper  was  as  much  the  lord 
of  his  own  inn  as  the  baron  of  his  own  castle, 
men  satisfied  themselves  with  grumbliog,  when 
they  were  toM  there  was  no  room  for  them,  and 
sought  another  lodging  with  the  more  haste, 
because  accommodation  seemed  to  be  scarce. 

As  soon  as  the  worthy  host  perceived  Alger- 
non Grcy^  however,  he  and  his  drawers  bowed 
down  to  the  ground.  The  young  gentleman  was 
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asaured  ibat  his  old  apftrtments,  according  to  his 
orders,  were  kept  quite  ready  for  him;  and,  al» 
though  hia  entertaiaer  viewed  the  numbers  of  bis 

swollen  train  with  some  degree  of  apprehension, 

yet  great  eaie  was  taken  to  say  nothing  before 

the  crowd,  which  could  give  any  disappointed 
gentleman  cause  to  suppose  that  such  a  party 
was  received  without  previous  notice  of  its 
nnmbers. 

When  the  horses  had  been  delivered  over 

to  the  care  of  hostlers  and  horse-boys,  under 

the  superintendence  of  the  young  English- 
man's servants,  and  Algernon  Grey  and  his 
host  were  ascending  towards  the  rooms  above, 
then  poured  forth  the  difficulties.  Where  he 
was  to  put  the  train ;  how  he  was  to  accom- 
modate them ;  what  room  he  could  find  for  so 
many;  where  he  was  to  get  beds  even  of  an 
mferior  description,  were  mighty  puzzling  ques- 
tions for  the  worthy  landlord,  with  his  house 
qnita  AiU«  Nevertheless,  all  was  at  length 
arranged.  The  ante-chamber  was  filled  with 
truckle-beds  and  mattresses  on  the  floor ;  the 
room  by  the  side  of  Algernon's  own  bed-room 
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neeWed  fi?e  of  his  compaoioos ;  and  two  moie 
obtained  lodging  in  the  rooms  previously  appro* 
priated  to  his  Benrants, 

This  being  all  arranged,  he  descended  ta 
the  public  hall^  where  Lovet*  he  waa  inibniiedt 
was  profoundly  engaged  with  his  supper*  He 
found  him  aorrounded  by  half  a  docen  Germaii 
genllemea,  with  whom  he  had  made  acquain* 
tance,  eking  out  very  good  French,  of  which 
they  could  uuderatand  a  part»  with  very  bad 
German,  of  which  they  understood  not  quite 
SO  much.   They  oompfeheiided»  iiowever^  thai 
he  was  laughing  at  everything  and  everybody 
— ^himself  amongst  the  rest — and,  amootbiug 
their  beards,  and  curling  up  their  moustaches, 
they  seemed  to  derive  a  oonaideraUe  portieA 
of  grave  amusement  from  his  merriment, 
which,  to  say  the  truth,  directed  ^several  shafts 
among  themselves,  although  they  were  utterty 
insensible  of  the  point. 

Ah,  Algernon!"  exclaimed  Lovet,  starling 
up  and  laying  down  his  knife;  ''I  thought 
you  were  as  treacherous  as  a  Ghloe/and  had 
vanished  from  my  sight  with  some  swan  of 
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tbe  Ehioe.  Welcome  back  to  Heidelberg ;  but 
have  you  heard  the  news?" 

Ho,'*  answered  Algernon  Grey;  are  there- 
any  changes?* 

Ho/*  answered  Lofet^  none  that  I  have 
heaid  of.  The  Elector  and  his  party^  num- 
bering, with  onrsdveB^  some  six  hundred  horse^ 
set  out  to-morrow  a  quarter  ol  an  hour  after 
daybreak.  The  Electress  follows  somewhat 
later  with  a  body  of  chosen  cavaliers  to  guard 
and  accompany  her.  All  the  world  is  so  full  of 
enthusiasm,  that  if  any  man  were  to  say 
*  Come  with  me  and  conquer  Turkey,  let  us 
sack  Hungary,  or  pillage  Russia/  they  would 
ail  go  without  asking  whether  the  way  lay  either 
north  or  south.  Good  faith !  I  am  as  enthusiastic 
as  the  rest;  and,  like  one  of  a  flock  of  sheep  m 
a  dark  night,  I  am  all  agog  to  jostle  shoulders 
with  my  iat  companions  on  whatsoever  road 
the  great  bell-wether  leads." 

''And  what  road  is  that  to  be?''  asked 
Algernon  Grey. 

''HeaTen  only  knows!''  exclaimed  Lo?et, 
sitting  down  to  the  table  again;  ''  I  have  asked 
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QO  questioos.  All  I  know  is^  that  we  make 
straight  for  a  place  with  an  ineoooeiTaUe  naine, 
somethiug  Uke  VV  aidsaxon,  a  town  in  the  upper 
Pdatinate.  I  sent  on  all  yonr  spare  liorses,  ts 
they  arrived,  together  with  three  or  four  I  had 
purchased  for  myself,  telling  the  grooms  to  fiod 
the  road  the  best  way  tbey  oonld,  and  so  thqf 
are  probably  now  in  the  heart  of  Austria." 

^  Nonsense^  nonsense^  Lovet,**  cried  his 
cousin;  "where  have  the  men  gone  to?  If 
we  are  to  make  a  rapid  maichy  as  doabtless  w9l 
be  the  case^  we  must  have  the  means  of  re- 
moonting ;  and  a  mistake  would  be  no  jesf 

Assuredly  not»"  answered  Lovet;  ^and»  ss 
I  have  scarcely  time  to  Hm^h  my  supper,  before 
soft  devotion  calls  me  hence,  sit  down  and  take 
some  food|  and  I  will  tell  you,  most  noble 
consul—  Hera,  bring  platters  and  knives, 
fellows;  more  wme,  more  meat,  more  every- 
thing' Well,  cousin  mine,  looking  on  a  fair 

picture  of  the  country,  I  sent  the  men  on  half 
way  to  a  place  called  Altdorf,  bidding  them  there 
wait  fiir  cor  ooming,  and  take  especiil  eare 
to  get  themselves  dead-drunk,  if  it  were  pcmiUe, 
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for  the  ifarae  oonaeentive  days  after  their  arri^aL 

You  will  mark  the  policy,  wise  AigernoD;  for, 
as  a  mmn  mmt  get  drank  sometiiiieBy  and  always 
will  get  drunk  in  his  master's  absence,  it  was 
nuioh  better  that  they  should   do  it  by 
co«»and  than  in  disobedience;  and,  fixing  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  for  the 
Operation,  I  left  them  Friday  for  lassitude,  and 
Saturday  for  refreshnient;  so  that,  by  the  time 
wt  arrive,  they  will  be  as  brisk  as  larks,  and 
the  horses,  if  they  have  got  drunk,  likewise, — 
This  |sartridge,  stewed  with  sour  eabbage,  is 
the  oniy  ejxelient  thing   I  have  found  in 
Germany — with  one  exception,  coustii  Alger- 
non, with  one  exception,   I  beseech  yon,  take 
a  wiug  thereof;  for  I  would  faiu  share  with  you 
as  fiur  as  passible;  and  of  the  other  good,  which 
fortune  sends  me,  I  cannot  even  spare  a  sigh — 
mmoh  kss  a  merry**tbo«gfat. — ^What  will  yon 
have  in  the  way  of  wine  ?   Here  is  Burgundy, 
far  whieh  I  sent  a  man  express  into  the  heart 
of  Fsaace ;  and  here  is  the  juice  of  the  Rhine- 
gau,  with   some  drops  from  the  bishop  of 
Banbscg's  cellar,  of  which  he  was  plundered 
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when  last  the  quarrelsome  men  of  this  country 
fought  about  tfaey  koew  not  whaU* 

Algernon  Orey  sat  down,  and,  after  musing 
for  a  mtnote  or  two,  joined  his  companion  in  hie 
meal.  The  conversation  went  on  in  the  same 
tone  in  which  it  had  begun:  Lovet  evading, 
under  cover  of  his  habitual  jesting  replies,  any 
direct  answer  to  unpleasant  questions.  Upon 
some  points^  however,  Algernon  Grey  pressed 
him  bard,  asking  if  the  Eiectress  had  made 
any  change  in  her  anangementa ;  and,  when 
be  said,  laughing,  "  I  am  not  one  of  her 
counsel,  cousin  mine/'  pursuing  the  inquiry  by 
demandmg,  *'  Has  she  made  any  that  you  knov 
of,  WilUsm?'' 

Oh,  a  hundred,''  answered  Lovet;  ''die 
goes  in  a  carriage  instead  of  on  horseback,  they 
teUme:  her  gown  is  to  he  green  instead  of  pink 
—but,  good  faith!  I  must  away.  I  shall  see  you, 
doubtless,  ere  you  go  to  sleep,  though  strong  re- 
pose to-night  will  be  needful ;  for  we  shall  have 
busy  days  before  us;  and,  if  the  devil  has  not 
grown  old  and  lazy,  there  is  work  ready  carved 
out  to  occupy  every  minute  of  the  nest  two 
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years.  What  a  happy  thing  it  is,  AlgemoD, 
that  there  is  a  devil ;  were  it  not  for  him  the 
waters  of  the  world  would  stagnate  and  get  all 
over  duck-weed,  like  a  standing  pool.  Nay,  do 
not  look  grave,  grim  cousin !  Adieu !  adieu  !*' 
and  away  he  went,  leaviug  Algernon  Grey  to 
make  bis  arrangements  for  the  following  morn- 
ing as  beat  be  could. 

Habituated,  however,  as  the  young  English- 
man had  been  from  his  very  boyhood  to  oom* 
mand  and  direct,  no  great  difficulties  attended 
his  course.  He  found  that  the  principal  court 
of  the  castle  was  appointed  for  the  aflsembling 
of  all  gentlemen  of  noble  birth,  who  were  to  ac- 
company the  Elector  towards  Prague ;  and  that 
all  who  brought  military  retaineis  to  his  aid 
were  to  direct  their  followers  to  meet  in  the 
market-place,  and  to  join  the  royal  party  in 
order,  as  it  descended  from  the  palace.  AU  his 
commands  were  soon  given.  Three  of  his  ser- 
vants were,  by  this  time,  well  acquainted  with 
the  town  of  Heidelberg.  Everything  was  pre- 
pared over  night;  and,  after  waiting  for  the 
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letom  of  bis  cousin  till  the  clock  had  struck 
deveDy  Algernoo  Grey  retired  to  leaL 

He  had  ordered  himself  to  be  called  at  halt 
past  fiTe  on  the  (cXkmng  momincf ;  but,  some- 
what before  thai  hoar,  picking  hie  way  through 
the  beds  in  the  ante-chamber,  Lovet  knocked 
bard  at  bia  door^  ahoating,  Up,  AlgemoD,  up ! 
The  people  are  awarming  to  the  castle  like  bees 
to  ahm.  Let  ns  go  with  them,  or  we  may  get 
stung;"  and  away  he  went  again  to  finish  his 
own  preparations.  In  about  diree  quarters  of 
an  hour  more,  the  two  cousins  were  riding  up 
the  hill,  followed  only  by  the  servants  neces- 
sary to  hold  their  hovsea;  and,  passing  a  number 
of  gentlemen  not  so  well  mounted  as  themselres^ 
they  reached  the  gates,  where  their  names  were 
demanded  and  compared  with  a  list  in  the  por- 
ter^a  baiida.  On  ginng  those  which  they  had 
assumed,  instant  admission  was  afforded  to  the 
two  gentlemen  themselves ;  their  serrants  and 
horses  being  left  with  a  crowd  of  others  with* 
out.    In  the  court  some  forty  or  fifty  persons 

were  found  aseemUed ;  and,  assuredly,  no  want 
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of  enUtoikuitic  hope  appeared  amoogsi  them. 

All  were  cheerful,  ail  were  full  of  busy  activity; 
each  man  encouraged  his  neighbour,  each  man 
atiove  to  excite  in  others  the  same  glad  expec- 
tatioaa  that  were  sporting  wildly  in  his  own 
bosom. 

Lovet  seemed,  during  his  cousin's  absence,  to 
have  made  a  very  general  acquaintance  amongst 
the  principal  personages  of  the  electoral  court. 
Hardly  a  face  presented  itself  in  the  grey  light 
of  the  early  iiiuruuig,  oi  which  he  did  not  seem 
to  have  some  knowledge ;  and  to  every  third  or 
fourth  man  he  spoke,  or  gave  some  sign  of  re- 
cognition* He  appeared  indeed  to  have  become 
extremely  popular;  his  jests,  whether  delivered 
in  exceedingly  bad  German,  or  good  French, 
were  kuighed  at  and  enjoyed ;  and^  as  the  two 
cousins  passed  on,  it  was  evident,  as  so  fre« 
quently  ooeors  in  life,  that  the  worthy  and  the 
highminded  was  regarded  with  cold  doubt; 
while  the  one  certainly  the  least  estimable  was 
met  with  pleasure  and  regard.  It  must  not  be 
demed  that  Algernon  Grey  in  some  degree  fdt 
thisdifierence :  not  very  painfully,  it  is  true;  but 
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Still  be  thought,  This  is^  lo  some  degree,  my 
own  fault  I  hsve  sofiered  drcomstances  with 
which  the  world  has  nothing  to  do  to  afiact  my 
demeanour  to  the  worlds — I  must  change  this 
and  be  myself  again.  The  time  was  when  I 
could  be  as  gay  as  Lovet,  though  in  a  different 
way.  I  will  see  whether  those  days  cannot 
return.'' 

As  he  thus  thought,  he  saw  the  powerful  form 
of  the  Banm  of  Obemtraut  crossing  the  court* 
yard  towards  them;  and,  instantly  advancing 
to  meet  him,  he  grasped  him  warmly  by  the 
hand. 

**  Ah,  my  good  friend/'  said  the  young  Eng* 
lishman,  I  rejoice  to  see  you  well  enough  to 
ride  with  us." 

But  Obemtmut  shook  his  head:  Aka i"  he 
said,  I  am  not  to  be  one  of  the  party.  It  is 
judged  dangerous  fiir  me  to  undertake  so  long  a 
journey ;  and,  if  I  am  not  sumnK)ned  to  Bohe- 
mia, it  wonld  seem  the  intention  of  my  Prince 
to  confer  upon  me  a  charge  here,  honourable 
but  somewhat  inactive,  I  fear;  and  yet,  when  I 
consider  what  is  likely,  what  dark  clouds  are 
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gatherbg  in  the  boriioo»  and  what  the  policy, 
though  not  the  honour,  ol  the  Catholic  league 
may  induce  them  to  do,  I  think  I  may  find  work 
for  myseii  yet«  i\ evertheles^  I  eavy  you,  who  are 
going  at  once  to  buay  scenes,  and  Irost  I  shall 
be  permitted  to  foUow  soon ;  but  stilly  before  yoa 
set  ont»  let  me  make  you  known  to  one  or  two 
of  those  yoa  may  most  esteem  amongst  yoar 
companions.  Follow  me  for  a  monieut;  there 
stands  Christian  of  Anhalt,  and  with  him  one  or 
two  others  of  the  best." 

The  youn^  baioo's  tone  had,  as  the  reader 
may  have  perceived,  undergone  a  complete 
change.  The  qnick  and  fiery  spirit,  the  daring 
and  energetic  character,  remained  unaltered,  as 
the  whole  of  the  rest  of  his  life  proved  ;  but  the 
first  check  he  had  received  in  life  had  worked 
most  beneficially  in  subduing  the  arrogance 
which  had  been  generated  by  long-continued 
success  and  a  sense  of  superiority  to  most  of 
those  aronnd  bim.  With  a  generous  heart  and 
an  mtelligent  mind,  he  felt,  even  towards  Al- 
gemon  Grey  himself,  very  difierent  sensations 
from  thoatf  which  any  mdinary  man  would  have 
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experieoced.  He  eDtertained  something  like  a 
aeose  of  gratitude  towards  him  for  the  beitec 
seiti^atioitt  which  he  bad  been  the  meue  of  pro- 
ducing; andhefeltanobleaazietjioebowythttt 
lO  far  from  regarding  the  young  Engliahmau's 
conduct  iritfa  any  lingering  nacoor,  he  looked 
upoa  it  rather  with  adauraUuu  and  respecC 

Following  him  across  the  courtpyvd,  Algei^' 
BOO  was  soon  introduced  to  several  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  friends  of  the  young  king 
of  Bohemia but,  while  speaking  with  the  elder 
prince  of  Anhali,  a  voice  from  the  steps  sum- 
moned two  or  three  of  the  principal  noblemen^ 
by  name,  to  llm  presence  oi  the  Elector;  and, 
in  a  few  minutes  after^  the  sajM  tongue  called 
upon  Master  Algernon  Grey,  and  several  oiher 
foreign  gentlemen^  to  present  thenaelvea  for  a 
moment. 

Conversing  with  his  friend  Craven,  Algernon 
was  conducted  to  one  of  the  great  haile  in  tke 
building  of  Otbo  Henry,  where,  in  the  midst 
of  much  bustle  and  some  confusion,  he  found 
Frederic  the  Fifth  booted  and  spurred  for  hi^ 
departure,  with  a  number  of  gentlemen  stand- 
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iag  round,  ainl  the  £lectre8a-Mother»  with  one 

or  two  ladies  of  llie  couit,  at  a  hule  distance. 

Elizabeth  of  EDgland  was  not  present;  md 
over  the  group  around  Louisa  Julianai  the  youog 
Englishman's  eye  roamed  in  Tain,  sedLing  the 
form  of  Agnes  UerberU  At  that  parting  moment 
his  heart  longed  for  a  few  words  more,  for  one 
last  sight  of  that  fair  face,  for  the  sound,  if  hot 
for  an  instant,  of  that  melodious  voioe. 

As  he  approached,  Frederic  was  turning 
as  if  to  speak  with  his  mother,  but,  his 
eye  lighting  upon  Lord  Craven  and  the  rest, 
be  paused  to  speak  with  tliem,  separately, 
for  a  moment  or  two.  His  principal  object 
in  calling  tbem  to  his  presence  seemed  but 
to  conciliate  regard  by  an  act  of  courtesy; 
and  to  each  he  had  something  kind  and  grace- 
ful to  say,  with  that  winning  manner  which  is 
always  powerful  to  obtain  regard,  but  not 
always  to  command  obedience. 

Ah,  my  unknown  friend,"  he  said,  when 
Algernon's  turn  came,  I  was  sure  you  would 
not  foil  me ;  and,  when  I  beard  of  your  arrival 
last  night,  it  gave  me  great  pleasuKe,  but  no  sur- 
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prise.  What  men  can  yoa  oonnt  upon  mm 
England  1" 

« I  have  only  fit  teen  with  me  at  present, 
gir/'  answered  Algernon  Orey ;  Imi  I  think 
I  can  promise  that  the  number  in  Prague, 
ere  a  month,  will  be  fifty ;  and  those  not  only 
men  fit  to  bear  arms,  but  to  train  others  should 
need  be;  for  they  have  been  tanght  in  a 
good  sohool,  and  practised  in  some  sharp 
encounters.*' 

^  Thanks»  thanks/'  replied  the  king  of  Bo- 
hemia; "  that  is  a  most  seiviceable  addition  to 
our  force — ^wait  and  we  will  go  down  with  yon. 
You  will  ride  near  us^  that  we  may  have  some 
conversation  with  you  as  we  go/* 

He  then  turned  to  his  mother,  and,  taking 
her  in  his  arms,  embraced  her  with  every  mark 
of  strong  affection.  Farewell,  my  dearest 
mother!"  he  said,  wluie  the  tears  rose  in  his 
eyes:  ''God  protect  you  and  me !  Under  Him, 
it  is  to  you  I  look  for  the  safety  of  this  fair  land 
I  am  leaving/' 

The  Eiectress  did  not  reply,  but  held  her 
son  warmly  to  her  heart,  and  tiien,  wringing  his 
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band  hard,  pressed  her  overflowing  eyes  upon 
bis  shoulder*  After  a  few  momentSt  Frederic 
gently  disengaged  himself  and  took  a  step  away 
— turned  for  another  embrace  and  tben»  bursts 
ing  from  her,  strode  across  the  hail^  followed  by 
the  crowd  of  gentlemen  aronnd. 

The  Electress  gazed  after  him  with  a  sad 
and  solemn  look,  then  clasped  her  hands 
without  lifting  her  bended  head^  and  ex- 
claimed,  ''There  goes  the  Palatinate  into 

The  Elector  paused  not  to  libteii,  for  he  felt 
lus  emotions  OTerpowering  him ;  and^donbtlesSi 
the  sound  of  many  ieet  drowned  the  words  ere 
they  reached  his  earf*  As  soon  as  be  appeared 
in  the  court,  a  shout,  not  like  an  English  cheer, 
bat  snfficiently  expresmve  of  gratnlatton,  wel- 
comed his  approach ;  and  a  number  of  voices 
exclaimed,  *^  Loug  live  Frederic,  King  of  Bo- 
hemia/' 

The  Elector  raised  his  plumed  hat  and 
bowed,  exclaiming  the  next  moment— To 
horse,  gentlemen,  to  horse !  There  are  too 
many  tweet  ties  and  dear  memories  here.  We 
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muBi  break  away aod,  crossing  the  court  oa 
foot,  he  passed  for  the  last  time  tfaroogh  the 
deep  archway  of  bis  heieditary  castle,  followed 
by  the  crowd  of  noble  and  eDthusiastic  gentle- 
men  who  had  aisemUed  to  accompany  him« 
Beyond  the  gate  tower  be  sprang  upon  the 
back  of  a  magnificent  horae,  which  two  giooios» 
running  in  hast^  led  up  to  the  farther  side  of 
the  drawbridge* 

His  followers  hurried  to  mounts  and^  in  a 
moment  after,  the  cayalcade  was  descending 
the  hilL  The  fresh  and  fiery  chargers  were 
eager  to  dash  on;  some  reared  and  plunged; 
some  puUed  hard  at  the  rein;  bnt^  strange  to 
say,  the  horse  of  the  young  ELing,  though  un- 
questionably the  finest  and  most  powerful  ani- 
mal of  the  whole  group,  full  oi  Uie,  rigour,  and 
aetiTity,  stumbled  at  the  first  step  and  well  nigh 
felL  Never,  even  in  the  augury-lovii^  days  of 
the  old  Romans,  was  there  a  time  when  omens 
of  any  *kind  were  more  eagerly  watched^  or 
produced  a  deeper  luipre&sion  on  the  minds  of 
men ;  and  it  was  easy  to  see  a  giave  and  dis- 
tressed look  spread  over  the  countenances  of 
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nmny  of  the  young  monarch's  feUomrs^  as  they 
marked  this  uotoward  accident, 

''Tliat  is  unfortmrnte^*  said  the  younger 
Christian  of  Anhalt,  who  was  riding  near  Alger- 
non Grey. 

^Nay^  rather  fortmiate  that  the  horse  did 
not  fall/'  replied  the  Englishman ;  "  but 
do  yon  really  pat  any  faith  in  snch  indica- 
tions?" 

^Not  I/'  answered  the  Prince;  '^bnt  omens 
often  make  misfortunes^  though  they  don't  pre- 
dict them.  The  courage  of  half  a  score 
amongst  ns  is  already  cooled  hy  that  horse's 
stumble  ;  and  I  have  heard  of  a  battle  lost  by 
the  first  look  of  a  comet's  tail.  Hearen  send 
us  no  more  such  auguries,  or  we  shall  reach 
Fragne  with  cold  hearts." 

^Mine  is  cold  enough  already^''  answered 
Algernon  Orey,  who  had  determined,  during 
the  expedition  before  him,  to  throw  away  the 
resenre  which  had  so  long  overshadowed  him, 
and  cnltifate,  by  frankness,  the  regard  of  those 
who  were  to  be  his  companions  for  many 
months ;  ^  mine  is  cdd  enough  already,  though. 
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Heaven  knows,  not  cold  in  the  cause  of  your 


noble  Prince*" 

Ay,  aod  what  has  chilled  it  asked  Chris- 
tian of  Anhalt. 

"  Many  things/'  answered  Algernon  Qrej, 
with  a  faint  smile;  '*8oroe  treachery,  some 
disappointment^sonie  burdensome  bonds,formed 
by  good,  misjudging  friends,  which  can  neither 
be  broken  nor  shaken  off/' 

'^A  bad  case,"  answered  Christian  of  An* 
halt ;  but,  methinks,  were  I  you,  I  would 
never  suffer  things  that  cannot  be  mended  to 
weigh  down  my  light  free  heart,  but  would 
rather  throw  them  back  upon  fate's  hands,  and 
be  merry  in  spite  of  fortune.^ 

^^A  good  philosophy/'  answered  Algemoa 
Gfey;  ''and  I  am  resolved  to  try  it;  but  yet 
you  may  one  day  find  it  difficult  to  practise 
what  you  teaclu^ 

Nay,  not  a  whit,*  replied  his  companion. 
"We  may  learn  philosophy  even  from  the 
brute  beasts;  they  sigh  not  over  the  morrow 
or  the  yesterday.  It  is  only  because  we  make 
curses  of  powers  that  were  given  for  blessings. 
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and  use  our  memory  and  our  foresight,  not  for 
warning  and  precaution^  bnt  for  regret  and  de- 
spair.* 

Excellent  good,"  cried  Lovet,  who  was 

riding  but  a  step  behind.  "  The  same  doctrine 
I  baye  been  preaching  to  him  for  the  last  two 
months !  Me  he  would  never  listen  to ;  now 
he  will  be  aU  docility;  for  a  prophet  is  no 
prophet  in  his  own  country  ;  and  a  cousm's 
counsels  like  the  ale  of  the  servant's  hali^ 
always  taste  pricked  to  the  master  of  the 
house." 

There  is  some  difference  betwemi  your  sage 

advice^  William,  and  our  noble  comrade's,"  an- 
swered Algernon  Giey* 

Not  a  bit,"  cried  LoTet  Enjoy  the  pre- 
sent; forget  the  past;  let  the  future  take 
care  of  itself.  Such  is  the  cream  of  the  mo- 
rality of  each;  and  you  only  think  otherwise 
because  a  stale  pie  tastes  fresh  upon  a  clean 
napkin — But  here  we  are  coming  to  the  s(juare 
— ^On  my  life,  a  mighty  fine  body  of  men,  and 
in  good  order,  too.  There  must  have  been  a 
shrewd  head  to  marshal  them.'* 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Teb  nuMmiDg  was  fair,  but  taltry;  the  pace  at 

which  the  cavalcade  proceeded  was,  for  several 
miksy  Tery  quick ;  aod  the  exhilarating  effect 
of  rapid  moti<m  would  probaUy  again  have 
raised  the  spirits  of  all,  had  it  not  been  for 
a  certain  oppressive  feeling  in  the  air,  which 
rendered  the  application  of  the  spur  necessary, 
even  to  strong  and  high-blooded  horses,  at  the 
end  of  five  miles.    Algernon  Ghrey  felt  the 
mflnence  of  the  atmosphere  as  nnieh  as  any 
one.   In  vain  he  endeavoured  to  shake  oflf  the 
gloom  which  hnng  over  liim,  to  laugh  and  talk 
with  those  around,  to  give  back  to  Lovet  jest 
for  jest;  the  thoughts  which  he  wished  to 
banish  would  letum  and  struggle  to  possess 
bim  wholly.    We  all  know  we  must  all  have  felt 
the  influence  of  particular  states  of  the  air,  not 
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alcme  upon  our  corporeal  frame,  but  also  upon 

the  very  energies  of  the  mind ;  when*  without 
losing  in  the  slightest  degree  our  power  over 
the  intellect,  we  cannot  commaad  that  finer 
and  more  supple  element  in  our  complicated 
nature — whatever  it  be  called — which  gives 
birth  to  the  feelings  of  the  moment.  Reason 
is  vain  against  it ;  resolution  is  useless ;  we  may 
govern  the  external  display,  but  we  cannot 
avoid  the  internal  sensation;  and  a  lustrous 
brightness,  or  a  dim  cloudy  spreads  over  every 
*  subject  of  contemplation  from  some  bidden 
source  of  light  and  shadow  witUiu  us*  Who 
can  say,  **  I  will  be  merry  to-day?"  The 
man  who  does  so  is  a  fool ;  for  not  the 
brightest  gifts  of  fortune^  not  the  sunshine  of 
all  external  things^  not  every  effort  of  a  strong 
determination,  not  the  exercise  of  wit,  wisdom* 
and  philosophy,  will  enable  him  to  succeed*  na* 
leas  the  spirit  of  cheerfulness  be  in  his  own  heart* 
He  may  say,  indeed,  **  I  will  be  calm  and 
many  a  man  has  been  so,  in  the  midst  of  intense 
suflTerings — to  the  eye  of  the  world.  Many  a 
man*  perhaps,  has  beensoevenin  bisownopinion ; 
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hmt  I  iBucii  cioubt  wbeUier  some  one  oi  tktt 
maDy  modifieations  of  vanity  was  not»  then, 
poUiag  a  cbtat  apoii  him* 

With  Algernon  Grey  the  effort  was  vain  -  be 
fidi  ^ffntmedp  and  he  sUiiggltd  agaiiMt  Iht 
depi^ssioo ;  but  the  enemy  conquered,  and, 
feoi  by  foot,  gained  giouiid  upon  him*  FSmI^ 
ha  gave  vray  so  far  aa  to  think  of  Agnes  Her- 
barC,  to  dwell  upon  tharacoUtolmi  of  her  beauty 
and  her  eioeUenca.  Than  he  strove  to  cast 
his  eyes  forward  into  the  future,  and  to  think 
oaly  of  the  eooftiag  ctcbIb;  but  what  a  aad* 
contrast  did  they  present  to  the  images  just 
haaished  I  war,  and  alrile,  and  the  fieiy  tnibu* 
leace  of  ambition,  and  the  low,  mean  intrigues 
of  courta»  mad  oM  pedantry,  and  idia  ravd* 
ling;  in  place  of  beauty,  and  love,  and  hope, 
and  sweet  domestic  peace !  It  waa  too  pamful 
ta  rest  upoa ;  and  hia  mind  turned  to  bar  ha 
loved  again;  but  the  same  blight  visions,  ia 
nMch  ha  had  indulged  iar  a  mmaenty  wooM 
not  now  come  back  at  his  btdding.  He  thought 
of  Agnes,  it  iatnia;  batat  tha  sauBO  ttasa  ha 
mneoibered  that  he  was  leaving  her  for  ever ; 
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d»l  be  wai  foluiitsriiy  cttttiag  tmy  6M% 
joy  of  int  love,  tbo  osly  nfoge  ia  wliicb  Im 

heart  couki  uow  £ad  |>eace,  the  sweetest  light 

Uuli  bad  «m  4Mriiid  upon  maakamp  ^  thot 

imagiaatioa  could  have  pictored  of  bappioeaAaiid 
eoateotmeiit  And  deep,  deep,  lotna  very  kaiii, 
he  felt  the  aacrtdce ;  and  hie  spirit  wnthed  in 
the  tortofe  whiefa  he  hiflieled  on  hiaaeeiC 

^  Sboald  he  really  never  see  her  more  C  he 
abked  himself ;  "or  should  he  see  her  egaitty 
hotaslhewifeofanolberr  There  im  agony 
aiul  despair  in  tlxe  very  thougiit;  and  yet^  what 
eotthl  hedol  hovreonkl  he  acteo  pieveatifc? 
how  coold  he  shut  out  that  terrible  but  too 
certain  eeonetioiil  ItwaeimpettihietoebaDge 
hislutfd  fate,  it  was  impossible  even  to  dream 
'that  k  woald  be  changed  ;  and  in  the  end  he 
gave  hiaseslf  up  to  dull  and  heavy  deepondeney* 

liiti  feeUngs  had  been  grave  and  sad  even 
when  he  oane  to  Heidelbtig.  He  had  be- 
lieved that  he  was  destined  to  go  throogh 
fife  nabving  and  unbelevedy  linked  to  one 
whose  reported  conduct  was^  to  say  the  leaat^ 
iigfat,  wham  he  only  remenbeied  aa  a  pmd 

a2 


Jiaughty  child ;  whom  he  ooly  knew  by  the  ml 
romours  which  had  reached  him.  But  since 
that  time  a  light  had  arisen  on  the  darkneaa  of 
such  feelings,  to  go  out  as  suddenly  as  it  had 
been  kindled,  and  leare  the  night  tenfold  move 
gloomy  than  before.  Ue  had  learned  to  love^ 
Irat  without  hope ;  and  what  state  can  be  moie 
terrible  to  a  young  and  passionate  heart? 

On  such  things  he  pondered  as  they  rode 
•long ;  and  they  soon  absorbed  his  whole  atten- 
tion. He  marked  not  with  any  degree  of 
aoenracythe  road  they  took;  be  haidly  saw 
the  houses^  or  the  trees,  or  the  mountains  as 
•  they  passed.  He  marked  not  the  fleeting  hours, 
or  the  changes  of  the  light  and  sky.  Bat 
there  were  otbeia  in  the  train  whose  eyes  wm 
more  busily  employed ;  and  amongst  them  were 
those  of  his  own  servants,  who,  with  less  to 
occupy  tb«r  thoughti,  felt,  or  seemed  to  fed, 
the  fatigues  of  the  way  and  the  oppression  of 
the  soltry  atmosphere  &r  more  than  their  ferd. 

"it  IS  mighty  hot,  Tony,"  said  Frill,  the 
page,  wiping  his  brow  with  a  deUcate  kerchief; 
^'and  methinks  the  folks  are  riding  exceed- 
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iofly  fast,  consideruig  the  snltriiiew  of  the 

temperature^  aod  the  capability  of  their  qua* 
drupeds/* 

^Ay,  goodlack,  it  ia  hot/'  answered  the 

servant;  ''but  the  (quadrupeds, as  you  call  thena. 
Matter  Frilly  can  bear  it  quite  as  well  as  the 
two-legged  beasts  perched  upon  them.  There 
thoa  art  nowtbysdfy  mounted  opoQ  the  tall 
roan^  with  thy  i^d-heeled  riding  boots  sticking 
out  from  under  thy  cloak,  like  a  small  Cornish 
erow  upon  the  back  of  a  big  sheep ;  and  losing 
much  moisture  from  thy  brow  and  temples, 
while  the  good  beast  has  hardly  turned  a  hair. 
Kow»  I  will  warrant  thee,  Frill,  thou  art  think- 
ing in  a  miserly  spirit  of  the  world  of  essences 
and  perfumed  soap  it  will  cost  to  cleanse  thee 
of  all  this  dust;  but  I  will  console  thee.  Frill; 
I  will  relieve  thy  mind.  Thy  conscieoce  shall 
be  spared  the  small  sin  of  pilfering  odours  out 
of  onr  loid's  saddte-bi^/' 

I  have  no  need  to  pilfer,  Tony,"  answered 
the  boy ;  **  I  leave  that  to  you.  I  have  got  all  I 
want  in  my  own  saddle-bags^  and  ask  nothing 
bnl  a  little  fair  water.'' 
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^  Tbat  ibou  skalt  bare  ia  abuKKiancey  FriUj^*' 
TspKfldkbcampftDioD;  and  Booner,  perdiaDQei 
than  thou  thinkest;  iot,  if  yon  great  leaden  cioud 
lis  aot,  tboa  ■halt  have  water  enoiigh  withk  an 
hmr  at  to  spare  thee  all  £ature  washing  for  the 
dayi  and  make  thee  forswear  such  ii^uid^  fur 

a  aumth  to  oama." 

It  looks  fitarvelious  like  it»"  anawered  Frill, 
eyeing  tha  heavens  with  m  aomawbal  mSal 
Igoiu 

Like  it,  bot  not  marveUowi,  friead  ¥HU/' 
anawmd  Tony ;  thnnderatoona  will  eome  in 
moat  countries  of  the  world;  and  raia  wdl 
CiU;  and  wind  will  blow ;  and  gnas  will  spnag 
up  with  its  unifersal  eveigreen  ;  and  pages  wiU 
any  flftt  tUnga  in  pleasant  fooes^  and  think 
tlieinseUes  mighty  wise  in  their  estate* ' 

<<Do  yon  judge  it  will  thunder,  Toayr 
aaked  iha  youth,  in  a  tone  which  made  the 
older  aertant  fancy  he  was  somewhat  nppnh 
hanaive. 

"Ay,  that  it  will,"  replied  Touy;  '*it  will 
thnadar  to  ynar  heatt^a  content.  I  ahoald  not 

wonder  if  we  saw  half  a  dozen  of  those  giyf 
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lords  struck  with  the  lightning.  I  have  seldom 
•aen  m  giett  a  bdlyM  of  tJiuadttrixilta  as 
that  one  up  there." 

If  it  do^  Tony,  there 'sm  good cmtere,  just 
catch  the  bridle  of  my  horse ;  for  I  doubt  if  I 
haye  strength  lo  hold  him.  Saw  you  not  ho« 
be  plunged  and  passaged  just  as  we  were 
settiiif  eot?  I  wrang  my  two  anos  nearly  off 
to  keep  bun  uu" 

^  Ohf  I  will  put  to  a  etionger  arm  in  case  of 
need,"  answered  Tony*  ^  I  thought  your  horse 
and  ail  would  have  beea  over  into  the  valley^ 
at  which  I  should  have  rqoiced  with  sincere 
ftkndsbip  ati  an  honourable  aod  dmtiugui&bed 
death  for  one  so  young.  But  here  I  must  take 
caie  that  you  do  not  die  in  a  by^^road*  bke  a 
pilgrim's  donkey,  and  so  Til  stop  your  beast's 
capering  if  be  should  be  riotous.  But  mark 
you.  Master  Frill,  how  our  friend  with  the 
hawk*e  eyes  is  plyii^  our  lord,  his  consio, 
mUi  sweet  talk.  J^ow  I  wiU  not  give  the  value 
of  a  goose's  egg  for  anything  that  he  aaysf 
but  yet  be  you  certain,  good  fxiend  Frill,  tha^ 
ho  says  notWog  witboot  an  olgeet«  'It  wonlA 


be  worth  mnethiiig  to  know  what  th«t  objeoi 

is;  for  ibeu  oue  could  watch  his  working  ior 


Caa  he  be  wishing  to  get  our  lord  killedp" 
asked  Frill,  ^'if  he  puts  him  apon  such  ezpe^ 
ditions  as  these?" 

"Not  so,  master  page,"   answered  Tony; 

first,  because  he  did  not  pot  him  opoo  this 
expedition.  I  heard  him  arguing  reasonably 
enough  one  day  against  his  going/' 

Ay,"  answered  Friii ;  "  but  I  saw  a  boy 
in  the  streets  of  Heidelberg  driving  a  large  oM 
boar,  and  when  he  wanted  him  to  go  on,  he 
pulled  him  back  by  a  string  round  his  hind 

kg." 

*'  A  savoury  comparison  for  our  noble  master," 
said  Tony;  bnt  yet  there  may  be  aome  troth  in 
it;**  and, scratching  his  h^d  with  one  finger  thrust 
under  his  broad  hat,  he  meditated  for  a  moment 
or  two.  No^  no/'  he  continued  at  length,  he 
could  gain  nothing  by  it;  that's  not  his  object 
He  is  but  his  cousin  by  the  side  of  the  woman. 
The  title  dies  with  our  lord,  if  he  has  no  chil- 
dren ;  and  the  estates  go  to  the  Howarda*  II 
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ivoald  be  wane  for  bim,  rather  than  better,  if 
be  died;  for  I  know  be  borrows  money  from 
time  to  time.  It  can  't  be  that.  Master  Frill/' 
^  I'U  tell  you  wbat,  tony"  replied  the  boy, 
I  think  you  might  get  soinethiDg  from  old 
Paul  Watson,  who  joined  us  with  the  rest  at 
Mannheiui*  He  was  bred  up  m  the  Lady  Ca- 
therine's bonsebold,  and  Sir  William  is  always 
down  there,  I  hear." 

Get  something  from  Paul  Watson  !'*  cried 
Tony.  Get  juice  out  of  a  stone  I  Why,  I  do 
not  believe  he  has  ten  words  to  give  to  any  man; 
bnt  I  '11  tiy,  notwithstanding*  He  knows  a  good 
deal,  I  dare  say,  if  he  would  but  speak ;  for  these 
silent  fellows  use  their  eyes,  if  not  their  tongues* 
— Let  us  nde  up  to  him  and  see  what  he  will 
say*  On  my  life,  I  wish  the  storm  would  come 
down;  for  this  heat  is  unbearable.'* 

Thus  saying,  he  pushed  on  his  horse  at  the 
side  of  the  cavaloade,  till  be  reached  the  spot 
where  a  well-equipped  body  of  armed  men  was 
moving  along  in  the  Elector^s  train«  The  dif-* 
ference  of  their  accoutrements  and  the  figures 
of  their  bones,  combining  great  bone  and 
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straagth  with  agility^  naiked  tbem  omi  tat 

English  soldiers ;  Bnd^  drawing  in  his  reia  by 
the  side  of  a  nan,  som  fifty  years  irf"  age*  vHh 
grey  hair  and  motistacbe^  Tony  coBunenced  a 
ew?er8aiioo»  saying,  Well,  Paul,  I  hate  not 
seen^yott  for  more  than  nine  months;  bow  hss 
it  gone  with  you  since?" 

WelV  answered  the  asiiy  setieefy  looking 
round. 

And  what  haie  yon  been  abovt  atcr  since  t*' 

asked  Tooy. 
«  Many  ihuigs/'  replied  Panl  Watsen. 
«  Yoa  have  been  down  at  the  Lady  Catha* 
rkie's,  I  bear,"  continued  Tony,  ^  in  your  old 
haanUy  Master  Watson.  Idavessyyonenjoyed 
yonraelf  mightily/' 

Yes, '  answered  bis  eosspaaion* 
Was  Sir  William  dowa  there  then?"  oon« 
tinned  Tony,  with  a  canless  wnnoer. 
Paul  Watson  nodded  his  head« 
I  wonder  what  is  his  elgeet  in  goir^  absnt 
with  our  lord  here,  after  iettiiig  him  wander  so 
many  years  by  himself/'  said  Tony,  mnsingly. 
JMi  know/  seared  Pmnl  Watson, 
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**  What  was  be  about  so  long  down  tbeteF** 
was  Toiijf^s  next  qaettion  i  and  to  this  he  got 

the  only  satisfactory  answer  he  had  yet  so* 
ceired. 

"  Making  love  to  the  lady/'  answered  bk 

companion,  with  a  grin  and  a  sort  of  gasp,  as  if 
tbn  miniber  of  wovda,  tboogh  they  wonld  be 
spoken,  half  choked  him  in  the  utterance* 

^  Ob,  bo  V*  cried  Tony,  bis  eyes  lighting  up 
with  intelligence;  bat  he  had  no  opportunity  of 
inqviring  farther ;  for  one  of  the  EIector*s  offi* 
ceis,  ndii^  i^long  the  line,  motioned  him  to 
fall  back,  saying,  Keep  the  order,  keep  the 
Older 

Tony  obeyed;  for  although  he  might  have 
lik€d  to  inqms  fiuther,  jfA,  the  man's  few  words 
gave  him  the  key  to  many  a  secret.  Frill,  wbo^ 
notwithstanding  a  certain  portion  of  page-like 
aflectation,  was  a  shrewd,  clever  youth,  had 
remained  in  bis  place,  thinking  it  much  better 
that  Tony  sbonld  go  on  alone,  trusting  to  ob- 
tain from  bim  any  information  be  might  acquire 
by  one  means  or  sMther,  after  bis  retum. 

I  would  not  come  with  you,  Tony,"  he  said ; 


236  PBIDSLBBROf 


^  for  if  Paul  will  but  speak  litUe  before  one,  he 
wiU  speak  aoihmg  before  two.  Wbat  has  be 
told  you  r 

Little  enough,*'  anawered  Tony;  ^  bat  now 

take  care  of  your  beast^  Master  Frill ;  for  here 
comes  down  the  storm/' 

A  large  heavy  drop  or  two  fell,  as  he  spoke, 
spotting  the  dust  upon  their  horses'  coats;  and, 
the  next  instant,  a  broad  flash  of  lightomg  shot 
across  the  whole  sky,  changing  the  lurid  mass 
of  cloud,  which  by  this  time  had  crept  up  oTer 
the  zenith,  into  one  wide  expanse  of  iiame.  At 

first  the  thunder  followed  slowly  after  the  flash, 

leaving  a  long  interval  between ;  but,  ere  many 
minutes  were  over,  the  roar  was  almost  incessant* 
The  sky  scarcely  for  an  instant  was  iree  from 
lightning ;  the  crash  of  the  thunder,  echoed  (rem 
mountains  to  woods,  was  really  terrific ;  and  that 
storm,  which  accompanied  Frederic  on  his  way 
to  dahn  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  is  recorded  by 
all  annalists  as  the  most  tremendous  that  ever 
Yisited  the  Palatinate*  To  describe  it  is  impos* 
sihle ;  but  we  may  comprehend  what  was  its  in- 
tensity, when  we  learn  that  men  aocustoaied 
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to  every  kind  of  daof^er  felt  overawed  by  the 
Atraoge  and  terrible  phenomena  they  witness* 
ed;  aud^  to  use  the  words  of  the  chronicler, 
thought  that  the  end  of  the  world  had  come." 
The  fierce  flame  of  the  lightning  half  blinded 
lioth  bones  and  men ;  the  fierce  livid  streaks  of 
fire  shot  incessantly  down  from  the  sky  i  and, 
darting  amidst  the  forests,  rent  many  of  the 
stroQg«it  trees  to  atoms*  Balls  of  flame  passed 
hissing  through  the  air,  and  exploded  with  a 
sound  like  the  discharge  of  laige  ordnance; 
while  the  continued  roll  of  the  thunder  deafened 
the  oar;  and  every  now  and  then  a  ciash>  as  if 
mighty  rocks  had  been  cast  down  into  an  echo- 
ing vault,  brolLe  through  die  less  intense  sounds 
and  seemed  to  shake  the  very  earth.  The  rain^ 
toO|  came  down  in  torrents,  now  and  then  min 
gled  With  hail ;  but,  far  from  mitigatmg  the  fury 
of  the  atonn»  it  seemed  only  to  aggravate  its 
-rage. 

At  first  the  horses  plunged,  and  darted  hither 
«nd  thitbert  and  a  scene  of  indescribable  con- 
fusion took  place  in  the  cavalcade;  but,  after  a 
time,  they  seemed  cowed  into  tranquillityi  and| 
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with  droopiog  beiids  and  hangiog  mis,  pMd«4 

on^  while  torreaU  oi  min  streamed  off  their  coats. 

For  ser&BL  hoanH-fmn  nioft  till  £om  thr 
war  ot  eiemeots  cootinued,  without  the  slight*- 
•tt  mbatemeot;  mod  thtn  another  he«r  wae 
passed,  with  the  thunder  mriag  at  a  greater 
distance,  and  the  lightning  etraaaung  mere 
ftkitly,  after  which  enoceeded  doll  hoafy  reia* 
Still,  thronghout  the  whole,  the  youog  King 
pf  Bohenia  iNtniied  baa  wmji  apairyig  «■» 
wherever  it  was  possiblei  as  fast  as  the  weuj 
awd  diwoQimged  horses  would  go.  Oiiee  oolf 
he  paused,  in  asmaiitowAytotakeaomeicfresh* 
mmt  aad  lest ;  but  in  thice-qiiartenof  an  henr 
he  was  on  the  way  again,  and  dmwaotascialiU 
just  as  night  was  falling,  aod  a  faiut  streak  of 

yellow  light  was  seen  to  the  weilwaid  nnder 
tlie  dull  canopy  of  cloud.  Just  at  that  moment, 
aome  towens  and  ateeplea  were  eean,  at  the 

tance  of  about  two  miles ;  and  Christian  of  An- 
halt,  pointing  on  at  he  rode  by  Algernon  Grey, 
ezdaiaed*  *'  Thank  (iod  I  there  is  our  reetipg- 
plaee.  Iliis  has,  indeed,  all  been  very  unfor- 
tnnate.'' 


**  It  has,  truly/'  answered  the  ^oung  English* 
mm ;  ^  mad  the  more  so,  if 
light  judgment  of  the  superstitious  feeliQgs  of 
yoar  eomitrpMii." 

**  It  18  of  that,  aiooe,  I  speak,**  anewered  the 
Prinee.  Who  minds  a  heavy  shower  of  faia, 
or  a  thuader-storm,  as  far  as  he  is  persooaliy 
ooDcemed?  But  yet  half  of  the  people  here 
mm  aiieady  dfamag  eiii  ptogaosticatioiis  fraas 
a  stumbliug  horse  and  the  usual  resuU  of  a 
■Mth  of  ImA  weatker.  When  the  prieita  and 
Ihe  ladies  arrive,  too,  it  will  be  worse;  for,  if 
mm  aie  loo  maeh  given  to  snperstition,  wobm 
and  ckrgymsa  koow  no  end  of  it — aiways  ex^ 
cepttng  our  fair  Queen,  whoae  own  high  soul  is 
her  ouMR  of  ncoees.  I  wonder  where  ovr 
quarters  are  marked  out.  You  arc  iu  the  same 
im  with  me,  I  fasar.  My  iadier  hxiges  with 
the  King,  in  the  town-hoase.  Where  they  are 
in  ^pvt  ns  all,  in  this  email  plaoe,  I  know  nei— 
eq>eciaiiy  after  the  Queen  and  the  rest  have 

^^jDoes  she  oome  hither  tO'^ht?"  asked 
Algeraou  Grey,  m  some  surprise. 
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''Tes;  bot  it  wiU  be  kte^**  replied  his  eoto* 

pamoii*  She  comes  by  the  other  road  ^  it  is 
foither  rouodi  but  less  hilly,  and  relays  of 
horses  are  prepared  for  her.  Here !  Herr  von 
Alfeldi"  he  continued »  addressing  a  gentleman 
who  was  riding  by,  know  you  where  my  qoaiv 
terslie?" 

One  of  the  inns  in  the  market^^plaee^'* 
plied  the  officer  to  whom  he  spoke^  is  marked 
for  you,  the  Lord  Creven»  and  two  other  Vaff* 
lish  gentlemen,  with  your  trains.  1  will  tell  yon 
the  name;"  and  be  looked  at  a  paper  in  his 
band,  bnt  the  light  was  too  faint  to  enable  hini 
to  see ;  and,  after  a  moment's  thought,  he  said, 
^  It  is  die  Star,  excellent  sir-»I  remember  now; 
it  is  the  Star,  on  the  left  Imnd  of  the  market." 

He  then  rode  on ;  and  in  a  few  minnlea  be* 
gan  the  scene  of  hurry  and  confusion  inevitably 
produced  by  the  enlrsnee  of  a  large  and  long 
expected  party  into  a  small  town,  notwithstand* 
ing  every  precautionary  measure  to  provide  for 
their  accommodation.  The  rain  had  jasloensad; 
all  the  inhabitants  were  at  their  doors  or  winr 
dows ;  the  innnnerable  signs  which  hnng  from 
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house  to  house  across  the  uanow  streets— for 
Ik  most  put  omvaed  with  gtriaarti  obook 
showers  of  hurge  dropa  upon  aU  who  passed 
hdow;  boyi  and  gMi  nm  hemd^  A»  hirsts, 
ahiMitiBg  and  fleceamiog;  horse-boys  and  dnuveos 
wished  oat  of  ions  aad  ftavems;  torches  and 
busteiM  flashed  hem  and  these;  and  the  ycmg 
king's  harbingersy  who  had  been  sent  on  the 
precediog  dojTf  cmoing  foitb  to  tKmdwai  tkm 
parties  to  the  quarters  prepared  for 
aided  to  trniish  overythtng  libs  osder 
bom  the  cavaicade*  Frederic  hunaeit,  aiid  the 
pait  of  the  triMi  iaMncdiately  sitaelioi  Ao  Ub 
person,  of  oowse  tend  so  difiesdiyi  but  ott 
the  other  gentlemen  dispersed,  eageriy  seeking 
Aeir  todgiogs^asrf  csMiog  loodiy  tolteir  aasR 
to  follow;  whde  every  innkeeper  who  had  a 
single  ohamber  onappropriated  ntraaa  to  mm^ 
kad  some  of  the  atragg|len  ioie  his  hoiisiu 
oaaiirMg  them  4lMift  iIms*  fios  Aa  place  oogagsd 

"  Come  on,  Orey,  with  me.'*  said  Christian 
of  Anbalty  betwesn  whom  and  Algsraan  hod 
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sprong  up  a  feeling  of  frieDdship^  which  irent 
on  increasing  to  the  end  of  tbeir  iives.  Call 
your  men  together,  as  they  are  strangers,  and 
bid  them  follow  close,  with  your  oousid.  My 
people  can  take  care  of  themselves,  as  they 
have  good  broad  German  tongues  in  their 
heads.  I  can  find  my  way  to  this  Star,  for 
I  liave  heen  here  hefore.  The  markat-place  is 
straight  on,  where  the  King  is  goiog/' 

Algernon's  orders  were  soon  given ;  Lovet  roda 
up  to  his  Mde,  the  servants  and  his  little  hand 
of  soldiers  came  close  behind,  pushing  throogb 
the  crowd  with  a  quiet  regularity  which  ex- 
dted  the  admiration  of  the  young  Prince  of 
Anbalt,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they  were  in  the 
midst  of  the  market-place,  which  was  large  and 
eommodioiia  oonsidering  the  smallnesa  of  the 
town.  The  town*house  was  directly  opposite, 
and  innuntarsUe  lights  were  running  akmg  the 
front  from  window  to  window,  showing  that  tiie 
Prince  was  already  within ;  but  as  Christian  ef 
Anhalt  was  looking  around  to  discover  the 
sign  of  the  Star^  a  man  in  a  citisen^a  dress. 
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with  a  iuag  grey  beard,  came  up  to  the  side  of 
has  horse,  saying,    This  way.  Highness.  Here 
aro  your  quarters  at  my  innJ* 

What  is  it  cslled     asksd  the  Prince.  <«Is 

it  Uie  btar  I " 

"No,  sir,  the  Gblden  Cup,"  answered  the 
badloid. 

**That  will  not  do,  then,"  replied  Christian  : 
^oniB  is  the  Star.  It  most  be  there,  Grey, 
on  the  right — come  on and,  without  waiting 
finr  the  remonstraaoes  of  the  host  of  the  OoMsn 
Gap,  he  pushed  his  horse  forward,  and  soon  saw 
a  golden  star  hanging  from  the  fim  of  a  large 
house  covered  all  over  with  grotseque  paintings 
in  fresco. 

^Now^  noUe  lordsy  now,  what  is  jonr 

pleasure  ?''  asked  the  landlord,  who  was  stand- 
ing at  his  door  with  two  8enring«4x>ys. 

"  Meat,  drmk,  lodging,  and  a  fire  to  dry  our 
wet  eloaks,**  answered  Ghristian  of  Anhalt, 
^>riagmg  from  his  hone,  and  walking  into  the 
passage^  followed  by  Algernon  Orey  and  Lovet. 

**  Meat,  and  drink,  and  fir^  you  shall  have, 
noble  gentlemen,"  replied  the  good  man ;  "but 
2.        *  B  2» 
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lodging  I  cannot  give,  for  the  whole  house  is 
taken  by  the  king's  harbingers  for — 

For  us/'  added  the  young  Prince,  inter- 
mpting  htm,  and  entering  a  hall  on  the  right, 
from  which  a  cheerful  blaze  broke  forth. 

Quick,  my  good  host,  set  what  yon  can  befoie 
us,  and  especially  good  wine ;  and  send  one 
of  your  boys  to  take  care  of  our  men  without. 
Here^  Orey*  let  us  dry  what  Scultetus  calls  the 
outer  man  while  they  bring  us  something  to 
warm  the  inner  one.  — What,  in  the  devil's 
name,  do  you  stand  for,  host  ?  Do  you  want  us 
to  use  cold  iron  that  you  stay  gaping  there  f 

The  host  ran  out  alarmed,  and,  after  a  mo- 
ment or  two,  some  of  the  serrants  brought  in 
several  dishes  of  smoking  viands,  with  three 
Basks  of  wine.  But,  as  the  party  of  travellers 
sat  down,  Algernon  Grey,  marking  the  scared 
looks  of  the  attendants,  whispered  to  the  Prince, 

I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake  here.  Are 
you  sure  that  Uerr  voo  Aifeid  is  to  be  depended 
opont" 

By  my  life,  I  know  not,"  replied  Christiau 
of  Anhalt ;  "  but,  right  or  wrong,  I  sup  before  I 
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move.    Hoi  drawer,  where  ie  your  meetert 

Send  iiiin  here  !** 

He  is  gone,  noble  sir,  to  seek  one  of  the 
harbiDgera/'  replied  the  lad^  in  a  humble  tone : 

he  thinks  there  le  some  niisteke.'' 

^  There  can  be  no  mistake  about  this  stewed 
hare/'  cried  Lovet,  '^unless  it  be  a  cat  dis- 
gnisedy  and  even  then  it  smells  too  safoowy 
la  be  iu(^uiitid  into.  Shall  I  help  your  High- 
ness?'' 

''With  aU  my  heart/'  replied  Christian  of 
Anhait ;  cat  or  devil,  I  will  eat  it,  if  it  be  ten- 
der. Oat  with  those  corks,  knaves!  Now, 
success  to  our  expedition,  and  long  live  Frederic, 
King  of  Bohemia !  This  imi  is  mighty  quiet,  it 
must  be  confessed.  I  thought  to  iiud  the  hall 
tenanted  by  a  score.  I  fear  we  have  got  into  . 
some  resei-ved  chase,  and  are  poaching  upon  a 
private  larder ;  but  no  matter,  so  that  hunger 
be  satisfied  and  the  wet  kept  out." 

With  8ueh  light  talk  passed  away  aboot  half 
an  hour,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  landlord 
reappeared  witha  tall  personage  whom  thePriim 
of  Anbalt  lecogniMd  as  one  of  Frederic's  altso- 
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dants  ;  aody  saluting  him  with  a  gay  laugb^  he 
exclaimed,  Well,  William  of  Waldbof,  if  we 
are  in  a  wrong  nest  it  ia  all  Alfeld'a  fault :  he 
UM  me  that  the  Star  was  to  be  our  quartersi  as 
my  English  friend  can  witness*'' 

"  He  mistook,  noble  sir/'  answered  the  other : 
he  should  have  said  the  Golden  Cup*  But  it 
matters  not,  my  prince,  for  the  present.  This 
inn  is  for  the  Queen's  ladies,  who  cannot  lodge 
in  the  tuwn-house ;  but  they  are  not  expected 
fiyr  some  hours,  so  finish  your  supper,  in  Hea- 
ven's name,  and  then  at  your  convenience 
betake  yourself  to  the  inn  just  opposite*  I  will 
go  and  see  that  all  is  ready  finr  yoo^  and  pat 
your  men  in  possession ;  for  I  passed,  I  think, 
some  forty  of  them  at  the  door." 

Thunder  and  devils!*'  cried  Christian  of 
Auhalt,  turning  to  the  host,  **  what  left  yon 
them  at  the  doors  fori" 

I  had  no  place  for  them,  your  Highness," 
Mswered  the  man,  in  a  hnmUe  tone ;  and  Wil- 
liam of  Waldhof  stepping  in  to  quiet  the  prince's 
anger,  the  latter  sat  down  again  to  the  table, 
from  which  he  had  started  up,  and  recommeooed 
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hia  meal  wUb  a  degiea  of  hunger  which  was  not 
easily  satisfied.  Wine,  and  meat,  and  game  dii$- 
appeated  with  wonderful  celerity ;  for  neither 
J^vet  nor  Algeraun  Grey  had  tasted  anything 
since  they  left  Heidelberg,  and  the  distance  was 
coui»iderably  more  than  fifty  miles:  a  long 
joomey,  in  those  days  of  evil  roads  and  tor* 
tuous  paths.  Christian  of  Anhait  drank  deep, 
and  Lovet  did  not  fear  to  follow  his  example, 
ibr  be  loved  the  wme-cup,  though,  to  say  the 
tmth,  it  had  little  effect  upon  him.  On  the 
young  Prince  it  worked  more  potently :  not  that 
he  got  drunk  ^  far  be  could  talk  and  reason 
sensibly  enough ;  and  even  bis  corporeal  fa«- 
culties,  wiiich  usually  give  way  sooner  than 
the  mental  in  men  accustomed  to  deep  pota- 
tions, were  not  at  all  weakened,  lie  crossed 
the  room  steadily,  to  fetch  something  that  be 
wanted  from  a  small  pocket  in  his  cloak ;  and 
though  he  showed,  towards  the  end  of  the  meal, 

m  inclination  to  fall  asleep,  yet  by  no  other 
Bign  did  he  ^betray  that  he  had  been  drinking. 
At  length,  however,  as  be  finished  the  second 
koltle  of  stiong  old  wine  which  had  gone  to  his 
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•wn  Amnf  he  nme^  ityingy  "  I  mmi  hmm  a 

nap  b«iore  1  go  farther.  Any  man  who  is 
fonse  me  in  an  hour.  If  ire  all  go  to  ttw 
land  of  droaniB  together,  doubtless  some  one 
will  eonieto  tm  m  ont  when  the  ladiee|airrive. 
So^  good  n^bt  for  the  present;"  and,  Ijiog 
down  on  a  bench  at  the  farther  aide  of  the  hall| 
he  was  soon  deep  in  slnmber« 

Had  Algernon  Grey  given  way  to  the  strong 
temptation  of  dmwoing  the  memory  of  many 
cares  in  the  sparkling  juice,  whieh  bat  raises  the 
spirits  to  depms  them  mom  terribly  afterwaids, 
he  might  perhaps  ha?e  found  the  same  thoughts 
less  repose ;  bat  he  had  avoided  the  wine,  as  was 
hiftcnstom;  and,  after  seeing  the  yoong  Priaee 
sinking  to  sleep,  lie  turned  to  Lovet,  daying, 
**  We  mast  see  for  these  horses  yon  sent  oa, 
Wiiiiam*  Doubtless  they  will  be  needed  early 
lo-momw.  Know  yoa  friieie  they  are  to  he 
found?'' 

<<Not  I/'  answered  WiUiam  Lofet;  ^hoer 
could  I  tsU  the  names  of  inns  m  a  place  whieh 
asems  to  consist  of  litlle  else  ?    I  bade  the  Ger* 
'  man  liUow  you  seat  with  them  te  do  the  halt 
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ke  emM  fbr  tbeni ;  and,  oq  my  life,  I  tbink  jom 
bad  better  stay  till  we  get  to  the  other  place, 
mmd  tlm  tend  oot  some  of  the  men  to  kaat. 
Mere  is  a  bottle  aod  a  half  of  wine  atill  to  be 
drunk,  and  I  shall  take  my  share^  lest  we  do  not 
find  aoythiiig  so  good  wbere  we  are  going/' 

Wo,  no/'  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  '*  I  like 
to  be  prepared.  Yon  stay  and  watch  oor  yooag 
•  friend  there, drinking  the  wine  meanwhile;  and 
I  fvtti  go  and  see  what  ean  be  done  to  find  the 
means  <^  mounting  us  ail  to-morrow.  My 
ebaiger  will  not  bold  out  meeh  longer  over 
snob  reads.'' 

Thus  saying,  he  turned  and  quitted  the  inn, 

leaTing  bis  cloak  to  dry  before  tbe  great  fire^ 

Wandering  out  into  the  streets,  he  had,  in 
about  thfosKiaarters  of  an  hoar,  discofered  the 
small  pubhc-house,  with  its  long  range  of 
BtaUmg,  where  his  fresh  horses  had  been  put 
up ;  and,  giving  what  orders  be  thought  neces- 
sary, he  returned  slowly  towards  the  Star.  The 
nhirie  town  was  still  full  of  bustle;  peopfe 
passing  about  in  all  directions,  torches  and 
kmtsms  fitttrag  from  house  to  house ;  and,  as 
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Algernon  Grey  came  forth  fruiu  the  door  of  th^ 


slabieti  be  ibought  he  heard  a  rolling  aoond^ 

eomething  like  the  beat  ot  a  distant  drum.  On 
approachiog  the  town-house,  boweTer,  he  eav 
several  large  heavy  carriages  drawn  up  before 
ity  a  namber  of  hones,  and  ten  or  fifteen  ser- 
vants busily  unloading  a  quantity  of  luggage. 
CoDcludiDg  at  once  ihat  the  Queen  had  arrived, 
be  horned  into  the  Star^  the  passage  of  whi^ 
was  deserted,  and,  turning  to  the  right,  opened 
the  door  of  the  eating-hall,  and  went'in. 

The  large  room  had  now  only  one  tenant,  and 
that  was  a  lady,  who,  standing  with  her  back 
towards  him,  gazed  into  the  hre,  with  her  left 
hand  leaning  on  his  own  cloak,  cast  over  the 
tall  back  of  a  chair  to  dry.  Algernon  Oroy's 
heart  beat;  foi|  although  being  wrapped  up  hi 
mantles,  and  with  a  veil  over  the  head,  the 
lines  of  the  figure  were  di&cult  to  discern,  yet 
there  was  something  in  the  grsoefol  attitude 
into  which  it  had  fallen,  with  the  one  small  foot 
crossed  over  the  other,  and  the  hand  resting  so 
lightly  on  the  chair  for  support  that  it  seemsd 
scarcely  to  touch  it,  which  impressed  him  at 


Digitized  by  Google 


lifiill&LBSEO* 


251 


once  with  the  certainty  of  who  it  wu.  At  the 

first  sound  of  his  step  ia  theroomy  Agnes  turned 
lOODd  ;  andy  with  irrepressible  joy  in  bt«  heart 
and  in  his  face — ^joy  against  which  reason  had 
no  power^her  lover  sprang  ibrwanl  and  took 
her  hand. 

There  was  equal  pleasure  in  the  countenance 
of  Agnes  IIerbert|  and  she  thanked  him  with 

bright  smiles  for  coiniug  to  see  her  so  soon  ;  so 
that  it  was  hard  for  Algernon  to  explain  that  he 
did  not  know  she  was  to  form  one  in  the  train  of 
the  yonng  Queen ;  but  yet  he  did  it 

"  I  tiiought  you  must  have  known  that  long 
ago,"  replied  the  lady.  There  was  a  doubt  at 
one  time  whether  1  should  accompany  her  or 
not;  aud  as  my  uucle  expressed  no  wish  for  me 

to  stayi  the  Electress  mother  urged  me  to  go^ 

and,  of  course,  I  could  not  refuse." 

^  It  is  fitted/'  thought  Algernon  Orey ;  ''it  is 
fated!  What  use  of  struggling  against  such 
events?  I  will  do  nought  that  I  can  regret 
or  be  ashamed  of,  but  I  will  make  myself 
miserable  no  more  by  a  constant  war  with  my 

own  heart*'* 
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Ue  remaxaed  with  Agaes  for  more  than  aa 
bo«r— for  half  ao  ho«r  oearly  alone ;  and^  when 
the  CSoanleM  of  Loewenttein  and  two  other 
ladies  joined  them,  he  still  lingered,  giving  aid 
Id  all  tbenr  amagemeDti,  iiaieaiog  to  the 
details — of  which  they  were  full — of  the  perds 
and  diecomforte  of  the  way,  aixl  eheering  them 
with  gay  and  lively  conversation  fall  of  hope 
end  expectation  for  the  fiiture.  Only  one  of 
the  four  ladies  there  present  had  ever  spoken 
witli  him  before^  but  to  her  bis  present  de- 
meanoar  and  conTorsatioa  were  altogether  new 
and  strange ;  it  was  different  from  anything  she 
had  seen  or  heard  in  him  before,  bat  not  lees 
|deasing.  Her  mind  required  soothing  and 
cheering ;  it  soaght  to  revive  hope  and  kindle 
expectation,  but  found  within  itself  no  reeouiees 
to  eiiect  such  an  object;  and  as  with  graceful 

ease  and  varied  powers  he  painted  the  coming 
times  in  the  brightest  colours,  and  showed  the 
future  prospect  on  the  furest  side^  she  listened^ 
half  convinced  that  her  uncle's  dark  apprehen- 
•ione  were  vain,  and  that,  with  eoch  men  ae  the 
one  before  her  to  aid,  direct,  and  suppoct  a 
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nable  and  a  holy  cause«  success  could  not  fail 
to  fellow,  and  all  woald  end  in  victory  and 
peace. 

At  length,  it  was  announced  that  the  rooms 
above  were  ready;  for,  with  a  somewhat  na- 
tional spirit  oi  delay,  but  few  preparations  had 
been  made,  under  the  idea  that  the  Queen 
would  not  arrive  till  midnight;  and  Algernon 
Qrey  threw  his  cloak  over  his  shoulder  to 
depart,  saying,  Rest  must  be  very  needful  to 
you  all,  fair  ladies;  for  it  must  have  been  a 
weary  journey  to  you." 

**  Far  more  tirebome  to  all  of  us,"  answered 

Agnes, than  if  we  had  come  on  horseback,  as 

we  should  have  done  some  five  or  ten  years  ago. 
I  hate  these  carriages  for  travelling ;  they  are 
well  enough  in  a  procession,  or  to  go  through  a 
town;  but,  for  a  road,  I  think  the  old  way 
is  best." 

**  Had  we  come  in  the  old  fasliion/*  said  the 
Conntess  of  Loewenstdn,  **  we  should  have 
been  melted,  like  sugar-candy,  with  all  the  rain 
that  has  Mien/' 
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Heaven  forbid  !  "  cned  Algernon  Grey, 
laughuig;  '^for  dieii  there  would  hmve  been  a 
world  of  sweetness  wasted  on  the  high  road  ;** 
andy  fleeing  tfaem  to  the  foot  of  the  ataira,  he 
reiiredi  ieaviog  no  unfavourable  impressioQ 
upon  the  auada  of  all. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

I  MUST  now,  for  one  brief  chapter^  quit  the 
coarse  of  narretiTe  I  have  been  hitherto  pur« 
suing,  and,  instead  of  detailing,  day  by  day, 
the  actions  and  feelings  of  the  personages  in 
whom  I  hate  endeaToared  to  interest  the  reader, 
give  a  short  sketch  of  the  events  of  one  whole 
year,  dwelling  principally  upon  the  facts  of 
general  history ;  but,  in  the  end,  endeavouring 
to  snm  up,  in  a  very  few  words,  all  those 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  relative 
pobilion  of  Algernon  Grey  and  Agnes  Her- 
bert. 

As  is  well  known  to  every  one  acquainted 
with  German  history,  Frederic,  King  of  fiohe* 
mia,  pursued  his  jouiney  on  horseback  on  the 


following  moniiDg  to  the  small  towo  of  Ali- 
dorf,  nding  bat  ooe  hone  from  Hekkibeig  to 
that  place  ;*  thence  he  went  to  Aoibergj  and 
thence  again  to  Waidnchteo,  joined  on  Ae 
road  by  many  fneuds,  aod  met  at  the  lat« 
Icr  town,  which  was  then  the  last  of  the 
Upper  Palatinate,  by  the  deputies  of  the  States 
of  Bohemia.  At  Waldaaehaen  and  Amberg 
some  days  were  passed  ;  but  at  length,  in  the 
middle  of  October,  the  yonng  King,  with  a 
train  almost  swelled  to  the  amount  of  an  army» 
crossed  the  Bohemian  frontiei^  and  entered  the 
townofEgm.  From  Egra  he  was  cfidftfd  in 

triumphal  praces^ou,  amidst  the  shouts  and 
gratnlations  of  the  people,  the  hoisteioas  joy 

of  the  rude  nobility  of  the  realm,  and  the  wdd 

enthusiasm  of  the  Psoteitent  party^io  the  gates 

•  Some  letters,  from  a  person  who  pretended  to  be  an  fire- 
witness,  state  that  Fredoic  >rf<HPptf*M*l  tbe  Queen  sod  ttte 
rest  of  tbe  court  from  Heiddbei^  to  Amberg,  in  •  tnin  o  f 
cIsMHncniligBi;  MttitlMgriMidandnibitlHillit^mdtkt 
Swiflwiai  wl»  ageomptthd  hfaa,  rode  the  whol<  imj.  Tks 

dnd  mOm,  on  oat  koiw  ;  thew  Hm  poor  ImhC  M  ted,  mad 

tbe  staffed  sUb  was  to  be  seen  for  man/  jeaia  in  tbe  library 
oC  tbat  piaoe. 
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of  the  fine  old  town  of  Prague.    In  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  city  riBCs  a  hill^  called  the 
Weisseaberg,  or  White-mountain ;  and  beneath 
it  is  a  splendid  promenade,  named  the  Star* 
At  the  foot  of  that  fuountain,  which  was  des- 
tined to  be  the  field  where  all  the  bright  hopes 
then  entertained  were  destroyed;  and  on  the 
beautiful  walk  of  the  Star^  soon  to  be  drenched 
with  the  blood  of  many  who  then  surronnded 
him  in  joy,  and  health,  and  high-souled  ex 
peetation»  the  tiatn  of  the  young  monareh 
halted,  and  was  met  by  an  immense  concourse 
of  the  citizens,  with  the  states  and  magistrates 
at  their  head.  Two  thousand  horse  escorted 
Frederic  into  the  town ;  ambassadors  from 
many  other  states  were  present;  the  nobility 
of  the  whole  land  assembled  to  do  honour  to 
their  sovereign ;  and  four  hundred  of  the  an^ 
cient  Hussites,  armed,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
times  of  old,  with  hauberks  of  chain  mail,  with 
lances  in  hand,  and  double-handed  swords  on 
the  back,  formed  a  sort  of  body-guard,  bearing 
in  the  midst  the  famous  banner  of  the  uncon- 
querable Ziska,  emblazoned  with  u  cup  spiled 
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and  duity  from  the  many  fields  in  whiek  it 
had  led  on  hie  fieice  foUoweiB  to  the  elaugbleri 

but  raising  high  hopes  of  conquest  aad  success 
bj  tbe  memory  of  past  ncloriee»  and  invincible 
resistaace.  The  air  rang  with  shouts;  drums 
and  trampetaeonndedaionnd;  confideaee^rao* 
latioD,  enthusiasm,  were  m  every  heart;  and 
Aim,  in  the  midst  of  UsHHa  ptMkm,  as  the 
mtneing  Camerafios  calls  it»  was  Frederic  con- 
ducted into  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  over 
which  he  was  to  reign  but  one  short  year. 

The  corouatioa  of  the  Kiog  and  the  Queen 
shortly  fidlowed ;  and  for  a  brief  period  all 
was  joy,  and  pageantry,  and  success;  but  the 
reverse  was  speedily  coming;  the  day-dream 
was  quickly  to  be  dispelled ;  and  all  the  evils 
thattbe  monarch  s  mother  had  foreseen, gathered, 
like  thunder-cloods,  aiwmd  him. 

At  first,  nothing  could  equal  the  popularity 
both  of  the  King  and  Queen ;  her  beauty,  her 
grace,  her  kindness  won  aii  hearts;  and  the 
population,  finom  high  to  low,  almost  wor>* 
shipped  her  as  she  passed*  The  gentle  de» 
meanour  of  the  King,  too,  conciliated  regard. 
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His  light  and  iiappy  spirit  shed  suashioe  round; 
his  dignified  air  and  handsome  peraon  con 
cealed  the  weakness  of  a  character  irresolute^ 
thoQf^  personally  brave;  and  hia  happy  lan- 
guage and  easy  eloquence  covered,  as  is  so 
fipequently  the  case,  the  want  of  more  impor- 
tant powem,  jadgmenty  and  fofeaight,  and  dis- 
cretion*   Gradually,  however,  as  events  of  great 
delicacy  called  for  just  and  inunediato  action^ 
the  showy  qualities  were  reduced  to  their  riglit 
value  in  the  minds  of  men;  the  great  defi- 
ciency of  more  sterling  abilities  became  appa- 
rent.  Then  followed  doubt  and  regret  at  the 
cboice  that  had  been  made.   Selfish  interests 
raided  themselves  up  to  struggle  lor  temporary 
advantagea  under  a  weak  and  Audle  prince- 
Gloomy  discontent  followed  disappointment; 
and  apathy  succeeded  enthusiasm  in  his  cause. 
Whenever  such  is  the  case,  treason  is  not  far 
behind.   Still,  all  might  have  gone  well,  had  a 
weak  king  been  surrounded  by  wise  friends; 
had  his  counsellors,  firm  against  his  enemies, 
moderate  with  his  supporters,  imparted  that 
vigour  and  that  discretion  to  his  acUoas  wiucli 
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his  owD  character  could  not  supply.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  exact  reverse  was  the  case*  Came- 
rarias  was  weak,  though  subtle,  selfish,  and 
interested  ;  Christian    of  An  halt   the  elder, 
though  a  biave  and  skilful  soldier,  was  little 
more  than  a  soldier ;  Bobna  was  suffered  to 
take  but  little  share  in  the  management  of 
afiaira ;  and  the  Prince  of  Solms  was  not  equal 
to  the  great  emergencies  of  the  time.  The 
man,  however,  who  contributed  more  than  all 
the  rest  to  the  ruin  of  his  sovereign's  prospects, 
was  he  who  had  urged  him  most  strongly  to 
accept  the  perilous  position  which  he  occupied. 
Filled  with  the  wildest  spirit  of  fanaticism, 
fancying  himself  the  prophet  of  a  new  reforma* 
tion,  Abraham  Scultetus  came  with  the  King 
into  Bohemia ;  utterly  ignorant  of  the  manners 
and  customs  of  the  people ;  unacquainted  even 
with  the  relations  of  the  different  rehgious 
parties  into  which  the  population  was  di- 
vided.  The  oppression  of  the  Austrian  princes 
had  caused  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  king- 
dom  to  join  with  their  Protestant  brethren  in 
matching  the  crown  from  the  head  of  a  prince. 
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whose  own  acU  justitieci  the  States^  under  the 
expraw  conditions  which  were  made  on  receiv- 
ing  the  sceptre*  in  declaring  him  fallen  from 
the  throne  of  Bohemia.  But  still  there  lin- 
gered a  natural  fondness  in  their  minds  for  a 
sovereign  of  their  own  faith.  These  lioman 
Catholics  formed  a  large  part  of  the  popula* 
tion^  especially  at  Prague ;  the  rest  of  the 
people  were  divided  between  the  ancient  Uus* 
sites,  who  were  now  comparatively  few,  and 
Lutherans,  who  were  many.  Of  Calvinists, 
the  number  was  exceedingly  small*  But  ScuK- 
tetus  was  one  of  the  fiercest  followers  of  the 
£eice  and  intolerant  apostle  of  Geneva.  Pos- 
sessed with  the  blindest  spirit  of  religious 
bigotry,  he  had  done  much  evil,  even  in  the 
Palatinate,  where  his  sect  was  predominant; 
and  he  carried  the  same  fiery  elements  of  strife 
and  confusion  with  hiui  into  tiie  new  kingdom 
which  had  fallen  under  his  master's  sway.  His 
sermons  were  insults  to  the  faith  of  almost  ail 
who  surrounded  him;  his  counsels  were  per- 
nicious  to  the  prince  he  served ;  and,  after 
familiaii^ing  himself  in  some  degree  with  the 
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habits  of  the  dtizens  of  Prague,  he  proceeded 

to  open  acts  of  intolerance,  which  bore  bitter 
fruits  ere  long.  The  cathedral  was  stripped  of 
its  pictures  and  its  statues ;  the  great  altar  itself 
was  removed ;  and  relics  aud  images — which 
many  of  the  citizens  of  Prague  revered,  not 
aioue  as  mementos  of  holy  men,  but  as  pait  of 
the  possessions  of  their  city — were  destroyed  in 
the  night,  at  his  instigation.  The  great  crucihx 
upon  the  bridge  of  Prague  was  also  marked  out 
for  destruction ;  but  several  of  the  most  emi^ 
nent  Bohemian  nobles  interfered,  to  prevent 
this  rash  act  on  the  part  of  the  King ;  and  the 
cross  and  statue  were  spared  accordingly*  Xiie 
report,  however,  of  the  intention  spread  far  and 
wide  through  Prague.  It  unfortunately  hap* 
pened  that  the  young  Queen  bad  some  time 
previously  expressed  her  determinatkm  never 
to  pass  over  that  bridge  again,  till  the  indecent 
practice  of  both  sexes  bathiug  indiscriminately 
in  the  river  near,  was  done  away.  The  real 
motives,  which  she  had  frankly  expressed, 
were  supposed  by  an  angry  and  rude  peopk 
to  be  a  mere  excuse ;  the  Jesuits  dexterously 
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coBtri?ed  to  point  out  the  cnieifix  as  the  sal 

object  of  her  dibUke  ;  auu  an  outcry  was  raised 
against  the  unhap]oy  Princess^  which  spread 
wide  amoogst  the  Roman  Catholic  popnlation 
of  the  town. 

Having  once  obtained  cause  of  compiaiinty 
the  Jesuits  neier  ceased  to  decry  the  luouarcb, 
to  penrert  all  his  actions  in  the  public  ear, 
and  to  attribute  the  basest  motives^  and  even 
the  most  licentious  eondnct,  to  one  who  had 
openly  confessed  himself  an  enemy  of  their 
church.  With  the  serpeut-like  subtlety  oi' 
their  order,  they  spread  poisonous  rumours  and 
calumnious  assertions  through  a  thousand  diffe- 
rent channels  amongst  the  people  of  Bohemia* 
Sometimes  it  was  an  open  and  daring,  but 
perverted  statement  in  print,  such  as  the 

Description  of  the  spoiling  of  the  cathedral 
church  at  Prague  by  the  Calviuistic  King;*' 
sometimes  it  was  a  mere  whisper,  such  as 
that  which  spread  amongst  the  Lutherans,  that 
it  was  the  determination  of  the  King  and 
Queen  to  abolish  every  form  of  worship  in 
Bohemia  but  that  which  they  themselves  iol- 
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lowed.  Doubts,  fearb,  and  enmities,  took  po»* 
session  of  the  uiuids  of  the  populace  ;  and 
when  the  storms  of  war  began  to  arise,  and 
the  young  monarch  required  all  the  support  of 
a  nnited  people,  he  found  little  but  discord, 
disaffection,  and  suspicion. 

In  the  mean  while  the  relatiou&  of  the  ntw 
monarch  of  Bohemia  with  foreign  powers 
were  anything  but  satisfactory.   True,  indeed, 
his  wife*s  uncle,  the  King  of  Denmark,  the  war» 
like  King  of  Sweden,  the  Venetian  fiepublie, 
and  many  princes  of  Germany  recognised  him 
at  once  as  King  of  Bohemia*  True,  Belhlem 
Gabor,  the  Prince  of  Transylvauia,  promised 
the  aid  of  his  half  savage  hordes,  in  case  of 
war;  but  James  the  First  of  England,  on 
whose  power  to  serve  him  much  of  his  hopes 
had  been  fonnded,  refused  him  even  the  title  of 
King,  treated  him  as  a  usurper,  and  would  give 
no  aid  whatever  in  the  preservation  of  die 
kingdom  of  Bohemia,    He  promised  indeed 
to  interfere,  in  case  the  Palatinate  should  be 
attacked;  but  Frederic  had  soon  occasion  to 
learn  that  his  father-in-law  was  as  false  and 
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fickle^  as  he  was  vain  and  pusillanimoua;  and 

the  only  assistance  he  ever  received  from 
England,  was  alforded  by  the  gallant  enihu* 
aiasm  of  her  young  nobility  in  the  cause  of  a 
princess  whom  they  loved  with  chivalrous 
devotion.  FrancSi  on  the  other  side,  tem- 
porized ;  for  it  was  her  policy  to  persecute  the 
piotestants  amongst  her  own  people,  and  to 
foment  the  divisions  of  Germany;  aod  thus,  in 
almost  all  instances,  her  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  the  empire  tended  to  weaken  the 
Protestant  League,  and  to  give  every  iaciiity  to 
the  Roman  Oatholtcs*  Day  by  day  and  hour 
by  hour,  the  storm  approached  nearer  and 
nearer,  menadng,  on  the  one  hand,  Bohemia; 
and,  on  the  other,  the  Palatinate.  Large 
bodies  of  troops  were  raised  in  the  Spanish 

■ 

JNetherlands,  in  Burgundy,  and  Lorraine  under 

the  banners  of  the  King  of  Spain ;  and  at  their 
head  was  placed  the  veteran,  reiolute,  and 
skilful,  but  merciless  Spinola;  and  on  the 
side  of  Austria  several  generals  of  renown 
gatbersd  together  armiei^  ready  to  fall  on 
Bohemia  at  the  hrst  sound  of  the  drum. 
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In  the  mean  time,  in  his  capital  oi  Prague, 
Frederic  gave  himself  np  alternately  to  rercliy 
and  derotioii.    Hie  gallant  mannera  of  a 
refined  court,  the  romantic  tone,  which  it  had 
acquired  in  tbe  Palatinate,  totally  diaooidaBi 
with  the  rough  plainness  of  Bohemia,  were 
certuniy  reported,  and  perhaps  believed  to 
touch  opon  gross  licentiousness;  and,  un- 
•doubtedly,  in  merrimeiit — though  there  is  no 
proof  Of  its  having  been  Tieious*-*«Dd  in  denxit 
exercises — though  they  are  not  shown  to  have 
been  hypocritical— Frederic  pasMd  nmch  time 
which  would  have  been  more  wisely  expended 
in  preparation  for  defence,  or  in  active  attai^ 
upon  an  enemy  who  no  longer  preserved  even 
the  semblance  of  amity.    His  acts  also  were 
weak  and  ill  timed,  his  negotiations  tedious 
and  unskiliul.    From  France,  Denmark,  and 
Venice,  he  received  noChiog  but  vague  assu- 
rances of  amity.    From  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  he  obtained  nought  but  the  reproofc 
of  a  pedagogue,  rather  than  the  kind  support 
of  a  father;  and  his  embassy  to  Turkey  only 
served  to  give  his  enemies  a  pretext  for  le- 
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eamng  him  of  leaguing  with  the  infidel  against 

the  catholic  emperor.  JBethlem  Gabor,  indeed, 
not  only  promised,  but  prepared  to  espouse  his 
cause;  but  history  shows  that  so  ill  combined 
were  the  operations  uf  the  Tiau6^ivatuans  and 
Bohemiansy  that  the  Austrian  troops  had  the 
opportunity  of  deaiiag  with  eacli  separately, 
^md  paralyzing  the  one  force  before  it  could 
be  supported  by  the  other.  On  only  one  occa- 
bioa  alter  the  accebsioa  ot  1  icdeiic  to  the 
throne  did  the  Bohemians  and  Transylvaoians 
act  iu  co-operation;  and  then,  had  perseverance 
and  resolution  been  united  to  vehemence  and 
activity,  the  imperial  crown  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  been  snatched  from  the  House  of 
Austria;  and  the  Emperor  would  have  remained 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

The  star  of  Frederic  was  not  destined  to  rise 
high,  however,  lie  possessed,  it  is  ti*ue,  more 
amiable  qualities  than  his  rival ;  but  Ferdinand 
not  only  displayed  consummate  skill,  prudence, 
and  activity  himself  j  but  had  agents  and  counsel- 
lors all  equally  shrewd,  unserupulous,  and  dili- 
gent. The  Elector  of  Bavaria,  nearly  allied  to  the 
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Eleetor  Pdadne,  had,  beyond  all  doubt,  given 
his  cousin  reason  to  believe  that  his  acceptance 
of  the  crown  of  Bohemia  svould  not  be  followed 
by  any  act  of  hoatility  on  his  part ;  but  he  bad 
been  educated  in  the  same  school  as  Ferdinand, 
waa  a  bigoted  follower  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  the  chief  of  the  Crerman  Roman 
Calhulic  League,  and  the  politic  claimant, 
under  old  and  baseless  titles,  of  a  great  part 
of  the  young  King's  Rhenish  dominions.  These 
were  fearful  odds  against  gratitude  and  kindred, 
in  the  mind  of  a  pnnce  educated  by  the  Jesuits. 
He  was  soon  engaged  heart  and  soul  in  the 
cause  of  the  Emperor,  and  used  every  means,  just 
and  unjust,  to  move  the  princes  of  the  League  to 
act  against  Bohemia  and  the  Palatinate* 

Again,  George  Frederic,  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  affected  for  a  time  to  hold  himself 
neutral;  but  that  onworthy  prince,  it  would 
seem^  from  the  tirst  leaned  to  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  was  soon  won  over  completely  to 
the  interests  of  Ferdmand.  In  all  probability, 
jealousy  at  the  Elector  Palatine's  elefatton  to 
the  throne  of  Bohemia  had  a  coosadsvable 
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share  in  this  decision;  but  at  the  same  time 
it  would  appear  that  other  means  were  em- 
ployed to  remove  any  hesitation  from  his 
course.     Like  many  men  of  dissolute  man* 
ners,  he  was  greatly  under  the  rule  of  fanatic 
preachers,  who  tolerated  his  vices  upon  the 
coodition  of  governing  his  policy.   The  chief 
of  these   interested  men  was  Matthew  of 
Hoenegg,  bom  an  Austrian  subject,  the  Tiru- 
lent  rival  and  jealous  enemy  of  Abraham 
Scultetus,  of  poor  parentage  and  craving  am- 
Ution.   How  he  obtained  it  is  not  known,  but 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  crowned  his  labours 
in  some  cause ;  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony  pro- 
Qounced  in  favour  of  the  House  of  Austria. 
The  Pope  furnished  considerable  pecuniary 
means ;  the  King  of  Spain  ceased  not  his  war- 
like preparations ;  the  Elector  Palatine  was  put 
under  ban ;  and  the  princes  of  the  Protestant 
Union  acted  in  behalf  of  Frederic  no  farther 
than  to  give  the  Roman  Catholic  League  a  fair 
pretext  for  declaring  war.   The  armies  of  the 
two  rival  religions  were  assembled  at  Donau- 
verth  and  Ulm^  when  France  interfered  to 
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promote  a  treaty  of  peace  wbich  left  Bohemia 
defisDcefeM.  The  PMolmat  prioees  agimd 
to  confine  tbeir  iq>eratMNis  io  sopport  ol  t^ 
oewhr  dected  King'  to  the  Palatinate,  wida 
tbe  war  was  to  be  fongbt  oat  in  Bcrimia 
and  lower  Austria  ;  —  and  the  uofoituuaie 
Frederic  foond  faimadif  saddeolj  cxpoeed  to 
the  attack  of  the  imperial  troops  and  the  armj 
of  the  League,  at  a  UHmient  when  hia  new 
kii^dom  was  disaffected,  Mora?ia  and  lower 
Anstria  overawed,  and  Lnsatia,  from  wfairii  he 
expected  strong  reiofofoeaients,  invaded  by  the 
Elector  of  Saxony.  The  Danes  rejiiained  ueii* 
ter ;  Bethlem  Gabor  was  inactive  ;  the  Swedes 
were  engaged  in  war  with  Poland;  James  of 
England  ^avenoasaislance,and  Prance  had  jost 
consummated  the  ruin  of  the  young  monarch's 
best  hopes  by  the  disgraceful  treaty  of  Ulm. 

The  money,  which  was  necessary  to  raise 
and  maintain  armies,  bad  been  sqiiaodereii  in 
revelry  and  nnreasonable  liberality.  The  affec- 
tions of  the  people  were  estranged  by  the 
incapacity  and  the  indiscreet  iknatictsm  of  the 
King  and  his  court   The  anger  of  the  great 
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jAobility  of  Bohemia  was  excited  by  the  sight 
of  fmeigiiers*  raued  to  the  highest  authority 
in  the  anoay  and  the  state*  Appreheosioiis  and 
rumours  were  busy  in  the  city  of  Piugue, 
Treaton  was  not  inactire*  No  army  sufficient 
to  defend  the  capital  was  at  hand;  and  the 
amaU  Ibvee  under  the  command  of  the  gailant 
Christian  of  Anhalt,  which  was  intended  to 
impede  the  enemy's  advance,  was  at  a  distance 
from  the  capital,  and  totally  incapable  of  con- 
tending witii  the  immense  body  advancing  upon 
Bobemin*  under  Maximilian  of  Bavaria,  and 
the  Austrian  general  Bucqaoy.  With  haste  and 
great  apprehensiony  Frederic  coUeeted  troops 
from  every  quarter  that  would  furnish  them,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  that  the  armies  of  the  empire 
aad  the  league  had  entered  lower  Austria,  and 
that  town  after  town  was  submitting  to  the 
enemy;  while  Chriatian  of  Anhalt,  with  less 
than  ten  thousand  men  at  bis  disposal,  was 
retreating  before  a  force  of  nearly  sixty  thon* 
•and.  A  considerable  body  of  troops  was 
raised  sooner  than  might  have  been  expected, 
consideruig  the  state  of  the  country;  but 
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CouDts  Thann  and  Schiick  exerted  themseUes 
generously  in  this  emergency  in  support  of  their 
young  King»  notwithstanding  some  morti^cation 
at  seeing  the  Prince  of  Hohenloe  placed  high  in 
command*  Count  Mansfeld,  on  the  coatnu7» 
who  was  already  actively  engaged  in  oppositioa 
to  Austria,  would  not  submit  to  that  indignity, 
and  he  remained  with  his  forces  ioactife  at 
Pilsen»  even  while  the  fate  of  Bohemia  was 
bring  decided  onder  the  walls  of  Plague, 

Messengers,  in  the  mean  time,  were  sent  off 
with  all  speed  to  Transylvania  urging  Bethlera 
Gabor  to  advance  to  the  support  of  his  ally ;  and 
aMurances  were  received  that  he  would  hasten  with 
alargeforeetotheaidofFiederic»  Thatmonaieb, 
however,  remained  long  in  ignorance  of  the  rapid 
advance  of  the  Austrian  and  Bavarian  troops ;  till 
at  the  end  of  October^  the  despatches  of  the  old 
Prince  of  Anhalt  roused  Frederic  to  a  sense  of 
his  really  perilous  porition.  He  heard  now, 
that  no  towns  resisted,  however  strong  were 
their  fortifications ;  that  the  severities  exercised 
in  all  places  taken  by  assault  had  spread  con- 
sternation every  where,  and  that  instant  sub- 
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mknoa  foUowed  the  appeannoe  of  the  BaTarmn 

banners  under  the  walk  of  the  Bohemian  cities* 
Pileen,  indeed,  pmoissd  to  reeist?  and  the 
works,  fitreagthened  by  Maosfeld,  were  likely  to 
aet  the  enemy  at  defiance.  Christian  of  Anhalt 
with  his  sssall  force  manoDavred  in  retreat^ 
before  the  Fictorioos  armies ;  and,  by  the  most 
akilfol  mofeMBts  secaied  his  own  fofee,  and 
kept  the  enemy  in  some  degree  at  bay^  afiTord- 
in^  time  to  the  court  of  Prague  for  preparation. 
One  small  body  ot  Hungarians,  too,  were  ap- 
proaching rapidly  towards  the  capital ;  and 
some  appeaiaoce  of  union  and  leal,  ibongh  it 
was  but  a  hollow  sembiance,  showed  itself 
amongst  the  citinens  of  Pragoe* 

It  was  oiider  these  circumstanees,  that  Fre- 
defky  on  the  Snd  of  Novemberi  left  his  eapital 
to  see,  with  his  own  eyes,  the  staite  of  his 
army  under  the  Prince  of  Anhalt;  and,  no 
sooner  had  he  arrived,  than  the  General  took  ad* 
vantage  of  a  temporary  enthusiasm,  created  by 
the  Prince's  pfeesnce,  to  defend  the  poet  of  Ra- 
kmutaagaiast  the  Austrian  fofcesunderBucquoy. 
The  appearance  of  the  »oveieign  on  the  field, 
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and  the  dauntless  conrage  be  displayed  iu  the 
moment  of  danger,  inspired  his  £me6  with 
fresh  ardour,  and  raised  him  high  in  the  opi- 
nions of  tlie  soldiery.   Several  times  it  became 

• 

necessary  to  beseech  him  not  to  expose  bis 
person  so  lashly ;  but  Frederic  remmned  in  the 
hottest  fire*  notwithstanding  all  remonstrance, 
and  uadoubtedly  greatly  contributed  to  give 
the  Imperialists  that  check  which  they  received 
at  Rakonitz.  Christian  of  Anhalt  was  well 
aware  that  no  results  of  importe^lce  conld 
ensue  from  this  skirmish.  But  Frederic  vainly 
flattered  himself  that  it  might  afford  a  iavour- 
aUe  opportunity  for  specific  negotiatioDs ;  and, 
having  sent  envoys  to  treat  with  the  Duke  of 
Bavaria,  he  returned  to  his  capital,  trusting 
that  time,  at  all  events,  would  be  gained,  and 
that,  with  an  offer  of  peace  before  him,  and 
Pilsen,  with  Manfeld's  strong  army,  on  the 
left,  Maximilian  at  all  events  would  halt  to 
consider  his  position,  if  not  abscdutely  fall  back. 

The  Elector  treated  the  proposal  with  scorn. 
Anhalt  was  obliged  to  retreat  as  soon  as  the 
Bavarians  coukl  co-operate  with  the  Aos- 
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trians ;  and  the  oniy  advantage  obtained  by  the 
cuuibat  of  Rakonaz  was  the  gain  of  a  march 
or  two  upon  the  »aUied  foiee;  ao  that  the 
Bohemian  army  arrived  under  the  wails  of 
Prague,  and  took  up  its  position  on  the  Weis- 
aenberg  in  time  to  have  strengthened  itself  by 
entrenchmeuU,  if  the  discipline  of  the  soldiery 
had  been  equal  to  the  skill  and  devotion  of 
their  commander. 

A  tnrbnlent  mnltitude  were  already  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Weissenberg,  when  Christian  of  An- 
hall  appeared  there  likewise.  Piovisious  were 
procured  with  difficulty.  No  suboidination 
couid  be  maintamed.  The  citizens  were  mur- 
mnring  at  the  anmly  mannem  of  the  soldiety. 

Nobody  in  the  town  seemed  aware  that  the 

enemy  was  so  near  the  gates;  and  in  vain  Chris* 
tian  of  Anhalt  endeavoured  to  rouse  dther  the 
monarch's  courts  the  magistrates  of  the  town,  or 
the  officers  of  the  army,  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
true  danger,  and  the  ifecessity  of  providing 
every  means  of  resistance.  Such  was  still  the 
case  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  November; 
and  here  I  wilt  conclude  this  brief  sketch  of  the 
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poiiticai  eveais  which  have  necessarily  mier- 
I  u  pled  the  general  course  of  my  narrative. 

It  may  be  asked,  wbat  had  become  of  Aigei^ 
non  Grey  and  Agnes  Herbert  daring  all  this 
lime?  That  question  can  be  ansMnd  in  very 
few  words.  Algernon  had  accompanied  the 
court  to  Prague — ^had  witnessed  all  the  pagean- 
try of  the  yonag  monaich'a  triumphal  ealranoe 
into  his  capital — had  taken  part  in  the  early 
festiTilies  of  the  time  and  had  been  thrown  by 
a  thousand  circumstances  into  the  society  of 
her  he  loved.  Nor  had  it  been  possible  for  him 
to  conceal  from  Agnes  the  passion  which  she 
had  inspired.    He  had  said  nothing, — no,  not  a 

woidy— he  had  done  nothing,  as  fiir  as  he  hin^ 

self  could  judge,  to  show  her  that  be  loved 

her :  and  yet  she  did  not  donbt  it.  It  was  no 
longer  a  question  wilh  her,— she  saw  it,  she 
felt  it;  and  when  at  last  she  was  obliged  to 
confess  to  herself  that  she  loved  in  retnm,  a 
strange  and  agitating-  strife  took  place  in  her 
bosom  for  soma  time.  But  Agnes  judged  and 
acted  differently  from  most  women;  and  one 
bright  antnmn  oTening  she  sat  down  to  oon- 
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sider  the  chaiacter  and  conduct  of  Alwernon 
Qtey,  and  to  draw  deduciiona  from  that  which 
she  kueW}  regarding  that  of  which  she  wag 
doubtful.  I  will  only  tell  the  mult.  He 
loves  me/*  she  said^  and  be  knows  that  I  love 
him.  But  there  is  some  obstacle,  iiouie  difli- 
cnlty — perhaps  insurinountable.  He  is  too 
honourable  to  trifle  with  my  heart ;  he  has  not 
sought  to  mislead  me.  I  cannot  say  that  he 
has  even  sought  to  win  aiiection^  as  some  men 
do,  to  neglect  it  afterwards.  Oh,  no !  —  he  has 
acted  honestly ;  he  has  struggled  with  himself. 
I  can  see  it  all  now  ;  but  I  will  trust  ia  his 
hononr,  and  while  I  veil  my  own  feelings  as  much 
as  may  be,  will  bcUeve  tivat  whatever  he  does  is 
just  and  noble.  I  can  live  on  in  solitude^  if  I 
may  love  and  honour  him  stilL" 

Ere  many  weeks  were  past,  Algernon  Gtey 
took  leave  of  Agnes  Herbert,  to  accompany 
the  younger  Prince  Christian  into  Moravia,  and 
neversethisfootinPrague  again  tiU,afterwimiing 
high  renown  in  every  skirmish  and  combat  that 
took  place,  be  accompanied  Christian  oi  Aiiliak 
from  RakionitK  in  his  retreat  to  the  Weissenberg. 
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CHAPTEH  XIL 

It  was  a  dark  and  stormy  night,  that  of  the 
19th  of  November,  1G20,  the  eve  of  the  twenty- 
third  Sanday  after  Trinity;  and  clouds  weie 
roiling  heavily  over  the  sky,  carried  on  by  a 
keen  and  piercing  wind  which  bowled  and 
whistled  round  the  old  battlements  of  Prague, 
and  shook  tlie  lozenges  in  the  loag  case  cats. 
Not  a  star  was  to  be  seen ;  the  moon  afforded 
not  even  that  pale  and  uncertain  light  which 
sbe  somelimes  spreads  over  the  general  face  of 
heaven,  though  her  orb  itself  be  bid  beneath 
the  vapoury  canopy;  and  the  only  thing  which 
cheqneied  the  darkness  of  the  scene,  was  a 
light  here  and  there  in  the  windows  of  the 
straggling  and  irregular  city— or  a  lantern, 


moTOig  up  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  town^ 
caught  through  a  break  in  the  nanow  and  tor* 

tuous  streets. 

Such  waa  the  aspect  fm  the  aide  of  Prague; 

but,  upon  the  Weisseoberg,  a  differeot  ficeue 
was  displayed*  There,  crowning  the  somniit^ 
was  the  camp  of  tbe  Bohemian  army ;  and,  be> 
tween  the  tents  and  waggons^  glowed  many  a 
watch-fire,  to  warm  such  of  the  soldiery  as  had 
no  shelter  provided  for  them,  while  lanterns^ 
hung  up  before  particular  paYilions,  at  some 
distance  from  each  other,  marked  the  quarters 
of  the  leaders  of  that  inharmonious  and  dis* 
jointed  force.  Thus  the  whole  crest  of  the  bill 
was  in  a  blaze  oi  light ;  and  a  long  line  of  hres 
rao  down  ffom  the  summit  to  the  wide  and 
beautiiul  promenade  of  the  Star,  markmg  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  wild  Transylvanian 
horsemen.  On  the  opposite  side,  towards 
Pilseu,  a  dark,  black  void  extended;  Christian 
of  Anhalt  having  strictly  prohibited  any  of  the 
parties  to  pitch  their  tents  beyond  the  brow  on 
that  side.  This  order,  at  least,  had  been  obeyed, 
though  not  so  with  any  other  he  had  given; 
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and,  indeed,  the  whole  efteniooD  had  peaeed  in 

wiaogliog  ioftttbordmaUoo,  which  requiied  the 
utiiiost  exercise  of  his  authority  to  reprees  it, 
and  restoie  cider  eie  nigbtfidl*  About  six  in 
the  evenings  indeed^  an  event  bad  happened 
which  in  some  degree  seconded  hie  ezeiticn* 
The  troopB  bad  previously  been  leil  nearly  with- 
out food,  and  totally  without  wine;  but  the 
aticng  TCinonatrances  of  the  General  to  the 
court  of  Prague,  and  the  liberal  use  of  his 
own  purse  amongst  the  euttlefa  of  the  town, 
had  at  length  procured  a  supply  ot  meat 
and  bread,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  wine. 
The  distribution  was  immediately  made,  and, 
while  the  soldiery  were  engaged  in  eating  and 
drinking^  measures  were  taken  by  their  oCoers 
far  restoring  discipline ;  so  that,  by  nine  of  the 
clock,  a  greater  degree  of  order  was  to  be  seen 
in  the  camp,  and  this  night  promised  to  pass 
over  quietly. 

It  was  aboat  that  hour  whan  Algernon  Grey 
gazed  Ibrth  from  his  tent  for  a  moment  over 
the  impressive  scene  always  afforded  by  the 
night  encampment  of  an  army*  As  he  looked 
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onit  bis  eye  rau  over  the  several  groups — ^rested 
upon  the  watch-fires — sped  on,  again,  towards 
the  HoDgiriaii  qwteis,  and  then  tamed  to  the 
tents  behind,  and  marked  the  different  lines 
with  a  watehful  and  grave  expression.  From 
time  to  tune  he  turned  his  head,  and  spoke  a 
few  words  to  some  one  within  the  tent,  in 
broken  and  diqoioted  sentences  —  somewhat 
after  the  following  form  :— 

^  There  most  be  twenty  thousand,  I  thinlL ; 
that  is  to  say  without  counting  the  Uunganaos. 
How  many  do  they  count  ?*' 

Twelve  thousand,"  said  a  deep  voice  firom 
within. 

Not  so  many,  I  should  imagine,*'  continued 

Algernou  Grey.  "  Let  me  see — reckon  tea 
men  to  afirs^there  cannot  be  more  than  eight 
thousand,  at  the  most.  With  such  an  army, 
one  could  do  mnch,  if  there  were  but  some 
bond  between  them,  and  we  had  something 
like  discipliue;  aud  yet,  and  yet,  1  very  much 

doobi  the  resnlt" 

«  Where  's  your  cousin?  where '3  Lovet?" 
asked  the  voice  again. 


282 


UIDBLBBBO 


He  is  gone  into  the  towo^"  answered  Alger- 
non Grey,  tttming  back  into  the  tent,  and 
•eating  himself  at  a  small  nide  table,  by  the 
side  of  the  young  Prince  of  AnbalU  '*To 
tell  the  troth/'  he  contiaQed,  I  am  not 
sorry  to  be  free  from  bis  presence:  Lovet's 
spirit  is  too  light  to  accord  with  mme  in  sach 
moments  as  these*  I  most  and  do  feel  these 
things  deeply,  ChrisUan.  I  cannot  foiget  the 
scene  that  we  witnessed  here  jast  twehe 
moQtbs  ago,  aor  avoid  comparing  them  with 
that  which  Prague  presents  e?eii  now  ;  men- 
aced by  a  superior  army,  with  no  proper  pre- 
parations for  defence,  with  your  father's  vast 
military  skill  fruitless  to  remedy  faults  of 
others,  and  the  daring  courage  of  yourself,  and 
many  like  you,  all  cast  away  in  the  service  of 
a  prince  unequal  to  the  task  he  has  assumed, 
and,  I  must  add,  little  wortiiy  of  the  crown  which 
has  been  bestowed  upon  him/' 

^  There  has  been  a  sad  change,  indeed,"  said 
the  young  Prince  of  Anhalt,  in  a  gloomy  tone; 

and  Frederic,  I  must  own,  has  not  shown 
hiuifielf  fit   for   the  crowu  he  wears;  but 
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still  he  has  not  many  serioot  fiiulta;  and  there  ia 

oae  person,  at  least,  worthy  of  every  chivalrous 
exertion  which  noble-hearted  men  can  make.  I 
apeak  of  yoar  own  fair  Princess:  iaultless  as 
beautiful,  and  brave  as  good.  Would  to  Gkid 
that  she  were  our  king !  bnt  yet  we  must  all 
confess  that  Frederic  has  had  a  difficult  game 
to  play/* 

True,"  answered  Algernon  Grey;  and  be 
has  placed  it  badly.  There  never  was,  per- 
haps, a  more  united  nation  than  these  Bohe- 
mians when  they  raised  the  Elector  Palatine  to 
their  throne.  I  mean,  united  heart  and  hand 
in  that  great  act«  Frederic  owed  his  elevation 
not  to  a  party  in  the  State :  the  whole  country 
was  his  party.  You  recollect  the  enthusiasm 
that  awaited  him  wherever  he  appeared ;  m 
the  castle  of  the  nobtei  in  the  streets  of  the 
city,  amongst  the  cottages  of  the  village. 
There  was  not  a  man  to  be  found  unwilling 
and  nnpiepared  to  draw  the  sword  in  his  cause. 
But  DOW;  in  one  short  year,  how  changed  has 
everything  become:  the  bond  of  union  is 
broken ;  the  united  people  is  scattered  mto  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


284 


thousand  pai  Ues;  and  to  what  are  we  to  attribute 
dlis  ?   Id  a  great  degree  to  his  own  weaknessy  I 
fear,  and  bia  own  mistakes.  It  is  a  curious  tbiug 
to  consider  bow  the  destraction  of  great  parties 
is  efiacted,  and  I  fanej  that  it  is  a  question  on 
which  Frederic  never  meditated,  thonc^h  it  was 
that  on  which  dqiended  the  stability  of  his 
power.   The  man  who  yields  to  the  mere  pre* 
jndiees  of  the  body  which  raises  him  to  high 
station,  will  not  maintain  it  long,  it  is  true; 
but  the  man  who  resists  the  legitimate  claiius 
of  that  body  is  sure  to  fall  very  soon,  for  the 
disappointment  of  reasonable  hopes  is  the  seed 
of  animoeityy  producing  a  bitter  harvest.    If  it 
be  dangerous  to  disappoint  fnends  in  their  just 
demands,  it  is  ten  times  more  dangerous  to 
encoQiage  enemies,  by  endeavouring  to  con- 
ciliate them  by  any  sacrifice  of  principle.  Now 
Frederic  has  more  or  less  incurred  all  these 
perils :  in  many  respects  he  has  yielded  to  the 
prejudices  of  the  Bohemian  people;  and  yet  he 
has  disappointed  the  reasonable  hopes  of  many. 
He  has  given  encouragement  to  enemies,  by  weak 
effortstopacifyandcoociliatetheBi;  and,in  short. 
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be  has  forgottea  the  maxim  or  tlie  motto  of  an 
old  leader  in  this  very  land^  'A  friend  to  my 
friends,  an  enemy  to  my  enemies,  a  loYer  of 
peace,  but  no  fearer  of  wan' 

^'Ay,  there  haa  been  bis  mistake,  indeed," 
I  tphed  his  coiupanion.      His  should  have  been 
the  a^easive  policy,  aa  soon  as  a  single  sword 
was  drawn  against  him;  it  was  no  time  for  tempo- 
rizing when  he  had  taken  a  crown  firom  an  ei»> 
peror's  bead,  and  an  emperor  armed  to  recover  it. 
Leading  the  whole  BoheQiiaa  people,  who  would 
then  have  followed  him  like  a  pack  of  wolves, 
he  should  have  marched  straight  to  the  gates  of 
Vienna,  and  dictated  the  terms  of  peace  in  the 
balls  of  the  Imperial  Palace  to  bim  who  has 
grown  strong  by  impunity,  and  whose  only 
rights  Sfe  in  tyraany.  Then,  when  Ferdinand 
of  Gratz  was  quelled,  should  have  come  the  turn 
of  Maunilian  of  Bavaria ;  and,  ere  the  tieatf 
of  Ulm  bad  time  to  get  dry,  the  Catbcdic  League 
might  have  been  annihilated.   The  greatest 
mistake  thai  men  make,  is  when  they  do  not 
disa>ver  whether  it  be  the  time  for  energy  or 
lepose.   B«t  yet,  I  see  not  bow  it  is  that  he  has 


Digitized  by  Google 


286 


HBIBBLBSftO* 


disappointed  the  reasonable  hopes  and  claims 
of  the  Bohemian  people." 

AigeraoQ  Grey  smiled  as  the  youog  Pnnce 
raised  his  eyes  for  a  reply. 

«  We  are  friends,  Christian,''  he  said  ;  "  now, 
old  and  tried  trieuds,  or  I  would  not  venture  to 

say  to  you  what  I  am  about  to  utter.  The  Bo- 

hemiaDs  bad  a  right  to  expect  that  the  highest 
posts  in  the  Slate  and  army  should  be  bestowed 
upon  themselves  instead  of  upon  foreigners , 
but  the  reverse  has  been  the  case  here.  In  the 
army  what  do  you  see  ?** 

Why^  in  Heaven  s  name exciaioied 
Christian  of  Anhalt,  I  see  that  there  is  not  one 
man  amongst  them  so  well  qualified  to  lead  a 
host  as  my  father." 

^*  Undoubtedly  not, "  answeied  AlgenMu 
Grey ;  but  still  the  Bohemians  have  a  right 
to  complain  that  one  of  their  own  nobles  was 
not  selected  for  the  task.  Thurm  and  Schlick 
are  both  dd  and  tried  soldien^  with  a  high 
renown  amongst  their  countrymen,  and  although 
as  inferior  to  your  father  in  every  quality  of  a 

general  as  the  meanest  soldier  is  to  them,  ytU 
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depend  upoa  it,  thay  themselyes,  and  the  whole 
Bohemian  people  have  felt  it  a  slight,  not  alone 
to  the  two  counts,  but  to  the  whole  of  Bohemia/' 
Very  true/'  aaid  a  voice  at  the  enlrance  of 
the  tent;  ''quite  just  and  right,  my  young 
friend/'  and  an  elderly  man,  of  strong  and 
powerful  frame,  with  a  grey  peaked  beard,  and 
a  broad-brimmed  hat  upon  his  head,  entered 
and  grasped  Algernon  Orey  familiarly  by  the 
shoulder.  The  placing  me  over  these  men 
faaa  been  one  of  the  King's  greatest  faults. 
Heaven  knows^  I  did  not  seek  it ;  had  he  given 
me  but  a  corps  of  leu  thousand  men  raised  in 
the  Palatinate,  I  could  have  done  him  better 
service,  than  leading  the  whole  rabble  of  Bohe- 
mia. But  I  have  come  to  seek  you  upon  other 
matters — faults  that  can  be  mended,  which  this 
cannot/* 

I  hope  none  on  my  part,  my  noble  Prince?* 
"  No,  no,*'  said  the  old  soldier ;  you  do  your 
duty  well,  and  I  shall  beg  you  this  night  to 
let  me  have  ten  of  your  stout  fellows  to  throw 
out  a  little  way  upon  the  high  road.  There  is 
no  knowing  how  soon  the  Bavarian  may  be 
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upon  118 ;  he  will  let  no  grass  grow  beneath  his 

horse's  hoofS|  for  ije  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that 
if  he  do  not  fight  a  battle  very  soon,  and  win  a 
victory,  his  men  must  starve.  Could  we  but 
have  stopped  him  at  Pilsen,  the  game  would 
have  been  in  our  hands ;  but  it  could  not  be 
done  without  Mansfeld,  and  Mansfeld  was 
jealous  and  would  not  act.  But  three  days,  but 
three  days — ^it  is  all  1  could  desire."  And  the 
old  general  leaned  his  head  upon  his  hand,  and 
fell  into  deep  thought. 

''He  cannot  be  here  till  Monday,"  said 
Algernon  Orey ;  ^  we  gained  two  mafches  on 
him." 

To-morrow's  sun  will  not  set/'  answered 

the  Prince,  ^'without  seeing  him  under  this 
hill;  and  if  I  could  but  get  the  men  to  work^  we 
might  yet  set  him  at  defiance,  and  let  his  host 
famish  at  our  feet  till  they  vanished  away  like 
the  sfning  snow.  But  these  people  will  do 
nothing ;  all  this  afternoon  has  been  wasted,  so 
will  to-morrow ;  not  a  redoubt  will  be  ready, 
nor  a  line.  Howeter,  we  must  not  blame  them 
so  much  I  they  are  disheartened ;  they  hear  of 
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nothing  but  disaster;  tliey  have  little  food 
themselves,  aad  waot  llieir  Prince's  pieseace 
amongst  them.  Here  he  is  scarcely  ever  with 
the  army ;  his  time  is  pasi>ed  in  revelry,  devo- 
tion^  pleasure^  and  preaching,  torn  by  tarn :  now 
listening  to  the  ravings  of  Scuitetus»  or  looking 
into  the  e^es  of  Auiilia  of  Solms,  or  tripping  it 
in  the  dance,  or  listening  to  the  drivelling  of  a 
jester.  We  must  have  him  amongst  us,  my 
young  friend,  this  very  night,  if  it  be  possible ; 
if  not,  very  early  to-morrow.  I  say  not  we 
shall  lose  the  hattle — God  forbid ! — but  I  say 
the  only  way  to  make  them  even  stand  to  their 
colours  is  to  give  them  their  Prince's  presence. 
Things  look  dark  enough,  and  we  must  lose  no 
chance.  Frederic  is  lighting  for  a  crown,  and 
he  must  not  mind  the  labours  of  a  bloody  day.*^ 
^  He  does  not  want  courage,  assuiediy,"  re* 
plied  Algernon  Grey ;  and  I  doubt  not  he  will 
be  here  in  the  hour  of  danger.'' 

Nor  I,"  answered  the  old  Prince ;  but  for 
any  moral  eBect  he  must  be  here  before.  Ha 
must  show  the  men  that  be  will  live  or  die  with 
them:  then  there  is  no  fear;  for,if  he  oncedisplays 
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energy,  the  diBaffected  in  yon  town  will  fear  to 
show  their  heads;  and  bhouid  we  be  driven  from 
our  position  on  this  bill,  the  guns  from  Prague 
will  still  protect  us,  or  the  walls  of  Prague  shel- 
ter us. — But,  noW;  to  what  brings  me  biliier.  I 
luiYe  thought  to-night  that  we  must  move  the 
Queen  to  send  her  husband  bilher,  and  I  have 
considered  how  this  can  best  be  done;  with 
the  King  I  hate  tried  all  means.    The  task 

must  fall  upoa  jou,  my  ^uung  frieud  ;  you 

are  her  countryman,  of  high  rank  and  atatioii 

in  your  own  land,  have  distinguished  your- 
self in  her  husband's  service,  and  Ibr  twelve 
months  have  exposed  your  person  and  employed 
your  means  in  upholding  his  throne,  without 
any  reward  but  hononr.  You  most  go  to  her^ 
must  see  her — ^must  urge  upon  her  the  neces^ 
sity  of  the  ease*  He  is  now  revdliog,  and  will 
be  60  employed  tiii  twelve ;  get  on  your  horse 
then  at  once,  and  see  what  can  be  done/' 

Bat,  indeed.  General/'  said  Algernon  Grey, 
I  must  have  aomu  authority  for  this;  otherwise, 
in  the  first  place,  I  may  not  obtain  admission  to 
the  Queen,  and  it  I  do,  she  may  look  upon  my 
interference  as  gross  impertinence.'' 
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^Authority said  the  blufi  old  Prince,  here 
it  18.  I  knew  what  you  would  say,  and  there- 
fore wrote  these  few  words,  namely,  ^  Your  Ma- 
jesty will  credit  all  that  is  said  to  you  by  Alger^ 
noQ  Grey,  on  the  part  o(  your  devoted  eenrant. 
Christian  of  Anhait/  The  rest  I  must  leave  to 
your  eloquence ;  and  now,  if  you  would  save 
the  army,  away  with  all  speed  aod  use  your 
best  endeavours." 

Algernon  Grey  cast  down  bis  eyes  and  medi- 
tatcd  for  several  moments.  It  is  a  delicate 
task,"  he  said  at  length,  "  a  very  delicate  task. 
General ;  first,  to  speak  to  a  wife  ou  the  conduct 
of  her  husband ;  next,  to  speak  to  a  subject  on 
the  conduct  of  her  King;  for,  though  she  is 
Queen,  still  bhe  is  his  subject  j  aad  more  than 
all,  to  talk  to  one  so  placed  as  she  is,  of  the 
faults  of  him  whom  she  is  bound  to  honour, 
and  doea  love.*--My  noble  Prince,  I  would  fain 
not  undertake  it.  If  there  be  any  one  m  all  your 
camp  whom  you  can  trust  with  this  same  tad 
and  perilous  errand,  I  do  beseech  you  put  it  not 
upon  me." 

The  old  Prince  of  Anhalt  took  him  by  both 
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hands  and  grasped  tiiein  hard  :  "  Your  very 
sense  of  the  difficulty  md  importaDce  of  the 
bitter  task/'  he  said,  is  proof  enougii  that 
there  is  no  one  so  fitted  for  it  as  yourselt  I 
do  beseech  you»  my  friend,  undertake  it.  If 
you  would  save  this  realm ;  if  you  would  pre- 
serve the  ciown  for  the  Elector  Frederic;  if  you 
would  rescue  from  ruia  that  sv\eel  lady  whoui  we 
all  love  and  serve ;  if  yon  would  avert  evils  in- 
numerable, massacre,  torture,  persecution,  the 
overthrow  of  the  pure  fiuth  in  this  kingdom,  go 
about  the  task  at  once;  make  one  last  effort  for 
our  only  hope  of  victory ,  mid  theu,  kt  the  re- 
sult be  what  it  may,  lay  down  your  head  in 
peace,  knowing  that  you,  at  least,  have  done 
your  best*' 

Algernon  Grey  wrung  his  hand  hard«  "  1  will 
go,  noble  old  man,*'  he  said,  I  will  go;  though 
it  cost  me  one  of  the  bitterest  pangs  that  my 
heart  has  ever  felt^  though  it  may  be  the  cause 
of  much  after-sorrow,  I  will  go.  It  shall  not  be 
said  that  anything  was  wanting  on  my  side,  to 
support  the  part  I  have  espoused/' 

Tbanksy  thanks  1 "  cried  the  old  Prince  of 
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Anbait.  Ho»  without  there!  Bring  ap  Mas- 
ter Algernon  Grey's  horse,  quick  I  '*  "  My 
lord/*  he  continued,  ''God  knows,  whether  any 
of  us  here  will  see  the  end  of  to-morrow.  Ere 
you  return  I  shall  have  lain  down  to  take  one 
sort  of  sleep,  which,  before  the  next  day's  sunset, 
may  be  changed  for  another  kind.  If  we  never 
meet  again,  remember  I  die  grateful  to  you  for 
this  act  and  many  others.  A  better  soldier 
never  lived  than  you  have  shown  yourself  under 
me ;  and  old  Christian  of  Anbait,  having  seen 
some  fields  in  his  days,  may  be  as  good  a  judge 
of  such  things  as  many  men.  But,  above  all,  I 
thank  you  for  that  which  you  are  now  going  to 
do.  I  know  how  bitter  it  is,  and  that  you 
would  rather  meet  a  hundred  enemies  with 
lance  in  hand  than  this  fair  lady,  on  such  an 
errand  as  that  which  you  go  upon.  But  it  is 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause — for  its  sal- 
vation, I  might  say ;  and  I  know  that  is  enough 
for  you.  Do  not  bring  me  any  message  back, 
should  be  sorry  to  be  refused  with  court,  vords 
and  if  he  comes,  that  will  be  sufficient  answ-^'  " 
^  What  is  the  pass-word  at  the  gates,  my 


lord?"  asked  Algeraon  Grey,  as  he  heaod  a 
bona  trolted  iip% 

'*  The  oiowa/'  aaawered  tbe  old  GeaecaL 
^*  Now,  nmrnj,  away !  What  do  you  h&tp  him 
ior,  boyr' 

"Tell  the  Queen,"  said  young  ChristiaQ  of 
Anhalty  who  had  caaght  his  fnead  by  tba  an% 

tliat  if  tboie  be  a  battle  to-morrow  I  will 
carry  her  glove  into  the  midsl  of  the  ewny's 
boat  and  bring  her  back  news  of  victory,  or  not 
return  at  all.** 

"^She  wUl  beiieva  you,  Chiiatian,"  lephod 
Algernou  Grey.  "  Farewell  for  the  present :  I 
shall  see  you  again ;  and,  turning  away,  ha 
quitted  the  tent  and  mounted  his  horse» 

^'  I  and  Frill  will  ran  bssida  yon,  noble  m/* 
said  the  young  gentleman's  servant,  Tony,  as 
he  held  the  stirrup  ;  1  would  not  have  aay 
more  horm  oat,  for  the  poor  beeafts  ate  tiredt 
and  1  have  a  shrewd  notion  that  they  may  be 
wanted  to-monrow.  Whtlher  do  yon  speed, 
sir?" 

'*  To  the  town  and  to  the  palace,"  answered 
his  master,  biisfly ;  and,  ikKng  on  with  thestout 
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on  tlie  other,  be  reached  tbe  gates  of  Prague  in 

dbont  a  quarter  of  an  boar. 

Dull  aud  gloomy  was  the  scene  under  tbe 

aicbway»  wbere^  witb  nought  but  a  wicket  opei^ 
eome  half-dozen  tmu^  armed  witb  coraleUf  sabuly 
and  partisan,  kepi  guard  by  a  large  fire,  whicb 
ibrew  a  lurid  glace  over  tbe  heavy  masses  of 
stonework.  The  towers  of  the  gate  rose  high 
oa either  aide;  the  dark  areb  frowned  above; 
and  through  tbe  aperture  beyond  appeared 
nought  but  a  faint  glimpse  of  a  small  irregular 
plaoe  d'armes,  and  a  long»  black'looking  street 
lead  lag  uilo  ilie  lowu. 

''Who  comes  here?'*  cried  a  soldier,  as 
Aigeinou  Grey  approached  ^  and  at  the  same 
time  a  partisaa  was  dropped  to  bis  borae^s 

•*A  friend,"  replied  the  young  gentleman — 
Tbe  crown!" 

"Welcome,  ineod  1  Pa^  the  crown,"  an- 
swered the  soldier ;  and  tbe  gates  were  instantly 
Umwn  open  to  give  him  admission. 

Taking  his  way  slowly  along  the  dim  street^ 
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Algernon  Grey  mounted  towards  the  palace, 
and  at  length  reached  the  open  apace  before  die 
vast  old  building  called  the  Uradschin*  when 
the  court  oi  Bohemia  was  iheu  lodged.  In 
many  of  the  windows  there  was  a  light ;  but 
from  one  long  line  of  casements  a  broad  glare 
poured  forth  upon  the  night ;  and  he  could  not 
but  feel  some  bitterness  of  spirit  as  he  thought 
that  there  Frederic  was  holding  a  senseless 
revel,  when  his  friends  and  his  soldiers  wen 
encamped  without,  waiting  iu  privation  and 
hardship  the  attack  of  a  superior  enemy. 

Giving  his  horse  to  the  servant  with  orders  to 
wait  then  till  be  ntumed»  and  his  sword  to  the 
page  with  directions  to  follow  him,  the  young 
cavalier  approached  the  gates  of  the  palace, 
entered  the  first  court,  and  mounted  the  steps 
on  the  left*  Some  guards  before  the  gates 
demanded  the  pass^word;  and  the  attendanls 
within  made  many  difficulties  when  they  heard 
that  he  sought  an  audience  of  the  Queen.  One 
of  them  said  at  length,  however,  shrugging  his 
shoulders  and  turning  away^  that  the  Qut:eu  was 

ill  in  bed,  Algernon  Gny,  without  losing  tern* 
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p€fr»  demanded  to  tee  any  of  her  ladiee.  The 

Phncest  Amelia  of  boims^"  he  said,  the 
Goanfege  of  Loewenstein,  or  any  of  them/' 

I  will  go  and  ■ee»''  answered  the  man,  who* 
H  seemed,  did  not  know  the  visitor;  and  the 
young  Englishman  was  detained  in  the  entrance- 
hall  fully  ten  ounutes  belore  he  received  any 
reply  to  his  application.  During  that  time  a 
number  of  richly  dressed  senrants  passed  and 
repassed^  carrying  large  silver  dishes,  gilt  flagons 
ef  wine,  and  plates  of  sweetmeats;  but  at  length 
the  attendant  to  whom  be  had  spoken  returned, 
and,  in  a  much  more  deferential  tone,  requested 
him  to  follow.  Leaving  the  page  below,  he 
accompanied  his  guide  up  one  of  the  many 
staircases  of  the  building,  through  a  long  cor- 
ndor,  down  two  or  three  steps,  along  another 
narrow  passage,  and  then  across  a  large  sort 
of  Testibule  supported  by  heavy  stone  pillars. 
At  the  farther  side  of  this  hall  the  servant  threw 
open  a  door,  desiring  Algernon  Grey  to  enter, 
and  saying,  One  of  the  ladies  wiii  come  to 
yon  in  a  moment,  sir."* 
Algernon  Grey  gaaed  aroond.   The  aspect 
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of  the  chamber  was  certaioiy  noi  fitted  to  raise 
miiy  Tery  dieerfbl  thoughts.  There  were  qphn 
did  drajpteriea  and  bangM^ga^  it  is  tru%  bul  of 
dull  and  cheerless  colours ,  and  the  rest  of  the 
fimiitiiie^  tboogh  richly  gill,  was  rude  ia  its 
forcasj  aod  aiUique  ia  Us  ia^oo.  One  solitary 
seoDce  was  lighted*  projectiDg  through  the 
arras  from  a  loag  Uoab  o£  glided  iroa  ;  and  as 
he  marked  the  faiat  light  striving  to  penetrate 
the  gloon,  and  the  fays  losing  tbesiasl?es  in 
the  deep  hues  of  the  drapery,  be  though^ 
«<  Thus  shine  the  hopes  of  Boheniim.'' 

The  moment  aftei^  be  beard  a  door  creak  on 
the  right-hand  side  of  the  room,  and,  turning 
lound,  sew  the  tapestry  quickly  poshed  beck* 
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Aqhss  1 "  exclaimed  Algernon  Grey»  advan* 

cing  to  meet  her^  wliom  he  had  not  seen  for 
so  many  months;  ''this  is,  indeed,  a  plea- 
sure." 

The  colour  varied  in  the  fair  girFs  cheeky 
spreading  wide  and  fading  away  again,  like  the 

light  of  a  bummer  sunset;  but^  without  reserve 

or  coldness,  she  came  focwaid  towards  hmif 

holding  out  her  hand  witli  a  glad  smile; — 
''How  long  it  is  since  we  met!'^  she  cried; 
9Uid  now  we  meet  at  a  strange  moment'^ 
''  A  strange  moment,  indeed,  and  a  terrible 
one,  I  fiear;  fi»  we  ate  on  the  eve  of  a  great 
battle,  Agnes,"  he  replied.  The  result  is  with 
God  alone;  but  yot,  as  iar  as  human  foresight 
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can  calculate  upou  things  always  most  uncer- 
tain, there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  event 

will  not  be  a  happy  one/* 

**  Indeed ! "  exclaimed  Agnes,  gazing  at  bim 
with  a  sad,  but  deeply  interested  look ;  it  is 
terrible  enough  to  thmk  ol  so  many  oT  our 
fellow-creatures  meeting  to  shed  their  blood, 
witboat  having  to  anticipate  the  disaster  of 
defeat  likewise.  But  they  told  me  there  were 
fi?e-and-thirty  thousand  men,  protected  by 
the  guns  of  Prague  —  a  powerful  artillery — 
a  great  and  skilful  general/' 

The  numbers  I  cannot  justly  estimate," 
replied  Algernon  Grey ;  the  guns  of  Prague 
ean  be  of  no  senrice^  Agoes,  except  as  pro* 
tection  in  case  of  defeat.  The  general,  it  is 
true,  is  most  skilful;  but  his  soldiers  are  in- 
subordinate; his  army  full  of  incoherent  parts ; 
his  officers  divided  in  counsel,  and  each  think- 
ing he  can  judge  better  than  his  commander;  the 
troops  themselves  depressed  in  spirits  by  want 
and  fatigue,  and  a  long,  harassing  retreat ;  the 
small  force  which  has  already  fought  the  enemy 
lumng  no  confidence  in^  and  no  bond  of  union 
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witb,  the  new  levies,  which  seem  to  me  hot 

lieterogeDeous  masses,  different  m  discipline 
and  in  character.  It  is  all  this  that  makes  me 
dread  the  reeulL  But  I  am  sent  to  the  Queen, 
dear  Agnes^  to  urge  her  strongly  upon  some 
points  of  great  interest  to  the  welfare  of  her 
husband  and  herself.  Good  oid  Prince  Christian 
of  Anhalt  chose  me  for  this  task,  as  her  country* 
man ;  and,  though  it  is  a  painful  one  to  per* 
form,  yet  it  must  be  done/' 

She  knows  there  is  some  one  here  from  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt,"  replied  Agnes  Herbert; 

but  she  is  ill,  and  in  bed.  She  sent  me  down 
to  say  that  she  could  see  no  one,  were  it  not  on 
busH^ess  ot  life  and  death  ;  and  I  came,  not 
knowing  who  it  was  I  should  find." 

''This  IS  business  of  hfe  and  death,  sweet 
friend/*  replied  Algernon  Grey;  '*and,  if  it 
be  possible,  1  must  see  her.  The  King,  I  fear, 
is  reTelling;  and,  bemdes,  the  appeal  must  now 
be  made  lo  the  Queen  hendf.'' 

He  has  a  great  banquet  to-night,''  replied 

Agnes  Herbert,  with  the  colour  somewhat 
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mounting  ia  her  cheek*  ^  I  do  not  think  he 
belie? es  the  peril  so  imminent." 

"  He  is  wrong,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ; 

for  he  has  had  warning  enough  ;^bat  speed 
back  to  the  Queeo^  dear  lady ;  tell  her  that  I 
come  on  matters  of  deep  moment;  show  her 
this  letter  from  the  Prince^  and,  if  possible, 
obtain  me  au  audience.  At  all  events,  return 
to  me  for  a  moment  jronrself,  Agnes,  for  there 
is  a  word  or  two  that  I  would  fain  speak  before 
an  event  occurs  which  may  change  the  whole 
tdjct  of  every  one's  destiny  in  the  army  and  ia 
the  court.'* 

''Oh,  yes!  I  will  retam,"  replied  Agnes 
Herbert,  with  a  quivering  lip  and  drooping 
eyelids ;  ''but  I  will  go  now  and  do  my  best  to 
gain  what  you  desire.'* 

He  took  her  band  and  kissed  it;  then  let 
her  go ;  and,  in  a  moment,  he  was  once  more 
alone.  She  was  not  long  absent,  however  ^  for 
in  two  or  three  mmntes  the  tapestry  again 
moved  back,  and  Agnes  re-appeared,  with  a 
glad  smile,  saying,  ''The  Queen  will  rise  and 
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■ee  yott.   As  soon  as  she  is  up,  she  will  send 

some  one  to  tell  us." 

^  Then  let  me  not  lote  the  present  moment/' 
said  Algernon  Grey,  *'ln  some  things,  my 
eondact  must  have  eeemed  strange  to  you^ 
AgneSy— I  am  sore  it  has/' 

Agnes  looked  down«  with  a  pale  cheeky  and 
made  no  reply. 

^ There  are  secrets  in  most  mens  history,' 
eootinoed  Algernon  Grey ;  ^  and  there  are 
some  sad  ones  in  mine,  sweet  friend.  Kvents 
have  taken  place  which  shackle  my  spirit  and 
hmxt  more  heavily  than  fetters  of  iron  could 
my  Umbs.  There  is  not  iiiue,  at  present,  to 
tdl  you  the  whole  tale ;  but,  if  I  live  beyond 
this  next  battle^  aii  shall  be  explained/' 

^  Indeed,  I  seek  no  explanation/'  said  Agnes 
Herbert,  lajrii^  her  hand  gently  on  his  arm; 
« I  have  seen  much  of  you ;  I  know'you,  I 
think,  AlgemoDy  to  the  heart  My  trust  in 
your  honour  and  your  honesty  is  unbounded ; 
and  nothing  shall  ever  make  me  believe  that 
yon  are  in  the  wrongs  though  you  may  he 
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viction, and  ask  no  more.**  * 

Navertheless/'  answered  Algernon  Gtejr* 
pressing  his  hps  agaiii  and  ^ain  upon  her 
hand,  I  live,  I  wiii  tell  yon  all,  whatever 
he  the  result.  Bat  there  is  one  thing  you  must 
promise  me,  dear  Agnes,  if  you  have  in  me  that 
confidence  you  say." 

I  have,  I  have/'  she  aaswered  eagerly; 
and  I  will  do  anything  that  is  right  to  prove  it 
to  you.  Only  say  what  it  is  you  would  have«" 
Her'  lover  held  her  by  the  hand,  and  gased 
into  her  eyes  with  a  look  of  deep  and  tender 
interest,  mourufully,  yet  not  without  happiness; 
for  there  ia  a  bright  consolation  in  mutual  trust, 
which  lights  up  the  darkest  hour  of  life  with 
a  gleam  like  the  sunshine  on  a  cloud.  ^  What 
I  would  have  you  to  do^  is  this»  dear  Agnes,'* 
he  said :  **  the  event  of  the  battle  is,  of  course, 
doubtful^  and  the  conseqnenoes  may  be  such 
as  I  dread  to  think  of.  The  army«  or  a  part  of 
it,  may  be  [driven  to  retreat  into  Pragnet  there 
to  be  besieged  by  a  superior  force.   What  will 
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follow  then  it  is  diflhsult  to  fbieMe.  The  towtt» 

at  all  eventS|  will  be  ia  a  state  of  lurUuleoG^ 
and  niierule.  It  nay  ha?6  Id  eapttalate;  it 
may  even  be  takea  by  assault;  but  you  must 
promise  that,  if  I  survive  the  batde»  which  I 
sonsebow  have  a  presentiment  will  be  the  case, 
you  will  trust  in  me  entirely,  as  if  I  were  a 
brother;  that  you  will  follow  my  connsei%  he 
ready  to  answer  to  my  caii  at  any  moment*  when 
I  judge  your  escape  praoticaUe.  I  ask  you  to 
trust  in  roe  fully,  totally,  and  entirely ;  and,  on 
my  vvord  of  honour  as  a  man,  a  geiukmau, 
and  a  Christian,  I  assure  you»  you  may  do  so 
without  any  doubt  or  hesitation,  whatever  be 
the  ctreumstaneae  into  which  your  compliance 
may  throw  us  towards  each  other,  in  the 
hour  of  peril  and  of  dilEculty,  Agnes — my 
duty  done  aa  a  aoldier— my  only  thonght  will 
be  of  you.*' 

^  I  will,  Algernon^  I  wilV*  answered  Agnes 
Herbert.  "  Under  such  aroumstancea  our  poor 
Princess  will  have  enough  to  think  of  and  to 
do,  wilhottt  caring  for  me;  and  I  will  not  only 
trust  to  you,  but  will  show  you  how  I  trust,  by 
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ieeking  your  counsel^  ycmr  aid,  or  your  pro* 

lection,  whenever  I  find  it  needfuL — But  yel 
do  not  suppose  that  1  shall  give  way  weakly  to 
fear*  What  you  say  certaioly  alarms  me*  I 
know  that  SQch  views  of  immineDt  peril  are 
not  entertained  here ;  and  this  is  the  first  time 
that  I  have  heard  it  clearly  staled  that  danger 
is  at  the  doors*  It  takes  me»  therefore,  by 
surprise;  but  yet  it  does  not  terrify  me  ai» 
mnch  as  might  be  expected.  I  have  a  confi* 
denoe  that  cannot  be  shaken;  a  rock  of  trust, 
whose  iouiidations  are  sure ;  and,  although  I 
apeak  not  about  such  tilings  as  much  as  many 
in  this  court,  yet  my  reUance  on  the  mercy  and 
goodness  of  God  keeps  me  calm  even  now,  and 
will,  I  trust,  do  so  should  the  evils  fall  on  me 
that  we  anticipate.  I  am  not  so  light  and 
thoughtless  as  people  have  believed — ^perhaps, 
as  I  have  believed  myself;  for  1  feel  my  cuurage 
rise  against  what  some  time  ago  I  should  bave 
thought  would  overwhelm  me.  I  can  endnre^ 
if  I  cannot  resist ;  and  I  feel  foil  confidence 
that  help  will  come  when  it  is  needed ;  that 
resolution  will  not  fail ;  and  that,  if  I  have  to 
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*     depend  upon  you  for  support  and  guidance,  no 
;      vaiij  tenors,  on  my  j  iut,  will  shackle  your 
energies,  no  weak  hesitation  or  delay  impede 
your  actions,  or  frustrate  your  views." 

''Noble — noble  girl/'  cried  Algernon  Orey, 
pressing  her  hand  in  his ;  "  methinks,  with  you 
by  my  side,  I  could  dare  and  defy  a  vvoild." 

As  be  spoke,  the  same  door  by  which  Agnes 
had  entered  opened  again,  and  a  woman  ap- 
peared, in  the  dress  of  a  superior  servant.  She 
addressed  herself  to  Agnes  at  once,  saying, 
''Her  Majesty  iseat  me,  Madam,  to  tell  you 
that  she  is  ready  now  to  receive  the  gentleman 
you  mentioned/' 

"  Come,  then,"  said  Agnes,  turning  to  Algei^ 
non  Grey,  I  will  show  you  the  way  i*'  and, 
leading  him  through  the  same  door,  she  passed 
a  iittle  ante-chamber,  and  then  mounted  a  flight 
often  narrow  steps,  which  conducted  to  a  small 
room  with  a  door  half  open,  entering  into  a 
larger  one.  All  was  perfectly  still,  but  a 
bright  light  came  from  the  inner  chamber ;  and, 
making  Algernon  Grey  a  sign  to  stay  there  for 
a  moment,  Agnes  advanced  and  went  in.  The 
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next  instant  she  appeared  at  Ike  door  ngtim 
beckouing  him  to  come  foiward^  and  three 
steps  brought  him  into  a  large  loom^  eootainieg 
a  bed  beueatii  a  canopy  of  crimson  and  gok)^ 
with  Tarioas  other  articles  of  rieh  farailnfey  on 
which  the  arms  of  Bohemia  were  iiequently 
emblazoned.  A  large  fire  was  bamtng  on  the 
wide  hearth,  and  a  single  lamp  on  a  table  shed 
a  iaiol  light  through  the  chamberi  showing  a 
large  velYet  ebair  before  the  chimney,  with 
form  of  EUsabelh  of  Bohemia  seated  therein, 
wrapped  in  a  loose  drsssing^gown  of  satin 
trunmed  with  fur. 

Algernon  Grey  advanced  to  the  side  of  the 
young  Qaeen,  behind  whose  seat  two  German 
women  were  standing;  and,  bowiDg  the  head 
reYersotly,  he  took  the  hand  she  exisnded  to* 
wards  him,  and  bent  his  head  over  it. 

A  few  moments  passed  in  the  ^renonioQS 
courtssiee  of  the  day,  Elisabeth  asking  news  of 
his  health,  and  how  he  had  fared  ia  the  camp, 
and  the  yoong  Englishman  anaweriag  with 
many  professions  of  devotion  to  her  canse  and 
person.  But  then  began  the  mote  diffiovlly  tat 
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noie  important  portion  of  their  conversation, 

the  Queeti  breaking  o&'  at  length  bumevviiat 
abruptly y  as  if  impatient  curiosity  mastered  her, 
and  iuquiring,  Well,  what  message  has  oar 
our  good  ootisin.  Prince  Christian  of  Anhalt^ 
seat  nsy  my  lord  ? — something  of  importance, 
doubtless^  or  he  would  have  chosen  another 
hour  and  a  less  distinguished  messenger 

It  is  for  your  Maj^ty's  private  ear,** 
answered  ^gemon  Orey ;  and  we  have  here 
many  to  Ustea." 

"  iNonc  but  GUI  sweet  Agues  understands  our 
English  tongue,  my  lord/'  replied  the  Queen; 

and  1  have  no  secrets  from  her»  nor,  perhaps, 
have  you  either/* 

^^Tbis  is  none  of  mine,  your  Majesty,"  he 
b'did  ;  but  still  I  doubt  not  she  may  well  be  a 
partaker  thereof,  if  you  are  certain  that  these 
two  other  ladies  are  not  likely  to  gather  the 
substance.** 

Kot  a  word  ot  it,"  cried  the  Queen ;  speak 
— speak  freely/' 

Algernon  wouM  have  felt  ^at  relief  if  the 
royal  lady  had  but  uttered  one  word  whioik 
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could  lead  naturally  to  the  pamful  aubject  be 

had  to  discuss.     Elizabeth,  however,  whose 
high  courage  with  diflBculty  grasped  the  idea 
of  danger,  even  when  it  was  presented  to  her, 
was  not  one  to  foresee  it  when  it  waa  at  all  remote 
and  uncertain ;  and,  as  she  said  nought  which 
could  fairly  open  the  subject,  he  was  obliged  to 
plunge  into  it  at  once  abruptly.   "  Your  Ma- 
jesty has  read  the  letter  of  the  Prince  of 
Anhalt,"  he  said  (Elizabeth  nodded  her  bead). 
^  From  that  you  must  be  aatished  that  nothing 
but  the  most  iuimediate  necessity,^  continued 
the  young  Englishman ;    nothing  but  the  most 
imminent  danger,  I  might  say,  would  have 
induced  him  to  send  me  hither  at  such  a  time* 
But,  Madam,  the  peril  is  imminent,  the  neces- 
sity is  great;  and  though  with  deep  pain  I 
undertook  the  task,  yet  I  would  not  refuse  any 
thing  that  might  be  serviceable  to  your  Ma- 
jesty.*' 

When  first  he  began  to  speak,  Elizabeth  bad 
lemained  with  her  head  somewhat  bent,  and 
her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  fire ;  but,  as  he  uttered 

the  last  words,  she  turned  (quickly  round,  and 
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^led  at  him  with  a  flushed  cheek  and  quiver- 
ing lip.  What  is  tliis  that  you  lell  uiei  my 
lord  V*  she  cried,  in  a  tone  of  great  aurpriae. 
''I  must  have  been  kept  m  ignorance — and 
yet  I  cannot  believe  that  there  ia  such  danger 
as  your  words  imply^  or  that  it  ia  near.  By 
looking  far  fur w aid  iov  perils^  we  often  make 
them,  and  always  needlessly  disturb  and  agitate 
ourselves*  The  mariner  who  gazes  at  every  dis- 
tant wave,  and  strives  to  avoid  it,  thinking  it 
will  overwhelm  him»  will  hold  the  helm  with  no 
steady  hand,  and,  very  likely,  run  his  boat 
upon  a  rock^  to  avoid  that  evil  which  God's 
good  will  and  a  thousand  accidents  may  carry 
wide  away  and  never  bring  it  near/' 

"  Let  me  represent  to  your  Majesty,  firmly, 
though  humbly,"  said  Algernon  Grey,  that  this 
peril  is  not  distant ;  this  wave,  this  dark  and 
tenible  wave,  is  already  rearing  iU  crest  over 
the  prow  of  your  royal  bark.  It  is  near  at  band, 
and  the  only  thing  for  those  who  love  and  serve 
you  is  to  consider  how  it  may  be  met  or  avoided. 
Iha  enemy  are  ntarchmg  rapidly  on  Prague^ 
an  immediate  battle  must  ensue,  and 
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Have  we  not  tfoops?"  exdained  Eiismbeth; 

is  there  not  a  royal  army  encamped  on  yon 
Itollf— «re  there  no  wbIIb, 
Prague  And  theo^  widdeiily  bending  down 
tier  head;  she  pre&sed  her  hand  upon  her  e^es 
for  an  inatant,  but  continoed^  before  Algernon 
Grey  could  answer,  *^  What  is  it  you  would 
any,  my  lord  T  I  do  bdiefe  yon  iofe  me ;  I 
know  that  there  ia  not  a  bolder  heart  in  Europe. 
Somethiiig  must  have  gone  btiaugely  amiss  to 

bring  yon  here  with  anch  auguriea  of  mi^ 

chance.  Surely  the  enemy  is  not  near  2  ben 
latt  I  heard  be  waa  at  m  days'  march.  Or 
can  the  troops  be  un&ithlui  ?  Brare  they 
have  always  shown  Uieraselves,  Can  the  pesti- 
lential treasons  which  hmve  been  hatching  in  this 
town  liave  Spread  beyond  the  gates  to  them  V* 
^  No»  madam,  I  tniat  not,''  answered  Alger- 
non Grey;  but  you  are  deceived  as  to  the 
enemy's  distance.  By  the  most  skilful  strateg^y 
the  Prince  of  Anhah  has  gained  one  march,  or 
at  most  two,  upon  the  enemy  ;  the  last  tidings^ 
keiwever,  show  the  AastriaM  and  Bafnrinne  in 
full  march  for  PragiK;  to-morrow  wiU  certamly 
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000  them  boneath  its  woUs,  A  battle  cannot 

be  delayed  beyond  one  day  more^ — perhaps  not 

M  long.   Now,  lot  na  see  what  we  have  to 

count  upon  in  this  battle*  Under  Buquoy  and 
Maziiiiilian  of  Bavaria  march  fifty  thoasand 
Bten^  all  veteran,  subordinate,  weliKlisciplined 
soldiers ;  >vithout  counting  the  force  detached 
nnder  Wallenstoin  and  othen  to  keep  Pilsen  in 
check.  Forty  heavy  pieces  of  artillery  accom- 
pany this  foree,  and  the  caTalry  is  strong  and 
numerous.  Under  the  walls  of  Prague  now  lie 
for  its  defence  some  five-aad4hirty  thousand 
warn,  at  the  utmost  computation,  with  ten  small 
guiib.    This  ill  itseU  is  a  sad  disparity;  but 

yet,  vnder  ordinaiy  ciremnstanoes,  it  would  by 

uo  means  render  the  case  a  hopeless  one.  A 
handful  of  men  has  often  defeated  thost,  but 
then  that  spirit  must  be  with  them  which  is 
better  than  all  the  ordnance  that  ever  poured 
death  upon  the  foob  Is  that  sprit  amongst 
your  Majesty's  troops?* 

He  pauaed  for  m  moment,  for  EUiabeth  made 
a  motion  with  her  hand,  as  if  begging  him  to 
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cease  and  let  her  tbiok ;  but,  after  a  brief  apae^ 

she  said,  io  a  low  voice^  Go  on,  go  (mi  I 
must  hear  all— spare  nothingi  my  lord;  My 
every  word  T' 

^*  It  grieves  me,  madam,  but  it  is  my  duty  to 
your  Majeaty,''  answered  Algernon  Grey.  The 
disparity,  tbeo«  between  the  numbers  of  the  two 
armies  is  rendered  greater  by  the  moral  state  of 
each.  Your  troops  are  £iithfal,  1  do  bebeve ; 
but  see  what  a  difference  exists  betw^n  them 
and  the  enemy :  the  latter  are  coming  up  with 
the  force  and  energy  of  attack,  and  the  prestige 
of  victory;  yours  have,  in  gieat  part,  bean 
waiting  long,  hearing  of  defeat,  troubled  wUh 
rumours  of  towns  taken  and  their  fellows 
btttcheied ;  reoeiTing  retreating  troops  amoagst 
them,  learning  to  look  with  apprehension  for 
attack,  rather  than  to  msh  with  ardonr  to  aasaiL 
Thus  their  courage  has  been  lowered,  their  en- 
thusiasm drowned,  their  resolution  shaken.*' 

Bot  how  could  this  have  been  avoided  r 
exclaimed  the  Queen.  Tou  seem  to  blame  the 
measurai  that  have  been  taken/' 
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1  would  leply*  Madam^  that  it  is  with  the 
futarey  not  Uie  past^  we  have  to  do«"  answered 
AlgemoD  Grey ;  but  that  from  the  past  we 
may  judge  what  is  necessary  for  the  present 
moment  1  will,  then,  blame  the  measures  that 
have  been  taken ;  for  they  have  been  suggested 
to  his  Majesty  by  civilians  as  ignorant  oi  what 
is  needful  for  the  defence  of  a  kingdom  as  any 
priest  in  a  country  parish.  The  defensive 
policy  which  has  been  assumed  was  not  the 
pcriicy  (or  Bohemia*  That  policy  was  to  attack 
as  soon  as  the  Emperor  began  the  war— to 
prevent  the  concentration  of  his  forces— to  cut 
through  his  alliances — to  gain  fnends  and 
daunt  adversaries  by  winning  the  first  sue* 
cosses  of  the  striie.  That  time  has  passed  by : 
yet  much  may  be  retrieved  if  we  can  but  win 
this  battle;  and  the  first  means  of  so  doing  is  to 
restore  some  moral  toae  to  the  soldiery.  The 
army  is  fistthful;  but  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  being  faithful  and  being  zealousi  The 
troopearenolisalous.  Time— -delay — reverses— 
neglect— fatigue— privation— have  all  cooled 
them.    His  Majesty's  own  continued  absence 
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fiom  the  trmy  has  ooohd  UiAm  mlao.  Vorgm 

vae,  Madam,  if  I  have  seemed  to  speak  imv^ 
lentlyy  and  eten  unAeliogly ;  b«t  I  will  wbtm 
yott  a  reason  for  it  pwseathf*  These  men, 
fighting  contionally  against  superior  forces, 
driven  from  camp  to  camp,  and  only  making  a 
stand  where  the  ground  greatly  favoured  them, 
sobjeoted  to  all  sorts  of  prifations,  and  weaned  to 
death  mtb  marches,  have  beard  of  feasting  and 
pageantry  at  Pimgne,  bat  no  preparations  ftr 
their  support ;  have  heard  of  preaching  and 
long  prayers,  but  not  of  levies  and  trainings, 
and  forces  in  the  field  to  aid  them*  They  have 
seen  the  enemy  every  day — their  King  only 
once/' 

^  Oh,  cease  I  cease  1 cried  Elizabeth^  clasp- 
ing her  hands  together.  have  seen  it;  I 
have  felt  it.  I  have  known  right  well  that  this 
is  not  the  way  to  win  or  keep  a  crown.  It  is 
sad ;  it  is— >B«t,  no,  no ;  I  must  not  epeak 
such  things :  1  must  not  even  think  them.  He 
is  my  hnsband  good,  noUe,  tanve ;  bat  too 
lightly,  too  easily  persuaded.  I  have  been  ill, 
too,  myself — am  litUe  fitted  for  active  exertkn 
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even  now ;  but  yet,  teii  me  what  you  desire--* 
tell  me  what  Christian  of  Anhalt  judges  needlul 
fer  tlie  Mcuritj  of  the  pmeul  raoDMat" 

''The  immediate  presence  of  the  King  la  the 
camp^^  anstvered  Algerooa  Grey.  ''Let him 
show  himself  to  the  soldiery— let  him  take  part 
in  their  labours  and  their  dangers — let  him 
commaDdy  lead,  eocoorage^  aa  he  did  at  Rako-^ 
nitz.  Tbeir  enthusiasm  in  his  cause  will  revi?e; 
their  courage  aad  their  aeal  will  mount  together. 
With  that  hill  tor  our  position,  and  these  cannoa 
for  our  support,  we  will  win  the  Tiotory^  or  die 
to  the  last  man*" 

Eii^^abeth  started  up,  and  grasped  his  hand 
in  heia.  "  He  ehall  comV'  ebe  said  :  "  if  I  am 
a  king's  daughter  and  a  king's  wife,  he  shall 
come.  Early  in  the  momuag  he  shall  be  with 
his  troops,  if  my  voice  have  not  lost  all  power 
over  him.  And  now  go,  my  friend.  Agnes^ 
yoo  lead  him  down.  Yet,  stay  one  moment. 
There  is  never  any  knowing  what  may  happen  in 
tUa  life  of  change.  Should  the  terrible  disasters 
which  our  worst  fears  paint,  befall  us,  all  will  be 
coufu^iou  here.    My  lord,  I  tremble  for  some 
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of  these  poor  thiogs  who  have  accompaoied  me 

to  Prague.    Let  me  piovide  defence  fur  one  of 

them*  You  will  take  care  of  my  poor  Agnes?— 

is  it  oot  80  ?  You  are  her  father  s  friend.  You 
love  her  well,  I  know.  Yoa  will  protect  her  in 
the  hour  of  need?" 

"If  I  survive,  I  will  protect  her  as  a  brother," 
answered  Algernon  Ghrey^  till  I  give  np  the 
charge  to  her  good  uncle  at  Heidelberg/' 

**  Enoagh,  enough/'  said  the  Queen.  **  Now 
go*  You  have  spoken  hardly,  my  lord,  but 
kindly,  I  do  believe ;  and  I  thank  you  from  my 
heart  for  opening  eyes  which  have  been  closed 
too  long.    Lead  him  dow^n^  my  Agnes*" 

Algernon  Orey  bowed  low^  and  withdrew. 
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CHAPTER  L 

THfiRfi  were  a  few  marmured  words  at  tiie 

door  of  that  large  room  where  Algernon  Grey 
bad  waited  to  know  the  pleasure  of  the  Qaeen 
of  Ijuhemia ;  there  was  a  soft  pressure  of  the 
band ;  and  then»  by  an  irresistible  impulse, 
which  mastered  forethought,  reason,  auJ  re- 
aolution,  be  drew  the  sweet  girl,  who  stood 
beside  him  gently  towards  him,  and  pressed 

bis  lips  upon  bers.   No  human  form  was  seen 

in  the  corridor  ;  it  was  dim,  nearly  dark, 
l%hted  by  one  iaint  lamp ;  but  yet,  though 
none  saw,  his  heart  smote  him  ;  and  he  said, 
Forgiye  me,  Agnes,  forgire  me,  dear  one ! 

such  a  moment,  such  erents,  may  well  excuse 
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one  token  of  etenud  tenderness  towsitls  yov 

ivho  are  so  dean" 

**  I  do  forgive  yon,  Algernon/'  said  Agnes, 
very  pale ;    but  oh,  do  not,  do  not ! " 

T  win  farther  ask  yonr  foi^Teness  hereaf* 
ter/'  answered  Algernon;  '^when  my  whole 
heart  shall  be  laid  before  yon*  Then,  I  think, 
you  will  pardon  me,  when  you  see  the  terrible 
struggle  which  has  agitated  me  so  long.'* 

^'Yes — am  sore  I  shall  find  nothing  to 
forgive,"  she  replied  ;  "  but  yet  you  must  not 
do  this  again ;  for,  if  yon  do,  I  shall  dodM^I 
shall  fear.** 

Fear  not/'  answered  Algernon  Grey,  ndsiog- 
her  band  to  his  lips ;  "  on  my  honour,  on  uiy 
tmth,  I  will  give  yon  no  eanse  to  doubt  or 
fear — Wo,  no,  Agnes,  you  cannot  doubt  me.** 

*^  Nor  do  I,  nor  do  I,"  she  said,  laying  her 
other  hand  upon  iiis ;  "oii  uo,  I  am  bure  you 
are  all  that  is  noble  and  good. —  Farewell^ 
£ireweli! — we  part  in  a  terrible  moment.  Uo 
not  expose  yonrself  rashly;  trat  eome  baek 
with  victory,  if  it  be  possible,  and  if  not,  still 
eome  bade  to  proteet  poor  Agnes  Herbert  ii^ 
the  moment  oi*  danger  and  need.'* 
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He  did  not  auswer;  but  again  and  again 
be  kisaed  her  hand ;  and  then,  tnniing  away, 
he  strode  along  the  wide  corridor  towards  the 
head  of  the  great  stairs. 

He  thought  he  heard  a  low  laugh  from  the 
fitrther  end  of  the  passage,  bat  his  mind  was 
iu  no  state  to  attend  to  trifles;  and,  descending 
rapidly,  he  fonnd  himsdf  the  next  moment  in 
the  wide  vestibule  below.  All  the  servants 
and  attendants  were  absent.  The  two  large 
chairs,  in  which  the  chief  porters  sat,  were 
vacant ;  the  broad  table,  at  which  the  pages 
and  daily  waiters  played  at  different  games, 
displayed  not  a  single  figure  learning  the 
shortest  road  to  vice  and  folly,  Algernon 
Grey  was  walking  quickly  across,  when  be 
heard— proceeding  from  a  door  at  the  side — 
a  well-known  voice  pronounce  his  name. 

''What,  Algernon!'*  cried  William  Lorett 
and  the  young  Englishman,  as  he  turned 
roond,  eonld  see  the  foot  of  a  narrow  staircase^ 
faintly  marked  beyond  the  doorway,  near  which 
Lovet  stood;  '*what,  Algemonl  yon  here? 
You,  a  man  of  feuds  and  battle-fields,  con- 
temner of  love  and  all  soft  delights, — yon 
3.  B  2* 
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within  the  silky  precincts  of  a  court,  where 
tlie  star  of  beaoly  fe%H0  anpreiiie;  and  Eros 

holds  one  side  of  the  house,  while  Bacchus 

holds  the  other !  Wonders  w31  never  cease ! 
I  shall  expect  to  see  old  Christian  oi'  ^inhalt 
tripping  it  gaily  with  Amdia  of  SoliaB  in 
some  gay  ball,  or  the  Prince  of  Hohenloe 
twirling  round  vpon  histoes*  widihedBnnapvr^ 
red,  and  a  soft  simper  on  his  bellicose  lip.  In 
feftnne's  namel  what  has  hrmight  jon  hidier 

Business,  my  good  cousin,"  answered 
Algernon  Grey;  <*and  that  horinea  none  of 
mine.  The  secret  is  another's ;  therefore  it 
nraat  rest  where  it  i»— hi  mf  own  hosom." 

"  Good,"  answered  Lovet,  exceeding  good. 
I  wonld  not  add  an  eaMe*w«ght  to  my  camp- 
equipage,  for  all  the  secrets  tiiat  erer  yet  were 
kittened.  I  am  neilhcr  m  gnat  gmenil  ner  a 
great  diplomatist,  thank  hearen  and  the  stars 
ftnt  aire  therein  I  leanight  and  make  lore, 
play  a  shrewd  game  at  cards  with  a  knayish 
advmary,  rallle  Ae  di<84M»  bard  and  yet 
throw  sizes ;  but  I  know  nought  q£  the  trade 
of  negotiation,  tharibi  he  wt»  CM!  Yonr 
tadtum  Tictue,  with  the  bat  over  the  left  ear. 
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the  moustaciiio  turned  up  at  the  coruer,  aud 
the  feather  half  hiding  the  right  eye,  tawny 
leather  boots,  a  sober  doublet,  aud  a  sword 
long  enough  for  Don  Pedro  of  Spain,  give 
you  all  the  qualities  requisite  for  a  profound 
ambassador  ;  and  the  gods  forfend,  that  I 
ahould  meddle  with  the  paddle,  or  stir  the 
duck- weed  of  your  stagnant  diplomacy  1 — But 
whither  away?  You  seem  in  baste,  when 
every  maa  this  night  is  idling  out  his  moments, 
what  with  cups  of  wine,  what  with  huge 
surloins,  what  with  bright  eyes  and  sweet 
smiles,  thinking  that  this  same  perishable  com- 
modity, called  Time,  may  be  but  scanty  in  the 
purse  of  the  future,  and  that  it  is  but  wise  to 
get  the  money  s  worth  ere  it  is  all  expended/' 
**  I  am  back  to  the  camp  irith  all  speed," 
answered  Aigerxion  Grey.  Matters  are  not 
going  on  there  as  I  cotdd  wish ;  and,  moreover, 
it  is  late." 

Not  too  late  to  take  a  walk  round  the 
rampai  ts,*'  said  Lovet,  in  a  graver  tone  than 
be  had  used.  **  It  is  well  worth  our  while,  my 
noble  cousin,  to  look  at  what  is  going  on  there.** 

It  will  occupy  much  time,"  answered  his 
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eompanion,  somewhat  struek  by  the  ehange 
in  his  manner ;  ^  and,  in  the  present  state  <^ 
aflmirs,  we  shall  be  challenged  and  stopped  faj 
every  sentry  that  we  meet  with.** 

^  Fear  not»^  answered  LoTet,  with  a  siigbt 
baiile ;  "  I  am  profoundly  intimate  with  every 
guard  70a  will  meet  apoa  the  walls ;  and  I 
repeat,  good  cousin,  that  it  is  well  worth  vs  iiile, 
for  yon,  at  least,  who  ean  report  to  your  friend^ 
the  general,  to  see  with  a  soldier's  eye  the 
preparations  of  the  what  they  call  the  Khm 
seite  of  the  city  of  Prague ;  for,  as  we  shall 
have  a  battle  tOHmorrow  or  the  next  day,  aad 
as  Christian  of  Anhalt,  in  case  of  reverse,  may 
think  fit  to  retreat  into  the  town,  it  is  quite 
right  he  should  know  what  the  city  is  like* 
It  is  a  marvellous  phoe,  Pragne,  and  mighty 
tranquil. — But  come,  tell  your  horses  to  go  to 
the  gate,  mine  are  there  already." 

WhUe  he  had  been  speaking,  his  coasia  and 
himself  had  descended  a  second  flight  of  steps, 
and  entered  the  hall  close  to  the  great  door  of 
the  first  court.  All  was  still  emptiness ;  aud  the 
two  gentlemen  were  left  to  open  the  wicket  for 
themselves,  without  any  one  to  assist  them. 
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^Tis  a  pity;'  nid  WUIimb  Loret,  ^iiu^ 

Miuuiuilian  oi  Jiairaria  doeij  not  know  what  is 
going  on  hate ;  other wke  lie  miglit  end  tba 
war  at  once,  and  nugbt  take  the  £lecior 
liiweelf  in  the  midst  of  hie  banquet,  like  a  fill 
carp  ia  a  «tew  ieeding  upoa  grouudbait.'' 

There  was  too  mmk  trath,  as  Algernoa 
Grejr  felt,  in  what  hie  eoiuui  said ;  and,  not  at 
all  anwilling  to  obtain  bome  iadicatiou  of  the 
state  of  the  popukr  mind  in  Piagae,  the 

J'ouQg]  £nglisiiuiau,  H  licu  they  issued  out  iato 

the  open  air,  ealled  his  servant  Tony  to  his 

side,  and  told  him  to  lead  his  horse  down  the 
hill  to  the  gate  bjr  which  he  had  entered,  and 
to  wait  iur  ins  coming  there. 

*^  Take  care  where  yon  go,  my  lord,"  said  the 
uian;  ''for  the  people  are  aU  as  druuk  as 
ewane,  and  mighty  ([uarrelsome  to  boot.  Here 
is  Frill  has  got  into  three  disputes  since  yott 
wmt  in,  and  one  regular  quarrel,  in  which  he 
would  have  got  his  costard  broken  had  I  not 
iaterfered  and  spoken  them  fair  in  a  langnsgie 
at  which  they  did  not  anderstand  a  woid;  so 
that  the  poor  people  were  couv  inccd,  and  had 

mthmg  to  reply.  I  showed  them  how  tail  lie 
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was  with  my  hand,  and  how  tall  they  were,  and 

I  patted  my  stomach  and  shrugged  my  shoul* 
ders,  and  clapped  one  gentleman  on  the  baek 
till  his  leathern  jerkin  fumed  like  a  dusty  road ; 
and,  seeing  that  I  was  not  a  Gennan,  who  are 
the  bullies  here  in  Bohemia,  they  walked  away 
and  left  Frill  in  a  whole  skin,  and  me  Tery 
glad  to  he  quit  of  their  company. — So  I  beseech 
you,  my  good  lord,  to  be  carefol  where  yon  go.** 
I  will  take  care,"  answered  Algernon 
Grey,  briefly.  Go  down,  as  I  hare  told  you 
and  taking  Lovet's  arm  he  proceeded  through 
two  or  three  narrow  streets,  till  they  came  to  a 
low  stoney  lane,  which  ran  at  the  foot  of  the 
inner  walL  After  pacing  on  for  about  a  hun- 
dred yards,  they  found  a  flight  of  rode  stone 
steps  leading  up  to  the  platform  above,  with* 
ont  railing  or  balnstrade ;  and  mountings  they 
walked  on  looking  over  the  parapet  upon  the 
low  ground  underneath.  From  time  to  time 
they  came  upon  a  heavy  piece  of  ordnance, 
but  no  soldier  appeared  beside  it;  they  passed 
several  flanking  towers,  but  no  sentry  was  seen 
on  guard ;  they  gazed  forth  upon  the  out-works 
of  the  place,  but  from  the  Hradschiu  to  4bo 
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Moldan,  neither  fire,  nor  light,  nor  moving 

form  showed  any  sign  of  preparation  against 
attMk. 

"Now,  let  men  say  wiiat  they  will,"  said 
Loret,  in  his  nsaal  keen  sarcastic  tone,  *^  thia 
city  of  Prague  is  a  strong  and  weli-delended 
place;  and  so  watched  and  guarded  aa  it  is,  so 
harmonious  and  faithful  within,  and  with  a 
united  and  an  enthusiastic  army  without,  keen 
must  be  the  courage,  and  overpowering  the 
force,  that  inll  subdue  it  to  an  enemy*  You  can 
do  what  you  like«  Algernon,  but  if  yon  would 
take  niy  advice,  you  would  do  either  one  of 
two  things :  go  to  old  Christian  of  Anhalt»  tell 
him  that  Prague  is  in  the  most  perfect  stale  of 
defence,  well  proTisioned,  well  watched,  and  well 
garrisoned,  and  that  la  ca^^e  oi  defeat  he  may 
retreat  into  it  in  all  securi^ ;  or  else,  bring 
yuur  meii  and  horses  to  the  gate,  walk  back  to 
the  palace,  tell  iaur  Agnes  Herbert  that  yon 
have  come  to  couduct  her  in  safety  to  Heidel- 
berg, mount  and  away.  Ton  understand  what 
I  mean ;  as  for  myself,  my  course  is  taken/* 

Algernon  Grey  grasped  him  by  the  arm, 
and  gazed  in  his  iace  by  the  light  of  the  moon* 
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^  Ton  do  iiotmeaiitotft7;*lie€aelaiaied»''ait 
sueh  m  the  coone  yoa  intend  to  pursue?" 
*'0h  no,  eousin  mine"  answered  Lmt, 
two  or  three  cauaei  combine  to  present  lue ; 
Ursty  yoa  know  I  have  bm  old  fendnoM  fir 
fighting,  merely  for  fighting's  sake;  and  I 
woold  jast  ae  soon  think  of  leaving  a  good 
dinner  untouched,  as  of  going  away  when  a 
battle  is  in  preparation.  Next,  yon  see  I  hmm 
no  one  to  take  with  me,  £oir  dear,  sweet,  infti|iidy 
tiresome  Madam  de  Laassitz  has  gone  badk 
witk  her  &t  hnsband  to  set  up  yiriae  and  dig* 
city  in  their  own  patrimoiiial  halls.  Then 
thirdly,  and  lastly,  haTing  no  object  anywhere^ 

I  may  just  as  well  be  here  as  in  another  place* 

Life  is  getting  wonderfidly  doU  to  me,  Alger- 
non ;  and  I  do  not  evea  iiad  the  sauie  pleasure 
in  a  battle  that  I  nsed  to  do*  Uowerer,  it  is 
a  little  more  amusing  than  anything  else,  and 
tberefiMre  I  shall  stay  and  see  it.  If  I  am 
killed,  the  matter  of  the  future  is  settled  to  my 
hand,  if  I  aurviye,  and  the  Anstrians  bsal; 
which  I  suppose  they  certainly  will,  I  shall  set 
spurs  to  my  horsfe,  and  gije  himeoek  a  gallop 
as  he  has  not  had  since  he  was  bitted.   If  the 
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Boheaiiaus,  hy  any  diance  win  the  yictory,  I 
shall  go  on  with  them  and  help  them  to  aaek 
Vieima.  I  never  saw  a  capital  city  pillaged ; 
and  it  ittn8t1>e  Tery  amnsin^.** 

He  spoke  in  the  most  ordinary  tone  possible ; 
in  whieh,  perhaps,  there  waa  a  slight  tooeh  of 
habitual  affectation ;  but  Algernon  Qrey,  who 
eonld  not  view  things  so  lightly,  nor  treat  them 
so  when  he  rq;arded  them  otherwise^  pondered 
upon  his  words,  and  after  a  moment's  silence, 
asked,  What  makea  yoa  think  it  so  potitiTely 
certain  that  the  Austi^ians  will  be  successful  ? 
We  haw  oAeo  kaown  a  battle  won  with  a 
much  greater  disparity  ot  numbers." 

^  Come  with  me  and  I  will  abow  you,  Alger* 
iion/'  answered  William  Lovet;  and,  walking 
OB  till  Huj  eama  to  tiie  ihird  tower  from  the 
gate,  they  passed  the  only  sentinel  they  had 
seen,  giving  the  word  in  answer  to  faia  chal- 
lenge, and  then  isaamg  forth  from  the  town, 

mounted  tlieir  horses  and  rode  on  to  tlie  Star. 

^  Now  let  Ha  aend  the  beaata  baek,"  said 

Lovet,  when  they  reached  tiie  foot  of  the 
Weiflaeoberg ;  ^  and  monnting  by  this  Irttie 

path  on  foot,  we  shall  have  a  fuU  view  of  this 
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grand  army,  which  is  to  do  80ch  mighty  things 
to*inonpow«'' 

Algernon  Grey  followed  in  silence,  after  or- 
•  dering  the  page  to  inform  young  Chrisdaa  of 
Anhalt  that  he  would  be  back  in  half  an  hour. 
For  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  as  they 
ascended^  the  army  was  hidden  irom  tUejx  sight 
by  some  tall  trees  and  bushes ;  but  they  could  tee 
the  glare  of  the  watch-iires  spreading  out  into 
the  sky,  and  hear  the  murmuring  roar  of  many 
voices;  for  the  wine  and  proraions  had  raised 
tiie  spirits  of  the  soldiery  for  a  time,  and  they 

were  wearing  away  the  night  in  laughter  and  in 

song.  No  sentinel  barred  their  path  ;  no  guard 
demanded  the  word ;  for,  although  striet  orders 
had  been  issued  by  the  general  for  extraordinary 
precautions  to  be  taken,thedemoralization  of  the 
soldiery,  which  had  been  collected  on  the  Weis- 
senberg  to  support  the  force  under  Christian  of 
Anhalt,  had  become  so  great  before  his  aniTal, 
that  no  command  wasobcyed,except  by  the  force 
mmediately  under  his  own  orders ;  and  the  sen- 
tries, after  having  been  placed,  quietly  retired  to 
rejoin  their  comrades  round  the  watch-fires,  as 
soon  as  the  eyes  of  the  officers  were  withdrawn. 
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Torning  tbe  little  patch  of  underwood, 
Algernon  Orey  and  LoyeteameBaddeoly  npon 
a  group  of  eight  meu,  stretch ed  out  around  a 
pile  of  hUafaig  wood,  onging,  jeiting,  wrang- 
ling, with  the  wild  counteuauceb,  long  i^haggj 
baank  and  hair,  stnmge  appafri,  and  yarioos 
kinds  of  arms  which  designated  them  as  some  of 
Iha  Tran^ivanian  boidea  of  Bethlem  Qabor. 
They  t>tared  ap  at  the  two  fine,  handsome 
looking  men  who  approaehed,  whh  a  look  of 
savage  curiosity,  but  took  no  farther  notice, 
aad  the  man  who  wae  singing  eren  did  nol 
intermpt  his  music*  It  was  a  wild,  rude  air, 
hut  not  widiont  nmdi  pkunli^  melody ;  for, 
though  the  song  seemed  to  be  a  bacchanaiian 
one,  yet  the  general  tone  was  mdbncboly  or 
seemed  so  to  the  ear  of  Alg^non  Grey. 

Speak  to  them,  Algernon,  speak  to  them,*' 
■aid  lorety  after  they  had  watched  them  ibr  a 
moment  or  two. 

^Thej  will  not  understand  a  word  I  say," 
answered  las  cousin.  "  Do  you  not  see  ?  These 
are  the  Transylyaniaiis." 

"Oh,**  aubwered  JLuvet,  and  walked  on. 

Without  saying  another  word,  he  led  the 
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way  along  the  rise  of  the  hiU,  on  whieh  wis 

spread  out  the  force  of  the  auxiliariesy  and  at 
length  came  to  a  amall  open  space  kept  by  a 
seatiael  or  two  of  Christian  of  Anhalt^s  own 
force,  to  prevent  any  tnmolt  or  qnarrdling  be- 
tween the  Bohemians  and  Transylvantans. 
Here  the  two  gentlemen  were  challenged ;  bnt, 
giving  the  word,  they  passed  on  through  the 
Bohemian  bivonacs,  where  some  greater  de* 
gree  of  order  and  discipline  was  observable. 
¥f€m  time  to  time,  indeed,  a  scene  of  great 
noise  and  confusion  presented  iteelf ;  and  once 
or  twice  blows  were  given,  and  even  knives 
drawn,  so  that  the  constant  interference  of  the 
officers  was  required  to  keep  peace  amongst  a 
violent  and  easily  excited  people.  In  other 
places,  however,  the  men  were  stretched  out 
around  their  fires  asleep;  and  here  and  Am 
they  were  talking  quietly,  though  with  some- 
what gloomy  and  discontented  looks." 

jN  ow,  ask  some  of  these  fellows,  Algernon," 
said  Lovet,  how  they  like  the  proqieet  of  to- 
morrow V* 

I  do  not  speak  BohMiiaa,"  answered  At 

gernon  Grey. 
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^Bat  do  not  they  unilerBtaiid  Oermra?** 
asked  his  cousin. 

^  Not  a  word"  said  Algernon,  gazing  in  bid 
&ce;  ''you  would  not  persuade  me»  Lovet, 
that  yon  Iiave  been  so  long  amongst  them 
without  diseoveriug  that  tact  V* 

"No,"  replied  Lovet;  "but  I  have  dis- 
covered something  more,  Algernon :  that  the 
discord  is  not  only  in  the  tongues  of  this  host, 
thoagb  JBabel  could  scarcely  match  it  in  confu- 
sion 01  languages,  but  in  the  spirit,  character, 
cnstonsy  views,  and  feelings,  of  those  who  com- 
pose it.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  mere  moh  of  different 
nations,  English,  Scotch,  Germans,  Bohe- 
mians, Transylvaniaui,  Silesians,  Moravians, 
and  Dutch,  withont  one  common  bond  between 
them,nol  understanding  each  the  other  s  tongue, 
no  man  having  a  feUow«feeling  for  his  neigh- 
bour, no  zeal,  no  esprit  de  corps,  and  one-half 
of  them  not  knowing  what  they  are  brought 
here  idr  at  all.  Now  I  say,  that  if  this  corps 
beats  the  rc'<,^ular  and  well-diseiplined  Austriana 
and  Bavarians,  it  must  be  by  a  miracle  from 
heaven;  for  no  human  means  will  ever  pro- 
dnee  soefa  a  resiik--so  now,  good-night,  cousin ; 
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I  shall  go  to  my  tent  and  sleep ;  for  as  there  b 

a  chance  of  this  being  the  last  eyemng  of  my 
life,  I  have  taken  eare  to  make  it  a  merry  one ; 

and  I  am  tired  of  amusement  of  dijOferent 
kinds/' 

*^ Good-night/'  said  Algernon  Grey;  and 
they  parted. 

At  the  door  of  his  tent  the  young  English 
nobleman  found  his  servant,  Tony,  and  the  ptige, 
Frill,  conversing  together  in  low  tones ;  and,  on 
asking  if  they  had  delivered  his  messi^e  to  the 
young  Prince  of  Anbalt,  he  was  informed  that 
Christian  had  gone  forth  to  make  a  round 
through  the  camp,  and  had  not  yet  returned. 
Algernon  Grey  perceived  that  there  was  a  sort 
of  hesitation  in  the  manner  of  both  his  at- 
tendants ;  that  Frill  gazed  at  the  elder  servant, 
and  the  old  man  turned  his  eyes  to  the  page ; 
bat,  suspectiiig  that  both  miglit  entertain  some 
apprehensions  regarding  the  ensuing  day,  he 
did  not  choose  to  encourage  any  questions,  and 
walked  at  once  into  the  tent. 

**  Give  it  yourself,  Frill,  give  it  yourself,**  said 
Tony,  load  enough  for  his  lord  to  hear;  ^ has 
the  devil  of  impudence  abandoned  you,  that 
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you  JiMTe  not  do  what  it  is  your  daty  to  do» 

when  you  dare  do  so  much  that  yon  ought  not  V* 
Algernon  Orey  had  seatod  himself  before 
the  little  table,  aud  tlie  next  instant  Frill  en- 
tered the  tent,  and  approached  with  a  paper  in 
his  hand,  saying,  ^^This  dropped  from  you, 
my  lord,  as  you  were  dismounting  at  the  foot 
4>(  the  hill.  I  f<Hmd  it  under  the  horse's  feet.'* 
Algernon  Grey  took  the  paper  from  his 
iiand,  and  looked  at  it  for  a  moment  before  he 
opened  it.  He  did  not  recolleet  its  shape  and 
4^pearanoe  at  all.  It  was  folded  as  if  it  bad 
been  placed  in  a  cover,  in  form  like  an  or- 
-dinary  letter,  but  withoat  seal  or  address. 
Tliere  was  ihe  mark  of  a  Lorse  s  shoe  across  it, 
so  that  the  boy's  story,  of  where  he  had  fonnd 
it,  was  thus  fiu*  confirmed  ;  aud  Algernon  Grey 
onfoUed  it  and  heU  it  to  the  hunp.  The 
iiiind writing  was  not  uuiauiiliar  to  him,  for  he 
bad  twioe  in  his  life  reeeived  a  letter  in  the 
Mme;  but  the  tone  was  very  different  from 
diat  in  which  he  had  e?er  himself  been  ad- 
dressed, although  his  relation  with  the  writer 
might  hare  justified  the  warmest  language 
that  woman  can  use  towards  man. 
roh.  ui.  c 
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whole  year  and  more  has  passed/*  so 
ran  the  letter, "  and  yet  yon  have  not  retorned, 
nor  accomplished  that  which  you  undertook. 
I  thirst  to  see  you,  to  east  myself  into  yoor 
arms  again. — I  thirst  in  the  midst  of  ail  these 
people,  barren  and  inaignifieant  to  me,  for  the 
sight  of  him  I  love,  as  the  traveller  in  the  desert 
thirsts  for  the  eool  well.  Tei  eome  not,  till  it 
is  accomplished ;  but  strive,  if  you  do  love  me, 
to  accomplish  it  soon.  Take  any  means, — ^take 
all  means.  Tell  him»  that  I  hate  him ;  that  1 
shall  ever  hate  him ;  that  his  cold  and  precise 
nature  can  never  assimilate  with  my  iiery  and 
impetuous  disposition ;  that  those  who  linked 
us  to  one  another,  tried  to  bind  Eame  and 
ice  together.  Tell  liiiii,  that  I  say  I  hate 
him.  Tell  him,  if  you  will,  that  I  love  you. 
Require  liim  to  break  tliis  bond,  as  has  been 
oflen  done  before;  and  let  him  know,  if  be 
persists,  it  shall  be  for  his  own  wretcLediioss ; 
that  every  hour  of  his  union  with  me  shall  be 
an  hour  of  misery ;  that  every  minute  shall  have 
its  grief,  or  woman's  wit  shall  fiul  me*  If  all 
this  does  not  decide  him,  you  must  seek  some 
other  means.*— I  leave  them  to  you,  but  the 
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man's  life  cannot  be  charmed ;  at  all  events,  do 

'what  you  have  to  do  speedily,  my  William, 
and  then  fly  to  my  arms.  I  will  not  pnt  my 
name,  but  liiere  will  be  no  need  of  guessing 
twice.~Farewell !" 

Ali^ernon  Grey  laid  down  the  letter  on  the 
table,  and  gazed  at  it  sternly  for  a  moment,  then 
raised  his  eyes  to  the  page,  who  had  retired  to 
Ae  other  side  of  the  tent  near  the  entrance* 

^^Corne  hither,  boy,"  he  said;  and  as  the 
youth,  with  a  slow  and  faltering  step,  advanced 
towards  him,  his  lord  added,  you  have  read 
this  letter?" 

^  A  part,  my  lord,"  replied  Frill,  with  his 
knees  shaking.  "  Tony  thought  I  had  better 
read  it,  to  find  out  whom  it  belonged  to." 

"\ou  do  not  preteiid  lu  say,"  continued 

Algernon  Orey,  "  that  when  yon  had  read  it, 

you  believed  it  belonged  to  me. 

TJie  boy  hesitated  and  turned  crimson,  and 
then  murmured,  "Tony  thought  it  ought  to 
belong  to  yon,  whoever  it  was  sent  to/' 

Call  him  hither,  and  return  yourself,"  said 
Algernon  Orey;  but  the  boy  had  not  far 
to  go,  for  the  old  servant  was  still  waiting 

c  2 
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without   When  he  appeared,  howerer,  hit  tir 

and  mauner  was  diiierent  from  that  of  the  page ; 
he  seemed  very  gm,re  indeed,  bat  ealm  and  fina, 
and  while  the  boy  slimk  behind  him,  he  ad- 
vanced boldly  to  the  table  by  whieh  his  lord  sat. 

How  is  it,"  said  Algernon  Grey/' that  you, 
an  old  and  faithful  servant  of  tny  house,  I  might 
say  almost  a  friend,  have  induced  this  boy  to 
deceive  me  regardiug  a  letter  which  was  never 
intended  for  my  eye  f* 

"  Because,  my  lurd,"  replied  Tony,  "  there 
were  things  in  it  never  intended  Cm*  your  eye 
indeed,  but  which  it  is  right  and  necessary  you 
should  see ;  and  there  are  a  great  many  things, 
never  intended  for  your  ear,  that  it  is  only  just 
you  should  hear." 

" Indeed !"  said  Algernon  Grey.  "In  this, 
however,  yon  have  done  wrong,  though  I  dosbt 
not  that  your  intention  was  good.  You  should 
never  att»ipt  to  deceive.  Ton  should  Wve 
spoken  to  me  boldly  and  straightferwardfy, 
and  I  might  have  thanked  you  then  for  infor- 
mation which  now  is  burdensome  to  me." 

**  Why,  you  forbade  me,  my  lord,  ever  to  say 
anything  to  yoo  against  yonr  cousin,  Sir  WiW 
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Kam,  again/'  replied  the  serrant ;  **  ym  thoo^lit 

I  was  prejudiced  against  him,  that  I  had  some 
hatred  towards  him,  and  so,  when  a  means  catne 
of  opeiuDg  your  eyes,  X  determined  I  would 
lake  it  at  any  risk;  otherwise  I  eoald  have 
told  you  a  great  deal  about  this  long  ago**' 

From  what  sooree  came  your  informatioa  ?" 
asked  Algernon  Grey. 

"First  fi'oaci  old  Paul  Watson,"  answered 
Tony,  who  was  killed  at  Rakonitz*  When 
we  were  coming  out  of  Heidelberg,  j  ust  before 
the  thanderstorm,  he  told  me  that  your  cousin 
had  been  speudiiig  all  his  time,  beiore  he  came 
abroad  hither,  in  making  loTe  to  the  lady 

CatlicriiiC,  though  he  knew  her  to  be  your 

affianced  wife*  —  Then,  my  good  lord,  when 
we  fifbl  came  to  this  place,  and  the  king's 
Conner  went  orer  to  England,  I  got  him  to 
take  a  letter  for  me  to  my  brother,  who  soon 
sent  me  plenty  more  intelligence,  which  I  will 
siiow  you,  if  we  live  over  to-murrovv." 

**To  what  effect?"  asked  his  master,  in  a 
low  deep  tone. 

"To  the  effect  that  this  has  been  going 
on  for  years,"  answered  Tony ;    and  that 
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there  is  many  a  straoge  and  scaudaluas  story 
in  the  eoontry,  which  makes  this  woman  no 
wife  for  you»  my  lord." 

"  And  yet  she  is  ray  wife,"  muttered  Al- 
gernon Grey  to  himself.  Then  waving  his  hand 
to  the  servant,  he  said,  "  Leave  me," 

The  page  instantly  withdrew;  bat  Tony 
lingered  for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then  said, 
^'  I  hope  yon  will  forgire  me»  my  lord ;  for  I 
see  that  this  has  made  you  very  unhappy.  I 
can't  help  thinking,  however,  that  it  is  little 
worth  ivhiie  to  Tex  one*s  self  about  such  a 
woman,  when  there  is  more  than  one  of  the 
sweetait  and  the  best  who  would  be  happy 
enoogh  to  be  yonr  wife." 

A  faint  smile  crossed  Algernon  Grey*8 
conntenanee.  ^  It  is  not  her  condaet  makes 
me  unhappy,  my  good  friend,"  he  answered ; 

it  is  long  since  anything  that  she  conld  do 
has  had  such  an  effect.  I  have  known  her 
thoroughly  for  some  time;  but  that  a  man, 
my  near  relation,  my  pretended  friend  and  old 
companion,  should  take  part  in  bringing  dis* 
grace  upon  my  name,  and  enter  into  snch 
black  schemes  as  these"-*and  he  laid  his  band 
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upou  the  letter — does  grieve  and  astouidh 
me ;  does  shake  my  confidence  in  human  vir- 
tue and  honour,  and  makes  me  doubt  whether 
friendship  is  anything  but  a  mere  shadow, 
honeaty  but  an  idle  name/' 

"  No,  my  lord,  no,"  cried  the  servant ;  "  it 
all  comes  of  your  shutting  your  eyes  to  your 
cousin's  beliaviour,  even  from  your  boyhood. 
You  thought  everybody  was  prejudiced  against 
him — that  we  bated  him  w  iiiiuui  cause ;  but, 
bless  yoo,  my  good  lord,  we  knew  him  from 
his  youth^  and  had  plenty  oi  opportuiiiues  of 
seeing  what  you  never  saw.  You  great 
noblemen  are,  doubtless,  clever  aud  more 
learned  than  we  are;  but  we  poor  people 
have  got  our  eyes  and  can't  help  making  use 
of  thent.  I  never  saw  Sir  William  do  any- 
thing from  a  good  motive;  I  never  saw  him 
do  anything  straightforwardly ;  I  never  heard 
of  any  act  of  kindness;  and  you  may  judge 
what  we  think,  when  we  have  watched  for  the 
whole  of  the  last  year,  day  and  night  I  may 
say,  for  fear  you  should  have  a  shot  in  the 
heady  or  a  blade  in  the  heart,  that  did  not 
come  from  the  hands  of  a  fail*  enemy.*' 
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•  No,  no,"  cried  Algernon  Urej,  waving  his 
knd,  vannly;  **lliere,  atlwt,  yea  do  iam 
wmg.  Passion  may  mislead,  but  he  is 
incapable  of  sndk  aets  as  dait;  and,  bad  ho 

been  so  inclined,  he  has  had  plenty  oi  oppor- 
tmntieB/* 

Not  so  many  as  your  lordship  thinks,'* 
answered  Tony ;  ^  for  there  has  beoi  alwa^ 
some  one  near  at  hand.  However,  i  think 
that  is  all  nonsense,  too ;  for  it  seemed  to  mm 
there  was  more  to  lose  than  to  gain  by  kiUing 
yon ;  bnt  the  other  men  would  fancy  it,  and 
there  is  never  any  harm  in  being  too  careM. 
lie  will  be  in  a  fine  fright  when  he  finds  the 
letter  is  goqe;  for  I  do  not  donbt  that  it 
dropped  iroiu  liiiii,  altiioagh  it  was  under  your 
horse's  feet  that  the  boy  found  it" 

**  Give  me  aoine  paper  from  tlial  roll,'*  said 
Algernon  Grey,  ^  and  Ae  ydknr  wax  the»^ 
Nay,  it  matters  not.  Here  are  persons  coming 
—Begone  now,  my  good  friend;  and  remember, 
not  one  word  of  this  to  any  other  being,  till  I 
have  myself  wdl  eonsMered  how  to  aet.'' 

As  he  spoke  Christian  Anhalt  entered  the 
tent,  and  the  old  servant  bowed  and  MtiraL 
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CHAPTER  U. 


Before  daybreak,  Algernon  Grey  was  up 
and  dresAed ;  bat,  to  say  tratb,  it  was  no  pain 
to  him  to  rise,  fur  he  had  not  closed  an  eye  all 
night,  and  was  more  weary  of  tossing  to  and 
fro  on  the  sleepless  couch,  than  if  he  Iiad  passed 
llie  honrs  by  the  side  of  a  watch-fire*  As 
soon  as  bis  buff  coat  had  been  cast  on  and 
looped,  and  his  sword-belt  thrown  over  his' 
shoulders,  he  lighted  his  lamp,  and  read  over 
again  the  letter  that  had  been  plaeed  m  his 
hands  the  night  before.  A  smile  of  some  bit^ 
temess  eame  npon  his  countenance,  and,  fold- 
ing it  careiully  np,  he  walked  out  of  his  tent, 
and,  ascending  the  highest  part  of  the  hill, 
gazed  over  the  scene  below.  The  stars  were 
growing  somewhat  faint  in  the  heaven,  but 
tlM  dhninntion  of  their  lostre  was  the  only 
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sign  yet  visible  of  approacIuDg  day.  Ail  be- 
low was  still.  The  wearied  troops  were  sleep* 
iog  by  tke  nearly  eztiugoished  watch-fires; 
and  the  tread  of  a  distant  sentry,  as  he  paoed 
op  and  down,  coald  just  be  heard,  marking, 
rather  than  breaking,  the  silence.  The  m ar- 
mor of  the  river,  too,  reached  the  ear,  bot  with 
a  stilly  sound,  full  of  repose  and  quiet.  Fold* 
ing  his  arms  opon  his  breast,  Algernon  Grey 
continued  to  gaze,  across  the  shadowy  lines  of 
tents  and  waggons,  down  into  the  valley  below, 

wLere  lay  a  light  morjiing  mist,  giviug  a  white 

gleam,  soft  and  pleasant  to  the  eye,  and  then  he 

turned  Lis  look  towaids  the  heavens,  and  his 

lips  mormnred  with  prayer.  A  minole  or  two 

after,  a  iaiut  grey  streak  was  seen  in  the  east; 
it  then  acquired  an  orange  hae ;  and  one  or 
two  light-grey  clouds  overhead  began  to  glow 
with  spots  of  a  lurid  red.  Soon  after,  the 
orange  turned  to  a  fiery-crimsou,  and  floods  of 
rose-coloored  rays  eame  pouring  over  the  sky; 
while  the  grey  air  between  the  tents  was 
mingled  with  a  dim  mysterious  pnrple.  A 
soUtary  figure  passing  here  and  there  was 
seen.   The  neighing  of  a  horse  broke  the 
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silence.  A  dull  ham  gradually  succeeded; 
then  brisk  and  lively  sounds.  A  drum  beat 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  camp ;  and,  jnst  when 
the  broad  sun  showed  half  his  di^c  ubove  the 
Iiorizon,  red  and  fiery,  as  if  omineos  of  the 
bloody  strife  about  to  take  place,  the  boom  of 
a  single  cannon  shook  the  air,  and  all  became 
life  and  activity. 

With  a  quick  step,  the  young  Englishman 
descended  irom  the  spot  where  he  had  been 
standing,  paused  for  a  moment  or  two,  some 
twenty  paces  down  the  hill,  and  ga^ng  out 
towards  a  distant  point,  shading  his  eyes  with 
his  hand ;  then  resumed  his  course,  and  bent 
bis  steps  direct  towards  the  tent  of  William 
LoTet*  He  found  one  of  his  cousin's  servants 
at  the  entrance ;  and,  asking  the  man  whether 
his  master  were  up,  was  informed  that  he  had 
just  gone  forth. 

There  he  goes,  my  lord,  along  that  path,*' 
said  the  man,  pointing  still  farther  down  the 
hiU;  and,  instantly  advancing  with  a  quiok 
step,  Algernon  Grey  cut  him  off  just  as  lie 
reached  a  little  open  space,  which  divided  the 
tents  oi  tiie  English  and  Scotch  volunteers 
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£rom  the  grouad  occupied  by  a  small  party  q( 

Ah,  Algernon ejLclaiioed  Lovet,  tiuniisg 
round  at  the  sonnd  of  a  qaick  step ;  "  is  that 
yon?  I  wae  going  to  seek  yon;  fiir  therek  a 
rumour  that  Bavarian  foragers  are  in  sight.'* 

1  havt  eecQ  tlleB^'*  anawerad  Algenoa 
Grey,  in  a  tone  peculiarly  calm  and  gentle; 
^  at  least  I  haye  se^n  what  I  eouidar  to  be 
reconnoitring  parties  of  the  enemy.  A  battle 
is^  therefore,  eertam,  ere  the  day  be  OT«r ;  aad 
as  no  one  knows  who  may  come  out  of  this 
£eld  alive,  it  is  as  well  we  duHild  hare  a  pri- 
Tate  word  or  two  before  we  enter  it." 

Ah,  my  grare  eousni/*  cried  Lovet,  with  a 
laugh,  are  you  preparing  against  the  worst  I 
Good  ftdthi  I  never  think  it  worA  while  to 
fancy  that  the  ball  has  yet  been  cast  which  is 
destined  to  take  my  life/' 

**Nor  do  I  dwell  upon  saah  thoughts," 
aaswefsd  Algemon  Grey ;  ^  hat  still  thste  are 
particular  events,  my  good  coosia,  which  forw 
epoehs  in  the  life  of  man,  as  ethers  form 
epochs  in  the  histories  of  states^  and  il  is  as 
well  to  take  those  moments  lo  wind  ap  old 
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socomrts,  and  leave  the  coming  time  clear  and 
free  for  a  dilierent  course  of  actiou." 

There  was  something  pectdiar,  firm,  almost 
atern,  in  Algernon  Grey's  tone,  which  struck 
William  Lovet  a  good  deal,  for  he  had  rarely 
l^eard  that  tone  employed  towards  himself,  and 
he  knew  well  that  it  was  an  indication  of  his 
cousin's  mind  being  strongly  mored.  Never- 
theless  he  conld  not  restrain  his  ordinary 
jesting  spirit,  or  else  he  judged  that  light 
merriment  was  the  best  means  of  covering 
deeper  thoughts.  "  On  my  life,  Algernon,*'  he 
said,  if  you  vvisli  to  wind  up  our  accounts,  I 
cannot  agree,  for  I  have  not  the  ledger  here. 
It  is  a  large  book  n  nd  the  roll  of  long  standing 
— do  not  carry  it  about  me." 

"  I  do,"  answered  Algernon  Grey;  there 
is  the  last  item,"  and  he  put  into  his  cousin's 
band  the  letter  which  I  have  already  laid 
before  the  reader. 

\V  iiiiam  Lovet  took  it  and  opened  it.  The 
moment  his  eye  fell  upon  the  writing,  in  spite 
of  habitual  seli-commaud,  the  colour  slightly 
mounted  into  his  cheek,  and  his  lip  turned 
somewiiat  white.   The  neat  instant,  however 
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he  looked  up  with  a  clear  eye  and  a  enriing 

lip,  saying,  **  You  have  read  it  V* 

"Every  word/'  answered  Algernon  Grey, 
calmly*  "  It  was  given  to  me  as  a  paper  be- 
lotigiBg  to  myself,  and  I  read  it  thronghont: 
not  tinding  a  name  which  couid  lead  me  to  liie 
rlglit  owner,  till  the  last  few  lines  met  my  eye/* 
It  is  a  precious  epistle,''  said  lioyet,  hold- 
ing it  with  the  coolest  air  imaginable,  and 
then  placing  it  in  his  pocket;  '*not  quite  so 
eloquent  as  one  of  St.  PanFs — ^nor  so  editying, 
cousin  mine»  But  yet,  she  is  a  glorious  crea- 
ture, and,  as  yon  must  have  long  perceived,  I 
am  over  head  and  ears  in  love  with  her.** 

have  not  long  perceived  it,**  answered 
Algernon  Grey,  bitterly ; had  I  long  perceived, 
^ViIliam,  my  conduct  might  have  been  dif- 
ferent.— ^Yon  have  mistaken  me,  sir.  ItwonUL 
seem  that  you  cannot  comprehend  straight- 
forward conduct  and  direct  dealing ;  fi>r,  had 
you  done  so,  you  would  have  told  me  all  this 
when  Arst  we  met  after  so  long  a  parting. 
Instead  of  that,  by  crooked  means  aud  side- 
long instigations,  you  have  been  urging  ma  to 
steps  tending  to  the  gratification  of  your  own 
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wblies.  I  wUI  not  pause  to  recapitulate  all 
those  acts  aad  words,  the  true  meaning  of 
which  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  daj.  Saffice  it» 
that  you  loTe  this  woman,  or  her  great  wealth, 
ud  that  yon  hare  nsed  eyery  sort  of  artifice  to 
indace  me  to  take  these  steps,  which  must 
necessarily  tend  to  the  annulling  my  incom- 
plete marriage  with  herself — Is  it  not  so  V* 

"  Perfectly,"  answered  William  Lovet,  with 
the  coolest  possible  assurance ;  "  I  have  done 
so  most  deliberately  and  considerately ;  and  I 
trust  that  you  are  duly  grateful  for  it. — My 
dear  Algernon,  do  not  look  so  fierce.  Recoi« 
lect  that  I  am  not  one  on  whom  frowning 
brows  have  any  effect;  but  listen  to  a  little 
qoiet  reason ;  though,  I  must  say,  you  are  the 
most  unreasonable  man  I  evenuct  with.  2\ow, 
if  a  poor  man  has  an  oyster  in  his  hand  and 
wants  to  eat  the  delicate  fish,  he  must  open  it 
with  whatever  instrument  happens  to  be  near- 
est to  him.  Would  you  have  him  wait  till  he 
can  go  to  a  cutler's,  or  an  ironmonger's,  to  buy 
himself  an  oyster-knife?  If  he  has  a  dagger, 
he  uses  the  dagger ;  if  not,  he  takes  a  stone 
and  hammers  it  open ;  if  no  stone  is  at  han(i> 
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he  dashes  it  on  the  gfoimd  and  breaks  it  w. 

Thea  must  he  wait  for  ymegar  and  pepper,  a 
soft  manchet^roll  and  a  glass  of  sack  7  Oh^ 
no,  he  scoops  it  out  and  swallows  it  whole, 
licks  his  lips,  and  thanks  the  gods  for  the 
good  gift  of  oysters.  Snch  is  my  case :  I  took 
the  means  nesmt  at  hand  to  obtain  my  object 
and,  thinking  it  muck  better  for  your  honour 
and  credit,  that  700  sbonld  be  the  person  to 
decline  the  fuihlment  of  a  contract  passed  npon 
yon  by  a  ecwple  of  grey-headed  ^ndsires, 
than  that  the  lady  shooid  curtsey  low  and 
say,  I  wont,  I  prompted  yon  to  all  things 
that  i  thought  conduciire  to  your  happiness, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  my  litde  sdienies.— ^ 
Bat  see  what  an  ungrat^i  thing  is  man! 
Here  you  set  yourself  upon  the  pedestal  ef 
injored  innocence,  and  look  stout  and  stal* 
wart,  as  if  you  would  mi  the  throat  of  liie 
man  who  has  done  yon  the  greatest  possible 
service." 

Sendee  i  ^eselaimed  Algernon  Oiey.  ^Da 

you  call  this  service ?" 

'^To  be  sore/*  answered  Lovet,  langhing* 

**  A  pretty  life  you  would  have  led  with  this 
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ftir  lady.  There,  read  her  epiatle  over  again 
and  he  took  it  froia  his  pocket.  You  can* 
not  have  perused  it  earefully*  Kot  only  would 
jou  have  had  a  sweet  and  comiortabie  corn** 
panion,  full  of  matrimonial  tenderness  and 
domestic  duty,  but,  possibly,  a  tranquil  passage 
to  another  btate,  somewhat  more  speedy  than 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  unless  you  had 
a  special  taster  of  your  iooJ,  and  kept  all 
diarp  instrument^  under  lock  and  key." 

**Aud  can  you  really  dream  of  wedding 
aneh  a  thing  as  yon  describe?"  asked  his 
eousin. 

'*0h,  yes,  as  soon  as  she  is  wed-«b1e,** 

a  swered  William  Lovet.  '^I  am  a  very  fearless 
animal,  fond  of  riding  wild  horses,  and  know, 
moreover,  how  to  manage  them ;  but  in  this 
matter  do  as  you  like,  kind  coasin  Algemom 
Go  back,  if  it  so  please  you,  and  ratify  your 
boy's  marriage.  The  lady  will  soon  be  a 
widow,  I  will  warrant ;  or,  if  you  are  wise,  do 
as  I  have  always  urged  you,  take  some  step  to 
break  this  boyish  union — any  step  you  please ; 
you  will  iind  her  right  ready  to  second  your 
wishes ;  and  a  little  interest  at  court,  a  good 
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trord  to  tbe  bishops,  and  hnaUe  petftkm  to 

the  King  will  settle  the  matter  ia  six  weeks. 
However  j<m  maf  look  npoa  H  iioir,  I  shall 
expect  your  deep  gratitude  for  all  that  I  Imm 
dotte;  mod  when  jom  are  weddsd  to  tbe  Udf 
tiiat  you  loFe,  and  I  to  her  I  seek,  we  will 
eaob  rale  oar  hoiohold  in  diffaMBt  ways;  and 
we  will  aseet  at  Chris tmaatide  and  Easter, 
and,  like  a  conple  of  pair  of  eoeinf  dovas» 
congratulate  oarselyes  in  soli  mtmaars  on  oar 
aepatato  faappiaess.** 

"  My  gTfttitttde  wiU  be  limited  to  the  oosa* 
rion,  William,**  cried  his  eonsin ;  for  my  pact 
i  never  seek  to  see  yon  more.  X  find  ^t 
Irom  the  time  I  left  my  native  land,  yon  have 
been  seeking  to  witbboidtif  not  wiUidraw  £mn 
me,  the  ailections  of  <me  Ixmnd  to  me  by  ties 
she  should  have  thought  indiflM»luble.** 

^Afiection  that  you  never  sought  to  culti- 
vato  yoarsei^"  said  Lovet,  tartfy. 

**  I  was  bound,  as  you  well  know,  hy  a 

eolema  pledge  not  to  mtan  Ibr  ive  jetM^^ 

bald  Algernou  Grey ;    but,  at  all  events,  it  waf) 

not  a  eonsk's  part  nor  a  friiwi*s  to  stiive  to 

poison  my  domestic  p^ioe — nay,  nor  even  to 
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put  it  iu  peril,  for  who  can  say  whether  this 

ttumge  can  be  diflsolvad  ?~let  xm  apeak 

out,  for  time  wears,— if  we  botli  survive  this 
battle,  I  beaeech  yoa  retnn  to  RfagiEnd  witb 
all  possible  speed,  tell  your  fair  paramour,  that 
I  am  awasre  of  all,  and  that  I  will  take  inatant 
means  to  do  my  best  to^rards  her  kind  wishes 
being  f^atified,  that  tlie  oontraet  between 
her  and  me  shall  come  to  an  end ;  and,  at  the 
aame  tiaae,  entreat  her  to  nse  nA  those  keen 
measures  which  her  shrewd  wit  can  suggest, 
and  her  bold  courage  execute,  to  second  my 
endeavours.  Between  yon  both,  doabtiea6» 
you  will  find  the  mattt  r  easy.    So  farewell !" 

He  turned  upon  his  heel,  and  walked  a  few 
steps  away,  but  ere  he  liad  gone  far,  he 
heard  Lo¥et*s  ezelainuBg,  Algernon, 
Al^^craoa !" 

Were  you  ever  at  a  weddmg,"  aaked  hie 
cousin  coming  up,  as  he  paused,  where  a 
harah  old  lather,  taken  in  by  a  coaacing  giri, 
gave  his  daughter  away  to  the  very  man  she 
krredf — have  yon  not  aaen  how  ahe  eame 
back  to  kiss  the  dear  old  man  s  hand,  and 
seemed  reluctant  to  go,  and  talked  of  the  sweet 
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deBghto  of  her  domestic  home,  and  a  world 

of  canting  tenderne&s  taught  men  and  women 
from  their  childhood*  aboat  infimt  joys  and 
early  pleasures;  while,  in  her  heart,  she  felt 
like  a  freed  bird  with  the  door  of  its  cage  just 
open  I — Get  you  gone,  my  noble  cousin !  Ton 
are  like  this  same  hride ;  and,  say  what  you 
will,  this  letter  has  taken  a  load  of  care  from 
your  shoulderB ;  and,  on  my  life!  so  much  do 
I  love  you,  that,  had  I  known  how  balmy  and 
peacefol  would  be  its  effeete,  I  would  hare 
shown  it  to  you  long  ago.  There,  take  it  and 
keep  it  as  a  tender  memorial  of  your  dear  and 
devoted  Catherine ;  and,  whencTer  yon  think 
of  her  large,  flashing  black  eyes,  her  Jmo 
brow,  and  curling  Up,  read  some  passages  irom 
that  tender  epistle,  and,  ftlling  down  npon 
your  knees,  thank  Heaven  ibr  having  given 
you  sneh  a  cousin  as  mysel£*' 

will  keep  it,"  said  Algernon  Grey, 
taking  the  letter  from  his  hand ;  "  but  there  is 
one  thing,  my  good  consin,  which,  for  your  own 
sake,  yott  should  know.  This  is  not  the  first 
intimation  that  I  have  bad  of  my  so-called 
wife  s  infidelity  to  her  engagements  with  me, 
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though  it  is  the  first,  that  you,  my  kinsman 
and  companion,  had  a  share  in  her  breach 
of  faith.  Perhaps  you  do  not  understand  my 
meaning ;  but  yon  must  be  of  a  different  wit 
from  tliut  I  think,  if  you  so  softly  believe  the 
woman  who  would  thus  act  towards  me  will 
treat  you  better." 

'*0h,  you  speak  of  sundry  small  amours 
with  which  the  sweet  lady  has  consoled  the 
weary  hours  of  my  long  absence/'  answered 
Lovet,  with  his  cheek  a  little  heated;  ''that 
will  be  easily  pardoned,  and  my  presence  will 
set  all  right  again. — I  am  no  jealous  fool, 
Algernon,  and  can  pardon  a  reasonable  amount 
of  coquetry  in  a  lovely  woman,  left  with  no  one 
to  keep  her  thoughts  from  stagnating."  And 
liovet  turning  away  with  a  laugh,  took  bis 
way  back  to  his  own  tent 

There  are  some  minds  unto  which  the  dis- 
covery of  baseness  and  treachery  in  those  who 
have  been  trusted,  is  so  painful  as  to  coun- 
terbalance, and  even  more  than  counterbalance, 
any  portion  of  relief  and  happiness  that  is 
sometimes  obtained  under  the  over-ruling 
hand  of  fate,  from  the  very  means  employed 
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to  tbvtrl,  to  griero,  aiMl  to  disappoiiil 
gueh  wM  the  case  with  AlgerJK>a  Urey  in  the 
fi«0»t  uMtaiiee.  It  smst  not  he  denied  that 
it  was  a  relief  to  him  to  feel  lie  had  a  rea* 
•oily  a  notiw,  a  j«9t  ca«se  tow  striTing,  bj 
every  meaiui>  to  aoaul  a  eoatract  which  kad 
been  entered  into  rather  by  hk  paraits  tha& 
Jhiwaelfy  long  ere  be  bad  the  power  <^  jodging, 
or  acting,  on  his  own  behalf ;  but  jet  the 
ehiveeter  of  bit  eoua  now  stood  beim  bim 

iu,  all  iu  naked  deformity ;  and  it  offered  a 

peinfUi  anlfleet  of  eonte»|ilarimi»  wbiek  no 
prospect  of  happiness  eould  banish. 

He  would  fiuii  bavo  bed  a  few  nuHnente  ftr 
thought;  aod  was  turning  his  steps  towards 
hie  own  tent,  when  a  btfge  party  of  young  men 
advaocuig  towiurds  him  impeded  his  way,  and 
the  next  moment  the  voiee  of  the  younger 
.Prince  of  Anbalt  calling  him  hj  name^  made 
.bfan  tttfn  towards  the  slope  above.  Wb^ 
he  perceived  that  the  Englishman  heard  him, 
lie  waved  him  up ;  and  as  soon  as  Algernon 
was  by  bis  side,  he  exclaimed,  "Come 
hither,  come  hitlier,  I  have  bomethiug  to  show 

yon." 
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•*  I  thiak  I  know  what  yoa  would  say,  ray 
Prince ;  I  hare  already  seen  some  parties  iu 
that  wood  towards  Piben,"  anawered  Alger* 
BOD,     They  are  BaTariaaa,  I  ahoald  think/' 

^Tken  the  hattle  is  certain/'  said  Christian 
of  Aahalt.  You  will  charge  with  me»  will 
you  not?" 

Aaavredly/*  rejilied  Algernon  Qrey ;  but 

I  think  we  had  better  communicate  the  newa 
to  your  &ther,  aa  thace  may  be  yet  tioM^ 

if  we  can  get  the  men  to  work,  to  strengtheu 
oar  position  hero  a  iittlo/' 

Come  then,  come,  "  said  the  young  Prince; 

^he  will  be  glad  to  see  yoo«  I  told  him  half 

an  hour  ago  of  ilie  news  you  brought  last 
flight  from  Praguo ;  and  he  aaid*  *  Qod  send 
the  Queen  haye  power  enough  to  make  her 
hnsband  oomo;  bat  I  doubt  it/<^I  doubt 
too,  to  tell  you  the  truths  my  friend ;  and 
Ua  preeenoe  at  tkia  moBMnt  we^e  wonk 
ten  thousand  men. — Will  your  cousin  be  of 
our  baadt  I  aaw  yoa  speaking  with  him  just 
now.** 

^  We  spoke  together  for  the  fast  time,  per^ 

hapsy  in  life,"  answered  Algernon  Grey ;  he 
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has  done  me  wrong — Im  been  doing  so  for 

jears  ' 

**  And  you  haye  found  him  oat  at  lengtb,** 
said  Christian  of  Auhalt»  interruptiug  him  with 
a  smile.  *^We  hare  understood  him  better. 
There  is  not  a  man  in  the  camp  who  wouU 
trust  him.** 

And  yet,  '  answered  Algernon  Grey^^'lie 
is  a  good  soldier,  and  a  brave  man.  You  had 
better  have  him  and  his  people  with  you." 

"  Not  I,"  answered  Christian  of  Anhalt. 
**Tme  it  is,  my  friend*  we  cannot  unveil  the 
Luioras  of  those  who  surround  us,  and  ste  tLe 

thoughts  and  purposes  within ;  but,  ob  my 
life  I  were  it  possible,  I  would  not  take  one  man 
along  with  me,  when  I  go  to  fall  upon  the 
enemy's  ranks,  whose  heart  is  not  pure  and 
high,  whose  thoughts  and  purposes  as  they 
lie  open  to  the  eye  of  God,  migiit  not  lie  open 
to  the  eye  of  man.  And  shall  I  have  the 
company  of  one  I  know  to  be  a  viUain  I  I 
always  fancy  that  it  is  such  men  as  this  who 
bring  the  bullets  most  thick  amongst  us.** 

Algernon  Grey  shook  his  head  with  a  mgh, 
for  he  was  well  aware  that  in  the  wise  bol 


Digitized  by 


HEIDELBERQ. 


41 


mysterious  ways  of  Heaven,  the  lead  and  the 
steel  as  often  seek  out  the  noble  and  the  good 
as  the  mean  and  the  wicked. 

While  they  had  been  thus  conversing,  they 
had  walked  on  towards  the  tent  of  the  gene- 
ral, whom  they  found  seated  with  several  other 
officers  taking  a  hasty  meal.  The  intelligence 
they  gave  soon  brought  that  meal  to  a  con« 
dnsion ;  and  for  several  hours  every  eflTort  was 
made  to  induce  the  men  to  strengthen  the 
position  of  the  Bohemian  army  on  the  hill. 
The  spirit  of  insubordination,  however,  was  too 
strong  for  anthority*  Some  wonid  not  work 
at  all,  saying  that  they  were  soldiers  and 
not  grave-diggers.  Some  slunk  away  after 
having  begun ;  and  none  but  a  few  English 
and  Germans  exerted  themselves  with  any- 
thmg  like  energy  and  perseverance. 

Little,  very  little  was  effected ;  and,  in  ihe 
mean  while,  news  came  from  the  various  re- 

contioitring  parties  which  had  been  thrown  out, 
of  the  rapid  approach  of  the  Austrian  and 
liavariau  army.  Some  had  caught  sight  of 
one  body,  some  of  another ;  but  still  the  day 
wore  on  ere  they  appeared  in  sight ;  and  the 
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Prince  of  Hohenloe^  aud  several  others  of  the 
commanders^  began  to  doubt  that  a  batda 


Old  ChriaftiaB  of  Anhalt  shook  his  head; 

Maximilian  of  Bayaria»"  ho  8aid»  ^  witt 
fight  as  soon  as  ho  eomes  up,  depend  npon 
it;  he  must  either  fight  or  starve;  and  one 
n%ht  to  him  is  of  more  eonseqnonce  than  6?eii 
to  us. 

All  that  the  individual  exertions  of  a  Hian 
oottid  effeet»  was  done  by  the  old  Prinoe  him* 
self.  He  strove  to  the  best  of  his  power  to 
array  and  enconrage  the  forees«  He  told  them 

that  the  King  would  be  with  theuL  in  an  kouf. 

He  pointed  to  the  waUa  and  guns  of  Pragoe^ 

and  said,  that  with  &\ich  support  as  that,  with 
strong  hands  and  brave  hearts,  thsy  had  no 
need  to  fear  any  army  were  it  of  ten  times 
their  own  nnmbeta.  His  eonntenanee  was 
gay  and  cheeriul,  as  he  rode  from  rank  to 
rank,  whatever  donbts  might  be  in  his  heart; 
but  he  failed  in  raising  the  spirits  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  troops ;  and  by  all,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cavalry  under  the  com- 
mand  of  his  so%  he  was  listened  to  with  daU 


would  take  place  that  day. 
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tnd  heavy  biow8»  aad  u  Mpect  of  doubt  ud 

imcert&iatjr. 
When  he  md  h»  Utile  tram  had  reached  the 

Budciie  oi  the  Une»  a  horseman  rode  up  to  liiiu 
from  Prapie,  and  spoke  a  tew  words  in  a  low 
tone.  The  old  man  e  obsek  grew  red ;  aad  he 
muttered  betwe^  hb  teeth;  **Ib  the  church  ! 
Bin  and  death !  What  does  he  in  the  ehnrch? 
Why  does  he  not  pray  here  in  the  eye  of  the 
God  el  battles,  and  m  the  presence  of  his 
soldiers  ?" 

I  shall  hate  to  go  and  «al  Scahetns's 

throat,  to  stop  his  long-winded  preaehiug/' 
said  the  Prince's  soii»  who  was  close  by. 

•*  Hush,"  cried  the  old  general ;  and,  raising 
his  Toiee,  he  added  in  load  tone,  ^*the  King 
will  be  here  immediately^  my  friends;  and 
nnder  his  e^  e  von  will  floht  for  his  crown  and 
your  own  rights.  ' 

**The  heads  of  the  eolnmns  are  appearing 
on  the  right,  your  Highness,'*  said  Algernon 
Grey,  in  a  whisper. 

1  am  glad  of  it,"  answered  Christian  of 
Anhalt.  *^  The  sooner  this  is  oirer,  the  better.~ 
Some  one  ride  down  to  those  Hungarians;  tell 


44 


HSIDSLBUG 


them  to  bend  baek  upon  the  hill ;  so  &r  ad- 
vanced, they  show  our  flank  to  the  enemy.  Let 
their  right  rest  npon  yon  little  sammer-hoase; 
it  is  quite  far  enough  adraneed.  You  sro, 
Lenepp;  and,  riding  on,  he  continned  his 
exhortations  to  the  men,  every  now  and  then 
sending  off  an  oflBeer  with  orders  to  one  part 
or  another  of  the  line ;  aiter  having  reached 
die  end,  he  turned  his  horse,  and,  aeeompaaied 
by  the  Prinoe  of  Hohenloe  and  the  rest,  rode 
np  at  a  qniek  paoe  to  the  l^hest  part  on  the 
hill,  beckoning  to  the  man  who  bad  brought 
him  news  from  Prague  to  follow.  His  first 
attention  was  directed  to  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  whose  regiments  wm  now  gathering 
thick  in  the  plain  below. 

A  cloud  of  I%ht  troops,  manoenvring  hither 
and  thither,  almost  as  if  in  sport,  concealed,  in 
some  degree,  what  was  taking  place  in  the 
main  body  of  the  army ;  but  the  experieneed 
eye  of  the  old  commander  was  not  to  be 
deeeiTed ;  and  once  or  twice  he  mnrmnred  to 
liimi>elf,  "  If  he  does  that,  and  we  are  vvibe,  iie 
is  rained — ^We  shall  soon  see-^now,  sur,  what 
is  going  on  in  Prague  Y*  and  he  turned  to  the 
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officer  who  had  just  arrived  from  the  city: 
*^  Playing  you  say,  and  preaching  too,  I  sup* 
pose.    What  more  ?" 

Why,  SeMMting^  your  Highness/'  answered 

tlie  youug  man,  drily ;  **  tlieie  is  a  great  bau- 
qnet  prepared  for  the  court  afker  the  morning 

sen' ice. 

A  banquet!"  exclaimed  the  old  Prince 

furiously ;  "  God's  life !  who  will  there  be  to 
eat  it? — Yes,  he  will  try  to  cross — ^No,  he  is 
coming  farther  on. — Praying,  and  preaching, 
and  fisasting,  with  fifty  thousand  men  at  the 
gates ! — Has  any  one  got  a  bible  here  T' 

I  have/*  answered  a  young  pale  man, 
standing  by  on  foot ;  and  he  handed  a  small 
Yolnme  to  the  old  commander* 

Let  me  see,"  continued  Christian  of  Anhalt, 
**  this  is  the  twenty-third  Sunday  after  Trinity, 
is  it  uqH  and  the  gospel  is  the  twenty-second 
of  St.  Matthew ;  let  me  see  and  he  sought 
out  the  chapter  he  spoke  of,  and  ran  his  eye 
over  it  in  silence  for  a  minute  or  two  :  "  Ah !" 
he  said,  at  length,  reading  from  the  book; 

Render  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  arc 
Cseear's,  and  unto  God  the  thmgs  that  are 
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Ood's' — hntt  by  my  grey  hair!  holt  mam 

Cssar  to  take  them;  aj,  and  to  take  more 
than  his  own  too ;  so^we  moet  try  ud  prevent 
him, — NoW)  my  good  cousui  of  Hobenloe,  see  if 
you  caa  make  ottt  what  MaxuniUaa  of  BaTaria 
and  that  damned  Walloon,  Bucquoy,  are  doing.** 
^^Methinka  they  are  going  to  attaidc  ^ 
city  on  the  other  side/'  answered  the  Prince  of 
Hohenloe,  who  was  in  eomnnud  of  the  troops 
which  had  been  gathered  on  the  Weissenberg 
daring  old  Anhal^s  retreat. 

No,''  answered  the  other,  ^  no;  they  are 
looking  for  a  bridge.  They  will  not  show  as 
their  flank,  depend  apon  it.  That  woold  be  a 
greater  fault  than  that  which  they  are  going 

tooommit   Bide  down  to  year  men.  Christian, 

my  boy ;  wheel  them  a  little  upon  their  right, 
aboat  the  eighth  of  a  eunde ;  and  be  ready  at  a 
moment's  notice.  I  will  send  down  the  lilug- 
lishmen  to  yoa,  when  I  see  more." 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  passed,  during 
which  the  movements  of  the  enemy  seemed 
wavering  and  uncertain;  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  however,  eloads  of  skirmishers,  Croats 
and  Albanians,  as  they  were  called,  began  to 
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appear  on  the  nearer  side  of  the  river.  **tt 
fiiaj  yet  be  a  temty'*  mid  Cfaristiaii  of  Anhalt ; 
*  it  may  yet  be  a  feint. — They  are  getting  upoa 
that  swampy  goimd.  Em  miimtes  more  and 
they  cannot  help  themselves.  By  heavens! 
their  oolnmns  are  broken.  What  is  Man* 
milian  of  Bavaria  about  i — ^he  is  trying  to  turn 
the  nare1i<^The  Aostrians  still  eome  on — ^look, 
k>ok,  they  are  separating ;  they  will  never  get 
their  artillery  over  that  little  bridge! — Now, 
oonsin  of  Hobenloe^  now  noble  lords  and 

gentlemen,  the  moment  of  victory  is  before  us, 
if  we  choose  totakeit  In  aqimrter  of  an  hour, 
the  marsh,  the  stream,  and  a  bridge  oi'  a  span 
wide  will  be  between  Bncqnoy  and  the  Bake. 
Let  ufi  sweep  down  upon  the  Bavarian,  who 
ki  already  in  eonfmioii.  We  are  more  than 
double  bis  numbers ;  he  can  receive  no  support 
from  tlie  Austrians ;  and  if  there  be  a  thousand 
gallant  men  in  our  army,  he  is  irretrievably 
nuMd.  The  same  movement  brings  ns  on  the 
flank  of  Bucquoy ;  and  he  is  between  us  and 
^  guns  of  Pragiie.-^I  say,  let  ns  chai^ 
at  OQoe  as  (me  man,  and  the  day  is  ours.** 
^  But  yoa  do  not  eonttder,  Anhalt,**  said  the 
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Prince  of  Hohenloey  "  that  we  should  so  lose 
the  advantage  of  our  position ;  here,  upon  a 
high  hilly  they  must  climh  to  attack  us,  and 
undergo  oar  whole  fire  as  they  adYance.*' 

*^  God  of  Ueayea !"  cried  Christian  of 
Anhalt. 

*^  I  thiuk/'  said  another  general  o&eer,  close 
by,  **that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  give  up  the 
great  advantage  of  this  ground,  which  we  have 
taken  sueh  pains  to  obtain.'* 

Besides,'*  said  another, "  if  we  should  be  re* 
pnsled  there,  we  lose  the  support  of  Prague,  and 
are  totally  cut  oSl  irom  the  city;  we  should  fight 
to  a  disadvantage,  and  have  no  plaee  of  retreat.** 

If  we  could  count  upon  the  zeal  and  stea* 
diness  of  our  men,"  cried  another,  "  I  should 
join  my  voice  to  the  Prince  of  Anhalt's ;  but  I 
very  much  douht  them.  I  believe  that  oue- 
half  would  disperse  ere  we  met  the  enemy/* 

The  old  commauder  bat  upon  his  horse  iu 
silence,  with  his  teeth  set,  and  his  bare  hands 
clasped  so  light  together,  that  a  part  of  the 
brown  fingers  became  quite  white.  Yon  are 
losing  the  only  opportunity  of  victory,"  he  said, 
at  length.     Nay,  it  is  already  lost.  TheBa* 
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Tarians  have  turned  the  marsh ;  the  Austriaaa 
are  passing  the  bridge.  Ere  we  coald  reach 
them,  they  will  be  oaoe  more  aaitedt  Now, 
noaght  is  to  be  thought  of,  but  to  make  as 
good  a  fight  here  as  we  can.  You,  Uohenloe, 
take  the  left  ;  I  command  upon  the  right. 
Let  our  artillery  open  tbeir  fire  upon  the  enemy 
jiuvv.  We  may  do  something  to  break  them 
ae  they  advance.  Let  us  each  to  oar  poet; 
and,  in  God  s  name,  do  our  best!" 

Thus  saying,  he  turned  his  horse  to  ride 
away ;  but,  after  having  gone  some  twenty  or 
thirty  yards,  he  called  up  one  of  his  train,  and 
said  in  a  low  yoice,  "  Ride  to  the  oommauders 
of  regiments,  and  tell  them  in  private,  that  in 
case  of  a  disaster,  wiiich  God  forefend,  they  are 
to  rally  their  men  upon  Brandeis.  The  eam^ 
paign  is  not  at  an  end,  though  a  battle  may  be 
ket ;  and,  if  Prague  does  its  duty,  with  the 
help  of  Mansfeld,  we  may  still  deleat  the 
enemy,  and  save  the  crown— >Here,  my  young 
friend,"  he  continued,  beckoning  to  Algernon 
Grey,  "  go  to,  my  son  and  tell  him  to  ply  back 
to  his  former  ground  with  the  cavalry.  Let 
him  kiiOW  that  1  have  been  over  ruled ;  and, 
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therefore,  that  moFemeat  was  yam.  He  wiU 
now,  as  far  as  I  see,  have  the  Bavariaii  cavaby 
in  front.  We  jnnst  try  early  what  a  chaige 
upon  thein  will  do ;  but  bid  him,  if  successful, 
not  to  pursue  too  far,  but  turn  upon  the  flank 
of  the  infantry  and  charge  again*  I  will  send 
him  an  order  when  it  is  time." 

Thus  saying,  he  proceeded  on  his  way; 
and  Algernon  Grey,  galloping  down  to  th0 
cavalry  under  the  younger  l^riuce  Christian, 
delivered  his  &ther's  message. 

"  See  what  it  is  to  join  fools  with  wise  men," 
said  yonng  Christian  of  Anhalt,  in  a  low  bitter 
tone.    **  They  have  ruined  us." 

Indubitably,"  answered  Algernon  Grey; 

and  llie  same  timid  spirit,  if  it  acts  here,  will 
render  the  battle  but  a  short  one.  I  will  josi 
^ve  some  orders  to  my  people,  in  case  of  the 
worst,  and  then  take  my  place ;  fi>r  they  are 
coming  on  fast." 

Thus  saying,  he  turned  his  horse  and 
cantered  quickly  round  to  a  spot  just  over  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  where  the  baggage  had  been 

collected  and  left  uuder  the  charge  of  the 

ordinary  servants  of  the  officers,  with  a  small 
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guard.   *^  Here,  Frill/'  he  eried,  as  soon  as  he 

could  diid  his  own  people,  tell  the  rnea  to  keep 
the  horses  saddled,  and  the  lighter  baggage 
charged ;  let  them  lead  the  grey  and  the  roan 
down  towards  the  gate  of  the  town,  with  one  of 
the  sumpter-horses,  and  have  the  barb  brought 
up  behind  that  tree,  in  case  this  should  be 
killed.  Keep  yonrself  just  over  the  edge  of 
the  hill,  to  be  out  of  ihe  fire.  There  is  no  use 
of  risking  yoor  life,  my  poor  boy.'* 

**  I  should  like  to  see  the  battle,  my  lord," 
said  the  lad;  **no  harm  happened  to  me  at 
Bakonitz,  though  I  had  my  beaver  shot 
through/* 

Nonsense/'  answered  his  master ;  do  as 
I  have  ordered,  and  let  me  not  see  yon  above 
the  hill.  You  have  money  with  you,  I  think, 
in  case  of  need?^ 

The  boy  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
Algernon  Grey,  turning  his  horse,  rode  back  to 
the  cavalry  under  Prince  Ciiristian  of  Anhalt, 
and  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  his  own  men. 
The  Austrians  were  by  this  time  within  three 
liuii tired  yards  of  the  foot  of  the  hill,  upon 
the  troops,  ranged  along  the  edge  of  which 
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their  artillery  was  playing  with  very  little 
efSaet  The  gmm  of  the  Bohenuan  army,  how- 
ever, though  only  tea  in  nuuiber,  were  better 
placed  and  better  serred ;  and  at  the  moment 
when  Algernon  Grey  returned  to  the  scene  of 
the  eommenein;  itrift,  the  halls  from  a  battery 
of  four  large  pieces  were  ploughing  through 
the  nmka  of  a  strong  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  just  in  iront,  creating  tremendous  con- 
fusion and  disarray.  He  had  not  bem  three 
minutes  with  his  troop,  when,  looking  to  the 
right,  he  saw  a  Gbrman  officer  galloping 
furiously  along  towards  the  young  Prince  of 
Anhalt,  and  seeming  to  call  alond  to  him  as  he 
advanced,  though  the  roar  of  the  artillery 
prerented  his  words  from  b^ng  heard.  The 
next  moment,  however,  the  yomg  Prince 
waved  his  sword  high  in  the  air,  and  shouted 
^<  Charge!"  The  word  passed  along  from 
mouth  to  mouth }  and  at  oaee  the  spurs  were 
driven  into  the  horses'  sides ;  the  animals 
sprang  forward ;  and  down  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
the  whole  of  the  cavalry  of  the  letlt  was  hurled 
like  a  thnnderbolt  upon  the  i^t  wing  of  the 
enemy.   Everything  gave  way  before  them. 
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Men  and  horsM  rolled  over  in  the  shoek ;  the 
standard  of  the  Walloons  fell ;  the  cavalry  was 
driren  back  upon  the  infimtry;  the  iniantrj 
was  thrown  into  confusion.  A  force  of  Auiitriau 
horae^  brought  op  to  the  sapport  of  the  Wal- 
loons, was  broken  in  a  moment ;  and  in  that 
part  of  the  field,  for  some  ten  or  fifteen  miniites, 
the  victory  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  Bo- 
hemians; but,  when  all  leemed  fiiT<mrable,a  thin 
liard-ieatured  mai],  ridins:  upon  a  black  horse, 
wheeled  a  large  body  of  Bayarian  pike^men, 
supported  by  a  regiment  of  arquebossiers,  upon 
the  young  Ptinee'e  triumphant  oaTalry.  A 
fierce  volley  of  small  arms  instantly  followed, 
%B  Christian  of  Anhalt  was  plunging  his  horse 
among  the  pikes ;  and  the  young  leader  fell  at 
onoe  almost  at  the  ftet  of  Tilly*  Algernon 
Grey's  horse  went  down  at  the  same  instant^ 
but,  8tar&ig  up,  he  endeavoured  to  drag  Us 
£riend  ^om  amongst  the  pikes,  receiving  a 
slight  wound  in  the  shoulder  while  so  doing ; 
and,  as  the  blow  foroed  him  to  let  go  his  hold 
for  a  moment,  two  strong  Bavarians  grasped 
the  Prinoe  by  the  bucklings  of  the  cuirass  and 
dragged  him  witkm  the  line.    Another  strove 
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to  seize  the  young  Englisbmaii ;  but  striking 
him  fiercely  orer  the  head  with  his  sword, 
Algeruoii  ireed  himself  from  his  grasp,  and 
spriDgiDg  baek,  caught  a  inaetelees  horae 
that  was  running  near,  and  vaulted  into  the 
saddle. 

The  trampets  of  the  Bohemian  cavuirj  were 
sonndiDg  a  retreat ;  and  spurring  after  them 
with  two  of  his  own  men,  who  hud  hastened 
to  his  aid,  Algernon  Grey  reaseended  the  hill, 
and  rallied  his  troop  into  something  like  order. 
All  the  rest  of  the  field,  however,  was  one  wild 
scene  of  confusion.  Clouds  of  smoke  and  dust 
rolled  between  the  yarions  masses  of  the  army, 
hardly  permitting  the  eye  to  distinguish  which* 
bodies  were  keefmig  dieir  ground,  whieh  wm 
flying;  but  one  thing  was  clear;  the  enemy 
were  advancing  steadily  np  the  hill ;  and  the 
Bavarian  eavaliy  rallied,  and  in  good  order, 
outflanking  the  Bohemian  line,  were  preparing 
to  charge  their  lately  victorious  toes.  The 
German  infantry,  towards  the  centre  of  the 
Bohemian  line,  seemed  lirm  enough ;  bat  the 
Tranqrlvanians,  who  bad  been  seen  upon  the 
right  at  the  commencement  of  the  fight,  wei« 
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no  longer  to  be  perceived;  and  regiment  after 
regiment  of  the  Austrian  troops  pouring  on  in 
that  direcUaUy  showed  that  the  ground  there 
was  dear  of  opposition. 

Mj  lord,  my  lord,*'  said  a  youthiul  voice» 
as  Algernon  Orey  was  gazing  around  hini^ 

the  day  is  lost.   All  the  savages  have  iied  ; 
and  the  whole  right  is  in  confusbn  and  dis- 
anray ;  the  men  scampering  hither  and  thither,  . 
and  drowning  themselves  in  the  Moldaa/* 

Go  back,  go  back  to  the  place  I  told  you/' 
replied  Algernon ;  "  wait  there  for  me ;  bat 
tell  the  men  to  get  all  the  baggage  as  near  the 
gate  they  can. — My  lord,  the  count/'  he 
d>ntini]ed|  riding  np  to  an  old  officer,  who  was 
advancing,  "  one  more  charge  for  the  honour 
of  o«r  anus.*' 

«*With  all  my  heart,*'  said  old  Count 
Schliek ;  ^  where 's  the  boy.  Christian  ?  He 
did  that  charge  right  gailaiitlj/' 

**  He  18  wounded  and  taken,  my  lord,"  an* 
swered  Algernon  Grey# 

Then  I  will  head  the  men/'  said  the  Count; 

they  will  follow  grey  hair  as  well  as  brown, 
I  will  warrant— Let  us  away/' 
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Hiding  oa  to  the  hodj  of  cavalry  wliicii  had 
rallied,  the  old  Bohemian  ftobleman  pnt  hin* 
self  at  their  head;  the  word  was  giyea  to 

charge;  and  once  more,  though  with  less 
spirit  and  in  diminished  numbers,  thej  swept 

down  to  meet  the  advancing  enemy.  The 
right  of  their  horse  enooontering  a  body  of 

Walloon  cavalry,  forced  them  to  recoil;  and 

there  the  Bohemian  horsemen  were  soon  min-^ 
gled  with  the  foe  hand  to  hand.  But  on  the  left 
they  fonnd  their  advance  opposed  by  a  steady 

regiment  of  Bavarian  pikemen,  flanked  as  be- 
fore by  arquebiissiers.  The  fiivt  line  hesitaled, 
and  drew  in  the  rein  at  the  sight  of  the  forest  oi 
pikes  before  them*  A  disdiarge  of  musketry 
took  them  in  the  flank,  and  in  an  instant  all 
was  confusion,  disarray,  and  flight.  Abost 
four  hundred  horse,  with  the  old  Count  and 
Algernon  Grey,  were  left  in  the  midst  of  the 
imperial  army,  no  longer  united  as  a  single 
mass,  but  broken  into  smaO  parties  of  com- 
batants; and  it  soon  became  evidmt  that  the 
strife  could  not  be  maintained  any  longer. 

^  Away,  away  !*'  cried  the  Count,  riding  past 
the  young  Englishman;      have  ordered  the 
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trmnpett  to  sound  a  retreat»— biit»  in  Heayen't 
namei  let  as  save  our  standard/' 

As  he  spoke,  he  pointed  to  a  spot  where  a 
banner  was  iloating  sUll,  in  the  midst  of  a  Urge 
party  of  the  enemy ;  and  gathering  together  as 
many  of  his  own  men  as  he  could,  Algernon 
Chrey  made  a  charge  with  the  old  Bohemian  at 
Us  side,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  recover  it.  Bat 
the  effort  was  in  vain ;  as  they  poured  down 
upon  the  enemy,  a  pistol  shot  struck  the 
standard-bearer  from  his  horse,  and  closing 
ronnd  the  little  troop  of  English  and  Bohe* 
mians,  the  Walloons  soon  brought  many  a 
brave  heart  to  the  ground.  Algernon  Orej 

thought  of  Agues  Herbert ;  there  was  nothing 

bat  death  or  eaptivi^  if  he  staid  to  strike 

another  stroke;  all  was  evidently  lost;  no  ob- 
ject was  to  be  obtataed,  and,  turning  his  horse, 
he  cleared  the  way  with  his  sword,  and  gal- 
loped ttp  the  hill,  passing  under  a  furious  fire 
from  the  musketeers,  who  were  already  in  his 
rtar* 

When  he  reached  the  summiti  he  perceived 
how  Tain  had  been  even  the  last  eSort  Osr- 

yalry  and  iuiiantry  of  the  Bohemian  army  were 
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all  flying  togethen  Tbe  field  presented  a 
complete  rout,  except  where,  at  various 
points,  appeared  an  Austrian  or  Bayarian 
regiment,  already  in  possession  of  the  hilL 
The  artillery,  the  greater  part  of  the  baggage, 
and  all  the  tents,  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy ;  and,  spurring  on  like  lightning 
through  the  perils  that  surrounded  him,  the 
young  Englishman  at  length  reaehed  the  tree 
where  the  page  was  waiting,  with  his  own 
horse  and  a  fresh  one  for  his  master.  Spring- 
ing to  the  ground,  Algernon  snatched  his  pistols 
from  the  saddlc-bow,  and  leaped  upon  tbe 
back  of  the  other  charger. 

Mount  and  follow,  mount  and  follow, '  he 
eried  to  the  page,  and  then  dashed  on  towards 
the  gates  of  Prague. 

As  he  approached,  he  looked  eagerly  round 
for  his  servants  and  baggage,  at  the  spot  where 
he  had  appointed  them  to  be;  bat  they  were 
not  to  be  seen ;  though,  as  compared  with  the 
rest  of  the  field,  the  gronnd  and  the  road  in 
Iront  of  the  gates  were  nearly  solitary ;  for 
the  stream  of  fugitiyes  had  taken  another 
direction.  As  be  gazed  forward,  however^  he 
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saw  some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  tower  in  the 
very  act  of  unlocking  the  chain  of  the  portcul- 
lis; and  judging  rigktlj  what  was  about  to  take 
place,  he  struck  his  spurs  into  his  horse's  sides 
and  dashed  oyer  the  drawbridge.  A  guard 
presented  a  partisan  to  his  breast,  ealling» 
Stand  back !  We  have  orders-**' 
Bat  Algernon  Grey  turned  the  weapon 
aside  with  his  sword;  the  horse  in  its  furious 
career  dashed  the  man  to  the  ground;  and 
ere  any  one  else  could  oppose,  the  young  ca- 
valier and  the  page  were  Lotli  within  the  walls 
of  Prague. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

• 


In  the  fine  old  Dom  church  of  Prague,  ant 

Fredericy  ^king  of  Bohemia,  and  many  of  the 
principal  penonages  of  his  court.  The  fiuBt 
auoahine  of  a  cold  November  day  ahooe  through 
the  tall  windows^  and  one  of  the  pale  chilly 
beams  Ughted  on  the  bald  head  and  white  hair  of 
an  old  man  raised  above  the  rest  in  a  high  pul- 
pit, who,  with  outstretched  arm  and  Tehemenc 
gesticulation,  was  declaiming  violently  against 
^  the  woman  of  the  seven  hills,  and  all  who 
bore  about  with  them  the  mark  of  the  Beast/^ 
His  piety,  indeed,  was  somewhat  blasphemous, 
and  his  illustratbns  exaggerated  in  character 
and  homely  in  language,  till  they  became  almost 
hdicTDUs;  but  still  there  was  a  fieioe,  rude 
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eloqueDce  about  idm,  which  captivated  his 
bearers  and  enchained  their  attention.  Every 
eye  was  turned  towards  him,  every  ear  was  beat 
to  hear,  when  iiuddealy  a  dull  heavy  sound 
shook  the  boildtngi  and  made  the  easements 
rattle  in  their  frames. 

The  preadier  paused;  the  congregation  turned 
round  and  gased  in  each  other's  faces ;  and  then» 
roar  after  roar,  came  the  peal  of  the  artillery 
from  the  field  where  all  Frederic's  hopes  were 
to  find  their  final  overthrow. 

The  young  monarch  started  up  with  alookof 
consternation ;  the  congregation  followed ;  and 
all  seemed  taken  by  suipiisey  and  liinnderstruck 
at  an  event  which  might  have  been  foreseen  by 
themselves^  and  had  been  foreseea  bj  others  for 

weeks  before*  Bnt  there  ave  states  of  moral 

apathy — lethargies  as  it  were  of  the  mind,  which 
seem  sent  by  fiite  to  prevent  the  near  impending 
destruction  from  giving  to  the  doomed  a  warn* 
ing  to  fly  from  its  approach.  Remonstrances 
had  often  reached  Frederic's  ear;  urgent 
ap]>oals  had  been  made  to  his  judgment;  every 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  movements  had 
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been  communicated  to  him — bat,  sunk  in  list- 
less idienesSi  or  carried  away  by  the  pursuit  of 
pleasure,  or  wrapt  in  the  viaions  of  a  fanatical 
religion,  he  would  not  listen,  or  he  would  not 
believe,  tiU  the  cannoa  of  the  field  of  Prague 
roused  him  thus  at  once  in  horror  and  wonder 
irom  the  long  torpor  in  which  he  had  lain. 

The  battle  had  begun,  and  he  was  absent ; 
his  subjects  and  his  friends  were  shedding  their 
blood  in  his  defence,  and  he  was  not  there  to 
shave  their  peril  and  direct  their  efforts*  But 
it  was  still  not  too  late,  he  thought.  Ue  w  ouid 
fly  to  the  field ;  he  would  encourage  his  soldiers 
by  his  presence ;  he  would  put  himself  in  the 
front  of  his  host ;  he  would  perish  or  presenre 
the  crown  he  had  gained*  He  hearkened  not  to 
the  preacher,  though  Scultetus  in  a  loud  voice 
csUed  on  all  to  wait  and  listen  to  a  concluding 
prayer.  Ue  heard  not  the  eager  but  reasonless 
questions  of  his  surrounding  conrtiers;  he  did 
not  even  mark  the  pale  £Eice  of  Cameraxius ;  but, 
waving  his  right  hand,  and  grasping  his  sword 
scabbard  with  the  left,  he  exclaimed  aloud. 

To  the  field  I   To  the  field  I    Our  friends 
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tnd  brethren  are  dying  in  arms  in  our  cauac ! 

To  the  field !  To  the  field ;  and  God  defend 
the  right!" 

.  Thus  sayingy  he  strode  at  once  out  ot  the 
church,  and  hurried  back  towards  the  palace^ 
calling  loudly  ibr  his  horse.  A  page  ran  on  to 
bring  out  a  chaiger:  and  many  others  followed, 
in  search  of  arms,  they  said;  but  few  were  ever 
seen  again  hy  the  young  monarch's  side. 

Where  is  my  horse?"  cried  Frederic 
vehemently^  as  he  reached  the  gates  of  his 
residence;  quick>  quick  I  Lose  not  an 
instant*  Tell  the  Queen  I  have  gone  to  lead 
the  troops ;  teD  her — ^ 

''Which  horse  will  your  Majes^  ride?" 
demanded  an  oiHcer  of  die  btablesj  running 
forth. 

Any  one^  fool  I*'  exclaimed  the  King— 
hear  you  not  the  cannon  ?~Aiiglit  which 
wiU  carry  me  to  my  friends  without. — Away ! 
Stay  not  to  talk ! — ^Have  it  here  in  a  moment ! 

Will  you  not  arm,  sire  ?''  said  an  old  officer^ 
in  a  persuasive  tone. 
''No!"  cried  Frederic^  sternly;  ''as  I  am. 
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with  my  bare  bieast,  will  I  face  them.  Speed 
18  the  only  armour  I  would  use. — ^Bat  these  men 
will  drive  me  mad. — ^Wheie  is  my  chaiger  ?— In 
the  name  of  pity— in  the  name  of  lleayen,  see 
some  one  what  they  are  doing!  Men  will  call 
me  coward~iny  name  will  be  a  by-worcL 
They  will  say,  Ibr  centuriee  to  cone,  that,  while 
his  brave  soldiers  were  bleeding  before  Prague, 
rrederic  of  Bohemia  shunned  the  field  where 
his  erown  waa  to  be  lost  or  won.'* 

^  Here  comes  jour  royal  chaiger,"  cried  a 
voice;  and,  springing  forward,  the  monarch 
put  his  foot  in  the  stirrap  and  vaulted  on  the 
horse's  back. 

follow,  follow  I  All  that  love  me  &>Uow  I" 
he  died,  and  mthout  waiting  for  any  one» 
dashed  down  at  headlong  speed  towards  the 
gates.  The  way  was  long,  the  {Streets  narrow 
and  steep;  but  on,  on  went  die  unhappy  prince 
till  the  small  triangular  space  of  open  ground 
before  the  inner  ward  lay  widiin  right  Then 
ran  up  a  h^f-<armed  guard ;  and,  approaching 
dose  to  his  horse's  ride,  said  in  a  low  vdcs^ 

They  fly,  they  fly,  your  Miyes^  r 
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His  look»  his  tone,  were  ominous;  for  he 
spoke  as  it  he  were  afraid  that  his  words  might 
be  heard  by  any  one  near;  but  still  Frederic 
asked  with  a  sinking  heart»    Who  hy  ?  " 

^  Oar  men,  sire,"  answered  the  soldier. 
Then  I  go  to  rally  iheoi,"  cried  the  King, 
•*  or  to  die  with  those  who  stand." 

That  might  have  done  an  hour  ago,"  said 
the  soldier,  bluntly ;     but  it  is  now  too  late.'* 

It  is  tbefiite  of  misfortune  to  hear  hard  truths ; 
and  this  was  the  first  bitter  sting  of  many  that 
Frederic  was  yet  to  feel.  He  stopped  not  to 
answer,  however,  but  pushed  on  past  the  man, 
catching  a  sight  at  the  same  time  of  several  of 
his  attendants  spurring  down  after  him.  The 
soldiers  of  the  guard-house  scarcely  saw  his 
approach;  for  they  were  all  gazing  eagerly 
forth  hrom  the  outer  gate ;  but,  just  beyond  the 
drawbridge,  he  perceived  a  rude  Bohemian 
bleeding  from  several  wounds^  and  leaning  for 
support  against  the  masonry. 

Ah,  sir,  the  day  is  lost,"  cried  the  man,  as 
the  monarch  rode  past ;  the  troops  are  all 
flying  towards  Brandeis;  half  the  Hungarians 
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drowned  in  the  river;  the  infiutry  aU  in  lonte; 
the  caanoa  taken—."  fiedeiic  listraed  to 
no  more,  but  still  spurred  on,  dashing  his  horse 
throng  the  guards  at  the  outer  gate,  and  gaa- 
ing  eagerly  towards  the  hill. 

Who  was  it  comiDg  so  lapidiy  towanla  him, 
followed  by  half  a  doien  troopers  and  a  siogle 
banner?  Old  Christian  of  Anhaift,  bloody  and 
dusty  fvoni  the  fightf  where  hehadfiN^htfaand 
to  haDd;  no  hat  upon  his  liead,  his  grey  hair 
atreamiog  in  die  wind,  his  bead  bent  sadljr 
down  almost  to  his  horse's  neck,  and  his  hands 
gsaiptng  tightly  the  ims  with  a  bitter  and  ooo- 
mlstvedasp. 

*  Anhalt ! cried  die  King. 
It  is  all  lost,  my  kwd,  m  I  knew  k  wotiA 
be,''  said  the  old  soldier,  in  a  low  deep  voice. 
*  Bad^  widi  OS  into  Pragneas  fist  as  may  be. 
The  Bavarian  is  at  our  heels. — Let  the  walk  be 
well  manned,  and  the  cannon  pour  forth  their 
shot  upon  the  enemy,  if  diey  com  too  near. 
Let  the  gates  be  closed,  too;  the  fugitives  are 
taking  another  way. — ^Your  safe^  aoMl  the 
de&nce  ot  Txague  are  now  all  we  have  to  think 
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o£  We  most  have  counsel  ^th  all  speedL — 
Yout  gentlemeD,"  he  continued,  tammg  to 

those  who  followed,  "  awaj  to  the  Rath-house 
in  the  oU  town,  as  fast  as  yon  can  ride ;  take 
measures  with  the  magistrates  for  the  sure 
guarding  of  the  walk ;  and,  hark  joa,  DUlhigen, 
gather  everj  inibrmation  you  can  oi  the  temper 
of  the  people,  and  let  the  King  hear  at  the 
Hradschm*  You  will  find  me  there,  in  case  of 
need. — Come,  my  lord,  come ;  it  is  vain  think- 
ing of  what  cannot  be  remedied.  The  ftitvre, 
the  future  I  still  the  future  I  We  may  make  a 
good  fight  yet,  if  Mansfeld  will  but  help — Not 
serve  under  me !  Why,  I  will  be  his  horseboy, 
if  be  will  fight  like  a  man. — Come,  my  lord. 
—Nay,  nay,  be  not  so  cast  down  I  T  is  but  a 
bat  lie  lost  after  alL  I  trust  we  shall  see  many 
such  before  we  die,  and  win  many  a  one  to 
boot  and  grasping  Frederic  s  hand  kindly,  he 
led,  rather  than  followed,  the  Monarch  baek 
into  the  city,  giving  orders,  as  they  passed  the 
gates^  that  they  should  be  closed  and  defended. 

The  news  had  already  spread  through  Frague 
that  the  royal  army  had  been  defeated.  There 
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were  men  who  had  seen  the  rout  from  a 
chorch  steeple ;  the  tale  had  been  carried  from 
mouth  to  mouth,  and  from  house  to  house; 
there  was  scarce  a  babbling  child  who  did  not 
know  it»  and  repeat  it;  and,  as  Frederic  and 
his  train  passed  bj,  almost  ever;  door  had  its 
group  of  men  and  women,  who  eyed  him,  some 
sadlj,  some  sullenly — but  few,  if  any,  showed  a 

mark  of  reverence.  Some,  especially  where 
there  was  a  cross  over  the  door,  suffered  a  half- 
suppressed  grin  to  appear,  as  the  unfortunate 
Frince  rode  by ;  and  then  went  and  talked  in 
low  tones  to  their  neighbours,  pointing  signifi- 
cantly over  the  shoulder  to  the  royal  group. 
All  that  he  saw  made  the  young  Monarch's 
heart  more  sad;  and,  when  he  reached  the 
palace,  he  led  the  way  straight  to  the  ante-room 
of  his  wife^fl  apartments. 

The  hrst  person  whom  he  met  there  was 
Agnes  Herbert ;  but  she  saw  that  disaster  and 
ruin  were  m  his  eyes,  and  she  dared  not  ask 
any  (juestiuas.  Not  a  servant  had  been  found 
in  the  court,  or  on  the  stiurcaae,  or  in  the  hall 
below ;  and  Frederic,  turning  to  her,  said  m  a 
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sad  but  gentle  tone,  **  I  beseech  jou,  lady,  seek  ' 
some  of  the  peoplet  and  tell  them  to  send  us 
what  counsellors  they  can  find ;  above  ail»  Uokna 
and  Camerarins.^ 

**  CamerariusI"  cried  Christian  of  Anhalt^ 
warmly;  "  we  waiit  counsel  with  men,  not  with 
weak  and  doubting  subtle-wits  like  that.— •Give 
ns  the  Princess  and  Dohna, — Old  Slick,  I  fancy, 
is  dead ;  for  I  saw  him  charge  desperately  to 
rescue  my  poor  boy«  who  is  wounded  and  taken, 
I  hear." 

Well,  well,"  said  Frederick ;  send  some 
one  for  Dohna,  dear  lady ;  and  I  will  call  the 
Queen. — Is  your  gallant  son  a  prisoner,  then, 

indeed  ? "  he  continued,  grasping  old  Anhait's 
hand. 

^^jViever  mind  him,"  replied  the  soldier. 
God  will  take  care  of  him. — Let  us  have 
the  Queen,  my  lord.   Her  courage  and  her 

wisdom  now  are  worth  a  dozen  other  coun- 
sellors.'* 

In  the  mean  while,  Agnes  left  the  ante-room 
with  her  cheek  deadly  pale,  and  her  heart  fisel- 
ing  as  cold  as  ice.    There  was  a  question  she 
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vrookl  §ua  b$m  ttked,  but  she  dated  not 

breathe  it — a  question  wbicii  made  her  boeoiii 
feel  heavy  and  her  limba  Bhake^  evea  when  she 
put  it  to  berscli^  Where  was  Algeroon  Ghrej?* 
Oh,  when  she  thought  of  hiin  in  that  hour,  how 
deep»  how  strongs  how  overpowering  did  she 
feel  the  love  which  she  had  so  loog  coacealcd 
fiom  her  own  eyes.  She  grasped  the  faaliistiade 
of  the  staiicase  for  support ;  and^  though  she 
knew  that  eadi  noment  was  pvedoos,  she 
paused  at  every  step. — Had  she  gone  forwaidt 
she  would  have  falkn. 

Suddenfyy  as  she  descended,  she  heard  a 
ckug  as  of  au  armed  maa  springing  to  the 
grocmd  at  the  door  of  the  second  eoorl,  whidi 
opened  below.  Then  came  a  step  in  the  stone 
hi^  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  how  her  heart 
beat;  for  the  quick  sore  ear  of  love  lecqgnised 
the  tread  at  once.  She  darted  down  the 
ff— ining  stqps.  Hie  next  instant  he  was 
bcibre  her.  She  sprang  forward^  and,  ere  thej 
knew  what  they  did,  she  was  clasped  to  his 
armed  bosom. 

I  have  come  to  keep  my  promise,  dearest,*' 
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said  AlgerooQ  Grey ;    to  md,  to  protect,  to 

defend  jou  with  my  life,  if  need  should  be. — 
Where  k  the  Qoeen?  wheie  is  the  King?  I 
must  speak  with  tbem  both,  if  possible.'' 

The  Kii:^  is  above/'  answered  Agnes, 
withdrawing  herself  from  his  embrace.  ^  He 
is  with  the  Prince  of  Aiiiialt  in  the  Queen's 
SBteHKMim,  just  above  the  court  of  St.  George* 
He  sent  me  ibr  one  of  the  attendants  to  call  the 
Yisooimt  of  Dohna;  but  I  can  find  no  oue^ 
Good  Heaven  I  they  sorely  cannot  all  have 
abandoned  tJieir  King  and  their  uia^itcr  akeadj  1" 

No,  fko^  answered  Algernon  Grey;  they 

have  gone  up  to  the  roots  to  see  what  they 
caa  see,  or  out  to  gather  news.  Speed  back 
again,  dear  Agnea^  and  tell  him  X  am  here.  I 
will  seek  Dohna,  if  he  lodges  where  he  used* 
At  all  events,  I  will  find  some  one  who  can 
call  him.  Away,  dear  girl,  for  I  would  iaiu 
ase  the  King  speedUy." 

Agn*^  h^?rried  away,  with  her  heart  all  joy- 
fid;  fiy  die  relief  of  his  coming  had  swept 
asway  die  bitterness  of  all  other  disasters  widi 
that  which  he  had  auUcipated.    What  was  to 
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her  a  battle  io^t,  if  Algernon  Grey  was  safe! 
When  she  entered  the  antc-chambcr  she  fuuud 
the  Queen  seated  between  her  husband  and 
Christian  of  Anhalt ;  her  face  raised  and  turned 
alternately  from  one  to  the  other;  her  look 
eager  and  grave,  but  not  at  ail  depressed* 

**'Tis  the  best  way,**  she  said,  as  Agues 
entered ;  so  shall  we,  at  least,  giun  time  fox 
intelligence,  for  preparation,  and  for  action. — 
Doubtless  he  will  grant  it   He  is  our  cousin." 

"  And  his  troops  have  bad  enough  to  do  * 
answered  ChristiaD  of  Anhalt;  ^'that  is  the  best 
secnri^.   Ue  has  as  much  need  of  repose  as 
we  have.    Prague  is  a  hard  bone  to  pick." 
But  whom  shall  we  send    said  Frederie. 

It  must  be  some  man  of  rank;  and  there  is 
an  old  grudge  between  him  and  Dohna»  Is 
the  Viscount  coming,  iair  lady  ?" 

"  I  can  find  none  of  the  attendants,  your 
Majes^,"  answered  Agnes ;  *^  but  I  met  Mastar 
Algernon  Grey  in  the  hall,  just  alighted^  and 
he  undertook  to  find  the  Viscount,  begging 
me  to  tell  your  Majesties  that  he  wished  to 
speak  with  you  immediately.'* 
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Then  he  is  safe/*  cried  the  Qaeen ;  thank 

God  for  thatl" 

If  he  is  safe,  it  is  not  his  own  fault,"  ex- 
claimed Christiaii  of  Anhalt,  for  he  fought 
like  a  madman  w  iien  all  hope  was  over.  I  never 
saw  so  cool  a  head  in  counsel,  and  so  hot  a 
one  in  battle.  Let  us  have  him  here  bj  all 
means*^ 

^  Can  we  not  send  the  Earl,  Frederic  ?" 
asked  the  Queen,  laying  her  hand  gently  on 
her  hiisband*8  ann,  and  calling  him,  in  the 
hoar  oi  his  distress,  by  the  dear  &miliar  name 
which  she  never  used  but  in  private.  ^  He 
must  throw  off  this  foolish  incognito  now, 
and  will  go,  I  am  sure,  iu  his  own  name  and 
character,  as  our  envoy  to  this  proud  victor. 
See  for  him,  my  sweet  cousin,  see  for  him, 
and  bring  him  hither  with  all  speed." 

Agae»  hastened  away  without  reply,  and 
found  Algernon  Grey  already  mounting  the 
stain*  He  followed  her  quickly,  without 
even  pausing  for  the  words  of  tenderness  wiiich 
were  in  his  heart;  and  in  a  moment  after  he 
stood  before  the  K.ing  and  Uueen,  who  were 
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atill  nearlj  in  the  Btme  poiitiQB  la  wfakh 

Agnes  had  left  them,  only  that  Elisubetli  was 
writing  with  m  rafiid  hand  from  her  husband's 
dicftatioai 

Say  fear  and  twenty  hours^  my  lord  the 
Kin^"  cxciamtd  Christian  of  Anhalr,  inter- 
rupting him ;  he  wuni  grant  more»  if  so 
mucL" 

"  Well,  lour  and  twenty  hours  be  it,"  an* 
•wered  Frederic  **  We  oan  gather  fiwaa 
enough  in  that  time  to  make  head.'' 

Elizabeth  finished  wiiung  c^uickly,  and  thea 

poshed  the  paper  over  to  her  hyBbandj  who 

took  the  pen  and  siguod  his  name. 

This  finr  lady  tdls  me  yen  wish  to  ^xsk 

with  me,  my  lool,''  said  J^iedecic^  as  soon  as 

he  had  done. 

I  wish  to  vepreseni  to  yonr  Msjesty,"  bs* 

pHed  Algernon  Grey,  that  tlie  gates  oi  the 
oity  being  doKd  so  soon,  befeve  any  parties  of 
the  enemy  are  near,  may  prevent  many  gallant 
men,  w1k>  have  already  fought  well  axkL  will  do 
so  again,  from  finding  teBagb  within  them 
walls,  where  they  might  do  good  smioe.  i 
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myself  was  nci^^'  excluded ;  and  much  ot  the 

baggage  wiU,  doubtleoB,  be  lost  whach  might  be 

It  was  an  etder  giTen  bj  me  in  haste,  my 

jomig  friend/'  replied  Christian  of  Anhait, 
**not  rightly  understood  by  the  frightened 
people  there,  and  to  be  amended  nnmediatdy. 
I  meant  them  to  shut  out  our  enemies,  not  our 
fiknds.  B«t  now  listen  to  what  hia  Mqea^ 
has  to  say  to  you.*^ 

It  ia  ahnply  thb,  my  Loid  of  Hillingdon," 
said  Frederic;  "  Will  you,  in  a  moment  of 
our  need  like  this,  take  a  ilag  of  truce,  from  the 
gsiea  to  o«r  oonaiD,  Mmawlian  of  Bavaria, 
and  deliver  to  hioi  this  letter,  demanding  a 
Bwspenaion  of  arms  for  faar  and  twenty  houra? — 
You  BMist  go  in  your  own  character,  however ; 
fcr  we  eannot  aend  any  iafcrior  aum  to  audi 
a  Prince  in  the  hour  of  Tietory." 

I  will  be  your  Majesty's  envoy  with  plea- 
aoie,"  miawered  Algenaon  Grejf  ^  for  thia 
night  will  aesume  my  name  and  title;  but  I 
wiH  beg  aH  here  to  forget  it  afterwatEds,  as,  for 
leaaona  of  niy  own,  now  more  strong  than 
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ever,  I  wish  not  to  have  my  cAing  and  going 
bruited  about  in  everj  part  of  Europe," 

**Be  it  as  you  vriTH/*  answered  Frederic; 

and  many  thanka,  my  lord,  for  thia  and  all 
other  services.  Write  on  the  superscription, 
dearest  lady,  ^By  the  hands  of  omr  consiDi 
the  Earl  of  Hillingdon  ? ' " 

Elisabeth  wrote,  gave  Algernon  Grey  the 
letter^  and  laiaed  her  eyes  to  his  &ce,  saying 

On  your  return,  whatever  be  the  auswer  jou 
brin§^  I  must  see  you  for  a  few  moments,  my 
lord.  You  made  me  a  promise,  which  I  am 
sure  yon  will  folfil  with  ehivaliy  and  devotion." 

*'  I  did  not  foiget  it,  your  Majesty,**  an- 
swered Algernon  Grey,  looking  round  with  a 
foint  smile  towards  Agnes;  **and  I  will  re- 
torn  to  accomplish  it  as  soon  as  this  task  is 
ended.  I  shall,  doubtless,  find  a  flag  at  the 
gates ;  and  so  I  take  my  leave.'* 

**  Stay,  I  go  with  you  to  give  better  orders," 
said  Christian  of  Anhalt,  ^  and  to  ihniish  a 
new  pass  word  to  the  guards,  for  I  have  some 
fears  of  these  good  citiaens.  Ha !  here  comes 
Dohnar— I  will  return  immediately;"  and  thus 
saying  he  withdrew  with  Algernon  Grey. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


All  was  coDfusioa  and  disorder  in  the  streets 
of  Eleinseite  (or  smaller  side)  of  the  city  of 
Prague,  as  old  Christian  of  Anhalt  returned 
from  the  gates.  The  lower  classes  of  citizens 
were  hunying  hither  and  thither,  or^collected 
into  crowds  wherever  a  more  open  space  was 
to  be  foand — ^were  eagerly  and  vociferously  dis- 
cussing past  events  and  future  contingencies* 
Lowering  brows,  angry  looks,  and  vehement 
gestures  were  seen  everywhere;  but  no  one 
ventured  in  any  way  to  insult  the  old  com* 
mander  as  he  rode  along;  for  notalone  did  his 
frank  and  btraighii'oi  ward  bearing  and  gallant 
conduct  in  the  field,  command  respect,  bat  at 
the  gates  of  the  town  he  had  found  some  thirty 
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or  forty,  cavaliers  who^  amuugst  the  last  to  quit 
the  field^  had  sought  shelter  oader  the  guns  of 
the  fortress,  and  now  accompanied  him  on  his 
way  to  the  palace.  There,  all  the  servants  and 
domestic  officers  of  the  King  were  found  once 
more  reassembled,  and  affecting  to  perform  their 
several  duties,  but  the  sealed  look,  the  eager 
haste,  the  abstracted  manner,  all  showed  con* 
stematiuu ;  and  on  mouuting  to  the  apartments 
of  the  Queen,  liie  Prince  found  that  terror  was 
not  confined  to  the  inferior  inhabitants  of  the 
residence* 

A  number  of  Fredericks  counsdlors  had  by 

this  time  assembled,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Dohna,eachseemed  more  terrifiedthanfaieBeigh- 
bour*  Neither  the  presence  of  their  sovereign, 
llie  importance  of  calm  discussion,  nor  even 
the  heroic  courage  displayed  by  the  Queen 
herself  could  restrain  them  from  talking  all  at 
once*  Some  urged  instant  ffight,  some  un- 
conditional surrender;  and  the  boldest  of  them 
only  ventured  to  suggest  an  attempt  to  gnu 
time  by  cunning  negotiations  witlx  the  enemy. 
Frederic  himself  was  tranquil  and  resolute  in 
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1m  mr  and  tooe;  hot  in  opimon  ke  aeemed 

waTeriDg  and  uncertain. 

The  aatluirity  of  the  old  aridier,  his  plain 
nmgH  speedi,  aoond  aenae,  and  atom  finnnesa 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  made  some  iuipresjsiuu  ; 
hot  Ghriitian  of  Anhalt  aoon  lavr  that,  as 
usual  with  the  weak  and  cra%,  where  strata* 
gem  is  out  of  time  and  picatnca  of  nund  does 
not  exist,  the  greater  part  of  thoae  preaaiit 
were  still  confusing  counsel  with  vain  spe- 
onlationSy  with  idle  repetitions^  and  suggcstiona 
utterly  inapplicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
nun  fill 

^  We  must  get  rid  of  these  men,  yoor  Ma- 
jesty," lie  said,  drawiog  i  redcric  aside  ;  "  half 
of  them  are  eowaids,  and  almost  all  the  rest 
are  fools,  only  fit  for  the  monkcj  tricks  of 
diplomacy.  We  want  men  of  energy  and  ae- 
tion.  Letns  keep  Dohna,  as  a  skilful  and  firm 
counsellor,  and  send  for  young  Thnrm.  Wheie 
hia  fiitheris,  I  know  not  I  saw  Ijim  very  late 
in  the  field," 

««Heisathi8  0wnfaouae,''asidTrederio;  <'he 
sent  word  he  would  dine,  and  then  come  hither*'* 
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««'Tis8oiike  himr  cried  Anhak;  '«Jae  has 

fought  himself  iato  an  appetite.  But  have  I 
your  peraiinbn  to  send  theae  men  away  t " 

'^Ye8»  but  courteouaiy,  mj  frieod,  cooc- 
teously,''  replied  Frederic. 

<^  Ob,  courteoosly,  of  coarse,'*  answered  the 
old  msm,  with  a  grim  smile.  Geatlemen,"  be 
contmued,  *'aii  envoy  has  been  sent  to  the 
enemy's  head  (quarters.  In  less  thau  au  hour  we 
shall  hear  moie,  and  till  then  can  decide  npoo 
nothmg.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  have  to  qoit 
Prague  to-morrow;  so  I  would  advise  all — m 
eveiy  man  has  some  private  papers^  and  most 
men  some  little  proper — to  employ  the  next 
few  minutes  in  preparing  &r  whatever  may  be 
the  result.  His  Majesty  will  excuse  your  atten- 
dance for  an  hour^Stay,  Dohna,  stay!**  he 
added  in  a  low  voioei  '^we  shall  want  you. 
We  are  going  to  send  for  the  two  Thurm% 
and  have  calm  counself  instead  cf  finghtened 
babble." 

The  other  connsellors  hastened  away,  eager 

to  save  their  papers  and  eifects;  and  the 
moment  they  were  gone  a  mcoscngor  was  do- 
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spatched  to  old  Count  Thiurm  and  his  boq  Count 
Bemhard;  but  ere  he  had  quitted  the  room  two 
minutes,  there  was  heard  a  knock  at  the  door, 
and  dw  yoonger  coimt  entered  in  haste  with 
the  Baruu  of  Dillinghen^  who  had  been  sent  to 
the  town  hall. 

^What  »  it,  gentlemen?"  exclaimed  the 
Qneen^assoonasshesawtliem;  ^^diareiaalann 
in  both  your  ftces.  Has  any  new  disaster 
happened  ? 

^'Noy  madam/'  replied  the  joimg  ooant; 

but  DiUinghen  has  some  news  o£  impor- 
tance^  whidi  I  fear  I  mnst  confirm.'* 

Speak !  speak!''  cried  Frederici  turning  to 
the  baron.  "  What  tidings  bring  jou,  bir  ? — ^Is 
the  enemy  advaiicing  ?  " 

"No,  sire,'  answered  the  Barou  of  Dillin- 
ghen;  ''bet  my  lord  of  Anhalt  here  bade  me 
collect  what  tidings  I  could  of  the  temper  04 
the  people  and  the  magistrates.  I  grieve  to  say 
it  is  not  good.  They  diow  no  wiUingness  to 
defend  the  lower  town,— declare  it  is  uiue liable, 
and  there  is  much  mnrmnring  amongst  them  at 
the  very  thought.'' 

TOL.  m.  o 
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Whal  is  to  be  done?"  cried  Frederic^ 
turning  to  the  Prince  of  Aniialt  with  a  look  of 
consternation. 

Go  up  to  the  Wyschehrad,"  answered 
Anhalt;  *'we  can  make  it  good  for  a  long 
while,  till  we  are  able  to  draw  men  enough 
together  to  overawe  these  burghers  and  take  liie 
defence  out  of  their  hands.'' 

•*My  lord,  I  fear  they  are  not  to  be  over- 
awed," rejoined  DiUinghen ;  ^  in  a  word,  theve 
is  treason  amongst  them/' 

^  Ajy  and  even  in  your  Majesty's  very  court 
and  palace,"  added  Bernhard  of  Thunn* 

"That  I  know/'  answered  irederic,  in  a 
sad  and  bitter  tone ;  do  you  recollect,  £Uia* 
bethy  my  letter  from  Rakonitz? — But  still 
I  thought  the  citisens  were  true." 

«<So  far  from  it,  sire,'^  said  Bernhard  of 
Thurro,  "  and  so  pressing  is  the  danger,  that  I 
was  bold  enough,  ere  I  came  up^  to  aider 
the  Queen's  carriage  to  be  made  ready  with  all 
speed.  When  you  are  both  safe  on  the  other 
ride  of  the  water,  where  I  can  rely  upon 
my  garrison,  these  turbulent  lyuighen  may  be 
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brooght  to  reason*  Now  I  would  loee  no  time, 
but  depart  iostantlj.'— Your  attendants  can  fol- 
low, with  cverj?  thing  that  it  may  be  necessary 
to  bring  firom  the  palace. — would  not  lose  a 
moment*  for  to  know  that  you  are  in  their 
power  gives  the  traitom  a  bold  front." 

^^I  must  take  some  of  my  poor  girls  with 
me,''  cried  Elizabeth, — ^  poor  Ann  Dudley,  and 
Amelia  of  Solms,  and  my  sweet  Agnes ;  but  I 
will  be  back  directly/* 

As  the  Queen  opened  the  door  to  retire  into 
her  bed-chamber,  a  voice  of  bitter  iameutation 
was  heard  from  within ;  and  Christian  of  An- 
halt  exclaimed,  Would  to  God  that  these 
women  would  learn  a  iuiason  of  fortitude  from 
their  high^souled  mistress*  What  will  bowling 
do,  to  avert  peril?** 

''Be  not  harsh,  my  friend,'*  said  Frederic; 
that  is  poor  Ann  Dudley's  voice.  Her  hus- 
band's body  lies  on  that  bloody  field  without. 
The  tidings  came  just  ere  you  returned.  But 
here  is  the  Queen  again.  Now  let  us  go. 
I  will  send  orders  afterwards  for  all  that  may  be 
needed.   Come^  sweet  friend — ^methinks,  with 
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yoa  beside  me^  I  cod  never  know  detpiir;''  and 

tikiDg  Eiizabeth'a  band,  he  drew  it  through  bis 
meod  led  her  down  slowlj:  fiir  Ae  was  greiit 
m  ilk  cfaikL 

The  splendid  caniage  of  blue  velvet  ena- 
bioideied  widi  eiher  stood  ready  in  the  conrt; 
and,  as  Elizabeth's  eyes  fell  upon  its  gorgeous 
decortioBi,  a  fiuH  sad  nilo  cams  upon  her 
Gp,  and  she  shook  her  head  moumfuUj*  Oh, 
how  the  emptiness  of  pomp  sod  pageantry,  and 
lordijatateyiBfeltbj  the  heart  in  the  bitter  hour 
of  sorrow  and  adversity ;  and  while  the  riches 
of  (he  sool,  the  love,  the  fiiendshiiv  tmst,  die 
tenderness,  rise  high  in  valae,  sink  low  the  more 
soidid  obyeeta  of  eaithfy  ambhioD  and  pride. 

A  weeping  train  followed  the  Queen  to  the 
caniage;  some  entered  with  her;  aomefiiihiwed 
in  other  vekides,  or  on  foot ;  and  but  two«  of  all 
finr  and  sparkling  bevy  which  had  riiared 
Elisabeth's  daya  of  joy  and  spkndoory  seemed 
now  in  a  coodition  to  give  her  comfort  and 
snppoct  AflnEa  o£  Solma  was  sdl,  but  she 
wept  not;  Agnes  Herbert  grave,  but  firm, 
tfae»gh  gend^in  her  whole  demeaoonr.  With 


kindij  care,  she  whispered  from  time  to  time 
some  iroffd  of  eonaokidoii  m  the  of  poof 
Ann  Dodlej,  and,  though  her  hesuti&l  ejm 
were  full  of  melancholy  when  she  gained  at  the 
Queen,  yettfaeie  vaflahqpefulaesBm  faerwofde 
which  added  to  the  strength  of  mind  with 
wbidi  Filiwhfth  bove  up  under  tbe  griefr  awl 
perils  of  die  boor. 

it  eeemed  a  long  and  weary  way  to  tkm 
old  citadel  of  f  xague,  as  with  ak>w  steps  the 
hoisea  dragged  the  cairiages  op  the  aaoent ;  but 
the  gates  at  length  vere  reached,  and  Fiederic 
took  his  £iir  wife  in  his  arms  and  carried 
her  into  the  wide  faaU.  He  codd  not  finr- 
bear  saymg  with  a  sigh,  I  now  know  whese 
I  am.  Princes  seldom  learn  the  tnith  till  they 
are  taught  it  by  adirersity.'' 

An  hour  went  by ;  and  many  a  meoKi^r 
caaie  npfioB  the  lorar  toiro^  each  burdened 
with  gloomy  tidii^s.  The  horses  and  cariiages 
irei«  aU  brooght  np  fern  the  itabkBof  the  Hrad- 
schin,  and  some  smaii  sums  of  money,  together 
widi  dothea,  and  papers ;  bntitwiBKMMifiyud 
that  tbe  counciiol  citizenahad  taken  posscsaioa  of 
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the  building ;  aud  liiougii  tiiey  did  not  exactly 
prerent  the  King's  servants  from  removing  his 
own  propertj,  jet  there  were  questions  asked 
and  objections  made,  which  rendered  the  task 
stow  and  diflBcolt.  Night  fell)  and  the  conftision 
in  the  town  increased.  The  light  of  numerous 
torches  created  a  glare  which  was  seen  red  and 
portentous  from  the  Wjschehrad;  and  a  lood 
murmur  like  the  roar  of  a  distant  sea  rose 
up  and  filled  the  watching  hearts  above  with 
vague  and  gloomy  apprehensions. 

Old  Count  Thurm  had  speedily  joined  the 
royal  party,  and  a  number  of  devoted  friends 
surrounded  Frederic  and  his  Queen ;  bat  those 
who  knew  the  Bohemian  capital  best  did  not 
contribuLC;  by  their  warnings,  to  raise  hopes  or 
to  still  anxieties. 

They  represented  the  probability  of  tumult 
and  violence  as  great;  and  all  teemed  convinced 
that  treason  had  long  been  preparing  the  way 
for  the  state  of  mind  the  people  now  displayed* 

At  length  loud  but  distant  shout8»  and  then 
the  sounds  of  horses*  feet  clattering  quickly  over 
the  paved  road,  were  heard;  and  in  a  few 
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minates  Algernon  Grey  was  introdoced  into 

the  chamber  where  the  King  and  Queen  were 
seated,  sommnded  by  most  of  those  who  had 
accompanied  them  to  the  citadel 

What  are  those  bliouts,  my  lord?**  was 
Frederic's  first  question. 

I  trust  good  auguriesy  your  Majesty^** 
leplied  the  young  Englishman;  ''the  crowds 
surrounded  me  and  my  people  as  I  returned^ 
calling  out  loudly  for  the  tidings  I  bore.  I 
answered  briefly,  that  a  trace  was  concluded  to 
negotiate  a  peace*  Those  who  understood 
German  translated  it  to  the  rest ;  and  then  they 
tossed  up  their  hats  and  shouted  joyfully*  So 
I  trust  that  they  will  now  return  to  their  own 
homes;  for  they  seemed  in  a  sadly  disturbed 
state. — There,  my  lord  the  King,  is  the  con- 
Tention  signed  by  the  Elector  and  Bucquoy.  It 
was  all  that  by  any  arguments  I  could  obtain, 
though  I  cUsputed  with  them  for  an  hoar." 

''But  eight  hours  suspension  of  armsT' 
exclaimed  i  rcderic,  looking  at  the  paper,  and 

then  gaaing  at  Christian  of  Anhait,  and  at 

Thurm.  Our  decision  must  be  made  speedily." 
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If  we  were  but  sore  of  Maaafeli^'*  said 
Anhalt,  thoughtfully,  ^^and  had  b«ttwo  thou- 
sand men  aaore  whlim  ^  waUs." 

It  is  vain,  old  friend^"  cried  Count  Thuxm. 
^  I  know  tlieae  people  better  thaa  any  one ;  and 
I  take  upon  myself  to  say  to  the  King — iij  at 
onoe.  Loee  not  the  piedous  moments.  There 
are  traitocs  in  towx^  and  court,  and  amy.  The 
people  are  not  with  us ;  we  have  uo  force  to 
hold  oat;  no  hope  of  saoeomr.  You  haire  eight 
hoursy  my  lordt  to  save  yourself  &am  worse 
tfcan  perhaps  yon  dream  of;  and»  wimt  la  &r 
mote,  to  save  this  dear  lady,  our  Queen.  Lose 
not  an  im^ant;  but  goP 

*<It  weva  wcU,  my  royal  fiiend,''  said 
Ciiristiaa  oi  Anhalt*  Had  we  the  people 
with  va;  had  we  troops  to  secure  die  plaec 
without  their  aid;  could  we  even  rally  the 
remains  of  the  army  within  Pftigne^  I  would 
say,  ^  Stay ;  £ght  it  oat  here  to  the  hut;  aad 
play  the  game  to  an  cud,  lio\s  ever  desperate/ 
Bnt  all  things  at  this  moment  are  ^g^inat  aa. 
The  only  tJLuiig  in  our  power  is  eight  hours  of 
time.  I  see  nought  to  which  they  can  be 
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appiieid,  but  to  jour  speedy  escape*   If  jaa 

tt&y,  with  aa  army  of  fifty  liiousaDd  mea  at  your 

gtiea,  with  a  tuiboieiit  aad  diseoHleiited 

populatioQ  withioy  with  a  force  not  iufficient 
to  man  the  wUk  wtHk,  with  provinont  diat 
Will  DoL  kst  tea  dmju,  and  not  flmm^itftj^ 
enooi^  to  leriat  a  regular  siege,  a  thousand  to 
one  the  popolatkni  throw  open  the  gates  ti>- 
nioiTow,  and  deliver  you  as  a  prisoner  iuto  the 
hands  of  die  BDetayJ^ 

^  That,  too,  with  the  ban  of  the  empire  hang- 
ing ofer  yoar  head,"  cried  Cont  nmim; 
and  two  invetente  eaeiaies  ready  to  azeeute 

Let  i»  go,'*  caed  £li8abetli,  risuig  fifom  dtt 

table*  It  can  never  be  said  that  I  have  been 
Ikm  advocate  of  weak  eooiiiels ;  but  nofw,  Uke 
tha  wiiiow,  oox  strength  may  he  in  y ieiding. 
Let  us  not  hesitate  any  longer.  In  half  an  hour, 
I  shall  ba  SHii^.  We  shall  gna  aevm  faoocs,  at 
leaat,  upon  the  enemy;  aud»  sorely,  that  will 
plaea  m  m  aecorlty 

^  Maiiaia/*  aaid  young  ikmhacd  of  Thunn, 
^  by  your  good  leave,  yon  sbali  luwe  aoaM 
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loDger  space.  Mj  lord  the  King  lias  loade  me 
governor  of  tUs  citadeL  I  haye  five  hundred 
men  in  whom  I  can  tn»t  With  diem  I  will 
undertake  to  hold  it  out  for  three  full  days 
againat  fidae  Maximilian  of  Banroiiaand  hia  fi% 
thousand.  This  Jesuitpsoldier  shall  find  w(»k 
enough  beneath  these  walla  to  keep  him  for 
that  time^  at  least*  firom  poiaoing  the  kinsman 
he  has  betrayed,  and  to  make  him  recollect, 
peihaps,  the  promiaes  he  has  vioiated.'' 

«  Never !  cried  Elizabeth,  warmly^  taking 
the  young  man's  hand  in  heis ;  I  will  ham  no 
such  sacrifice*  Never  shall  the  son  of  our  best 
frii^nd  hazard  hib  hie  to  cover  my  flight.  Nor 
even  would  I  expose  this  city,  fickle  aa  it  has 
proved  itself  to  the  outrages  of  a  furious  enemy 
for  such  a  consideration  aa  my  poor  saft^. 
Bather  let  me  perish  at  once*  than  be  remem- 
bered as  a  curse." 

Thus  aayin^^  she  quitted  the  JNxmif  calUng  to 
her  ladies  to  follow;  and  a  scene  of  indescrib- 
able confiudon  auooeeded,  whilst  has^  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  instant  departure.  Ser- 
vants hurried  hither  and  thither;  caniagssand 
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honea  were  prepared  in  haste.   What  small 

supplies  ot  money  could  be  obtained^  a  few  of 
the  moat  necessary  artides  of  apparel,  some 
papers  of  great  importance,  some  treasured 
memorials  of  days  of  happiness,  and  a  smaU 
supply  of  ammnmtion  for  the  men  of  the  troop, 
were  packed  up  with  all  speed ;  and  a  rapid 
ccmaultation  took  place  between  Frederic  and 
his  principal  advisers,  as  to  the  roads  he  should 
fellow,  and  the  course  in  which  he  should  direct 
his  Eight.  All  agreed  that  Breslau  was  the 
place  best  fiLlcd  for  his  lirst  pause,  as  it  brought 
him  near  the  dominions  of  friends  and  relations ; 
and  some  one  was  eagerly  sought  amongst  the 
attendants  who  could  act  as  a  guide  to  the 
fugitives  through  the  desolate  and  inhospitable 
regions  which  they  had  to  traverse  on  the  way. 

Algernon  Grey,  unable  from  his  ignorance 
of  the  country  to  advise,  and  unccrialu  what 
part  he  might  be  called  upon  to  play  himself  in 
this  sad  scene  of  Eight  and  disaster,  remained 
waiting  the  deeisiott  of  others,  till  at  length,  a 
page  entering  called  him  to  the  presence  of 
the  Queen* 
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He  tend  £Uad>eth  ttitBrniSog  m  a  mmB 

loom  mtbio»  boldiog  Agues  Uerbext's  liand  in 
kfif^B.  There  WM  no  one  ebe  n  llie  dMMibcr  $ 

and  «  UDgle  candle  aitoded  the  ooly  iigjktt 

which  showed  him  the  pale  counleDances  of  his 

sofcreign's  daoghter  and  her  yoaagoonpanink 

My  loid,*'  said  Elizabeth  quickly,  as  soon 
at  he  enlaned,  ^joa  pramoMcA  to  Bxm  mod  pr^ 
tect  Ihia  dear  girL  You  wiii  remember  yoitt 
pi'omiisey  I  am  sore;  and  I  must  remember 
one  I  made  to  her  nneie  twehre  long  mmthf 
It  was  to  the  eieci  that,  if  by  the 
chanoea  of  war  I  was  obliged  to  4|nit  Pkagne^ 
I  would  send  her  back  to  him  under  safe  ea* 
cort.  She  would  fain  go  with  me  now;  bat  I 
wmmt  deny  her  wiriiea.  Yon  will  dotthtif  he 
able  to  reach  the  Upper  Palatinate  in  safely; 
tfaeae  will  ha  no  abjeet  in  stoppmg  yon.  The 
fierce  pumuers  will  moat  likely  be  upon  my 
path  like  hounds  befare  to-nonsar  niwiiiiig, 
b  yonr  duagc^  ftefafcta^  I  wiU  plaea  bar;  se 
your  honour  as  a  gentleman,  and  your  con- 
seieoee  as  a  Christian,  I  aninst  hsr*  She  is 
pure  and  good,  noble  and  true,  worthy  of  the 
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love  of  the  hifj^besl  in  this  or  an  j  other  land, 
and  as  wortliy  of  revefenoe,  as  tpolless  innooeooa 

can  render  woman.    Stay  not  lor  ceremonious 

leave-takings;  but  &reweU  I  You  will  find  a 
hot&Q  prepared  for  her  below;  and  God  bless 
and  protect  ycNi,  as  you  protect  her  V* 

«  One  moiaeat»  your  Majesty^"  said  Alger* 
non  Grey.  Some  ten  of  my  sturdy  English- 
nan  hare  got  into  the  town  in  safety.  Each, 
I  will  answer  for  him,  is  ready  to  ^ed  the  last 
drop  of  his  blood  in  your  behal£  Each  is  wdl 
armed  and  mounted^  and  provided  with  gold  to 
defray  all  his  own  expenses.  You  yourself 
fpwe  me  another  destination,  and  I  will  obey 
your  commands ;  but  let  these  men  remain  with 
yott  as  a  sort  of  body-guaid.  I  will  leave  them 
mder  the  command  of  young  Hopeton,  a  g^- 
tleman  of  honourable  fiunUy,  and  a  fiiend*s  son* 
My  page  and  one  servant  will  be  quite  enoi]^ 
with  us — indeed,  we  shall  pa^s  more  easily  few 
than  many.  The  rest  of  the  men,  when  yon 
are  sa&y  can  join  me  at  Ueidelbexg,  where, 
please  God,  I  will  yet  sene  your  Bfajesty  to 
the  best  of  ay  power." 


Digitized  by  Google 


94 


**Be  it  Bo/^  answered  the  Queen.  *'Now» 

farewell  I  And  Heaven  reward  jou,  my  lard, 
for  all  }  ou  have  done  for  mc  and  mine.  Adieu, 
dearest  Agnes,  adieu  I" 

The  Queen  opened  her  arms  as  she  spoke » 
and  Agnes  Herbert  cast  henelf  upon  her 
bosom,  and,  for  an  instant,  gave  way  to  teara; 
but,  at  length,  Elizabeth  gently  removed  her, 
Mying,  *^We  have  no  time  for  long  adieoa^ 
sweet  cousin ;  we  shall  meet  again,  if  it  be 
God's  will. — ^There,  my  lord,'*  and  she  placed 
Agnes'  hand  in  his,  looking  at  him  steadtastiy 
for  a  moment  as  she  did  so,  and  then  raising 
her  eyes  to  heaven. 

Algernou  Grey  understood  the  appeal,  and 
saying  in  a  low  tone,  '*0n  my  life  I  on  my 
honour!"  he  led  Agnes  from  the  room;  and, 
without  passing  through  the  chamber  where  he 
had  left  Frederic,  advanced  to  the  top  of  the 
great  staircase.  There  lie  paused  for  a  mo- 
ment, and,  drawing  Agnes'  arm  through  his, 
looked  down  on  her  iace  tenderly,  asking  in  a 
low  voice,  *•  Are  yon  afi«id,  Agnes?" 

bhe  raised  her  eyes,  beaming  through  her  tears: 
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**  Not  in  the  least,"  she  answered — "  sorrowful, 
but  not  afiraid." 

When  they  reached  the  court-yard,  it  pre- 
sented a  strange  wild  scene ;  carriages,  horses, 
men  mounted  and  dismounted,  were  all  ga- 
thered together  bj  the  light  of  a  few  torches; 
and  some  minutes  elapsed  before  Algernon 
Grej  could  discover  which  was  the  horse  that 
had  been  prepared  for  his  Me  companion.  At 
length,  however,  a  strong  but  light  jennet  was 
found,  with  a  lady's  saddle  and  a  small  leathern 
bag,  or  portmanteau,  strapped  upon  the  croup. 
A  page  held  it,  saying,  that  it  had  been  got 

ready  by  the  Queen's  order;  and,  lifting  the 
sweet  girl  lightly  into  the  saddle,  Algernon 
Grrey  mounted  his  own  horse,  bade  the  boy 
Frill,  who  was  waiting,  to  tbUow,  and  rode  out, 
tuming  towards  the  great  gates  of  the  citadel. 
There  he  found  assembled  the  men  of  his  own 
band,  who  had  escaped  into  Prague,  after  the 
slaughter  on  the  Weissenbeig.  He  spoke  for 
some  minutes  to  a  fine-looking  young  man 
at  their  head,  and  then  bade  his  old  servant 
Tony,  who  was  with  them,  mount  and  come 
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after  bin.  Tken,  riding  quicUy  tliTough  the 
BtxeetSf  be  reached  the  gates  of  the  old  town,  and 
began  to  descend  into  the  lower  part  of  Prague. 

The  city  was  now  conpanlnrely  quiet  The 
news  of  an  armistice,  which  he  himself  had 
gi^en,  had  spread  amongst  the  people,  calming 
their  ieais  and  cooling  their  healed  passions. 
Multitudes  iiad  retired  to  their  own  houses  i 
Others  had  gone  to  consult  at  the  town-honae 
as  to  their  future  conduct ;  and  none  but  a  lew 
Htiagglers  were  seen  here  and  there,  as  the 
young  Englishman  and  his  fail  companion 
rode  through  the  dark  unlightcd  streets,  A 
cold  Nofember  wind  was  whistling  amongst 
the  tall  houses ;  the  sky  was  varying  every  mo- 
ment, BOW  showing  a  star  or  two,  now  lottded 
with  heavy  ck>uds ;  and  every  thing  seemed  to 
bear  the  same  sad  and  cheerless  aspect  that 
was  presented  bj  the  fiite  of  the  zoyal  penons 
he  had  just  left.  Summer  had  passed  awaj ,  and 
tlie  long,  c<dd,  desolate  winter  vras  dose  at  hand* 

A  flaming  aoxt  oi  beacon,  raised  in  an 
iron  fiame  npon  a  pole,  shed  a  bcoad  glare 
over  tbe  opm  ^Mtt  befcve  the  goard^honae 


Digitized  by  Google 


HEIOSLBfiBO. 


97 


of  the  inner  gate,  to  which  he  directed  his 
courae ;  but  no  one  was  seen  there  but  a  sentry 
\(ralking  up  and  down;  and  Algernon  Grey 
Elected  hiB  servant  to  give  the  rein  of  the 
baggage-horse,  which  was  led  witii  them,  to  the 
page,  and  desire  some  one  to  open  the  gates. 
The  warder^  who  came  forth  with  one  or 
two  soldierBy  seemed  disposed  to  make  diffi- 
culties; but  the  young  EngUshman  produced 
the  pass  which  he  had  received  some  hours 
before  when  going  to  the  Bavarian  camp;  and, 
with  a  surly  aad  discontented  air,  the  man 
anloeked  the  heavy  gates  and  let  him  pass. 
The  drawbridge  was  slowly  lowered ;  and,  after 
a  catefiil  examination  from  the  wicket-tower, 
to  see  that  no  enemy  was  near,  the  warder  of 
the  night  opened  tlie  ouler  gates  and  let  the 
whole  party  go  forth,  murmuring  something 
about — ^  The  fewer  mouths  in  Prague  the 
better  r 

AU  was  darkness,  except  where  upon  the 
aammitof  the  Weissenberg  the  light  of  a  fite 
liete  and  there  marked  the  bivouac  of  an  im- 
perial regiment,  occupying  the  position  where 
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tbe  jBohemian  armj  had  been  encamped  the 
night  before.  Taking  a  nanrow  road  to  the 
lighty  though  he  knew  not  well  whither  U  led» 
Algernon  Grey  rode  on  for  some  way  through 
a  sandy  part  of  the  groand,  and  then  paved 
a  small  stream  by  a  narrow  bridge  hardly  wide 
enough  for  two  bones  to  advance  abraaaC  The 
moment  after  a  broader  glare  of  light  was  seen 
upon  tbe  left,  and  imrameraUe  flames,  flidm^ 
ingand  flashing  on  the  clouds  of  amoke  which 
rose  from  the  wood  fire%  showed  where  the 
whole  host  of  the  enemy  lay. 

Algernon  Grey  laid  his  hand  gently  upon  that 
of  Agnes  Heiberty  saying  in  a  low  toncb  ''We 
are  safe  for  the  [»:eaent,  dear  Agnes.  On  oar 
joomey  we  wiQ  be  brother  and  sialer*  God 
aend  the  time  when  we  mav  call 

each  other  by  dearer  names  I* 

These  were  the  first  words  that  had  been 
spoken,  but  they  made  Agnes  s  whole  frame 
thxiU;  and  the  next  moment,  pottiDg  hia  haae 
into  a  qnicker  pace^  A^ermxi  Grey  led  the 
wqr  onward  to  the  dark  woods  that  amtehad 
oat  before  their* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"I  iBAR  ibm  are  storms  in  the  sky^  dear 
Agaes^"  MLid  Algeraoa  Grey,  as  the  stars  dis- 
appeared, and  the  heavy  clouds  rolled  biOciii 
ofer  the  heavens.  How  cdd  the  night  wind 
blows  I — does  it  not  ciuU  you,  dear  sister  1^ 

No/'  she  answered ;  I  am  warmly  elad ; 
but  the  poor  Queen  1 — I  dread  to  think  of  snob 
a  journey  for  her.  Happy  it  is,  indeed,  that 
all  the  royal  ehildren  were  sent  away  before  !*' 

Happy  indeed  repeated  her  companioo ; 
^  far  Aeir  presence  would  have  added  terribly 
to  the  sutieriogs  and  fears  of  such  a  Ume  as 
this.  The  darkness  of  the  night,  however,  like 
many  another  gloomy  thing,  may  not  be  so  evil 
as  it  seems.   It  will  conceal  their  flight ,  ioi  I 

H  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


100 


much  fear  that  Maximiliau  of  Bavaria  would 
hold  himself  justified  in  seizing  and  keeping  as 
prisooers  both  King  and  Queeo,  notwithsland* 
ing  the  armistice^  if  he  discovered  they  had  left 
Prague/' 

He^  surely^  never  would  be  so  base  1"  cried 
Agnes,  warmly. 

'^I  know  noV'  replied  her  lover;  '^policy  is 
a  base  thing;  and  there  never  was  an  act  so 
foul  that  some  smooth  excuse  could  not  be 
found  iui  its  coiiiniission.  He  has  been  brought 
up,  too,  in  a  school  where  plausible  pretexts  for 
evil  deeds  is  one  part  of  the  training;  and  to 
hold  Frederic  in  captivity,  would  be  too  great 
a  temptation  for  a  Jesuitical  spurit  to  resist,  I 
fear." 

Then  I  will  thank  the  darkness/*  answered 

his  fair  companion,  **  if  it  be  black  as  that  of 
Egypt" 

"  It  may  sorely  impede  us  ourselves,*'  replied 
Algernon  Grey.  "  Do  you  remember,  A^nes» 
the  last  time  that  we  wandered  together  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  night  ?  I  never  thought 
it  would  be  our  fate  to  do  so  again. .  But  what 
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a  diflfereDt  evening  was  that! — preceded,  it  is 
ttne,  by  daDgera  and  sorrows,  but  followed  by 

many  brighter  days.     Oh,  may  this  be  so 

toor 

God  grant  it  !*'  cried  Agnes.  "  I  recollect 
it  well— can  I  ever  forget  it?  Oh,  no;  it  is  one 
of  those  things  which,  painted  on  memory — Uke 
the  frescoes  of  the  Italian  artists,  in  colours  that 
mingle  with  the  very  structure  of  that  which 
bears  them, — cau  never  perish  but  with  me- 
mory itself!  To  me  that  day  seems  like  the 
beginning  of  life— of  a  new  life,  it  certainly 
was;  for  what  varied  scenes  — what  spirit^ 
changing  events,  have  I  not  gone  through 
since  then!  How  different  has  been  every 
aspect  of  my  fiite  i  how  altered  all  my  thoughts 
and  feelings,  my  iiupe^i,  and  even  my  fears  I" 

"  I,  too,  shall  remember  it  for  ever,"  answered 
Algernon  Grey;  though  my  fate  has. not  un- 
dergone such  changes.  On  has  it  gone  in  the 
same  course,  tending,  1  trust,  to  happiness,  but 
by  a  thorny  path.  Men  have  fewer  epochs  in  their 
lives  than  women*  Agnes — at  least,  in  ordinary 
qirci  mstances.    They  pass  gradually  from  state 
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to  Slate ;  but  ttill,  for  thote  who  feel— tboogli  the 
current  of  exteroal  things  may  not  be  subject  to 

such  changes — yet,in  the  world  of  the  heart,  they 
find  moments,  too,  marked  oat  indelibly  in  the 
history  of  liie.  That  night  was  one  of  them  for 
me.  Let  ns  ride  on  somewhat  faster,  and  I  will 
tell  you,  Agnes,  as  much  as  will  interest  yon  of 
my  past  existence.  You  must  know  it  some 
time.  Who  can  tell  when  opportanity  nay 

serve  again?" 

^  Oh  I  not  lo-night,  not  to-night,*  nnswerad 
Agnes,  shhniuDg  from  new  emotions  on  a  day 
which  had  been  ao  lull  of  agitation.  I  may 
be  very  weak,  my  friend;  but  I  have  alieady 
undergone  so  much  vviihiu  twelve  hours  that,  it 
you  would  have  me  keep  my  couiage  np  fior 
other  dangers  which  may  be  still  before  us,  you 
will  not  tell  me  aught  that  can  move  me  more 
just  now.  And  how  can  1,"  she  added,  feeUng 
that  she  was  showing  the  feelings  of  her  heart 
more  dearly  than  woman  ever  likes  to  display 
them ;  ^  how  can  I  hear  anyttiiog,  affecting 
•adly  one  who  has  aavad,  befriended,,  ecmr 
forted,  supported  me,  without  being  ,  deeply 
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moved  ?  Another  day,  Algeroon,  when  we  baw 

calmer  thougbta*"' 

*^  Well,  be  it  so,"  replied  ber  lover;  ^  I  only 
sought  to  speak  of  matters  not  very  bright,  lest 
Agnes  Herbert  should  think,  liertiaiter,  I  had 
wiDingly  concealed  aoght  from  her  that  she  had 
a  right  to  know." 

**  I  shall  never  think  evil  of  you,  Algernon,*' 
she  said,  in  a  firm,  quiet  tone  I  could 
sooner  doubt  myself  than  you.  Hark  I  do  yon 
not  hear  voices  speaking«^there,  to  the  right 

Algernon  Grey  listened^  but  all  was  still ; 
and,  somewhat  quickening  their  pace,  they  rode 
on  through  the  deep  wood  which  then  stretched 
along  the  bank  of  the  Moldau,  A  few  minutes 
afiter,  the  sky  became  lighter  as  the  shadowy 
masses  of  vapour  vveic  boiue  avva^  by  the  wind, 
and  Algernon  Grey  said,  in  a  low  Toice, 
^  The  moon  is  rising,  I  think.  Darkness 
were  our  best  friend,  dear  Agnes;  but  yet  I 
trust  we  are  now  beyond  all  danger  from  the 
enemy.   The  wood  seems  coming  to  an  end*** 

It  was  as  he  supposed  i  for,  ere  they  had  gone 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther,  the  trees  suddenly 
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ceased,  and  tbey  found  themselves  on  a  broad 
road  close  by  the  side  of  the  river.  The  moon  was 
shining  on  the  wide  wateiSi  rendering  them  one 
sheet  of  liquid  silver ;  but  a  nunute  or  two  after 
they  had  emerged  from  the  screen  of  branches^ 
the  hoibe  of  Algernon  Grey  swerved  violently 
away  from  some  object  on  the  bank.  He 
reined  him  round,  and  gazed  towards  the 
stream.  There  was  a  corpse  lying  on  the  bank» 
stripped  already  of  arms  and  clothings  and  a 
large  dark  body — what»  it  was  Dot  possible  to 
discover — was  seen  floating  rapidly  down  the 
stream.    AU  was  still  and  silent  aiound»  wiUi- 
out  a  sonnd  bat  the  murmuring  Moidau  ruahinc 
between  its  banks,  which  there  were  low  and 
flat ;  and  it  had  a  strange  and  horrible  eflfect*. 
as  Algernon  Grey  gazed  over  the  scene,  to 
behold  that  naked  corpse  lying  there  in  the 
bright  moonlight,  with  the  glistening  met 
flowing  by,  and  the  dark  lowers  of  Prague,  far 
up  the  stream,  rising  in  its  splendid  basin  of 
hills,  vast  and  irregular,  so  that  rock  and  town 
could  hardly  be  distinguished  from  each  other; 
while,  on  tiie  other  side  of  the  river^  was  still  t> 
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be  distinguwhed,  though  faint  and  indefiQtte^ 

the  glare  of  the  Bavarian  watchiirei. 

"There  have  been  plunderers  at  work  here 
alieady,"  said  Algernon  Grey,  riding  on ;  but 
Agnes  had  seen  the  same  object  which  bad 
canght  his  sight,  and  she  kept  silenoe,  oovering 
her  eyes  with  her  hand. 

The  road  then  rose  again  a  little,  then 
fell  into  a  sort  of  wooded  glen ;  and,  as  they 
were  descending,  a  voice  suddenly  cried  out, 
''Standi  who  goes  there?"  and  at  the  same 
moment  an  armed  man,  pike  m  hand,  presented 
himself,  while  two  or  three  otheii  drew  out 
from  the  bushes. 

Agnes'  heart  sunk ;  but  Algernon  Grey 
answered,  in  a  calm  tone,  ''  We  are  peaceable 
travellers,  if  we  are  not  molested.  But  we  will 
not  be  stopped." 

Ue  looked  over  bis  shoulder  as  he  spoke,  for 
he  heard  the  galloping  of  a  horse,  and  to  bis 
surprise  be  saw  that,  while  the  lad  Frill 
remained  firm^  and  had  already  drawn  his 

sword,  his  old  and  tried  servant  Tony  was 

riding  quickly  away. 
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Peaceable  travellers  !  **  said  the  man.  ^  You 
ride  late,  and  with  casque  and  cuirass.  Come 
up,  my  men  ;  come  up  1  We  must  make  these 
peaceable  travellers  account  for  their  doings  to 
General  Tilly.'' 

Algernon  Grey's  eye  ran  over  the  ground 
around.  There  were  but  four  men  visible^  and 
all  seemed  armed  alike  as  pikemen.  "  Drop 
behind,  Agnes,"  he  said  in  a  low  tone ;  "  they 
have  no  fire-arms.    I  and  the  boy  have." 

As  he  spoke,  the  nearest  man  advanced  to 
lay  his  hand  upon  the  horse^s  bridle.  Stand 
back  ! "  cried  the  young  Englishman  in  a  stem 
tone,  drawing  a  pistol  from  his  saddle-bow,  and 
levelling  it.  Make  way  there  I  —  You  are 
mere  marauders,  that  is  clear,  stripping  the 
dead.  I  will  stop  for  the  bidding  of  none 
such." 

The  roan  recoiled  a  step  or  two;  but  then, 
after  an  instant's  hesitation,  he  sprang  fonvard> 
pushing  his  pike  at  the  horse*s  poitral.  The 
young  Englishman's  finger  was  pressed  firmly 
and  steadily  upon  the  trigger,  the  hammer  fell, 
a  ringing  report  followed,  and  his  assailant 
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reeled  and  fell  Imck  upon  the  turf  at  once. 
^Now  for  another/'  cmd  Algomon  Gny,  in 
German;  which  of  you  will  be  the  oext?'^ 
ud  at  the  sane  monent  lie  drew  a  aecond  pis- 
tol from  the  holster.  Uaye  the  other  weapons 
at  hand.  Frill/'  he  oontinnedy  speaking  to  the 
pag^  bat  nefer  withdrawing  his  ^es  from  die 
group  beioie  him.  ^  Who  is  the  uext,  I 
•ay  ?- 

No  one  mored ;  but  they  still  stood  across 
the  path,  appaieatly  speaking  togsAer  in  a  low 
voice.  It  wa.  evMient  to  Algetuon  Grey  that 
the  enemy  had  no  force  to  fall  back  upon,  and 
tiiat  the  party  consisted  merely  either  of  men 
eent  aeross  the  river  to  cut  oii  any  stragglers 
ftom  the  Bohemian  army,  or  of  the  plnndeiere 
who  always  follow  great  hosts,  and  live  too 
Iraqnently  by  assassinating  the  wounded  and 
•tripping  the  dead.  As  they  were  still  three  to 
two^  however,  and  the  presence  of  Agnes  Her- 
bert filled  him  with  appcehenaions  on  her 
account  which  he  had  never  known  on  his 
own,  he  was  unwilling  to  hurry  into  any  further 
strife*  while  there  was  a  chance  of  the  mm 
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retiring  and  leaving  the  way  open«  He  there- 
fore paused,  ere  he  took  upon  himself  the  part 
of  aaeailanty  holding  the  pistol  ready  oocked  in 
his  hand,  and  prepared  at  once  to  repel  any 
sudden  attack.  After  a  brief  consultation 
amongst  themselres,  however,  the  men  sepa* 
rated ;  one  remained  close  to  the  road,  merely 
drawing  behind  a  tree  to  the  side ;  the  other  two 
ran  to  the  right  and  left  amongst  the  bushes,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  springing  out  upon 
him  and  his  party  as  he  passed.  The  young 
Englishman'sposition  was  dangerous;  but  there 
seemed  no  choice.  To  retreat  might  throw  him 
in  the  way  of  other  and  stronger  parties  of  the 
name  marauders.  To  parity  with  the  adversary 
could  produce  no  good  result ;  and,  choosing  his 
course  speedily,  Algernon  Grey  turned  his  bead 
to  Agnes,  saying,  Close  up  close  to  me,  dear 
lady ;  you,  boy,  take  your  place  on  the  left» 
put  up  your  sword,  and  advance  slowly,  pistol 
in  hand ;  aim  steadily  and  near,  if  any  one  at* 
tacks  you,  and  still  keep  on/* 

Then,  drawing  his  sword,  he  placed  it  be« 
tween  his  teeth,  and,  holdiog  the  pistol  in  his 
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light,  advanced  at  a  foot-pace  as  soon  as  Agnes 
bad  ridden  up  to  his  side. 

It  would  seem  that  the  adveibanes  were 
someifihat  intimidated  by  his  proceedingSi  for 
they  did  not  make  their  attack  at  once,  as  he 
had  expected;  and  the  delay  brought  anex* 
pected  help;  for,  as  the  young  Englishman^ 
keeping  a  tight  rein  upon  his  charger^  was  pro- 
ceeding dowly  along  the  road,  he  suddenly  heard 
the  galloping  of  horse  behind  him,  and^  for  an  in- 
stant, feared  that  all  was  lost.  He  did  not  Ten«> 
ture  to  turn  his  head,  indeed^  keeping  a  watchful 
eye  in  front,  and  on  either  side ;  but  the  boy 
Frill,  less  cautious,  looked  round  by  the  light 
of  the  mooD,  and  then  exclaimed  aloud,— 

Hurrah  I  Here  comes  friend  Tony  widi 
help.'* 

Either  the  sort  of  cheer  he  gave,  or  their 
own  observation,  showed  the  marauders  that 

they  were  hkely  to  be  overmatched.  Tiie  man 
behind  the  tree  started  away  and  ran  down  the 
road,  receiving  the  ball  of  Algernon  Grey's 
pistol  as  he  went,  falling,  rising  again,  and 
staggering  in  amongst  the  bushes.   The  other 


110 


HBIDBT.BMO, 


two  were  heard  pufthmg  iheir  way  through  tiie 
dry  branches;  but,  ere  they  ooold  hare  gooe 
ftr,  tfie  old  temnt  was  by  his  master's  side. 

"I  beg  your  pardoo^  my  lord,  for  ruunlng 
away.  I'm  not  aceostomed  to  that  nick;  but 
I  had  heard  Enghsh  tongues^  aad  caught  a 
UtUe  glimpse  of  a  fiie^  as  we  passed  tfaioagk 
the  wood ;  and  i  thought  I  could  aer?e  yoa 
better  in  the  rear  than  in  the  front." 

"  Who  bare  you  got  with  yoa?*"  asksd 
Algeroon  Grey,  looking  romid  to  the  other 
msn  who  had  come  np^  one  of  whom»  wilb  his 
sword'fi  point  dropped,  was  gsomg  down  upon 
the  body  of  the  man  who  bad  bees  shot,  wfaik 
two  others  had  fallowed  Tony  close  to  the 
young  gentleman's  side*  and  a  fourth  seemed 
to  be  searching  the  brushwood  on  the  right  fiur 
any  concealed  enemy. 

'^Tbey  am  four  men  fiom  Mastsr  Digby's 
troop,'*  answered  Tony.  I  could  have  sworn 
that  the  voices  I  beaid  wwe  English,  so  I 
had  no  fear  ia  gomg  back;  and  they  may 
prove  desperate  good  help  to  us  as  we  pro* 
eeed." 
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Alganum  Giey  paused  to  consider  for  a  mo- 

meat;  aod  then,  turning  to  the  nien^  he  asked 

them  eome  qneetkmiy  tbe  amwers  to  which 

showed  that,  after  the  last  charf^e  on  the  part 
of  the  Bohemian  focce^  they  had  contrived 
to  cross  tbo  Moldau,  and  conceal  themselves 
in  the  wood*  They  had  seen  several  bands  of 
plunderers  come  over  the  river  during  the 
evening,  and  bad  lain  quite  still  till  it  was 
darky  wheo  they  had  lighted  a  fire,  and  sent 
one  of  their  nuu^ber  to  a  neighbouring  village 
for  provisions.  The  store  they  had  obtained 
had  been  scanty ;  but  they  were  solacing  tbem* 
sdves  with  this  supply  when  Tony's  apparition 
called  them  to  the  saddle ;  and»  without  hesH 
tation  or  fear,  they  came  down  to  aid  a  country- 
man in  distress.  They  asked  no  better  than 
to  accompany  the  young  Englishman  and  his 
paity;  bnt  Algernon  Grey^  recollecting  that 
Digby  's  troop  bad  suiiered  but  little,  and  that 
Brandeis  had  been  appomted  as  a  rallying 
pkee,  would  only  suffer  them  to  accompany 
bim  tbiee  or  four  miles  farther  down  the  river 
and  then,  paying  them  liberally  for  their  escort 
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directed  them,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
on  their  road  to  the  point  of  rendezvous. 

A  little  village  lay  immediately  before  him, 
when  he  parted  with  his  new  companions;  but 
it  was  all  dark  and  solitary ;  and,  though  the 
clouds  had  gathered  thickly  over  the  sky,  and 
the  north-east  wind  was  blowing  keen,  he  asked 
Agnes  if  she  could  still  proceed ;  and,  on  her 
answering  in  the  affirmative,  rode  on  along  the 
broad  and  even  road,  catching,  from  time  to 
time,  a  glimpse  of  the  glistening  Moldau  on 
the  lef^,  though  at  a  much  greater  distance 
than  before. 

"  If  I  recollect  right,  dear  Agnes,"  he  said, 
''some  six  or  seven  miles  ahead  is  the  small 
town  of  Weltrus,  where  there  is  a  passage- 
boat  across  the  river.  We  can  discover  there 
whether  there  is  any  danger  to  be  expected  on 
the  other  side;  and,  if  not,  can  get  across,  plac- 
ing ourselves  in  the  enemy's  rear ;  after  which 
we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  reaching  Wald- 
sachsen,  where  we  shall  be  in  a  friendly  country, 
and  able,  I  trust,  to  make  our  way  through  the 
Upper  Palatinate  to  Heilbroun  and  Heidelberg." 
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Agnes  agreed  to  all  that  he  proposed;  but 
the  dietanoa  was  tomewhat  greater  than  he  had 
imagined*  Uis  own  horse  showed  great  symp> 
toms  of  fatigue.  It  became  necessaiy  to  pro- 
ceed more  dowly  aa  they  advanced ;  and  the 
church  clock  struck  thr^  as  they  entered  the 
namw  street  All  was  dark  and  silent  as  they 
advanced,  till,  when  they  were  about  midway 
through  the  litde  town^  they  heard  the  wateh^ 
man  of  the  n^ht,  as  was  then  common  in 
almost  every  village  in  Germany,  and  is  still 
practised  in  remote  places^  knocking  at  the 
doors  of  the  principal  houses,  and  waking  the 
drowsy  inhabitants,  to  assure  them  that  all  ia 
right,'* 

With  Ae  aid  of  this  fnnetionaiy,  the  land* 

lord  of  the  little  tiuest-bouse  was  brought  to  the 
door,  and  rooms  speedily  prepared  for  the 
travellers  to  repose.  He  woald  bm,  to  say  the 

truth,  have  put  them  all  into  one  chamber ;  for 

the  manners  of  that  part  of  the  comtry  were 

somewhat  rude  in  their  simplicity^  and  the 
good  man  could  not  understand  the  delieacy 
of  a  more  retined  state*    All,  however,  waa 
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arranged  at  length;  and  Agnes  lay  doim  lo 
repose.  Her  lover  occupied  a  chamber  near  ; 
and  his  two  attendants  were  placed  ou  a 
pallet  across  the  lady's  door. 

It  was  evident,  from  the  quiet  manner  of  liie 
host,  that  no  tidings  had  yet  reached  him  of 
the  rout  of  Prague;  but  Aigeruou  Grey  was> 
anxious  to  depart  before  the  rumour  spread 
through  the  country,  and,  with  the  first  ray  of 
morning  light,  he  was  on  foot.  From  the  boatmen 
at  the  ferry  he  found  that  the  only  intelligeoca 
they  had  yet  received  from  the  scene  of  war 
was  nearly  four  days  old*  Men  spoke  of  the 
combat  of  Rakouitz  as  the  last  great  events 
and  satisfied  that,  on  the  way  before  him,  theie 
would  be  found  none  but  the  ordinary  dang^ 
which  awaited  all  travellers  in  those  days^  he 
latamed  and  roused  Agnes  finom  the  deep  slam^ 
ber  into  which  she  had  fallen. 

In  a  few  minutes  she  was  by  his  side»  say-* 
ingy  How  strange  a  thing  is  sleep,  Algernon  i 
I  had  forgot  all,  and,  in  the  only  dream  I  had, 
I  was  a  child  again,  in  the  happy  valley  by  the 
banks  of  the  Meuse." 
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Algarnoii  Grey  smiled  sadly.  ^'Sometimes 

I  hardly  kaow/'  he  said» which  is  the  dreaai« 
which  the  reality :  the  vivid  images  of  sleep  or 
those  that  pass  before  our  waking  eyes.  Perhaps 
a  time  may  come  when  we  shall  wake  to  truer 
things,  and  find  that  this  life  and  all  that  it 
presents  was  but  a  vision.'' 

^*  No,"  said  his  fiiir  companion,  after  a  mo* 
meat's  thought ;  there  are  some  things  that 
must  be  real.  The  strong  affections  that  go 
down  with  ns  to  death;  good  actions^  and, 
alas  !  evil  ones,  likewise. — But  I  am  ready ; 
let  ns  set  out  again.'' 

Algernon  Grey  would  not  suffer  her  to  en- 
counter renewed  faticrue  without  some  refresh* 
ment;  and,  after  a  light  meal  already  ordered, 

thev  passed  across  the  river  in  the  ferry-boat." 

Great  news  1  great  news ! "  cried  a  stranger, 

riding  up  to  cross  over  from  the  other  side, 
just  as  they  were  remounting  their  horses  after 
landing,  "  The  good  JDuke  of  BavariaJ  and 
General  Bucquoy  have  defeated  the  heretic 
Elector  Palatine  under  the  walls  of  Prague, 
and  taken  him  and  his  English  wife  prisoners 
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"Am  you  suie  of  the  inteliigenoel''  aaked 
Algernon  Grey,  gravely. 
^Qaitey''  mid  the  honemaiit  ahirptf;  ^do 

you  doubt  it,  young  geotleLuaD?" 

N«jr,  vail  till  yM  get  to  the  other  tide  of 

the  water,  and  then  inquire  farther/'  anmered 
Algernon;  ''there  is  nuoiy  a  battle  veported 
unm,  that  is  lesUy  lost — Good-day''  and  he 
fode  oa  wttfaAgoeSyleaniigthetiafeUerineeM 
doubt  and  constemation. 

"  We  must  lose  no  time,  dear  Agnes,"  he  said  i 
^  bat  heeten  on  into  the  leer  of  the  eneiay^s 
army  ere  this  news  spreads  iar*  If  we  can 
reach  Laan,  I  tfaiak  we  aaay  eteape  easiMiflian 
as  fugiiiyes  from  Prague^  and  there  are  sliU 
some  gartisQDS  in  that  qaatter  whidi  haTe  aol 
yet  submitted  to  the  Austiians." 

But,  as  usual  ia  all  calculations  of  dis- 
taneeiH  the  state  of  the  reads  was  aot  ledi* 
oaed.  Tiie  day  proved  lowering  and  gloomy, 
the  wind  idew  in  sharp  Aeree  gusts  otar  tha 
bare  hUiy  grooad  between  the  Moidau  and 
the  Eger,  aad  thoagh  die  distaaee  ftoat  the 
one  point  to  the  other  is  not  thirty  nuke  ia  a 
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direct  line,  the  sinuosities  of  aui  ill-made  country 
road  imdeved  it  nearly  doaUe.  At  length  aa 
night  was  failing,  Algernon  Grey  lifted  his  fair 
weary  companion  from  her  horse  at  the  door  of 
a  small  TiUagi  inn^  aomewhat  to  the  weat  oC 
Teinitz,  and  gladly  sat  down  with  her  by  the 
fireside  of  the  good  widow  hoatesSt  who  with 
her  daughter  were  the  only  occupants  of  the 
hoBse.  The  iaie  was  scanty  and  simple,  but 
there  was  a  cheerful  good  humour  in  the 
manner  with  whieh  it  was  served  which  ren<- 
dered  it  palataUe;  and  the  inhabitanta  of  a 
remote  place,  with  neither  fortress  nor  castle  in 
the  neighboorhood,  seemed  to  know  and  care 
little  about  the  war  winch  had  passed  with  its 
mde  current  at  a  distanoe  from  them*  The 
woman,  too,  could  speaii  Germai^  and  after 
having  pronded  the  weary  traveUers  with  all 
that  her  house  could  afibrd  in  the  way  of  food, 
she  threw  her  gray  hood  over  her  head,  saying, 
with  a  cheerful  laugh,  to  Agne%  ^  I  am  going 
out  to  search  the  village  for  eggs,  and  fowls,  and 
meat;  for  it  will  snow  before  mommg;  and 
then  we  may  not  be  able  to  get  them/* 
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Agnes  gazed  in  Algernon's  face  with  a  look  of 
apprehension;  but  he  smiled  gaily,  replying  to 
her  look ;  ^'  Let  it  snow  if  it  will,  dear  Agnes. 
We  shall  then  have  an  icy  fortress  for  our 
defence,  which  no  enemy  will  be  in  haste  to 
pass.  It  will  give  us  time  for  rest,  and  thought, 
and  preparation." 

The  woman's  prophecy  proved  true,  for  the 
next  morning  at  daybreak  the  ground  was 
covered  with  several  feet  of  snow ;  and  for  three 
.  days  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  were  ira- 
Dassable.  They  seemed  to  fly  very  quickly, 
however,  to  Agnes  Herbert  and  Algernon  Grey, 
though  she  felt  her  situation  j^trange.  But  her 
companion's  gentle  kindness  deprived  it  of  any 
painful  feeling.  The  rich  stores  of  his  mind 
were  all  poured  forth  to  cheer  and  to  amuse 
her;  and  if  they  loved  before  the  hour  of  their 
arrival  there,  oh  how  they  loved  when,  on  the 
fourth  morning,  they  again  set  forth  from 
the  poor  but  comfortable  shelter  they  had 
found! 

The  day  was  bright,  and  almost  as  warm  as 
summer,  they  and  their  horees,  too,  were  re- 
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fmhed  and  cheered,  and  a  loDg  day's  journey 
brought  them  close  to  the  iroutiers  of  the 
Upper  Palatinate. 

Avoiding  all  large  cities^  they  agam  rested  for 
the  night  in  a  small  town;  and  on  the  following 
day  gladly  passed  the  limits  of  Bohemia,  ne?er 

to  return.  The  it&L  of  Lheir  joumej,  as  lai  as 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  was  performed  without 
cliiBcuity,  though  not  without  fatigue,  remem 
4iered  dangers  made  present  secnrity  seem  mono 
«weet,  the  weather  conUnued  clear  aud  iine,  and 
they  wandered  for  six  days  through  mountains, 
and  valleys  and  woods,  almost  as  cheerfully  as 
if  ia  the  first  spring  of  young  love  they  had 
^ooe  forth  together  to  view  all  that  is  fair  and 
l>right  in  the  beautiful  book  of  nature* 


120 


HEIDBLBBRG. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

"  Etil  news,  Oberntraut,  evil  news  I"  cried 
Colonel  Herbert,  as  he  sat  in  his  tower  at  Hei- 
delberg, with  an  open  letter  in  his  hand.  An- 
halt  has  been  defeated  under  the  walls  of  Prague 
—totally  defeated  !  How  could  it  be  otherwise  ? 
Fifty  thousand  trained  Austrians  and  Bavarians 
against  thirty-five  thousand  raw  recruits — a 
mere  mob  of  herds  and  citizens,  and  wild  Tran- 
sylvanian  horse !" 

What  more?"  asked  Obemtraut,  who  stood 
before  him  with  a  stern  but  calm  brow,  "  There 
must  be  other  news  at  the  back  of  that ;  and  if 
you  have  not  yet  got  it,  few  days  will  pass  ere 
it  comes." 

There  is  plenty  more,'*  said  Herbert,  sadly; 
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Fiedency  the  Qaeeo,  and  ail  the  court  fled,  no 
one  knows  whither,  aud  Prague  surrendered  oa 
the  foUowiog  dqr." 

I  thought  so,"  answered  Obemtiauty  witli- 
ont  any  change  of  toooy one  could  eee  it  coning 
as  plain  as  the  Neckar  from  the  bodge.  But 
who  ia  the  ioCter  from*  yoor  niece?  Where  it 
ahe  '/—How  &rea  she  V* 

I  know  Qoty''  answered  the  old  officer^  lay- 
ing the  paper  down  upon  the  taUe  and  clasping 
his  hands  together* 

The  kltcr  is  from  Lodunp— bat  be  says  no 
word  of  Agues — God  help  us  i  Bui  I  will  not 
be  apprehennve ;  where  her  royal  mistress  conld 
pass,  she  could  pass  toa  Besides^  CYen  if  she 
lenmined  in  Prague,  these  men  would  never  hurt 
a  woman.^ 

*'  I  do  not  know/*  replied  Obemtraut,  with  a 

very  gloomy  brow.     Tilly  is  not  tender,  and 

such  as  he  have  done  strange  things  in  the  Par 
latinate  lately,  as  witness  Benshmm,  Heppen- 
lieini,  and  Otierbeig.  Herbert,  I  love  your 
niece  too  well  to  rest  satisfied  to.  I  mnst  have 
liurthef  news,  and  1  go  to  seek  it." 
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Herbert  rose  and  grasped  his  hand,  gazing 
sadly  in  his  face,  "  Alas !  Oberntraut,"  he  said, 
after  a  moment's  silence,  "  I  fear  you  are  pre- 
paring disappointment  for  yourself.— Woman's 
heart  is  a  wayward  thing,  and — " 

Oberntraut  waved  his  hand,  "  You  mistake 
me,  my  friend,"  he  said ;  any  disappointment 
that  could  be  felt  has  been  drunk  to  the  dregs 
already.  Agnes  loves  me  not,  as  I  should  re- 
quire to  be  loved ;  and  I  seek  no  heart  that 
cannot  be  entirely  mine.  I  have  had  my  lesson, 
and  have  learned  it  well.  I  love  her  still,  but 
with  a  different  love  to  that  of  former  times; 
cold,  but  not  less  strong;  and  in  return  she  shall 
give  me  esteem  and  regard.  This  she  cannot 
refuse;  for  it  depends  upon  myself,  not  her — 
but  let  us  talk  of  other  things.  I  will  have  news 
of  her,  ere  many  days  be  over.  I  cannot  leave 
my  post,  't  is  true ;  nor  can  you  quit  yours ;  but 
still,  neither  of  us  can  rest  satisfied  without  some 
tiamgs  o  her  fate — you  have  no  indication  of 
which  way  her  steps  are  turned? — none' of  where 
the  Queen  has  gone  to?" 

"  None/'  answered  Herbert.      Lodun  says 
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nought  that  can  give  the  slightest  clue.  He 

feared,  it  would  seem^  lhat  his  letter  might  fall 
into  the  enemy's  hands^  and  wrote  most  guard- 
edly in  consequeace. — Yet  stay,  I  recollect  that 
when  she  left  me,  the  Queen  made  a  solemn 
promise  to  send  her  back  hither,  if  by  the 
chances  of  war  Frederic's  court  should  be  drivea 
ont  of  Prague — ^nor  is  she  one  to  forget  such  a 
promise." 

Hither!**  said  Obemtraut;  "  it  is  an  unsafe 
place  of  refuge.  Here,  with  war  at  our  very 
gates ;  Heidelberg  itself  menaced  daily  \  weak, 
vacillating  princes,  ruining  the  noblest  cause 
and  the  finest  army  ever  men  iiad,  the  Spantsh 
ibrce,  daily  gaining  ground  aoainst  us;  and  the 
whole  valley  oi  the  Rhine  a  prey  to  a  foreign 
enemy. — But  it  cannot  be  helped.  Even  now, 
most  likely,  she  is  on  the  road ;  and  we  must 
try  to  shield  her  from  peril,  when  she  comes  into 
the  midst  of  this  scene  of  carnage." 

As  he  spoke  a  heavy  step  was  beard  upon  the 
stairs ;  and  an  armed  man  thrust  his  head  into 
the  room,  saying,    The  town  is  in  a  strange 
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state,  Colonel;  for  the  news  has  ciriYea  the  peo- 
ple o«t  of  tlieir  wits  with  fimr/' 

"  What  do  the  fools  expect?"  exclaimed 
Oberatnut;  ''that  MaximiliM  will  maidi 
hither  direct?" 

The  man  shook  his  head»  as  if  he  did  not  un- 
derstand him;  and  Herbert  intepoeed^  inquir- 
iDg,  "What  news.  Ancient?" 

Why,  that  Spinola  has  taken  Weinheim, 
and  is  mardiiag  hither,'"  replied  the  soldier. 
^  Profenm  and  half  the  students  are  flying 
to  Neckargemnnd ;  and  all  the  rich  citiiens 
are  iiighteniag  each  other  with  long  faces  la 
the  marketrphce ;  while  the  women  are  in  the 
churches^  praying  as  hard  as  they  can  pray." 

''This  must  be  seen  to**  said  the  Baron  of 
Obemtraut.  You  go  and  quiet  the  people» 
and  prepare  for  defence.  I  will  ride  out  with 
my  troops  and  discover  what  truth  there  is  in 
these  tidings.'* 

I  love  not  to  meddle/'  said  Herbert, for  I 
vowed  I  would  have  no  command,  when  Menren 
was  put  over  my  head  here.  But  stiU,  I  suppose^ 
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I  iDiiftt  do  my  best  aod^  wbea  the  iiour  £or  fight- 
ing cQmes^  ihey  will  find  that  I  am  young  aud 

aetif  e  enough  to  defend  the  phuse^  if  not  to 
command  the  garnsoQ.'' 

^Nay,  nay,  cast  away  jealonsiet/*  said 
Obemtiaut ;  do  I  not  serve  under  mere  boys 
when  the  time  reqaires  it?** 

Ay,  you  are  mightily  changed,  my  fiiend/' 
said  Herbert. 

^  i  thank  Ood  fiir  it,''  answond  Obemtraut, 
*^  I  have  lost  nought  that  was  good  to  keep, 
and  nnieh  tliat  was  better  cast  away.  But 
nnaQtea  are  precious :  let  us  forth.  1  thiok 
the  folks  wiU  fight  whea  tlie  liuie  of  need 
oomcs;  fat  these  citiaens  ave  often  more 
frighteoed  at  a  distaat  rumour  thau  a  present 
periL'' 

"  Let  those  that  will,  fly,''  answered  Herbert, 
casting  bis  swoid-belt  over  his  shottlder,  and 
pattmg  on  his  haU  ^If  wo  are  to  have  a  sieg^ 

the  fewer  mouths  and  the  fewer  cowaidt*  the 
heller.'' 

1  phe  town  of  Heidelberg  presented  a  strange 
mitm,  as  the  two  efficeis  passed  tiirough  the 
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streets^  after  descending,  by  the  shortest  path, 
from  the  castle.  ConBternatioii  was  at  its 
height;  and  the  only  preparations  to  be  seen 
were  for  flighty  not  for  defence*  Men  on  hone* 
back  and  on  foot —  women  in  carts,  many  with 
children  in  their  arms  — waggons  loaded  with 
goods-^very  sort  of  conveyance,  in  short,  that 
couid  be  found  in  haste — well  nigh  blocked  up 
the  way  leading  to  the  eastern  gate  of  the  town, 
now  called  the  Kari-thor ;  and  in  all  the  market- 
places and  open  spaces  of  the  city,  crowds  of 
bargbers  were  to  be  seen ;  some  of  them  bold, 
indeed y  iu  words,  but  almost  all  of  them  filled 
with  terror,  and  meditating  Aitare  flight. 

Herbert  mingled  with  the  different  groups, 
amidst  a  population  where  he  was  well  known, 
asking,  in  a  calm  and  somewhat  scornful  tone,*** 
"Why,  what  are  you  afraid  of,  good  people  ?* 
and  generally  adding^—^' There  is  no  danger,  I 
tell  you,  if  you  have  but  a  little  spirit.  JRrst, 
the  news  is  not  true,  I  believe ;  and,  seeondty* 
Spinola  has  not  half  men  enough  to  take 
Heidelberg,  if  but  the  schoolboys  and  parish- 
beadles  will  please  to  hold  the  gates  against 
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bim.  Come,  come;  go  home  and  lest  qaiet» 
Six  months  hence  it  may  be  a  different  matter ; 
faut  now  yon  have  no  cause  for  fear/' 

In  many  instances,  his  words,  but,  more 
stilly  his  calm  tone  and  easy  bearing,  had  their 
eiiect  in  re-assuring  the  people.  They  began 
to  be  ashamed  of  their  fears  ;  and  a  number  of 
the  principal  townsmen  returned  to  their  homes 
to  tell  their  wives  and  families  that  the  danger 
bad  been  magnified.  As  no  farther  report  of 
Spinola's  approach  reached  the  town  during 
fhe  day,  towards  evening  Heidelberg  became 
far  more  tranquil^  though  it  must  admitted 
that  the  populaUon  was  considerably  thinned 
between  morning  and  night. 

In  the  mean  while^  Oberntraut  issued  ioith 
by  the  Mannheim-gate  at  the  head  of  a  party 
of  about  two  hundred  horse,  and  advanced 
rapidly  into  the  plain.  No  enemy  eonld  be 
discovered  for  some  time;  but  at  length  the 
yoang  commander  saw  the  smoke  of  a  burning 
mill  at  some  distance,  and  concluded  thence 
that  Spinola,  after  sacking  Weinheim,  had 
leliredi  making  a  mere  demonstration  on  the 
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city  of  Heidelberg,  more  for  the  purpose  of 
strikinp  the  inbtbitaott  with  tenor  than  witfi 
any  iateotioa  of  attacking  a  place  too  atroQg 
tor  his  8ImI1  force.  Shortly  after,  from  « little 
ri«,  the  r«u.g«ani  of  his  anuy  couid  be  di*. 
covered  marching  towards  Ladenburg ;  but,  at 
the  aane  tinier  aeraral  laige  partiea  of  Spaoiah 
horse  were  to  be  seen  on  Uie  south  side  of  the 
Neckar,  and  two  or  three  oometo  eoald  be  per- 
ceived gomg  at  a  quick  pace  along  the  mouii- 
taio-road  towards  Wiedoeh. 

Oa  mj  iUe  1  they  are  somewhat  boldy"  said 
Oberntraut  to  himself.  Whither  are  they 
going  110W9 1  wonder  ?   We  miiit  see," 

He  paused  for  several  minutes^  watching; 
then  called  vp  to  his  side  one  of  the  young 
officers  of  his  troop,  and  gave  him  orders  to 
proeeed  with  fifty  men  on  the  loed  towards 
Mosbach,  to  inquire  eagerly  for  ail  news  icom 
Prague,  and  if  he  met  with  any  of  the  ladies  of 
Elisabeth's  conri  letnming  towards  Heklelbeig^ 
to  give  them  safe  escort  back.  Three  siagie 
horsemen  be  despatched  on  aepaiato  roads — 
the  reader  who  knows  the  Palatinate  will  re- 
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member  that,  passing  through  the  woods  and 
orchards,  tbere  are  ianumerable  small  bridle* 
paths  and  cart-tracks — to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  party  which  bad  been  seen  approaching 
Wiesloch ;  and  then,  advancing  slowly  amongst 
tho  frees,  so  as  to  conceal  his  force  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  German  officer  did  not  halt  till  he 
reached  the  village  of  Hockenheim,  whence  he 
threw  a  small  party  into  Waldorf.  Night  fell 
shortly  afterwards  ;  and  Oberntraut  was  seated  • 
at  his  frugal  supper,  when  one  of  the  men  re-* 
turned  in  haste  to  tell  him  that  the  Spanish 
horse  had  passed  by  Wiesloch,  and  just  at 
nightfall  attacked  Langenbriicken,  adding* — 

^  They  had  got  pobsessiou  uf  one  part  of  the 
town,  I  think,  ere  I  came  away ;  but  the  people 
had  barricaded  the  bridge,  and  seemed  resolved 
to  hold  out  in  the  other  part*" 

^  We  must  give  them  help,''  said  Oberntraut. 

How  many  of  the  Spaniards  were  there  V* 

^  One  of  the  men  whom  I  found  half  drunk 
upon  the  road/'  said  the  soldier,  told  me  that 
there  were  Jeronimo  Valetto's  troop  and  another ; 
in  all  near  three  hundred  men." 

VOL.  III.  K 
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«<WeU,  we  are  a  faondred  and 

answered  Oberntraut.  ^  Go  down,  call  the 
men  to  the  saddle — ^biit  no  trumpeU,  raeni- 
ber ;  we  will  do  aU  quietly and,  as  sooq  as 
Hm  soldier  was  gone»  be  filled  himself  a  large 
horn-cup  full  of  wine  and  drank  it  off ;  then 
placing  his  helmet  on  Iiks  head  again,  aud 
iightgniiig  the  buckle  of  his  cuinss,  he  lesned 
fbrthy  and  in  five  minutes  more  was  m  tbe 
saddle. 

Advancing  quietly  and  silently  by  the  paths 
through  the  plain,  which  he  well  knew,  he 
approached  Langeabriicken,  fancying  nt  one 
time  be  heard  a  firing  in  that  direction.  Am 
he  eame  nearer^  however*  all  was  stiO ;  and 
neither  sight  nor  sound  gave  any  indication  of 
strife  in  the  long  straggling  Tillage.  At  the 
distance  of  a  quaitsr  of  a  aile  the  yoaag 
baron  rode  on  with  four  or  five  men  in  advance 
of  his  troop ;  and,  shortly  after,  heaid  sowaral 
voices  laughing,  talking,  and  eingiiig.  They  were 
not  German  tongvss;  and  though  the  langm^ 
that  Utey  spoils  ^ms  nose  harmonious  than  his 
own,  it  did  not  sound  sweet  to  Oberntraut'a 
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ear.  Dismounting  in  profouud  silence,  he  ad- 
vanced with  four  of  his  men  on  foot,  till  be 
oame  in  flight  of  a  ^re  at  the  end  of  the  nar- 
nm  street,  whm  three  Italian  aoidieni  were 
sitting,  whiling  away  the  time  of  their  watch 
with  drink  and  song ;  and,  approaching  as 
near  as  he  coald  without  being  seen,  Obern- 
traut  whispered  a  word  to  his  foUowersj  and 
tbeii  darted  forward  upon  the  Htfle  party  of  the 
enemy.  Me  had  one  down  and  under  his  iaet 
in  a  moment;  the  otiiers  started  uy,  but  were 

instantly  grappled  with  by  the  Oetman  rertera, 

and  mastered  at  once.  One  of  them,  indeed, 
levelled  a  carbine  at  Obemtraut  and  was  about 
to  fire;  bat  a  stout,  tali  German  thrust  his 
hand  over  tiie  pan  just  in  time  to  stop  a  report 
which  would  have  alarmed  the  town. 

**  The  least  noise  and  you  are  dead  men," 
said  Obemtraot,  ui  as  good  Spanish  as  he  could 
command.   "  Where  is  Vaietto?" 

Who  are  you  V*  demanded  the  man  to 
whom  he  spoke. 

I  am  he  whom  you  call  *  that  devil  Oberu- 
travt/    answoed  the  young  baron ;  *^  so  give 
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me  an  answer  qaickly,  or  i'U  drive  my  dagger 
down  your  throat.'* 

is  in  tbat  hoase  there^  where  the  sign 
swiDgSi'^  answered  the  man  sullenly,  pointing 
up  the  street. 

And  the  rest  of  the  men  ?  asked  the  Colonel. 

**  Ob,  in  the  difTerent  houses,  where  you  wiil 
see  lights  and  hear  tongues/'  answered  the 
Italian  soldier  in  bad  Spauish;  and  lookiog 
over  his  shoulder  at  the  same  time,  he  saw  the 
young  baron's  troop  advancing  quietly  over  the 
dusty  road  into  the  town. 

Let  fifteen  dismount  and  come  with  me/' 
said  Obemtraut  in  a  low  voice,  as  soon  as  the 
head  of  the  troop  was  near ;  *'the  rest  seareh  all 
the  houses  where  there  are  lights;  but  let  a 
party  be  at  each  door  before  the  least  noise  is 
made ;  then  cut  down  the  enemy  wherever  you 
find  tiiem.  Give  these  men  their  lives  ;  but 
guard  them  well." 

Thus  saying,  he  advanced,  with  the  number 
he  had  commanded  to  follow  him,  towards 
the  house  which  the  itaiiun  had  pointed  out 
as  his  officer's  quarters.    There  was  a  little 
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step  before  the  door;  and,  as  Obemtraat  put 

his  foot  upoa  it,  be  heard  voices  speakiog  m 
the  room  to  tbe  left.  One  was  that  of  a 
msLU,  loud»  boisterous,  nud  jovial*  Tbe  other 
a  woman's  tongue,  soil  and  sweet,  but  speak- 
ing ia  the  tone  of  lamentation  and  entreaty. 
Something  in  that  voice  made  the  young 
baton's  heart  thrill;  and,  cocking  the  pistol 
io  bis  hand,  he  pushed  open  the  outer  door, 
turned  suddenly  to  the  left,  and  entered  the 
room  whence  the  sounds  proceeded* 

Before  him,  beated  at  a  table  loaded  with 
viands  and  wine,  was  a  stoat,  tall  man  with  a 
face  ludamed  with  drink ;  while,  a  little  in  ad* 
vance,  held  by  the  arm  by  a  rough  soldier,  was 
the  never-to-be-foigottea  form  of  Agnes  Herbert. 
Her  face  was  drowned  tn  tears;  her  limbs 
seemed  scarcely  to  have  strength  to  hold  her 
up ;  and  yet  her  eye  flajxhed  as  she  said,  "  You 
are  cruel — ungenerous — discourteous !" 

Valetto  started  suddenly  up  from  his  seat  as 
be  beheld  Oberntraut's  face;  and  the  soldier, 
who  held  Agues,  turned  fiercely  round  and  was 
drawing  his  sword.   But  the  young  baron's 
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pistol  WAS  at  his  kead  in  a  awnwit ;  haia 

mer  fell,  and  be  rolled  dead  upoo  Uie  floor, 

Agnes  epnaig  fcrwaTd  to  Obenitra«f  a  ride  ; 
and  Valetto  aank  down  into  hia  seat  again  as 
pale  as  death,  for  tbe  heads  of  five  or  six  Grer- 
nuun  troopeis  ware  seen  behind  Aehr  leader,  and 
the  sounds  of  amteotioo,  fierce  but  short — fk^ 
tola  fired,  clashing  swords,  groans  and  oatba  in 
Spanish,  Italian,  and  German— were  beard  lirom 
other  parts  of  the  bouse. 

''Take  that  nan,  and  tie  himP'  said  the 
young  baron,  speaking  to  his  soldiers.  "  Two 
will  be  enough.  Tbe  rest  go  and  stiR  Aat 
noise  i  I  will  conae  after. — Fear  not,  fear  not, 
lady  !  The  town  is  in  niy  hands — you  are  now 
qnite  safe.-^Here,  sit  yon  down  for  an  instant^ 
and  I  will  rejoin  you  speedily."  As  be  spoke* 
ka  led  Agnes  gantljr  to  a  seat,  and  was  then 
turning  away  to  ieaire  ber,  when  she  exciaiuied. 
Oh  !  my  kind  friend — there  is — there  is — one 
who  needs  aid  in  that  room  behind,  tf  they 
have  not  murdered  him. — We  were  on  oar  way 
t»  Haidelbaic,  when—'' 

I  will  return  diraetfy/'  said  Obeiotraui,  as 
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tbe  «ouad  of  anothftr  pistol  waa  heaid»  **  fear 

not — all  shall  he  done  that  juu  can  desire." 
Tiias  saying*  ha  left  her;  and  Agaas,  sitting 

down,  covered  bar  eyes  with  her  hands  and 

In  tha  maan  tune  the  two  German  soldiers 
had  tied  Valetto*s  armsy  and  he  sat  gazing 
upon  the  £ur  girl  he  had  bean  grossly  iosoltiiig 

Uiii  Qiument  before,  with  a  look  ui  anxious 
hesitation* 

Sp^k  to  imu  for  me»  lady/'  he  said,  at 
length,  in  Italian^  that  incarnate  devil  will 
put  me  to  death,  if  you  do  not*  I  know  his 
face  too  well." 

''What  do  yon  deserve?''  asked  Agnes 
Herbert,  raiding  her  eyes  for  a  moment,  witli  a 
look  of  lepreach;  ''not  for  what  you  have 
said  to  me,  ibr  that  I  can  forgive,  though  it 
was  base  and  cowardly,  but  for  what  you  have 
done  to  those  who  defended  me,  and  only  did 
their  duty  to  the  Prince  they  serve.'* 

"  What  is  it  he  has  done?''  cried  Oberntraut^ 
wlio  had  overheard  the  last  words  as  he  returned 
to  the  room. 
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''Master  Algeraoa  Grey/'  answered  Agnes^ 
with  the  coloor  mouDting  in  her  pale  cbe^ 
again,  escorted  me  hither  from  Prague,  by  the 
Queen's  couuiidnds.  He  aided  the  people  to 
defend  the  town,  and  was  brought  in  badiy 
wounded.  They  tore  me  away  from  him  when 
I  would  have  staunched  the  blood;  and  I 
heard  that  man  order  him  to  be  put  to  death.** 

''Take  him  out  to  the  door/'  said  Obem- 
trauty  "  and  hang  him  to  the  sign-pole/' 

''I  did  but  jest!  I  did  but  jest  T'  cried 
Valetto,  who  had  learned  some  German,  ''the 
cavalier  is  safe-— you  will  find  him  living.  I 
know — I  believe  he  is  living — if  be  died  nol 
of  his  wounds — I  did  but  jest— the  soldiers 
know  it/' 

"Nay,  nay, — I  beseech  you/*  said  Agne^^, 
in  a  tremulous  voice,  laying  her  hand  upon 
Oberutraut  5  arm,  I  do  not  seek  revenge — I 
ought  not^^must  not  feel  it— Oh»  spare  him  !** 

"If  our  noble  friend  is  abve,  well/'  an- 
swered Obemtraut,  sternly  j  but  if  he  be  dead,  I 
will  avenge  him,  whatever  yon  may  say,  lady. 
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The  act  sball  be  miDe :  coine>  show  me  where 
he  was?— and  you,  my  friend^  make  your  peace 

with  Heaven,  as  fai  as  may  be,  and  as  suuii  j  for, 

if  I  find  him  not  in  life,  your  time  on  earth 

will  not  be  more  than  five  mmutes.  Come, 
dear  lady,  where  was  oor  friend  when  last  you 
saw  him  ?  1  trust  this  man's  words  are  true ; 
for  no  soldier  would  venture  to  put  a  prisoner 
to  death,  unless  by  his  commander's  orders." 

«Cgme,"  said  Agnes,  *Uhiswayi"  and  she 
led  him  through  the  door* 

There  was  a  man  lying  across  the  passage, 
with  a  ghastly  wound  on  bis  left  temple,  and 
the  blood  weltering  forth  over  the  scorched  and 
smoke* blackened  skin,  farming  a  small  pool  in 
the  inequalities  of  the  earthen  floor.  The  lady 
recoiled  for  an  instant  from  that  fearful  object ; 
but  the  life  of  Algernon  Orey  was  at  stake ;  and, 
summoning  all  her  resolution,  she  stepped  over 
the  cuipse^  and  pursued  her  path  towards  the 
back  part  of  the  house. 

It  seemed  that  the  German  soldiers  had  not 
penetrated  there ;  and  it  is  probable  that  many 
of  Valetto's  men  had  made  their  escape  already 
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by  ike  lilUe  garden  at  ike  b^ek^  tJm  <looc  of 
which  stood  open.  Some  few  steps  efW  SaA 
mcbed  il^  the  fair  girl  pavaed  aad  laid  hm 
hand  upon  a  lock  on  the  right,  hesitating  with 
thai  terrible  aonteolion  of  bopa  and  fear,  Cnm 
which  the  bumaa  boBow  is  sddani  ixe^  either  m 
one  shape  or  another.  She  mighty  the  nexl  mo* 
«enty  see  him  she  loved  lying  a  oncpae  fae£m 
her  eyes :  she  might  Hud  the  greater  pari  of  her 
apprehensiona  vain ;  but  yet  fear  had  the  pre- 
dominance, and  it  required  a  great  edort  o£  reso- 
lution  to  nake  her  open  the  door  and  look  in. 
There  was  a  light  m  the  ioob^;  and  the  raonient 
a  bltp  was  hcard^  Algernon  Gcey  turned  quickly 

00  the  bed  whem  he  was  kid  ia  the  dolhes 

which  he  bad  worn  on  hia  journey  ^  and»  look* 
ing  round  with  a  fiiittt  smikr  ^  wd,  in  a  kiw 
aitd  feeUe  voice,  X  am*  better^  dear  Agnesr— 
the  bleeding  has  slopped.  What  has  that  man 
doBe!-^hat  was  all  that  noiie  1'* 

Had  the  whole  world  been  present,  Agp/^ 
Herbert  eoald  not  have  semstid  tba  fimbiga  of 
ber  hearty  aodn  advaaiuiig.  to  the  bpdrHirifl^she 
dropped  upon  her  knees,  resting,  ber  banda  oa 


Digitized  by 


BSmXJIEBQ* 


139 


1ii0^  and  txdnmed»  ^Thank  God !— ob,  thank 
Godr 

Ah,  Oberntraut^  too;"  said  Algernon  Grey, 
^  thea  I  need  ool  aik  what  tbote  piatol*ahoto 
impiied.  WelccNBei  my  good  faeiid,  welcome,'' 
'^HvahP  aaki  Oberntmit,  gmwdf,  holding 
ttp  hb  hand.  ''The  doctora  made  me  keep 
silence  wlieu  I  was  wounded,  and  so  will  I  do 

with  you. — Aie  yoa  aete  that  the  wounda  have 

stopped  bleeding? — Com^  let  me  see;^  and 
advaocing  eloaa  to  the  ycmg  BngUahman'a 
side^  he  diew  back  his  vest  and  the  neck  of 
his  shict,  which  were  already  stifif  with  blood, 
and  aair  a  large  woand  on  the  right  breast^ 
aiid  another,  apparently  from  a  pistol-shot,  just 
below  the  bend  of  the  ahodder. 

**  Is  thia  aU}"  be  asked,  m  a  cheerfitl  tone. 
^Methinks  these  won't  kill  yon,  my  good 

There  is  another  just  below  the  knee,**  le^ 
plied  Algeraon  Orey ;    but  that  ia  nothing/' 

''Let  me  see,*'  said  Oberntraut;  ''let  me 
aoef"  aad  he  proceeded  to  exaaBoe. 
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^  It  w  not  much/*  he  said  carelessly ;  but 
still,  this  is  bleeding  and  must  be  stopped ;  and 
we  must  lake  caie  that  the  others  do  not  break 
out  again.  I  wonder  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as 
a  leech  in  the  place — there  must  be  a  barber, 
and  we  will  send  ibr  him.  Barbers  never  fi}% 
for  enemies  must  have  their  beards  dressed  as 
well  as  friends.  Stay  with  him,  dear  lady,  stay 
with  him,  and  do  something,  if  yoo  can,  to  slop 
this  blood.  I  will  send  some  one  who  knows 
more  of  such  matters  than  I  do ;  my  trade  is 
more  to  shed  blood  than  to  stanch  it.** 

He  staid  to  say  no  more,  but  hurried  out ; 
gave  some  hasty  orders  to  the  soldiers  in  the 
housei  weal  farther  down  the  street,  looked  liuo 
several  houses  where  there  were  lights  within 
and  horses  at  the  door,  and,  having  satisfied 
himself  that  all  resistance  was  over  in  the  plaee, 
oe  inquired  of  a  countryman,  whom  he  found  in 
one  of  the  rooms,  where  the  barber  of  the  village 
was  to  be  found. 

Oh,  a  long  way  farther  up,"  said  the  man ; 
^  you  will  see  the  pole  and  basin  oat,*'  and, 
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calling  two  or  three  of  his  troopers  to  follow  him, 
Oberatraut  strode  away,  giving  various  orders 
for  the  security  of  his  men  as  he  went. 

The  trade  of  the  barber  and  the  profession  of 
the  surgeon  were  then,  very  strangely,  combined 
together  throughoot  the  world,  with  the  ezcep* 
tion  oi  one  or  two  cities  in  one  or  two  kingdoms, 
in  which  the  ehiruigeon  was  acknowledged  as 
belonging  to  a  higher  and  more  honourable  class 
than  the  aicre  trimmer  of  meu's  beards  aud  the 

aha? er  of  their  cheeks.   In  every  coimtry  town, 

however,  the  latter  exercised  the  craft  of  bone- 
setting  and  wonndHlressingy  and  the  learned 
functionary  of  Langenbrucken  was  not  at  ail 
surprised  at  being  called  upon  by  the  Baron  of 
Oberntraut  to  tend  a  wounded  man. 

*'  You  have  nothing  to  do/'  said  the  Baron  5c 
a  commanding  tone,  ^*  but  to  stop  the  bleeding, 
and  to  make  sure  that  it  does  not  break  out 
again  as  we  go  to  Heidelberg.  This  case  is 
above  your  skill,  my  friend »  so  that  I  want  you 
to  do  nought  more  thau  I  have  s>aid  :  no  vul- 
nerary salves  and  sympathetic  ointments,  if  you 
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plsm ;  and,  if  I  find  yoa  meddling  befwd 

your  crafty  I  will  slit  yoor  ^u^." 

''But  hiMr  is  the  geadMnm  hmtV  Mkdi 
the  barber  '  iei  me  know  thai,  at  ioasty  iJ^t  I 
may  bring  what  is  nsedfoL'' 

''How  is  he  hurt 2'"  exciaimad  ObemUMl^ 
''what  a  qoesUon  is  that!  First,  he  very 
badly  hart,  and  I  doabt  he  will  not  leeDver,  sa 
1  don't  want  you  to  oiai&e  it  sure.  Then  he  is 
hart  with  aword^hfttals  and  piBtoUgaHs.  All 
yon  have  to  do  is  to  bind  op  his  wounds. 
Therefore  come  along  at  once ;  and,  leading  him 
down  to  the  daor  of  the  hooaa  where  Algernon 
Grey  lay,  he  then  went  on  to  ascertaiu  the 
nanubcr  of  the  pnaonen,  and  of  the  dead  md 
nvounded  on  both  parts. 

When  the  barber  entered  the  rsoni  to  whteh 
Agnes  had  ooodncted  ObemlMatp  he  found  her 
still  kneeling  by  her  lover'b  bed-side^  and  with 
her  hand  olasped  in  has ;  but  the  wound,  fraoi 
winch  the  blood  iiad  been  flowing  when  the 
yonng  Baiw  left  them,  was  new  tightly  boaai 
up  with  a  scarf,  so  that  but  a  lew  dwpB  tiickkd 
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diw>«gh,  staining  the  iiMidagie  slightly.  The 
iady  withdrew  her  haad  as  soon  as  the  door 
opened,  and  the  barber  proceeded  to  his  exami- 
iMliaiii  aad,  being  not  without  skilly  from  Img 
experience,  to  which  science  is  but  a  handmaid, 
he  did  what  was  redly  beat  at  the  momeot,  ki 
ail  respects  but  one.  ^His  look  and  his  words 
certamly  did  vol  tend  to  reaaaim  the  wonnded 
Mn»  iar,  with  a  fault  very  ordinafy  in  his  calir 
ing,  he  was  inclined  to  make  tlie  worst  oi  auy 
caae  pmeotad  to  him,  for  the  sake  of  some 
little  additional  reputation  if  recovery  took 
place,  and  of  ssearity  if  a  fiital  nsalt  oeeuned* 
Poor  Agnes's  heart  sank  at  the  doubtful 
shake  of  the  head,  and  the  still  more  alarming 
words,  A  iwry  bad  wound  indeed — I  wonder 
where  the  point  of  the  in^eapuii  went;"  and  not 
even  the  cheeffiil  tone  of  Obemtraat,  when  he 
returned,  could  dispel  her  apprehensions. 

There,  get  yon  gone,  sallow-iaee,*' said  the 
Baron,  addressing  the  barber.  There's  a 
crown  for  you.    Your  dismal  looks  are  enou^ii 

to  pttsh  a  sick  man  into  the  gtave^  were  he  a 

mile  off  it.    Well,  my  good  fhendj"  he  con* 
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linued,  speaking  to  Algenioo  Grey,  you  will 
be  upou  your  feet  as  soon  as  I  was,  I  dare  iiay. 
We  most  get  ym  to  Heiddberg  to-iugfat»  how^ 
ever,  for  this  is  an  open  place  and  without 
defimee.  Yoa  sball  have  a  Hide  wine  befim 
you  go  to  keep  you  up,  and  I  have  told  the 
men  to  make  some  sort  of  litter  to  carry  you. — 
There,  do  not  speak ;  they  told  me  that  speaking 
was  the  worst  of  all  things.  I  will  answer  all 
your  qnestiODSy  without  3fOQr  asking.  I  found 
a  man  and  a  boy  in  one  of  the  houses  hard  by; 
ihe  man  shot  through  the  leg,  just  like  yourself, 
and  the  boy  with  a  woond  through  his  cheek 
and  two  or  three  grinders  lost;  but  they '11  do 
very  well,  and  can  rkle  as  far  as  need  be.  Did 
you  come  in  a  carnage,  or  on  horseback,  dear 
lady?  I  can  find  no  carriage  in  the  place,  but 
horses  enough  to  mount  a  regiment.'* 
*'On  horseback,"  answered  Agnes.  **We 

« 

had  no  time  for  carriages  in  quitting  Prague.** 

Ay,  ay  I  a  sad  affair,  that !"  said  the  young 
Baron.  But  tell  me,  what  has  become  of  the 
King  and  Queen,  for  here  we  are  all  m  dark- 
neis/' 
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Agnes  gave  him  a  ihort  accouDt  of  all  that 

bad  takeo  place  up  to  Uie  tiioe  oi  her  qmUiag 
Praga^^under aonie  embanaflnnant,  indeed,  for 
tba  kaea  aye  of  the  yoang  Baron  of  Obemiraiii 

was  &xed  upon  her  couuteaance  during  the 
whole  tioMy  not  rudely,  bat  firmly.  Shortly 
alter  her  account  was  concluded^  and  before  be 
could  ask  any  more  questions,  one  of  the  men 
came  in  to  say  that  all  was  ready,  and  that  the 
boy  had  pointed  out  tiie  lady's  iiorse. 

Some  wine  was  then  procured,  and  Oberntraut 

insisted  not  only  that  Algernon  Grey  should  take 
some,  but  that  Agnes  should  partake,  passing 
the  cup  from  the  one  to  the  other  with  a  meaning 
smile,  not  without  some  share  of  sadness  in  it. 
The  hastily»constructed  litter  was  then  brought 
io,  and  the  wounded  man  placed  upon  it  and  car- 
ried out*  At  the  door  of  the  little  hostelry  a 
number  of  the  villagers  had  gathered  together 
on  the  report  of  the  enemy's  discomfiture,  and 
Oberntraut  addressed  them  in  one  of  his  blunt 
short  speeches,  sayingi  I  have  a  great  mind  to 
burn  your  town,  you  knaves,  to  punish  you  for 
not  defending  it  better;  but  look  well  to  the 
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wounded  and  I  will  forgive  you.  Keep  a 
shrewd  watch  over  the  foreigners,  and  send 
them  in  to  Heidelberg  as  they  get  better.  I 
have  left  only  one  of  my  men  with  you,  and  if 
you  do  not  treat  him  well  I  will  skin  you  alive. 
There,  bring  the  prisoners  along  and,  placing 
Agnes  on  her  horse,  he  mounted  and  rode  away. 
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Thk  long  and  weary  hours  of  sickness  fell 
beavy  upon  Algeroon  Grey.  Never  for  a  day 
duriog  the  course  of  life  had  be  known  the 
weight  of  illneas  before,  at  least  within  hie  own 
remembrance*  Powerful  in  frame«  and  vigo- 
1008  in  eonelitntiony  moderate  in  babite^  and 
inured  to  robust  exercises  from  early^youth,  life 
bad  been  hitherto  all  light  activity ;  and  if 
some  sorrows  and  cares  had  touched  him,  they 
had  not  had  power  in  any  way  to  affect  his 
corporeal  frame.  The  aching  head,  the  dim 
and  ddzxled  eye,  the  fainting  heart,  the  weary 
and  powerlesa  limbs  of  the  sickly  or  the  OTer- 
studious,  he  had  never  known.  It  had  only 
been  with  him  hitherto  to  will  and  to  do ;  the 
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body  had  been  no  dog  upon  the  mind ;  and  the 

active  energies  of  both  had  seemed  to  give  fresh 
strength  and  vigour  to  each  other. 

iiowp  day  after  day^  and  week  alter  week  he 
lay  upon  a  sick  couch  in  the  caatle  of  Heidel- 
berg. Feeble,  languid,  full  of  pain,  with  every 
movement  uneasy,  with  broken  sleep  at  night* 
aud  drowsy  heaviness  by  day,  his  cheek  and  bis 
eyes  dull,  he  lingered  on  under  the  unskilful 
hands  of  ignorant  surgeons,  who,  with  the  wild 
phantasies  of  the  time,  only  prolonged  the 
period  of  sickness  by  the  means  which  they 
til. ployed  to  cure  the  wounds  he  had  received. 

All  thai  could  comfort  or  cooM  soothe  was 
done  iiideed  by  those  around  hiro,  to  alleviate 
his  suflTerings,  and  to  make  the  hca^  time  pass 
lightly.  Herbert  was  with  him  long  every  day; 
and  Agnes,  too,  with  a  maid  to  bear  her  cm^ 
pany,^sat  many  an  hour  beside  him.  Sba  read 
to  him  the  books  be  loved.  Ad  mag  to  him 
the  songs  which  she  thought  might  waken  iiope 
and f banish  despondency;  she  eonvaned  m 
gentle  yet  cheerful  tones,  and  the  sweet  sound 
of  her  msioal  voiea  was  Aa  ooly  medidBe  ha 
received  which  seemed  at  all  to  advance  his  eamb 
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There  was  no  oppastUon  to  her  wishes.  Sbe 
ome,  ahe  went,  when  she  would;  and  yet 
uot  one  word  had  passed  between  hfir  and  Colo- 
Mi  Herbert  on  her  position  with  regftid  to  Al- 
gerooQ  Grey.   He  seemed  to  comprebead  it 
all ;  to  see  that  they  loved  mvtnally  and  truly ; 
to  know  that  to  withhold  har  presence  from  him 
would  be  to  destroy  him ;  that  to  refuse  her  the 
solace  of  tending  him  would  wring  the  gentle 
heart  which  it  was  the  thought  and  busine^a  of 
his  iiie  to  render  happy.   He  was  a  man  of  a 
peculiar  character  Loo,  not  singular — though  I 
had  nearly  used  that  word*-^or  there  are  many 
bucli  ill  the  world ;  he  was  doubtful  and  careful 
at  firsts  perhaps  somewhat  saspioioos ;  but  his 
confidence  once  gauied^  it  was  unbounded ;  and 
no  thought  of  cold  proprieties,  no  question  of 
what  the  world  would  say,  ever  shackled  th^ 
energies  of  any  generous  impulse.    He  had 
set  lumseli  iree  yeaiii  bcibre  from  ail  the  tram- 
nela  of  convmtion :  he  had  seen  another  do  so 
from  love  lor  him.  it  had  produced,  though  it  so 
seldom  does  so,  perfect  happiness  to  both  ;  and 
he  peroeived  no  reason  why,  iietween  two  beings 
pure  and  high#  and  honest  in  mind,  the  same 
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conduct  should  not  efiect  the  same  result  It 
niight  have  been  a  fatal  error  had  he  mistaken 
the  character  of  either,  even  in  the  blightest 
point.  But  there  were  other  causes  for  his 
calm  acquiescence  in  all  that  Agnes  wished. 
Up  to  the  hour  at  which  she  left  him  for 
Prague^  he  had  watched  her  from  infancy  with 
fond  care  and  anxiety ;  all  her  actions  had 
been  under  his  own  eye;  her  very  heart  and 
soul  had  seemed  open  to  his  view ;  and  he  had 
given  to  her  mind  in  many  things  the  bent  of 
his  own.  Though  he  loved  the  free,  wild  spirit 
that  animated  her  at  times,  he  had  directed,  he 
had  counselled  her ;  but  now,  for  more  than  a 
year,  she  had  acted  entirely  for  herself.  Ue 
had  accustomed  himself  completely  in  thought, 
to  look  upon  her  as  independent  of  his  advice 
and  control ;  and  in  none  of  her  letters  had  he 
found  one  word  to  make  him  wish  that  his 
guidance  was  still  extended  ovei  her.  She  had 
been  alone  too,  with  Algernon  Grey  in  trou- 
blous times,  and  difficult  circumstaiiccs,  for 
many  a  long  day :  she  had  assured  him,  tha^ 
during  that  time,  no  brother  could  have 
treated  her  with  more  kindness  and  eonsidera- 
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tkm ;  and  he  knew  that  Agnes  wonld  not  8ay 
tbaty  if  there  was  ooe  dark  spot  io  ail  the 
memory  of  their  intercourse.  Love,  be  saw^  it 
was  too  late  to  guard  against  aod  for  all  the 
petty  be  bad  the  fullest  confidence, 
[it  ^ut  there  was  another  who  also,  from  time 
to  time,  visited  with  kindly  feeling  the  chamber 
of  the  sick  man.  The  young  Baron  of  Obera- 
traut^canie,  whenever  he  set  foot  iti  ileideibeig, 
to  see  his  former  adversary.  He  conversed 
clicurtully,  autl  yd  cuubiiieiately  with  liim  j  he 
told  h&  tales  of  all  those  wild  and  daring  ex- 
ploits which  he  hiuiseii  uud  hi&  gallaut  baud 
performed  by  day  and  night  against  the  enemy» 
who  were  now  overruuaing  the  Palatuiate  in 
every  direction— exploits  with  which  the  pages 
of  the  old  chroniclers  glow ;  for,  if  ever  there 
was  a  name  which,  for  devotion,  gallantry*  un- 
ceasing activity,  and  brilliant  success  with 
•maU  means,  deserves  to  be  placed  upon  the 
roU  oi  heroes,  it  is  that  of  John  of  Oberntraut* 
But,  of  the  sad  reverses  which  the  forces  of  the 
protestant  princes  met  with,  in  consequence  of 
the  weakness,  indecision,  and  discord  of  their 
leaders,  Obemtraut  spoke  not;  for  he  well 
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knew,  that  to  depren  the  spirits  of  his  hearer, 
would  be  to  fimstrale  eveiy  metns  employed 

his  care. 

Yet  at  times  he  would  gaie  at  bim,  as  he  ky 

with  pale  cheek,  dim  eye,  and  bloodless  lip; 
md  a  look  of  tiionghtAil,  sad,  awl  mtaiae  epe* 
oalation  would  come  into  the  gallant  soldier  s 
ftoe.  What  was  it  tet  he  ponderedT  What 
was  it  that  he  calculated  ?  Heaven  knows  I  I 
eaoDOltell.  Theoi  generally,  be  woold  torn  away 
hastily,  and  bidding  his  companion  adieu,  leave 
the  room. 

It  was  one  day,  after  a  fit  of  this  aort  of 
dreamy  meditation,  that  going  down  to  the 
Altan  to  gaze  into  the  phin  of  the  Rhine,  be 
fbnnd  Agnes  breathing  the  free  air,  for  a  short 
apace,  before  she  resomad  her  poatin  her  tovei^ 
sick  chamber*  She  spoke  with  him  kindly  and 
frankly  for  a  moment;  and  be  talked  lo  her  wilk 
a  thoughtful  and  abstracted  air;  but  very  few 
wofda  had  pasted,  ere  she  bade  him  adiea,  aad 
turned  to  go. 

«6tay,  Agnes,  stay,*  he  eiied;  «<I  want  Is 
speak  with  you.*' 

She  turned,  with  her  dmek  ssnmiiiait  paleiv 
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and  a  degree  of  alarm  in  her  look,  which  she 
eoald  not  hide;  for  noir  ilnt  she  kneir  aoro  of 
love^  she  was  well  aware  that  Oberntraut  had 
kmd  her;  and  she  feared  lh«t  he  might  loee 
her  still. 

"  Yon  avoid  me,  Agnes,''  he  said ;  ^  nay, 
hear  me — 1  see  it  weii — or,  if  you  do  not  avoid 
me^  yon  feel  a  reetrainty  an  appnriiensiofi,  when 
I  am  near  you.  There  is  hut  one  means  of 
banishing  this;  and,  for  both  our  sakes  it  mast 
be  banished  :  that  must  he  by  a  frank  ezplana- 
tion  on  my  part.  There  was  a  time  when  I 
loyed  you  more  than  Ufe,~whea  i  hoped  I  might 
be  loved  in  retorn ;  and  then,  with  rash  vanity 
and  eager  passion,  I  would  have  taken  the  life  of 
any  man  who  attempted  to  eioss  my  couiie^  ' 
Come,  sit  yon  down  here,  dear  Agnes ;  for  you 
tremble  needlessly;  and,  when  you  have  heard 
me  to  the  end,  you  will  never  fear  me,  or  sbnn 
me  again.  I  tell  you  what  has  been,  not  wlial 
is.  I  saw  you  asset  another;  I  saw  your  hearts 
and  spirits  instantly  spring  towards  each  other; 
I  saw  your  eyes  mutoaliy  light  up  imth  the  same 
flame ) — Why  colour  so,  sweet  lady  ?  It  is  true, 
and  sstttfal,  and  jast.   i  was  half  mad;  I  did 
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Um  wrong;  I  sought  his  life;  I  placed  him  im 

a  situation  of  danger,  difficulty,  and  it  might 
have  been,  dishonour.  I  was  vanqoished,  sor- 
passed,  and  irustrated.  From  that  hour  I  knew 
yon  never  cooM  be  mine ;  I  felt  I  must  have 
lost  much  oi  your  esteem  ^  and  that  I  had  oeter 
possessed  yonr  love.  I  leeolved  that  I  would  re- 
gain your  respect,  at  least; — ay,  and  your  friend- 
ship. Weakened,  tamed  down,  and  softened,  I 
spent  the  hours  of  sickness  in  arguing  with  my 
own  heart,  and  conquering  my  own  spirit ;  and 
in  this  combat,  at  least,  I  was  sncoessfoL  I 
cast  the  thought  of  love  away  from  me ;  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  the  fact,  that  yon  were  to  be  his. 
I  could  not  deny  to  myself  thai  he  had  acttd 
generously  by  me ;  and  I  resolved  that  1  woidd 
return  it  by  my  very  best  endeavours.  I  knew, 
at  length,  that  he  who  lies  ill  up  there  had  ren^ 
dered  me  the  best  service  ;  and,  with  a  terrible 
Struggle,  bat  stiU  a  sucoessfal  one,  I  cast  jealooay, 
and  anger,  and  mortihed  vanity,  and  irritated 
pride  away,  rssolviog  that  he  sfaonid  be  my 
friend,  and  I  would  be  his.  So  much  for  what 
ia  between  him  and  me,  Agnes;  now  for  our 
part  of  it.   I  loved  you  passionately  then.  I 
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loTe  you  calmly,  coolly  now,  as  a  brother,  Agnes, 

— ^as  a  friead ;  not  only,  no  longer  with  hope,  but 
no  longer  with  passion.  There  is  yet  a  remnant 
of  pnde  m  my  nature;  but  this  pride  has  turned 
to  good  and  not  to  evil ;  for  it  has  taught  me  to 
read  myself,  aud  study  myself.  I  know  that  I 
could  never  be  satisfied  with  aught  but  the  first, 
fresh  aiiection  of  a  free  and  untouched  heart; 
that  I  should  be  jealous  of  every  thouglit— ay, 
even  of  every  remembrance— of  the  dead,  even 
as  well  as  of  the  living;  that  from  the  womau 
who  consented  to  be  mine,  I  should  require  the 
whole  atiecUons  of  her  nature,  liom  the  tifst  to 
the  last.  I  would  not  have  in  the  whole  past, 
one  spot  upua  which  her  memory  could  rest 
with  regret  I  would  be  her  happiness;  and 
she  should  not  have  ever  dreamed  oi  other  love 
but  mine.  In  one  word  then,  Agnes,  if  he  who 
possesses  your  love,  and  1  do  believe  deserves  it^ 
were  to  sink  under  the  wounds  be  has  received 
~  which  God  forefend! — Uns  hand,  once  so 
coveted,  should  never  be  sought  by  me.  I  tell 
you  so  to  set  your  mind  at  rest,  that  we  may 
be  all  that  we  ever  can  be  to  each  other-— true 
fneads.  Shrink  not  from  me  heacelbrth— dread 
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ant  my  pramioe  or  woidB.  Look  mpm  ioha  of 

Oberntraut  as  your  brother,  if  you  will ;  and  at 

Ml  OVOIm  DOnOfO  uMC  UOSgK  flOlCn  ft  OnMBBr  m 

love  could  do  for  a  sister  will  not  be  done  at  aay 
time  by  me  Ibr  nonglit  tluit  the  WMrmcii 
firieodsUp  can  promfyt  shall  be  wa&Uog  on  my 
part  tomidi  him  yoa  lofe.** 

^Oh,  thank  youi  tbaok  you!"  aosweied 
Agnes,  giving  him  ker  kairf.  ^Tkie  is  kimi^ 
indeed.  But,  tell  me,  arsfe  those  words  yoa 
spoke  josl  nosr  about  fats  state,  but  hazarded 
to  show  your  meaaiagyor  uttered  aa  wacaii^ 
to  me  to  prepare  V* 

She  ooverad  her  eyea  for  a  aaomeat,  and  theai 
added,  la  as  ^rm  a  tooe  as  she  could  com- 
mend^—* 

^You  said,  if  he  should  siak  under  his 
wovinds.  Oh^teUme!  leUaeliathiaUkely} 
He  does  not  seem  to  amead,  or  &o  slowly  that 
one  day  shows  oo  gain  upon  the  other ;  and 
these  meu  who  come  to  attend  him,  with  Liieir 
gvave  faoee  and  acanfty  words,  a]arm  rather  than 
re-assure  me.    My  heart  sinks  when  1  see 

Nay ;  he  will  do  well,**  aaid  Obemtraiap  in 
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a  kindly  tone.  **  No  thanks  to  then^  I  do  be- 
liever 'T 18  despite  of  tbeir  art,  rather  than  by 
it,  that  Be  will  be  cared :  by  a  strong  frame, 
and  not  by  drag^  and  salves*   He  will  do  well. 

Even  Lu-dciy  Ue      bctler.    Tbert;  ia  uioiti  li^ht 

m  kis  eyes  ;  his  lips  ace  not  so  pale ;  bis  voice 

was  somewhat  strouger.— But  there  is  one 
qoestion  i  would  ask  yon,  Agnes*  Do  you  yet 
luiow  who  he  is? — Are  you  aware  that  this 
Dane  of  Aigenum  Grey— —1" 

''Oh,  yesT'  she  answeredj  with  a  smile« 
cheemd  by  the  hopes  be  bad  given.  I  have 
long  knowa  all ;  but  you  should  uot  doubt  his 
honon?  in  angbt.  He  has  not  a  thought  that 
IS  not  high  and  true." 

"I  do  not  doubt,"  he  answered.  I  am 
SMie  be  is  honest  and  noble ;  but  many  a  Ule 
Laugs  long  upon  the  hps,  iu  times  of  trouble 
aad  of  sieknesa*  I  heard  tbisi  of  which  I  have 
spokeu,  from  some  of  bis  men,  who  have  come  m 
firom  Breaktt,  and  who  seem  to  love  him  much* 
They  came  askong  ibr  '  the  earl/  and  no  one  knew 
whom  they  meant  till  I  questioned  them.— But  a 
word  or  two  more  must  be  said,  dear  lady,  before 
w  past.  1  would  (m  fliat  he  oaat  away  these 
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men's  medicaoieots.     I  firmly  believe  they 
keep  him  ill,  and  that,  if  left  to  natare^  he 
would  have  been  well  ere  now.    H  is  very 
needfal  that  he  should  recover  speedily.  The 
sky  is  growing  very  dark,  lady :  Tilly,  that 
fierce  batcher^  is  already  on  the  Rhine  ;  post 
after  post  has  been  lost  by  our  weak  generals. 
Though  Franckenthal  holds  out,  yet  it,  aod 
Heidelberg  and  Mannheim,  are  ail  the  places 
of  good  btrengLli  thut  wc  possess;  and  what 
can  I  do  with  a  few  hundred  men  ?  or  Horatio 
Vera,  in  Mannheim,  with  his  handful  of  English  ? 
Heidelberg  will  not  be  long  ere  ^e  sees  the 
Bavarian  under  her  walls.     Herbert  will  not 
leave  this  castle  so  long  as  there  la  bmth 
within  him.    I  may  be  away,  or  dead — who 
can  tell  ? — and  there  most  be  some  ma  to  pro* 
tect  and  gmde  you.    We  must  have  him  well 
with  all  speed.    Would  he  would  cast  away 
these  drugs.   The  physicians  keep  his  chamber 
far  too  hot    Plain  cold  water  and  ftea  air 
would  do  more  than  all  these  potions.'' 

*^  Is  there  not  a  fcmona  man  at  Hetlbroon," 
asked  Agnes,  "  whom  we  could  send  for?*' 
«'That  is  wen  bethoDght,**  answered  Obem- 
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traut  '^BqI  there  is  ooe  roan  here  who, 
though  DO  physiciaa,  has  studied  nature  and 
her  secrets  more  than  any  of  tbein«-old  Dr. 
Ailing*  i  will  go  down  and  bnng  him  up; 
and,  if  he  sanctions  my  plan,  we  will  pursue  it, 
without  asking  further  help.  Farewell,  for  the 
present.  Cheer  him,  cheer  him,  dear  lady;** 
and,  thus  saying,  he  hurried  away* 

Taking  the  path  under  the  old  arsenal,  which 
•tood  in  firont  of  the  large  octagon  tower, 
Obemtraut  hastened  down  into  the  town,  and 
soon  reached  the  house  of  Dr.  Alting.  He 
asked  no  one  for  admission ;  but,  with  his 
usual  impetuous  spirit,  opened  the  door  of  the 
outer  chamber,  and  was  walking  straight  to- 
wards the  old  professor's  library,';when  bis  ser* 
vant-maid  suddenly  appeared,  and  placed 
lierself  in  the  way,  saying,  "Hie  doetor  is 
busy,  noble  sir,  and  said  1  was^not  to  let  any  one 
disturb  him/* 

1  must  disturb  him,''  answered  Oberntniut, 
putting  her  unceremoniously  aside,  and  walking 
on  towards  a  door,  through  which  he  heard 
▼oices  speaking.  The  moment  after,  he  laid 
ills  hand  upon  the  lock  and  pushed  with  his 
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Strong  um.   Somfttbing  reaialed  aligbtly ;  but 

the  small  bolt  gave  way,  ere  he  had  time  to 
think  and  withdraw  hia  hand,  and  the  door 

flew  back. 

Old  Alting,  with  hia  black  off  and  gray 
hair  streaming,  ran  instantly  towards  bLm»  as 
if  to  atop  his  entrance ;  but.  at  the  same  time, 
Obemtraut  saw  clearly  a  man  s  figure,  wrapped 
in  a  large  falUng  doak,  pasa  through  the  oppo- 
aile  door* 

'<Why,  how  now,  doctor/*  he  exelaimed; 

are  yoa  busy  with  your  familiar  7  I  beg  bid 
highness's  pardon,  for  intruding  upon  hia  conr 
feience  with  his  master^  and  yours,  too ;  but 
you  must  excuse  me,  for  I  have  a  friend  aoaaly 
ill,  up  at  the  caatle,  of  three  bad  wounds  and 
two  woise  leeches ;  and  I  would  fain  have  yon 
tell  sae  what  you  think  of  hia  caae." 

The  old  mail  seemed  sadly  discomposed, 
and  ruffled  in  temper.  Am  I  a  pbyaicAaa  or 
a  chirurgeon  either?"  he  cried.  "In  truth, 
Baron  of  Obemtranty  I  will  not  ha  thua  d&a* 
turbed,  when  1  have  a  pupil  with  me.  I  will 
not  have  aught  to  do  with  your  fdasd.  Let 
hun  get  well  as  he  can*    It  is  not  my  trade  to 
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eare  wounded  men  who  get  themselYes  hurt, 
brawling  with  their  neighbours  and  breaking 
God's  law." 

''^ay,  nay,  my  good  doctor/'  ejxiaimed 
Oberntrant.  '^Poor  Algernon  Orey  has  been 
doing  nought  of  the  kind,  lie  was  defend- 
ing your  friend  Herbert's  fiur  niece,  that  was 
all." 

"  Algernon  Grey !"  cried  Doctor  Alting. 
^  Is  it  Algernon  Orey  1  Why,  I  knew  not  he 
had  returaed.  He  has  never.beeu  to  see  me» 
That  was  not  right;  hot  I  will  come — I  will 

come." 

He  could  not  visit  yon,  my  good  friend/' 

replied  Oberntraut,  *  unless  he  was  brought 
on  men's  shoulders ;  for  he  was  well  nigh 
knocked  to  pieces  ut  Langenbrucken  now  more 
than  two  months  ago^  and  has  em  since  been 
lying  in  the  castle,  with  two  men  trying  to 
promote  his  getting  worse." 

^^I  will  come  to  him,''  said  Aiting,  more 
calmly;  ^though  yon  are  a  rude  Tisitor,  my 
good  young  lord.  Wait  for  me  a  moment,  and 
I  will  go  with  yott~if  I  can." 

VOL.  lU.  M 
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That  saying,  he  kA  OberntiMt,  who  mt* 

tered  to  himself,  ^*  If  he  can!  What  should 
stop  him  if  he  will  ?" 

The  uext  momeat  he  heaid  voices  speakiog 
again  in  the  room  beyond,  and  he  walked  lo 
the  window  that  he  might  not  catch  the 
words* 

At  the  end  of  about  ten  minutes,  the  old  man 
letunied^  with  abfoad  hat  apon  his iiead>and a 
mantle  over  his  shoulders.  He  was  followed  by 
another  pensonage  dressed  in  Uaek»  with  his 
neck  and  chin  buried  in  a  deep  raff*  forced  up 
by  the  collar  of  a  large  wrapping  cloak.  On 
his  head,  too,  was  an  enormous  Uack  beaver^ 
pressed  iar  down  over  his  brow»  and  hia  &oe 
was  farther  hidden--aot  by  the  ordinary  mous- 
taohe  and  evall  pointed  toft  ef  the  ttsM^  bat 
by  a  Wide-spreading  heard*  which  covered  his 
whole  chin  and  chesks. 

Obemtraut  gazed  at  him  dnnly  £ar  a  rnoment* 
and  Dr.  Alting,  ae  if  imagining  thai  the  yoang 
Baron's  io^uiimg  look  might  embarrass  hia  com* 
panion,  said,  in  a  quick  and  hurried  lone,  ''This 
is  a  learned  pupil  of  mine,  who,  sinoe  I  saw 
him,  has  travelled  in  many  lands,  and  has 
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learDed  a  great  mmy  cunoud  and  valuable 
•aente.   He  will  go  with      and  gi?6  at  hit 

advice.** 

^  I  thank  hin  h«irtily/'  aaid  Ofaerattaat, 
gravely.  We  had  better  set  forth,  my  good 
ftiend;  and,  as  the  shortest  way,  vre  will  go 
through  the  garden-gate,  voder  the  villa,  and 

tlien  up  through  the  subterraneans; — 1  iiave 
the  keys.'* 

Thus  saying,  lie  moved  towards  the  door,  but 
rtopped  for  a  moment,  eoaitaovely,  to  let  the 
stranger  go  hrsU  As  soon  as  they  were  ia 
the  street,  be  led  the  way  to  a  narrow  lane 
which  conducted  to  the  old  wall,  below  that 
part  of  the  gardens  where  the  valley  had  been' 
filled  up  with  rocks  and  earth  to  form  terraces. 
A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  entrance  of  the 
lane,  a  small  arch  was  seen  in  the  wall ;  and 
Obemtraut,  producing  a  key,  gave  admission 
to  his  two  companions.  Locking  the  heavy, 
iron-plated  door  as  soon  as  they  were  within,  be 
hioked  around,  and  seeing  some  hibourers  work- 
ing oil  a  putb  to  the  right,  be  took  the  zig-:uig  road 
to  the  left.  It  was  a  good  deal  longer,  as  beih 
Dr.  Alting  and  hims«li  well  knew;  but  the 
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worthy  professor  made  no  observatioD,  and  fol- 
lowed  in  silence.  Some  way  up  the  slope,  a 
small  open  arch  with  an  iron  grate  was  seen; 
but  it  also  was  opened  by  the  young  Baron's 
keys,  and. he  led  the  party»  by  yarious  stufs 
and  passages,  till  they  came  out  beneath  the 
steps  leading  from  the  Altan  to  one  of  the 
smaller  entrances  of  the  castle.  Then,  hurry- 
ing his  steps,  Obemtiaot,  as  if  some  sodden  fit 
of  impetuosity  had  come  over  him,  mounted 
towards  the  higher  parts  of  the  boilding  so 
rapidly,  that  tiie  poor  old  professor  was  obliged 
to  call  for  mercy. 

"Weill"  muttered  Obemtraut  to  himself, 
the  castle  is  nearly  deserted  now;  and  there 
is  no  great  chance  of  meeting  any  one«  This 
way,  my  reverend  friend — in  the  chamber  above 
lies  my  young  cpmpanion  ;^  and^  going  on  more 
slowly,  he  opened  the  door  of  the  room  where 
Algernon  Grey  had  remained  ever  since  his 
arrival. 

Agnes  Herbert  was  sitting  by  the  bedside 

with  a  book  in  her  hand ;  and  her  maid 
was  seated  in  the  window,  busy  with  some 

embroidery.    But  the  young  lady  instantly 
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closed  the  book  when  Oberntraut  and  his  com- 
panions appeared ;  and,  beckoning  her  aside, 
the  young  Baron  said,  in  a  voice  loud  enough 
to  be  heard  by  all,  I  have  brought  Dr.  Alting 
to  see  our  friend  Algernon;  but  I  wish,  dear 
lady,  you  would  send  for  your  uncle,  to  his 
lodging  in  the  tower.  Ue  is  down  at  the 
Trutzkaiser.  Tell  him  I  have  something  im- 
portant to  say  to  him,  and  will  join  him  io 
a  few  minutes/* 

Agnes  looked  somewhat  surprised  at  the 
request;  for  the  message  might  as  well  have 
been  conveyed  by  an  ordinary  servant;  but 
Oberntraut's  face  wore  a  peculiar  expression ; 
and,  merely  bowing  her  head,  she  left  the  room 
with  her  maid. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Algernon  Grey  had  turned 
round  uneasily  on  hie  bed,  and  welcomed  Dr. 
Alting  with  a  fiiint  smile. 

**Lie  still,  lie  still,"  said  the  old  uvdu,  ad- 
vancing, and  taking  his  hand :  I  have  come 
to  see  what  can  be  done  for  you.  So,  you  have 
been  wounded,  it  seems— ^nd  two  months  ill. 
They  must  be  strange  physicians,  not  to  have 
killed  yott  or  cured  you  io  that  time  V  and 
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he  presied  his  fingeni  on  ike  |OTBg  mia't 
puke. 

**  I  Bay  that  all  he  reqaiies  ia  ftesh  air  and 

cold  water, "  s^id  Obemtraut :  *^  if  he  hag  those, 
he  will  be  well  in  a  week." 

As  to  fresh  air,  you  are  rights"  answered 
Dr.  Alting.  *'The  frost  is  gone,  the  wind  is 
imid;*-opea  that  wiodow  at  once*  As  to  the 
eeld  water,  we  must  inqaire  farther;*'  and  he 
proceeded  to  examine  the  wounds  in  the 
yoang  gentlemaii's  breast  and  ahovlder.  ^  Two 
Bionths     he  said  at  length. 

^  Nay,  well  ntgk  ten  weeks,**  anaweied  Algsi^ 
non  Grey,  faintly. 

'^Tben,  cold  water  ie  not  the  renaedy/' 
said  i>r,  Alting;  ''good  sound  wine  of  the 
Rbeingau — a  moderate  quantity  at  a  time,  but 
Anaquently  repeated — and  wholesome  and  Bock- 
rishing  food,  is  all  that  is  required.  Take  do 
mora  of  these  medieinea,  my  joui^  friead 
and  be  pointed  to  some  potions  on  the  table ; 

they  might  be  good  eiMm|^  at  one  tsoM;  bet 

the  disease  has  sp^ul  lUelf,  and  all  you  want  i& 
eftmigth  to  heal  your  womMla.  la  Mi  that  yovr 

opiniop,  my  learned  friend    he  continued,  turn- 
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iog  to  the  gentlemaa  who  had  accompanied 
him. 

Asaaredly said  the  other;  but  I  will 
add  a  remedy^  which  will  greatly  aid  his  cure. 
It  is  a  secret  however,  which  no  one  must 
bear*  If  you  two  gentlemen  will  retire  for  a 
moment,  I  will  join  you  at  the  door  imme- 
diately/' 

Oberntraut  instantly  withdrew,  without  reply  j 
and  Dr.  Alting  followed  more  slowly.  But  as 
soon  as  they  were  in  the  corridor,  and  the  door 
closed,  Obemtraut  grasped  the  old  man's  am, 
saying,  in  a  low  tone,  and  with  an  agitated 
look, This  is  a  terrible  xiskl — we  have  no  force 
to  defend  the  town,  in  ca^e  ot  sudden  attack* 
T  were  better  to  send  off  for  Vers  and  his  men 
directly,  and  leave  Mannheim  to  its  fate^  rather 
tlian  suffer  the  King's  person  to  be  so  risked 
and  he  took  a  step  towards  the  head  of  the 
stairs. 

Stay,  stay !"  cried  Du  Alting,  catching 

him  by  the  sleeve;  ^Met  us  hear  farther,  ere 
you  act." 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

The  sud  had  set;  the  youug  moon  had  risen; 
and  the  sky  of  the  early  gpring-time  was 
full  of  Stan.  A  great  deal  of  bustle  iiad  beeo 
oheeired  in  the  castle,  though  it  was  now  no 
longer  tenanted  by  a  host  of  servants,  and  the 
gay  scene  of  conitly  splendonr  which  it  had 
formerly  displayed — the  hurrying  multitudes, 
the  splendid  dresses,  the  claDging  trumpets, 
and  the  beating  drums,  bad  subsided  into  dui- 
ness,  silence,  and  almost  solitude.  The  mined 
fortunes  c£  the  Palatinate  house  were  sha«> 
dowed  forth  iu  the  desolate  chauge  which  had 
come  over  their  dweiliog-plaoe. 

Yet,  as  I  have  said,  au  unusual  degree  of 
a  ctivity  had  appeared  in  the  castle  doring  the 
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last  two  hours  before  sunset   Some  seven  or 

ejght  mounted  men  bad  gone  forth  in  diiiereut 
direetionsy  none  of  the  ordinary  inhabitants  of 
the  place  knowing  what  was  their  errand.  The 
young  Baron  of  Obemtraut  himself  rode  out^ 
followed  by  a  single  trooper;  but,  instead  of 
guing  down  into  the  plain^  which  was  the  direc- 
tion he  usually  took,  and  where  his  men  were 
quartered,  he  rode  up  by  steep  and  precipitous 
paths — where,  perhaps,  a  horse's  hoof  had  never 
liud  the  ground  before — round  the  bills  looking 
upon  the  Rhine,  and  going  from  height  to 
height^  often  paused  lo  ^azt,  shading  his  e^cs 
with  bis  hand,  and  seeming  to  scrutinize  every 
path  and  road  in  the  wide  extent  of  country 
below  him. 

At  lengthy  just  at  suu&et,  be  bad  returned  to 
the  casde,  and  inquired  if  any  of  the  messengers 
bad  come  back.  Three  had  already  arrived ; 
and  he  examined  them  strictly  as  to  what  dis- 
coveries they  had  made  in  regard  to  the  move- 
nents  of  the  enerny's  troops*  They  all  agreed 
that  Tilly  and  his  forces  had  pasaed  over  the 
bridge  which  be  had  thrown  across  the  Neckar, 
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had  thea  diraeted  hk  coQiM  Umttds  the  RkiMb 

aod  bad  crossed  that  river  near  Oppeobeim. 

Thb  news  ieenied  to  give  the  youag  ofieer 
great  saiiaiactioD ;  and  he  proceeded  fnua  the 
eoort  lo  the  lodging  of  Colooel  Hefhert,  wheie 
the  door  was  careiuUy  dosed  atter  bis  eotraaoe. 
About  an  hour  subsequently,  as  good  a  meal  as 
eottld  be  prepared  in  the  castle  waa  carried  ap 
to  the  rooms  of  the  English  officer ;  ^  hot  his 
own  senrant  and  Agnes  Herbert  reeehred  the 
dishes  at  the  door,  and  the  ordinary  attendants 
were  not  saffered  to  enter.  Another  hour 
elapsed,  and  then  Herbect  and  Dr.  Alting 
eane  down  the  stain  togethov  looked  ewetf- 
where  round  when  they  reached  the  door  id 
the  tower,  and  then  walked  slowly  on,  taldeg 
their  way  along  the  inner  rampart  towards  the 
library-tower,  and  thence,  by  the  small  doeie 
and  steps,  into  the  garden.  There  they  tamed 
towards  the  grating  of  the  ardi  by  whieh  Jk» 
AUing  had  been  brought  that  morning  to  the 
castle;  and  Herbert,  opening  the  gale,  paaead 
beside  it  conTeising  with  his  oU  fcieod. 

They  had  been  foUowiid,  however,  for  some 
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wwy  by  notiwr  pwtj ;  fer,  whale  they  wm 
walking  along  the  nuDpart,  Agues  had  dc- 
istnded  the  ttaiis  with  the  gentlenian  who  had 
accomfNUued  the  old  proiiBtsor  in  the  moroing; 
Md  they,  too,  took  thrir  way  to  the  gardens. 
The  yooog  Baroo  of  Oberatraut,  and  Colonel 
HerbeiVt  ttftant  armed  with  a  stoat  tnck,  fol- 
lowed at  a  dittanee  of  abont  fifty  yards,  and,  ia 
whichever  way  Agnes  and  her  companion  turned 
their  stepe^  kept  then  still  ia  sighU 

The  fair  lady's  path  seemed  somewhat 
de?k>iias  now  it  was  dkeeted  tawaids  the  kwer 
garden ;  then,  at  a  word  from  the  gentleman  by 
her  tide,  Ae  mounted  the  steps,  and  woand 
round  amongst  the  trees  above,  towards  the 
-great  tsmee ;  then  down  to  the  partenes  with 
their  carious  arabesques ;  then  up  agaia  by 
another  flight  of  steps  to  the  tertaoe  onoa  oiore ; 
the  moon  shining  bright  upon  their  path  the 
whole  way. 

It  is  a  weakness,  I  know,''  said  her  com- 
panion, "  to  cling  thus  to  partfottlar  soenee, 
which  only  fill  one  with  melancholy  regret; 
but  here,  fair  lady,  hare  passed  so  many  happy 
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hours,  that  I  feel  it  difficult  to  tear  myself 
away,  although  these  inanimate  objects  present 
nothing  to  my  mind  but  the  memories  of  plea- 
sures gone — for  ever,  perhaps." 

The  past  has  a  spirit^  your  Majesty/'  an- 
swered Agnes,  which  animates  the  dull  form 
of  the  present  The  soul  of  happiness  departed* 
I  can  well  understand,  gives  life  to  this  changed 
scene ;  and  to  your  royal  eyes  rise  np^  with 
every  object  that  we  pass,  some  peculiar  hours 
or  days  which  can  never  die  to  the  afiectionate 
remembrance  of  the  heart  But  let  me  bope^ 
too,  that  there  lives  a  future,  when  onoe  mors, 
amidst  these  scenes,  with  all  you  love  best  on 
earth,  the  days  of  old  shall  be  renewed,  and 
these  dark  moments  be  recalled  but  as  a  tem- 
pest-cloud which  the  wind  has  long  swept  away." 

Frederic  shook  his  head  sadly.  **  I  know 
not/'  he  said;  ''God  grant  it!  but  there  is  a 
dark  foreboding  at  my  heart  that  the  cnne  of 
ambition  is  upon  me,  and  that  the  joys  which  I 
did  not  estimate  sofficiently  when  they  were 
mine,  are  snatched  away  for  ever.* 


«Ah,  no!''  said  Agnes,  sadly:  I  would 
fain  think  that  honour,  and  virtue,  and  high 
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purposes  can  never  sink»  overwhelmed^  before 

fraud,  and  violence^  and  wrong.'' 

Yet  aoch  is  too  often  the  course  of  things 
here  below,"  replied  Frederic.  **  It  will  not 
be  for  ever.  But  the  world  has  a  life  as  well 
as  we,  dear  lady ;  and  our  lives  are  but  parts 
of  the  world's  life.  The  time  will  be,  when,  in 
the  long  ejdstence  of  the  universe,  all  things 
shall  be  set  right  and  honesty  trioniph  ;  but, 
alas  1  I  fear  no  man's  time  is  wide  enough  to 
give  room  for  hope  that  evil  suffered  will  have 
compensation  here.  I  might  add,  no  man  is 
good  enough  to  complain,  even  when  his  best 
purposes  are  the  steps  that  lead  to  the  punish* 
mentwhieh  his  faults  deserve.  Alas  I  fair  Heidel-> 
beig,  tboa  place  of  so  many  memories  and  so 
many  dreams,  I  must  quit  thee  once  more — for 
ever — yes,  I  feel  it  is  for  ever  T'  And,  with  his 
head  bent  and  his  e^es  full  of  tears,  he  de- 
soended  the  steps  and  horned  on  to  the  spot 
where  Herbert  and  Dr.  Alting  waited  for  him. 

Herbert,''  said  the  unfortunate  Prince,  **  I 
go;  but  you  must  stay,  and,  if  it  be  possible, 
defend  this  place  we  both  so  fondly  love  from 
the  rude  spoiling  hands  of  the  enemy.  It 
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would  be  bitter  indeed  to  know  that  the  Bava- 
rian was  in  these  halis;  that  his  brutal  soldiery 
were  wasting  and  devastating  all  that  a  long  line 
of  princes  have  with  care  and  skill  been  bring- 
ing to  perfection ;  that  the  scenes  of  love  and 
peace — the  dwellings  of  art,  and  poetry,  and 
science,  were  polluted  by  men  who  have  neither 
feeling  nor  reverence  for  such  high  things.  I 
do  beseech  you,  my  noble  friend,  aid  to  defend 
this  place  to  the  best  of  your  power,  though 
some  wrong  has  been  done  you  by  others^ 
but  not  by  me." 

"  With  the  last  drop  of  my  blood.  Sire," 
answered  Herbert ;  but  in  truth  it  is  time 
your  Majesty  should  go.  You  have  a  long 
and  dangerous  journey  before  you  ere  you  can 
rejoin  Mansfeld ;  but  I  trust  that  it  will  pass 
safely,  and  that  together  you  will  strike  such 
a  stroke  at  the  enemy,  as  will  keep  him  far 
from  these  walls.  Have  you  all  the  papers 
you  sought  V' 

All,  all,"  answered  the  King ;  but  some 
one  must  go  with  me  to  lock  the  gate  after  I 
and  the  good  Doctor  here  have  passed." 

"  That  will  I,  your  Majesty,**  said  Obem- 
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tmnif  who  htd  now  joined  the  reel;  hot  Fre^ 

dene  replied^  *^  No,  no,  yoa  liad  better  moaiit 
Bt  once  filid  ride  down  to  your  men  as  we 
agreed.   Herbert,  700  bave  to  see  that  no  one 

else  quits  the  castle  for  two  hours.  Do€s  this 
dear  lady  know  the  way  1** 

^  Right  well,"  replied  Herbert:  **  I  took  care 
of  that  long  ago." 

And  wiU  she  have  no  fears  in  returning 
timHigb  those  paaeagea  aknie  i&i|nired  the 
Kin&f. 

Hooe,  Sbe/'  aniwefd  Agnea^  with  a  smile ; 

^  I  have  become  iaured  to  real  dangers,  and 

fear  no  imaginary  onea.^' 

**Well,  then — farewell,  my  friends/' said  Fre- 
deric, ahaking  handa  with  Herbert  and  Obenn 
traut ; if  we  never  meet  again  here  below,  God 
Ueaayon!  and  waah^maethafeafter,Idotniat'' 

Thus  sayings  he  passed  through  the  open 
gate  with  Dr.  ^ting.  Agnea  reeeived  a  largo 
key  from  her  UDcie»  while  Oberatraut  took  a 
dark  lantern  Aon  the  aerfant,  nnahaded  it,  and 
placed  it  in  her  bands.  Thus  ptovided,  she 
followed  qnickly  upon  the  steps  of  the  King, 
and  lighted  him  through  the  long  and  winding 
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pmmgr  vkick  at  that  tiaa  led  down  §nm  tka 

casik  to  the  tovn.  Not  a  word  was  so^^kea  as 
the  J  pamiil  lifUiwu  tfe  hmwj  iMtta  of  rade 
masoorj^  oo  which  the  green  damp  stood  thick* 
and  through  which  the  water  firm  the  earth 
aioood  ooaed  la  oMa j  piacea ,  hot  at  the  door 
leading  into  the  city  Frederic  paved  aad 
pveeaed  Agoea'a  faand,  aajiiig»  ^  FareweU,  mj 
sweet  eowM !  Wear  this  ring  for  my  sake  and 
for  the  Qneoi'a.  See  our  jooiig  friend  Algjei- 
noo  fiy-night,  and  I  tUiik  yoa  will  6iid  that  the 
iotetiigence  I  gate  baa  pcoTcd  a  better  laedicipe 
for  his  wonnds  than  any  the  doctors  hare  pre- 
scribed. It  was  the  cop  of  hope*  £ur  Agnes; 
bat  it  were  well  that  as  soon  as  he  can  bear  a 
hone's  pace  he  shooU  set  o«t  ibr  Eogbiid  with* 
out  delay  of  any  kmd.    Oace  more,  farewcU !  * 

Agnes  pot  the  key  in  the  lock  and  threw  the 
door  open  for  the  prince  and  his  old  caoipaoion 
to  pass ;  and  then  sayings  **  God  speed  yonr 
Majesty!*'  saw  the  King  depart  iVom  the 
dwelling  of  his  anceaiiWB  for  the  last  tima.* 

W  ith  slow  and  thoughtful  steps^  and  eyes 
that  more  than  once  filled  with  tears,  the  Air 

*  This  last  tecret  Twit  of  Fkwkrie  te  HdWkeif  ii  mtm  1 
fiuMj  jiteml  bcyoBd  dosbt. 
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girl  trod  her  wuj  back  lowards  the  castle.  She 
took  not,  howeter,  the  aeme  coaree  which 
Obemtraut  bad  followed  when  he  led  Frederick 
up  some  hours  before ;  but,  turning  to  the  right 
at  the  top  of  the  ascent,  where  a  long  gallery 
mn  fcr  some  way  nmnd  the  side  of  the  hill,  she 
came  to  a  door  which  led  forth  into  the  open 
air  within  the  gate,  near  the  great  battery  which 
connected  the  defences  of  the  castle  with  the 
old  town-wall,  long  since  destroyed.  The  exit 
was  into  a  narrow  passage  between  the  armoury 

and  the  tennis-court;  and  there bhe  found  Coio- 

ael  Herbert  pacing  slowly  up  and  down  await- 
ing her  coming. 

1  have  been  up  to  see  Algernon,  my  lore/* 

he  said,  ^' and  the  poor  youth  seems  much 
better  this  evening*  He  asked  if  you  would 
not  come  again  to-night,  Agnes ;  so  1  promised 
for  you,  and  left  your  girl  to  wait  at  the  foot  of 
the  stairs.  Would  to  Uea?en  that  he  would  get 
well  quickly  I  for  every  report  of  the  enemy's 
movements  makes  me  tremble  till  there  is  some 
one  to  protect  you  in  case  I  should  be  taken 
away.'* 

The  cobur  mounted  into  Agnes's  cheek ;  for 
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these  were  the  first  words  that  Herbert  had 

ever  uttered  having  a  reference  to  the  proba- 
bilily  of  a  union  between  Algernon  Grey  and 

Jierself. 

I  am  sore  he  would  protect  me/'  she  said, 

with  a  little  of  that  timid  hypocrisy  which 
women  ever  practise  even  to  their  own  hearts ; 
but  the  next  moment  she  added  more  franklyi 
^'  The  King  has  just  told  me  that  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  Algernon,  as  soon  as 
be  can  travel,  to  go  to  England  fi>r  a  time.*' 

That  is  unfortunate  indeed/'  said  Herbert, 
thoughtfully;  but  what  does  the  King  know 
of  his  affairs  ? 

Nay,  I  cannot  tell/*  replied  Agnes  timidly. 

His  Majesty  gave  him  happy  news  this 
evening,  it  would  seem,  and  that  has  doubtless 
done  him  good.  It  is  also  very  likely  that  he 
should  have  heard  from  his  ambassadors  in 
England  much  that  has  not  reached  us  here." 

•*True,"  replied  Herbert,  "a  man  of  bis 
rank  is  ever  food  for  busy  tongues. — But  there 
is  one  thing,  my  child,  which  must  not  be  long 
delayed.  He  must  know  all  respecting  her 
whom  he  has  chosen." 
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**  Oh,  hush!"  cried  Agaes,  in  much  agitation. 
'^I  know  not  that  he  has  chosen  me*--I  cannot 
tell  that—" 

"Then  he  has  not  yet  asked  your  hand?" 
said  Herbert  quickiy. 

"  No,'*  replied  Agnes,  and  was  pausing  there 
with  some  anj^iety  respecting  the  effect  of  this 
information  upon  Herbert,  when  she  suddenly 
remembered  a  chance  expression  of  Algernon 
Grey's  the  very  day  before  he  had  been  so 
sadly  wounded;  and  she  added,  "  I  know  that 
he  loves  me — that  he  did  not  conceal;  but  he 
said  that  he  would  speak  with  you  as  soon  as 
we  arrived — ^tell  all^explain  all.'' 

Herbert  mused  for  a  moment :  That  was 
right/'  he  said  at  length,  *^that  was  quite 
light ;  and  I  can  easily  conceive,  Agnes,  that 
the  hours  of  sickness  and  despondency  have  not 
been  those  ha  would  choose  to  execute  his 
purpose*  Still,  let  the  explanations  first  come 
i'rom  you,  my  love.  It  were  quite  as  well  that, 
ere  he  says  one  word  more,  he  should  know 
fully  what  he  is  doing,  I  do  not  doubt  him> 
Agnes — do  you?" 

Less  than  I  should  doubt  myself,'*  answered 
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Agnes,  warmly.  *^  I  will  do  fts  you  tell  me;  I 
would  lia?6  done  ao  befix^  bni  I  iMd  noi  your 
permission.  Yet,  surely,  it  cauuot  be  don^ 
whtk  be  IB  stUl  M  UL'' 

Ob|  no,"  answered  Uefbert;  there  is  time 
enough.  Let  health  come  beck,  at  least  in 
some  degree ;  and  then,  the  first  time  that  he 
goes  forth  to  mik  in  the  gardens  hcve,  let  him 
hear  the  tale*  It  is  pleasant  in  the  sunshine 
and  the  free  air»  beneath  green  trees  and  amidst 
sweet  flowers,  to  tell  such  a  stoiy  of  tioMS 
gone.  The  mind  paoses  on  it  untrammelled 
with  the  worldly  thoughts  of  crowded  cities; 
the  heart  opens  to  it  unoppressed  by  the  heavy 
air  of  the  close  room.    In  the  presence  of 

heaven  and  of  Gods  works  the  pure^  high 
feelings  which  natnie  gave  at  fimt,  bat  which 
hang  their  heads  like  sickly  city-flowers  amongst 
the  mnltitnde,  mise  themselves  np  refreshed; 
and  we  understand  and  sympathize  with  the 
sorrows  and  the  hopes  of  others,  and  feel  the 
link  of  kindred  between  ourselves  and  all  man- 
(kind.  Take  some  such  moment,  my  sweet 
child ;  it  is  but  fair  to  him  and  yourself/* 
Thus  saying,  he  led  her  on  to  die  casde,  and 
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to  the  footof  the  itairt  which  aMended  to  Algei^ 

nm  Grey's  room.  Her  maid  was  waiting  for  her ; 
and^  thus  aoeomptmed,  aha  went  up  and  waa 
well  repaid  by  seeing  tbe  brighter  and  more 
abeerfol  lonkf  wlueh»  to  her  eyesy  waa  fall  of  the 
auguries  of  returning  health.    Nor  was  she 
mialaken;  for,  eteryday  from  that  hour  forwaid, 
Algernon  Grey  gained  ground  against  disease. 
Hie  woaoda  healed  rapidly.  The  languor  and 
the  feeblenesa  they  had  left  behind  passed  away, 
and  at  the  end  of  Ihtle  more  than  a  week  he 
was  able  to  rise  and  sit  by  the  open  window, 
and  Ktlen  to  Agnes  as  Ae  vmg.  Spring 
advanced,  too,  early  and  radiant^  and  several 
causes  of  disquietude  were  removed  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  caatle.    News  came,  not 
only  that  Frederic  had  recrossed  the  Rhine 
in  safety  and  joined  hia  army  on  the  other 
side,  but  that,  aided  by  his  bold  friend.  Count 
Manafeld,  he  had  defeated  the  Imperial  army, 
and  forced  Tilly  himself  to  retreat.    No  speedy 
attack  of  Heidelberg  was,  consequently,  to  he 
expected;  and  Herbert  employed  the  time  of 
reapita  thna  afforded  in  strengthening  still 
further  the  defences  of  the  place. 
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.  It  need  not  be  said  that  the  heart  of  Agnes 
Herbert  grew  lighter  and  more  cheerful  hour 
by  hour.  How  soon  it  is  in  youth,  that  we 
forget  the  storms  and  tempests  that  pass  over 
us  !  The  drops  are  scarcely  dry  upon  the  grass 
ere  the  sunshine  seems  to  us  more  bright ;  the 
distant  sky  more  clear  than  ever ;  and  thus  it 
was  with  Agnes  Herbert — ay,  and  with  her  lover 
also,  though  he  had  a  wider  knowledge  of  the 
world.  The  dark  events  which  had  taken  place 
in  Bohemia,  if  not  forgotten,  were  remembered 
as  rendering  present  joy,  only  more  spark- 
ling ;  and,  when  Agnes  walked  forth  one  day 
through  the  gardens  above  the  shining  Neckar, 
with  Algernon  once  more  by  her  side,  it  seemed 
to  her  the  brightest  hour  of  existence;  and 
she  could  scarcely  bring  her  heart  to  fear  that 
the  coming  time  might  present  days  as  dark 
as  those  that  had  been  passed.  On  they  went 
for  more  than  an  hour,  walking  slowly,  for 
his  strength  had  not  fully  returned ;  but  their 
conversation  was  like  a  gay  mountain  streami 
bounding  with  brilliant  leaps  from  one  point  to 
another.  They  sat  down  to  rest;  they  rose 
up  and  walked  on  again ;  and  they  might 
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hav6  rambled  far  and  long,  had  not  a  quick 
step  behind  them  caused  Agnes  suddenly  to 
turn  round. 

The  person  who  followed  was  her  lover's 
page,  with  eager  haste  in  his  look ;  and»  the 
moment  he  came  up,  he  held  out  a  leller  to 
his  master,  exclaiming,  "A  messenger  from 
your  uacle,  my  loid,  lias  brought  this  post- 
haste from  England." 

Algernon  Grey  took  it  calmly,  opened  the 
packet  and  read.  But  Agnes  could  see  his 
countenance  change  ;  his  brow  contracted — his 
Hp  quivered — his  cheek  grew  red. 

This  is  bad  news,  yet  good,  my  Agnes/' 
he  said.  To  tell  the  bad  first,  I  must  away 
to  England  without  an  hour^s  delay;  but,  as 
some  consolation,  I  learn  that  all  those  diffi<- 
culties  and  impediments  which  seemed  raised 
up  like  a  barrier  between  roe  and  happiness 
are  now  gtfing  way,  and,  ere  a  month  be 

over,  must  certainly  fall  to  the  ground." 

^'To  England,  without  an  hour's  delay?' 

cried  Agnes.    "  Oh,  you  cannot  go !    You  are 
unfit  for  such  a  journey.*' 
•*'Nay,  not  so/*  replied  her  lover.  ''To 
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Mannheim  will  be  the  worst  part  of  the  afiair. 
Then  dropping  down  the  Rhine  in  a  light  boat 
would  but  refresh  me,  were  it  not  that  I  put 
from  yoQ,  my  Agnes ;  but  the  joyful  thought 
of  my  return  must  cheer  me ;  and,  though  the 
hours  will  be  long,  they  will  not  be  many,  ere 
I  return  to  claim  this  hand,  not  promised^  yet 
mine,  I  know." 

"  Oh,  the  dread  uncertainty  of  the  future!" 
8aid  Agnes,  with -a  deep  sigh  and  eyes  full  of 
tears.  Had  any  one  told  me,  Algernon,  but 
a  few  brief  months  ago,  when  I  first  met  you 
here,  and  wandered  through  these  gardens  with 
you,  that  I  should  have  seen  such  sights,  and 
witnessed  such  disasters,  should  I  have  believed 
it? — should  I  have  believed  even  that  I  myself 
should  be  so  changed  in  thoughts,  in  feelings, 
almost  in  spirit,  I  may  say?  And  what  may 
not  the  coming  months,  too,  bring  ?  I  thought 
it  was  bitter  enough,  when  I  parted  at  Prague 
from  those  I  loved  dearly,  from  those  connected 
with  me  by  the  ties  of  kindred,  with  a  strange 
uncertain  fate  before  both  them  and  me;  but 
what  will  it  be  now,  to  part  with  you  I" 

Let  us  not  cloud  the  moment,  dearest  Agnes," 
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Mid  AlgexuoQ  Grey,  **  which  m  itself  is  a  sad 
one,  with  gloomy  snlidpaiioiw.  I  go,  I  ao 
kiiofwledge»f«iUof  hope;  for  the  tboogfai  of  being 

freed  from  a  detested  bond,  which  bars  my  union 
vith  her  I  lote,  is  too  joyful  aoi  to  Ughten  tiwm 

the  pangs  of  parting.    But  you  say,  my  Agnes, 

that  at  Pragia  yen  left  those  connectod  wilk 

you  by  the  ties  of  kindred ;  I  knew  not  that 
yoQ  had  kindred  there/' 

Agnes  shook  her  head  sadly  and  thoughtiully; 

for  the  tone  of  the  miod  eontrifes  to  estvaet 

from  every  event  reflections  of  the  same  hue 
with  itself.  It  shows  how  little  we  ean  eoimt 
even  on  an  hour/'  she  said.  "  I  had  thought 
to-day  to  tell  you,  amidst  these  fair  scenes,  a 
melancholy  tale  of  days  long  gone — to  dwell 
i^KiD  it,  and  to  let  you  beareaeh  ineideaty  with* 
out  which,  a  story  such  as  this  is  but  a  lifeless 
sort  of  stick,  like  a  Tine  stripped  of  its  leafu  im 
the  winter  season.  But  now,  as  we  go  back, 
I  ausC  do  it  drily  and  briefly. — My  mtiier  was 
the  Abbess  of  a  noble  convent  in  France,  of  the 
high  family  of  La  tour  d'Auveme,  and,  coDse- 
fluently,  by  the  father's  side  Unnl  oottsin,  end 
by  the  mother  s  second  cousm  to  the  £lectreM 
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Dowager,  Louisa  Juliana.  In  the  course  of  the 
war,  an  English  gentleman,  of  high  family  but 
small  fortune,  was  wounded  severely  whilst 
serving  under  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  was 
brought  to  the  small  town  of  Mousson,  where 
the  Abbey  stood,  and  was  tended  kindly  by  the 
good  sisters.  The  greater  part  of  the  family  of 
Latour  are  zealous  Protestants,  as  you  know; 
but  this  branch  has  always  been  vehemently 
Catholic ;  and  the  young  Abbess  had  been 
brought  up  in  that  faith.  You  know  the  de- 
gree of  liberty  which  nuns  of  high  rank  have 
in  France;  so  that  the  vows  they  take  place 
very  little  restraint  upon  their  intercourse  with 
the  world.  The  Abbess  saw  my  father  often; 
acquaintance,  with  kind  care  on  the  one  side 
and  gratitude  on  the  other,  soon  changed 
into  friendship  and  to  love.  My  mother  was 
frightened  at  her  feelings ;  and  when  my 
father  first  ventured  to  speak  his  affection, 
fled  from  him  in  terror  and  in  anger.  But  they 
met  again,  and  then  he  found  means  to  shake 
her  trust  in  the  dogmas  of  the  Church  to  which 
she  had  hitherto  belonged.  He  brought  her 
into  communication  with  a  Protestant  minister.* 
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The  Bible  in  its  simple  purity  was  laid  before 
her.  Her  eyes  were  opened,  and  she  renounced 
the  superstitious  faith  I  She  dared  not  do  so 
openly^  however ;  for  she  was  surrounded  by 
powerful  and  unscrupulous  relations^  who  would 
hare  hesitated  at  no  means  to  punish,  where 
they  could  not  restrain ;  and  she  was  wedded 
in  secret  to  my  fiitber»  till  the  opportunity 
served  for  removing  her  to  a  Protestant  land. 
It  became  necessary  that  she  should  quit  the 
convent;  and  they  removed  to  a  small  soli- 
tary place  in  the  \'osges,  where  I  was  born. 
Various  events  detained  them  between  four 
and  five  years,  living  concealed  in  profound 
retirement;  but  they  were  sought  for  every- 
where ;  and  my  father  found,  at  length,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  fly,  for  that  a  clue  had 
been  obtained  to  their  retreat,  and  pursuit  was 
coming  near.  They,  consequently,  set  off  for 
the  lihme  on  an  autumn  evening,  my  father  and 
mother  in  a  carriage,  with  a  few  servants  on 
horseback,  and  my  father's  horse  led  behind. 
Their  movements,  however,  had  been  watched. 
In  passing  through  a  wood  the  carriage  was 
fired  upon,  and  my  mother  and  one  of  the  men 
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vouded.*  She  iaid,  it  Ant»  thtt  tbe  injnrj 

was  but  slight ;  aad  mj  father,  sphogmg  out, 
BMNiiited  his  honSy  attacked  tha  aaiBiBa> 
The^  were  speedily  put  to  flight ;  and  one  of 
them  waa  kiOad  by  my  fathec^a  own  hand. 
When  they  came  to  examine,  they  Saaud  that 
it  waa  my  moCher'a  own  nephew  who  bad  fidlen^ 
but  thatahenever  knew ;  and,  pujnuiiig  their  jour- 
ney rapidly,  they  reached  the  Palatinate,  wheret 
at  the  town  of  Fianekenthal,  the  wound  my 
mother  had  received  was  iir&l  dressed.  It  was 
then  diicovered  lo  be  moch  move  eeiioQS  than 
had  been  supposed.  She  lingered  a  week,  and 
expired  in  my  liUher'a  arma  I* 

Agoes  paused ;  and  Aigeraoo  Grey  demaDded 
eagerly,    Bat  what  beeaaaa  of  your  fiOher  I** 

^  He  hasteoed  hither/'  continued  Agne^ 
« told  hia  tale  lo  theEieetaea,  who  bad  already 
been  made  aware  of  pari^  and  eagerly  besought 
her  eomitenanoe  aad  proleetion  far  mfMlL 
She  promised  she  would  be  to  me  as  a  mother; 
and  ahe  baa  been  ao^  aa  yoa  know,  Algemow. 
But  my  mother's  brother,  a  stem  and  cruel 
nma,  waa  in  high  fiivonr  with  the  Qaaen  ef 
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Fraaot ;  waip  as  iood  at  it  was  known  my 

father  had  found  refuge  here,  the  Elector  was 
Kquired  to  gite  him  np  to  answar  ioi  my 
cousin'8  death.  Could  a  fair  trial  have  been 
ezptetady  ha  woold  hava  samndaiad ;  but  it 
was  known  that  such  was  not  to  be  obtaiQed^ 
and  he  was  obliged  to  fly.  He  semd  for  safe* 
ral  years  in  distant  lands ;  and  when  it  was 
supposed  that  men's  passions  had  beeoma  more 
calm,  be  retomed  to  be  near  his  child.  You 
have  often  seen  him— know  him  wdl,  Algeiw 
non.  Bat  Duke  John  of  Zweibriicken.  who 
was  guardian  to  the  Elector  Frederic  at  the 
time  of  bis  return^  insisted  that  some  con- 
cealment was  still  necessary;  and  my  father, 
assuming  the  character  of  bis  brotheri  who 
had  died  the  year  before,  has  passed  ever  since 
for  my  ancle,  in  order  not  to  give  otience  to 
the  court  of  France." 

"  I  bad  some  suspicion,"  said  Algernon 
Grey ;  for  there  has  been  a  tenderness,  dear 
Agnes,  in  his  manner  towards  you,  that  nought 
but  the  yearnings  of  paternal  love  could 
give. — And  now,  dearest,  we  are  coming 
near  the  castle.    I,  too,  ought  to  open  my 
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whole  heart  to  ^'our  father.  I  fear,  however, 
there  is  not  time;  fori  when  we  came  away, 
he  said  he  was  going  down  to  strengthen  the 
defences  by  the  bridge.  Send  down  to  him» 
however,  dear  girl,  and  ask  him  to  return.  I 
will  wait  till  the  last  moment,  in  order  to  see 
him ;  but  I  ought  to  reach  Mannheim  before 
it  is  dark/' 

The  messenger,  however,  could  not  find 
Colonel  Herbert.  Two  hours  passed  by  with- 
out his  coming ;  and,  having  waited  with  his 

men  mounted  in  the  court  till  not  more  than 
half  an  hour  of  daylight  remained,  Algenon 
Grey  tore  himself  away  and  rode  on  towards 
Mannheim. 
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In  all  ages  of  which  we  have  record,  England 
has  been  unlike  any  other  country  in  the  world ; 
nor  has  it  been  alone  in  the  character  of  the 
people,  their  political  institutions,  and  their 
religious  feelings,  that  it  has  differed  from  all 
others;  but  the  very  aspect  of  the  land  has 
been  totally  apart,  shadowing  forth  in  its  very 
look  the  mind  of  the  people*  We  see  forests 
and  mountains,  rocks,  rivers,  and  calaracts, 
wide  fields  and  waving  corn  in  other  countries ; 
but  where  ebe  would  you  see  a  green  bowexy 
lane  like  that,  canopied  with  booghs  and  ta* 
pestried  with  flowers,  down  whicii  those  two 
figures  are  now  walking  slowly  on?  Il  is 
England  all  over«— «weet,  peaceful,  pleasant- 
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looking  England.  Though  the  age  is  remote 
from  that  in  which  wa  live;  though  the  coatume 
both  of  the  man  and  woman  is  yery  different 
from  our  own ;  though  the  plumed  hat,  and  the 
hangingdoak^  and  the  slashed  sleeve,  might  lead 
one  to  suppose  one's  aeir amongst  Spaniards; 
yet  look  at  the  trees  with  the  ivy  creeping  up 
them,  the  yellow  banks,  the  small  fields,  the 
trim  hedgerows,  and  not  a  doubt  remains  that 
the  scene  is  English. 

But  we  must  just  Itaten  to  their  conversataooy 
too ;  and  that,  alas  i  is  very  un-£agUsh»  We 
mat  ramenriier,  however,  that  the  age  waa  om 
when  a  number  of  eveata  had  tended  to  oormpl 
society  geuerally,  and  the  court  in  particular ; 
vrhcD  the  lone  of  the  hmnaii  mind,  both  in 
Britain  and  in  France,  had  become  debased  by 
the  conduct  and  esampla  of  the  faigbeat  per* 
sonagea  m  the  realm;  when  the  monarch  on  the 
throne  of  England,  at  least,  though  learned  and 
witty,  preaented  to  hia  people  the  pattern  of  ail 
that  is  despicable,  low,  and  vicious  ia  a  man,  all 
that  ia  hateful  and  contaasptible  in  a  asonareh; 
a  tyrant  wuhout  energy  oi  courage     a  de» 
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baucliee  without  fire  or  passion  ;  a  tricky  poii- 
ticiaiiy  without  perspicaity  or  judgment ;  vaia  of 
bis  religion,  yet  wavering  ia  bis  doctrinesy  irre* 
ligious  in  his  conduct^  and  Llasphenious  in  his 
discourse ;  proud  of  his  cunning,  yet  always  de-^ 
ceived  and  frustrated ;  assuming  the  tone  of  com* 
mand,  yet  led  like  an  infant  or  a  fool;  governed 
by  others^  tiiough  a  despot  himself;  and  only 
perfect  in  grossness,  selfishness,  and  treachery. 
With  such  a  sovereign;  with  minions  imitating 
and  despising  him ;  with  a  court  hungry  of  gold 
and  avariciouB  of  vice ;  with  the  scaffold  and 
the  prison  offered  as  rewards  for  virtue,  energy, 
and  genius ;  can  we  be  surprised  that  the 
poison  spread,  more  or  less,  through  all  classes ; 
and  that  the  nobles^  brought  more  immediately 
within  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  the  cour^ 
were  peculiarly  afiected  by  the  moral  malady 
of  the  time  ?  CSan  we  wonder  that  every  kind 
of  wickedness  which  the  perverse  heart  of  man 
can  conceive  ur  generate  was  rife  ;  that 
corruption  of  all  kinds  was  too  common  to 
excite  attention;  that  brawls  and  murders  were 
beard  of  every  day;  and  that  the  enemy  or 

VOL.  Ill*  o 


Digitized  by  Google 


194 


tiw  m%l,  whom  the  knife  could  not  mch, 
fouod  death  in  the  platter  or  cu|j  ?  Can  we 
woQd«r  that  mch  convenNttioiiB  as  the  fdlowicg 
were  heard  by  the  ears  of  the  air? 

''He  mast  be  disposed  oTy"  said  tbegentlemaoy 
epeakiDg  to  a  iady  of  extraoniiaary  beauty 
ifV'ho  walked  by  his  side  ;  he  must  be  disposed 
of,  that  is  very  dear." 

Ay,  but  how  is  it  to  be  done  V*  asked  tbe 
lady*  It  is  very  well  inr  yoa  to  eowiael  mm, 
but  give  me  no  help." 
"'Nay,  sweetest  Kate,''  implied  Iwr  oooipaiiioD, 
I  afli  wiUiag  to  give  yoa  every  lieip  ia  the 
world ;  but  I  have  heard  tliat,  during  my  long 
and  tedioaa  ahseuce  from  yoar  £m  md^  yoa 
did  not  fad  to  console  yourself  by  reasooabie 
iaaderness  for  this  asM  obfeot  of  your  preseat 
bate.'' 

"  And  do  you  believe  snch  tales  V  she 
odaimedy  tunriag  her  flaahiag  eyca  upon 
him.  You  do  not,  Wiiiiaoi,  you  do  not !  I  am 
Ae  Gmatan  of  yoar  beads;  ym  have  asade  ne 
what  I  am,  From  iniaocy  till  now  you  bare 
tiiteaed  and  led,  guided,  coasmanded  me — mo. 
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Mt  coMmnded,  but  mt  iemt  direeled  ;  aod 
you  should  know—** 

For  that  very  reason  I  do  know/*  he  replied, 
^that  k  is  the  most  natiiffml  and  likely  thing  in 
the  woiiii,  dear  Kate,  that  you  biiuuid  seek 
« little  consolation  far  a  k)ver*s  absence.  I  mj 
DO  more,  I  imply  no  more;  for  I  know  that, 
if  real  love  were  in  the  case,  the  bold^  bm«e 
apirit  in  your  hearty  gwded  and  directed  as  you 
aay  it  b«s  been  by  «ne,  wonld  even  to  fny«eif 
avow  the  fret,  and  daringly  set  all  my  rage  and 
jealousy  at  nought  Is  it  not  so.  sweet  ikale  ?'* 
**  Kj!*  the  answered  with  a  «nile,  '^even  ao!* 
^Well  then/*  he  contiaued,  ^'as  you  see  I 
vnderataiid  yon  fnlly,  and  neither  anepect  nor 
doabty  but  only  think  that  in  a  Tacant  hour, 
dull,  and  for  mere  idleness,  von  have  tnflnd 
iMth  a  growing  passion  in  tJbta  great  lord,  till 
it  has  risen  into  a  Hanie  whicli  has  ^^oiuewhiil 
acoiched  tlie  fingers  of  the  kiadler— I  say  it 
must  be  by  some  means  drowned  out  The  only 
question  is  how»  and  that  we  mast  consider* 
Bat  in  order  to  judge  of  the  best  means,  I 
most  know  fully  the  provoeation  lie  iuus  gjiven 
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my  fair  io?e« — Nay,  knit  not  your  white  brows, 
dear  Kate,  with  such  a  puzzled  look:  I  mil  help 
you  to  ezpiaoatioDS." 

''You  cannot/'  she  said;  "there  can  be  no 
explanations,  William  Ifford.  It  aofficea  to 
me,  and  should  suffice  to  you,  that  he  has 
offended  and  insulted  me — ^ber  whom  you  say 
you  love.**  ^ 

**  And  do  loTe*'  answered  he  whom  we  lia?e 
hitherto  seen  under  the  name  of  Lovet,  '^ay, 
better  far  than  all  the  thousand  I  have  loted 
and  been  loved  by  before.  But  yet  it  matters 
much,  my  Kate;  for,  if  the  injury  and  the 
insult,— as.from  something  you  let  drop  a  day 
or  two  ago  I  do  suspect, — touches  me  in  the 
slightest  possible  degree,  my  course  is  very 
plain,  and  I  will  cut  his  throat  ere  the  moon 
be  an  inch  broader.  But  if  it  refer  to  you 
alone,  it  might  be  dangerous  to  take  the  step 
of  the  duello  on  such  a  topic,  a^  giving  point  to 

certain  rumours  of  our  close  friendship  which 

would  mar  ail  our  plans/' 

The  lady  looked  down,  bending  her  largie, 
dark,  haughty  eyes  sternly  upon  the  pound ; 
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but  bhe  murmured  lu  a  low  tone,  "  He  treated 
'me  as  he  might  tieat  a  common  harlot ;  and 
when  I  mortified  his  vamty  by  cold  repulse, 
he  spoke  of  you,  called  you  my  paramour, 
TOwed  he  could  prove  tlie  iacU  and  make  my 
shame  public  to  all  the  world.  Now,  though  I 
would  break,  by  any  means — at  any  risk,  that 
idy^  tie  to  your  cold  hypocritical  cousin  Hil- 
lingdon,  yet  I  would  fain  do  so  without  having 
the  hnger  of  every  smooth,  weli-conceaied, 
mock- virtuous  woman  of  the  court  pointed  at 
me  in  scorn.  He  said  he  could  prove  it,  I  tell 
you, — You  start,  William,  and  turn  pale ;  that 
is  not  as  if  your  blood  fired  up  like  mine." 

''My  blood  has  something  else  to  do,  bright 
Kate,"  answered  her  cousin.    "Why  I  started 

was,  because  your  tale  awakens  a  strange  doubt 

in  my  luiud.  There  was  safe  in  my  house, 
when  I  left  England,  a  little  agate  casket  with 
a  secret  lock,  which  kept  good  guard  over  your 
dear,  long-preserved  letters. — Here  is  the  key 
hanging  ever  round  my  neck;  but  yesterday, 
when  1  sought  for  that  casket,  I  could  not  find 
it ;  and,  thinking  that  it  had  been  mislaid,  I 
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left  ibe  seareb,  trastiiig  t»  owet  witb  it  ■■othar 
dftj.  Caa  auy  ooe  iidve  tsloiea  ihoae  ietteis  I — 
At  dl  evmte  that  mh  aiuat  Mt  Kva  madi 

longer;  but,  my  dear  Kate,  it  wiU  net  do  la 
^ht  oil  such  a  cause  of  <juaiiel.  Nay,  more* 
Ofer,  if  i  aeek  occason  agaanat  hiai^  he  wtL 
jadge  rigbtiy  of  the  cause,  and  spfaad  his  lak 
af  ecaodal  to  tbe  wcM, — perhaps  prodaea  bk 
proofed  if  he  i eall y  bava  any.  We  aaaat  empkiy 
quieter  means,  weai  a  smooth  lace  touaxds 
bin,  aad,  as  we  do  wttb  a  wiU  beast  tbat 
we  fear,  lure  him  iato  a  trap  weU  prepared 
bcfbrebaad.  Hoir  did  yoa  part,  ia  amttity  ar 
calmly  T 

The  lady  had  turned  very  pale  as  he  spoke  of 
tba  loss  of  the  casket;  aad  aoaiia  tiaae  pasted 
ere  she  answered  his  question.  He  repealed  it, 
bowarefy  in  a  quiet, tender  tone ;  and^looUngap 
sbe  said,  '^He  cowed  me — nge  sank  beneath 
fear,  and  I  smoothed  my  bfow  nay,  eveu 
smiled  aad  iaagbed,  in  order  to  gain  time^  till 
I  could  speak  with  you.  But  you  were  long 
eia  yo«  arrived,  and  now  it  ia  loo  lata  lo  pei6et 
any  plans.   He  comes  lo-monow  eveumg,  and 
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hmM  pMNniwd  to  brbg  the  praoGi  Im  vpokBot 

with  him,*' 

^  !Not  too  late^  not  too  late/^  answered  her 
eompaoioii.  I  will  speed  home  bke  lightaisg, 
search  ior  these  letters,  be  with  you  again 
to-noirow  early ;  and  lhen»  if  you  taiie  courage 
and  resoiution,  we  will  find  means  to  rid  ua 
of  one  wh&m  we  eannot  deal  with  openly.  I 
will  have  all  prepared  if  yoa  will  bat  second 
me.  Wiiere  will  my  lord  your  uucle  he  to- 
vonow  2'^ 

''A  hundred  miles  hence  and  more/*  replied 
the  kdy.  '*Iie  and  my  good  amit,  do  not 
return  for  two  days  to  come." 

^Tben  aU  will  easily/'  rejoined  the  other. 
.  ^  The  man  msst  die^->be  mast  not  reach  Eoy- 

But  blood  is  soon  traced/'  abe  said*  in  a 

tone  of  hesitation. 

We  will  have  no  blood/'  replied  her  lover, 
with  a  smile:  men  die  occasAunaily  of  very 
rapid  diseases.  1  will  plan  it  all — ^you  mast 
eiecala*" 
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'^Bnt  bow  shall  we  get  the  papem  frnrn 
him/  asked  the  lady,  without—" 

^That  must  be  cared  for,"  answered  Lovet 
**  Yon  must  be  teoder,  my  fair  Kate,  tiU  you 
have  got  him  to  produce  his  proofs ;  give  him 
fair  hopes,  and  lead  him  oo.  He  will  sop  her^ 
of  course ;  and  after  supper,  when  be  has  trided 
with  somewhat  dangerous  viands*  bid  him  show 
the  weighty  evidence  he  spoke  of.  When  they  are 
all  spread  forth,  I  will  come  in,  to  your  surprise 
and  his,  and  take  my  own  again.  Then,  if  he 
be  ioclined  to  quarrel^  one  hasly  thrust,  given 
ere  any  one  has  time  to  hear  his  tale,  will  settle 
all,  and  I  shall  pass  blameless,  for  despatching 
one  whom  I  found  insulting  my  sweet  eoosin* 
It  will  be  a  claim,  too^  on  her  love — a  fair . 
motive  in  the  world's  eyes  for  her  (in  gratitude) 
to  give  me  her  soft  hand*'' 

The  lady  smiled  with  a  meaning  look.  There 
was  no  surprise;  there  was  no  horror;  there 
seemed  hardly  to  be  any  fear.  Had  her  miod 
been  conversant  with  those  ideas  before  ?  Who 
can  tell  ?    Such  deeds  were  assuredly  common 
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in  that  day,  audi  at  ail  events^  they  were 
commonly  reported.  The  romoor  of  crimes 
always  generates  fresh  oaes  oi  ttie  same 
character.  There  is  an  infection  in  the  very 
sound  of  snch  deeds,  and  the  mind  that  bears  it 
often  catches  the  moral  pestilence  aiid  dies. 
As  she  thought — ^and  for  some  moments  she  did 
not  reply — a  look  of  triumph  rose  in  her  glitter- 
ing eyes.  Ay !"  she  repeated> "  ay !  he  shall 
rue  it  1  Yes,  he  shall  rue  it  I— William,  you  are 
right.  It  would  not  do  to  raise  a  clamour 
about  ibis  man's  death,  by  taking  your  usual 
mode  of  settling  such  aliaiis  j  but  a^inst  one 
thing  you  must  guard  right  carefully,  that 
bis  death  be  not  traceable  to  us — unless,  indeed^ 
it  be  in  hasty  brawl,  where  weapons  ate  soon 
out,  and  execution  done  ere  men  have  time 
to  think.  I  mean,  if  lie  quits  my  house  ali?e, 
Ihey  must  not  be  able  to  show  that  it  was  in  the 
cop,  or  m  the  food  which  be  there  partook,  that 
he  found  his  fcte.*^ 

"  I  will  take  care, '  said  her  cousin,  signifi- 
cantly; ''but  you  must  be  both  leady  and 
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ffeiolote»  my  sweet  Kste,— no  dooblF— no  iMat^ 

tk>D — no  weak  remorse." 

I  have  none ! replied  the  lady,  lifting  her 
hand  boldly;  wekiUmwelf  or atiger^aaodDi 
or  a  shark.  It  id  the  first  principle  of  nature 
and  of  right  to  destroy  that  whicb  wodU 
destroy  us.  His  death  is  needful  to  my  hfei 
He  dies,  or  I  di& — Nay^  more;  I  feel  the 
kiinier's  s|Hrit  within  mc^  and  Mfe^  for  lifis^  I 
would  rather  die  myself  with  him,  than  not  see 
him  die." 

'^Uis  offence  must  have  been  bitter/'  an- 
swered her  eottsin ;  ^  though  it  wan  very  need* 
fttl  to  our  happiness  that  Uillingdon  shoiild 
be  out  of  our  way^  you  never  thought  of  using 
inch  meana  with  him." 

I  may  have  thought  of  it»''  answered  the 
lady,  musing ;  ^  but  I  would  not  have  done  it, 
William,  in  moments  of  eager  impatiencae,  I 
may  have  wished  him  dead — nay,  have  said  so^ 
I  think,  to  you ;  but  yet  I  would  bafo  pmctissd 
nought  against  his  life.  UiUingdon  never 
offended  SM.  He  loved  ma  not;  but,  as  Hound 
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kfm  not,  tbttt  wm  no  •Seoce.  Hts  Iom  wm 
cmrtecHis,  loo,  vHm  he  did  write loneor  to  ay 

uncle.  Plainly  and  boldly  he  said  he  wished 
the  contract  cKaiolved ;  Iml  I  wished  it  too,  sod 
therefore  it  was  a  kindness,  not  an  injury.  Jdis 
¥eiy  abseDce,  that  he  night  nefcr  eee  me,  had— 
as  be  turned  it,  and  k  believe  as  be  ielt  it— 
a  certain  courtesy.  Nay  :  Hillingdon,  though 
eotd  and  «tiff»  aad  eppoeile  in  almost  efery- 
thinrr  to  my  liature  and  my  wishes,  is  still 
a  high  and  BoUe-miiidcd  aaD,  a  gentleman  in 
heart  and  spirit*** 

Her  eompanioB  bit  Ms  lip,  fcr  be  kmd  nol  to 
hear  his  cousin's  praises  firoas  that  lady's  toogoe. 
He  was  silent,  however,  and  she  proceeded : 
Bot  this  man  has,  indeed,  efiended  me  bitterly, 
as  you  say.  Eocouniged  by  a  light  smile,  and 
perhaps  some  idle  freedom  1  will  net  deny  it- 
he  thought  i  bad  become  bia  slaiFe,  assumed 
the  air  of  triumph,  boasted,  I  doubt  not,  of 
his  conquest  amongst  dmnken  comrades,  and 
thought  mine  was  a  heart  that  would  bear 
the  insoleftt  tooe^  the  mde  ammplion  of  sneosis, 
the  air  and  words  of  conqneat.   Fool  I  I  taught 
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him  better;  and  Chen  he  threatened  to  turn  my 
bold  coatempt  to  buming  shame — be  did  mure 
than  threaten,  William.  He  it  is,  and  he  alone, 
who  has  8taid  the  dissolution  of  my  iuiant  mar- 
riage with  Hilltngdon. — The  judges  were  aU 
agreed— the  king  himself  was  won,  when  this  man 
stepped  io.  The  miniou  persuaded  the  king,  by 
bis  cringing  arts,  to  panse* — Nay,  look  not  doabt* 
full  Ue  told  me  so  himself;  with  scornful 
triumph  vowed  my  fiite  was  in  his  hands;  and 
said,  if  I  had  not  treated  him  so  disdainfully  I 
should  have  been  now  as  free  as  air.  Do  not 
the  facts  bear  oat  the  assertion  ?  AU  that  was 
required  by  any  one  was  Uiliiogdou's  oath  la 
open  court  that  he  had  never  seen  me  since  I  was 
ten  years  old.  He  came  and  gave  it.  Thea 
suddenly  the  king  paused  and  prevaricated,  and 
Algernon  retamed  disgusted  and  despairing. 
Have  I  not  cause  to  say  this  man  is  a  viper  in 
my  way  ?  Have  I  not  a  right  to  set  my  heel 
upon  his  head  T* 

Assuredly  I repUed  William  Iffi>rd ;  and 
the  sooner  the  better,  my  sweet  Kate.  1  see 
that  your  mind  is  made  up  and  your  courage 


Digitized  by 


HEIDELBERG* 


equal  to  the  task.  He  sups  here ;  be  will  dine 
at  Hertford,  at  the  ina  there.  I  will  take 
care — though  the  deed  cannot  be  done  there  on 
account  of  the  many  eyes  upon  us — that  some 
circumstance  of  suspicioa  shall  occur  at  Hert- 
ford to  direct  the  doubts  of  men  afterwards 
away  from  your  house.  I  have  a  powder 
brought  from  Italy,  which  I  have  heard  has 
been  most  serviceable  in  the  great  house  of 
Medici.  May  it  prove  as  useful  to  us!  And 
now  farewell,  my  Kate.  I  will  not  go  up  to  the 
mansion  with  you,  as  I  must  return  to-morrow 
morning.  Do  not  pause  and  ponder  on  our 
plans,  lest  your  resolution  fail/' 

"No  fear  I"  she  ansvvcicd,  with  a  cahn  look; 

**  my  courage  is  firmer  than  you  think,  Wil* 
liara.    Adieu  I" 

Sir  William  HFord  left  her,  and  walked  back 
to  a  village  about  half  a  mile  distant,  where  he 
bad  left  his  horse.  At  first  he  went  quick,  as  if 
in  haste  *,  but  after  he  bad  turned  out  of  the  lane 
his  pace  became  slower,  and  he  meditated, 
murmuring  a  part  of  his  thoughts  as  he  pro- 
ceeded.    A  dangerous  housekeeper  I "  he  said ; 
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''ud  yet  m  gtorious  eremture — not  Uie  most 

fiuthtui  in  her  loves^  I  fear — ^yet  how  eta  I 
fahse  herl  I  hatie  not  beea  n^kt  fiutUol 
myself— aiui  she  was  aione.  We  will  both 
do  better  when  we  are  wedded^ — Tbeie  niist  be 
iMm  in  this  affitir  thaa  she  thiaks  fit  to  owa— 
sba  could  not  hate  so  stioiicilv  hud  she  nol  suiae- 
what  lof«d.  Weil,  wheo  be  is  dead  that  wiil  be 
wiped  out;  her  owo  hand  wiU  aveuge  both  her- 
self and  me.  Yet  it  is  heidly  politic  to  teaeh 
ber  tricks  which  she  msy  practise  hereafter 
oa  myself. — I  arti  a  bold  man  to  liok  myself  to 
one  so  well  totored ;  but  fiv  such  a  womaa,  aod 
for  such  a  fortuoe,  who  would  not  be  boid  i  Ail 
that  will  be  needed  is  care  for  the  fotone^ — and 
a  sare  aalidols  ia  my  doublet  pocket" 

Full  of  such  reflections,  lie  reached  the  vil- 
lage, andy  maimtiog  his  boraep  rode  oo  to  a  boose 
which,  with  the  small  estate  around  it,  bad 
descended  to  biai  fron  his  mother.  His  pstii- 
moaial  fmperty  had  been  loog  i|>ea^  aad  evsa 
this  was  not  uneiic umbered.  Sprioging  to  ihe 
giroaady  ha  maanted  the  six  ste|ps  which  led  wf 
iaio  so  arched  ponch  covered  with  ivy,  opened 
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Ibd  door,  and  went  io.  A  ser?ant  was  called 
and  ordered  to  iifni^  a  frah  borse,  and  theo 
WilUam  Ifibrd  paused  a  monent  m  tbe  baU» 
beodiog  bis  eyes  upon  the  uiatble  pavciueat  in 
deep  meditatioiu  it  eeemed  of  a  very  gloomy 
cbaracter  too.  Perhaps  it  was  remorse  that 
moved  him ;  for  tbe  heart,  faowerer  sviik  ia  vice 
«Dd  folly,  ahriaks  from  tbe  touch  of  a  new 
crime.  Rarely  does  it  happen  that  it  is  so 
Qorrapled  tbat  tbere  ia  net  some  sound  spot 
left  somewhere ;  and  so  loog  as  tbere  is,  that 
part  will  tremble  at  the  first  toueh  of  tbe  cor- 
rodiog  poison  which  bas  destroyed  ail  the  lest. 
His  brow  became  very  cknidy*  sod  gathered 
thick  over  his  deep,  keeu  eye;  bis  Up  quiv^ied; 
and  the  fingers  ui  the  haad  which  had  fallen 
by  bis  side  were  seen  to  move  slowly  to^ber^ 
till  they  were  clenched  firmly  ia  the  palm. 
Tbe  light,  the  scoffing,  and  the  scornful  will 
have  their  ociomeots  of  tbougbt,  of  doubt,  and 
of  depression,  as  tbe  vicious  of  regret  There 
eemes  upon  us  all,  against  onr  will,  we  know  not 
how,  we  know  not  whence,  a  shadow  ub  Wom  the 
gpoonj,  inevitnble  rock  beiore  ns,  ebNidiog  the 
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sparkling  sunny  path  in  which  we  sported,  ren- 
dering the  gay  dreams  gloomy,  and  the  dear 
future  obscure.  It  is  the  time  to  ask  ourselves^ 
whither  that  path  tends,  where  those  sports 
may  end.  But  still  the  counteracting  power  of 
evil,  waging  his  eternal  war  against  all  good, 
suggests  some  reason,  presents  some  exense  for 
following  the  impulse  of  the  wilful  iieart  along 
the  course  of  error;  till  at  length,  when  all 
warnings  have  been  given,  and  every  opportu- 
nity neglected,  the  tmls  of  onr  own  acts  close 
round  us;  and,  in  the  inextricable  net  which 
we  ourselves  have  aided  to  weave,  we  stiug^le 

in  vain ;  till  death  takes  us  forth^  and  an  nn* 

known  state  begins. 

Slowly  and  even  sadly  Sir  William  Iffixd 
raised  bis  eyes  and  ca^t  a  melancholy  glance 
around  the  dim  old  hall.  There  was  an  air  of 
desolation  and  neglect  aboat  it,  very  different 
from  the  gay  and  splendid  scenes  in  which  he 
was  accustomed  and  loved  to  move»  The  look 
of  poverty  ^was  stamped  upon  it;  and  in  an 
instant  flashed  before  his  eyes  the  image  of  a 
long  future  of  care  and  penury,  and  forced  self- 
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denial  and  niggardly  restrainU   *'  It  must  be^" 
he  cried,  ''H  mtrat  be  done;^  and,  hurrying  to 
an  old  oaken  cabinet,  which  be  opened  with  one 
of  the  keys  be  wore  about  hun,  took  out  au 
eztremely  minute  vial  iilled  with  some  while 
substance,  and  gazed  at  it  attentively  fur  an 
instant;  then,  plactn|^  it  in  bis  pocket,  be  en- 
tered bis  bed-chamber,  and  drew  forth  from  a 
large  chest  a  masker's  beard,  nearly  white,  and 
several  separate  locks  of  silver  hair.  With 
these,  put  safely  up,  lie  rode  away  towards  the 
town  of  Hertford,  which  he  reached  shortly  after 
niglufali ;  but,  before  he  entered  the  street^  be 
fastened  the  false  locks  to  the  lining  of  his  hat 
and  brought  them  over  his  forehead  and  his 
neck.    The  beard  completed  a  disguise  suffi- 
ciently close  to  prevent  any  €jtB,  but  such  as 
knew  him  very  well,  from  recognising  him ;  and 
then,  entering  the  town,  he  dbroounted  at  a 
small  public  house,  and  walked  on  foot  towards 
the  principal  inn  in  the  great  street.  About  half 
an  hour  after,  he  might  be  seen  speaking  in  the 
coui  t-vard  to  u  man  in  a  white  night-cap  and 
aprom   Their  conversation  seemed  merry,  too; 
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for  few  even  knew  belter  how  to  assume  iami* 
liar  eotirtesieft  towards  the  lower  dai8es«  wheo 
he  liked  it,  tbaa  William  Ifford. 

•*  You  foolish  dog,"  he  cried,  at  length  ^  ^  uiii 
you  lose  a  good  gold  piece  just  for  your  vanity 
in  your  art?  I  tell  you  it  is  for  a  bet  witii  him« 
I  vowed  I  would  make  him  eat  bitter  pottage 
ere  a  week  were  over ;  and  1  ask  you  not  to  do 
aught  that  can  hurt  him.  There 's  many  an 
innocent  herb^  and  salutary  too,  that  tastes  like 
soot  in  the  mouth.  Take  your  choice  of  them, 
and  stuff  his  pottage  and  the  first  two  dishes 
full  of  it.  Go  out  into  the  garden  and  get 
some  bitter  endive,  or  any  other  poiifier  of  the 
blood*  So  will  you  be  sure  that  no  harm  can 
come  of  it.  I  must  have  it  doae,  however^  aad 
here  is  a  gold  piece  for  your  pains.* 

The  man  seemed  sull  to  hesitate ;  butWiliiam 
Ifford  doubled  the  offered  bribe,  and  the  cook's 
virtue  could  not  resist  the  temptation. 

^  Keep  your  own  counsel,*'  said  the  gentle- 
man, as  he  left  him,  and  all  is  safe.  I  shall 
laugh  heartily  to-morrow  night,  when  I  heat 
him  curse  the  bitter  soup  he  had  at  Hertford." 
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Thus  saying,  he  turaed  away,  mounted  his 
horse  agaia  and  rode  back.  On  the  following 
morning  early  he  was  once  more  by  the  Lady 
Catherine's  side ;  and  for  two  long  hours  they 
taiked  eagerly  with  meaning  looks,  but  in  low 
tones,  as  if  they  feared  to  be  overheard,  al- 
though they  well  knew  that  no  ear  was  near  to 
hear  them.  But  there  is  a  consciousness  in 
crime  of  an  e?er  open  eye»  an  ear  that  is  never 
closed. 


p  2 
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CHAPTER  X. 


Yes,  sir,  yes,"  said  the  King  of  Eugland 
lolling  upon  his  left  leg,  and  sticking  out  his 
right  hip,  as  if  he  had  dislocated  the  joint,  at 
the  same  time  thrusting  one  hand  into  the  wide 
open  pocket  of  his  black  velvet  hose,  "yes, 
sir,  ye  had  better  gang  your  way  back.  As 
ye  've  staid  awa  sae  lang,  I  think  ye  may 
stay  awa  a  while  mair.  We'll  just  conseeder  o' 
the  matter — baud  your  tongue,  Steenie,  nane 
o'  yer  clavers;  I  Ve  said  the  word !" 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had  stepped 
forward,  as  if  to  speak,  drew  back  again  with 
a  very  significant  and  uncourtier  like  look  of 
disgust  and  impatience;  but  Buckingham  by 
this  time  rested  the  ladder  of  ambition  rather 
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opoD  the  AivcMir  of  Uie  Ptkioe  thaa  of  the  King, 
and  feared  not  every  now  mid  then  to  express 
his  diateataoiiiewhat  boldly  from  the  Monaieh's 

views* 

Jmmttfn  wonb  wen  addieaeed  to  Algernon, 

Earl  oi  HiUingdoUy  who  stood  before  him  ia 
the  midst  of  m  eivele  of  ooortiert  and  flatterers 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  co^d,  careless,  deter- 
mimxl  manner  of  the  yo«og  peer* 

The  Monarch  ended  his  sentence;  but  then^ 
fleemg  that  theyoong  loid  did  not  withdraw, 
he  added  somewhat  sharply :  God's  life,  loaiil 
you  shall  know  our  pleasure  when  it  is 
time." 

1  hope  your  Majesty's  pleasuie  may  be  Lo 
do  me  jiMtioe,*  answered  Algernon  Oiey; 
''but,  by  your  gracious  permisbiou,  1  must 
add  a  few  woiris  before  I  go.  Famous  kwyere^ 
bearing  high  offices  in  your  royal  court,  have 
pnmonneed  this  mairiage  nnli  by  reajMn  of  the 
age  of  the  contraclii^  parties*  £cclesissU(^ 
judges,  appointed  by  yoursdf,  have  come  to  the 
same  conclusion*  Your  Majesty  hei>itates,  irom 
some  scruples,  to  suffer  the  scnt/Hice  to  be  pro- 
wmnced ;  but  let  me  add,  that  I  must  by  some 
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means  soon  leam  whether  this  contracty  eutered 
into  in  my  infancy,  is  a  marriage  or  not*  If 
not,  I  have  nQuoht  to  say;  for  all  parties  are 
free.   Bat  if  the  law  pronounces  it  a  marriage, 
I  mustj  without  loss  of  time,  move  my  peers  ior 
a  divorce,  on  account  of  tbe  lady^s  adnlieiy 
with  a  person  high  in  your  royal  ia?our*'' 
/  ''Honty  tout!'^  cried  tbe  King,  with  bis 
sallow  face  ausbing,  and  his  thick  hps  quiver- 
ing,  while  his  large  tongue  rolled  round  and 
round  in  bis  mouth,  as  if  he  had  a  plum,  or  some 
other  extraneous  substance  therein;  **By  God! 
you  shall  have  neither  one»  nor  the  other. 
What !  are  we  not  oursels  the  supreme  head 
both  of  tbe  church  and  tbe  law,  Qod's  vice- 
gerent  in  this  puir  kingdom  of  England !  Awa 
wi'  ye,  sir ;  and  let  roe  hear  nae  mair.  Tak 
the  man  awa and  with  a  blasphemous  oath 
be  added;    yeirdrive  me  daff 

Prince  Charles  advanced  to  his  father's  side 
and  tried  to  calm  him;  while  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  took  the  Earl's  arm  and  led  ham 
gently  from  the  King's  presence. 

''Oo,  Hillittgdont  go/'  he  said;  *'and  do 
not  enrage  him  more.    We  will  do  the  best  for 
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yoo. — Yoa  have  8aid  too  maeh  already,  my 
lord/' 

^'  JNot  more  than  was  needful  to  say,  Dnke^'* 
replied  Algernon  Grey,  somewhat  sharply; 
but  then,  feeling  that  irritation  had  made  him 
ungracious  towards  a  man  who  had  exerted 
Jitmself  strenuously  in  his  behalf,  he  took  Buck* 
iogham's  hand,  adding,  Pardon  me,  your 
Grace,  1  thank  you  a  thousand  times  for  all 
that  you  have  done ;  but  it  moves  me,  I  do 
confess,  to  see  a  pitiful,  unworthy,  ungentle-* 
manly  upstart,  like  this  Lord  Marston,  have 
power  to  pervert  the  course  of  justice  and  im- 
pede the  operation  of  the  law.  This  is  a  bitter 
disappointment  to  me  altogether^  and  your 
Grace  must  pardon  somethiug  in  a  man  so 
circunibtanced." 

^  I  do,  I  do>"  answered  Buckingham ;  and 
I  couDsel  you  but  for  your  own  advantage. 
Leave  the  kingdom  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
trust  to  me  and  his  Royal  Highness.''  He 
jMiusedan  instant;  and  then,  laying  his  hand 
on  Algernon's  arm,  he  added,  with  a  proud 
and  significant  air,  **  This  man  is  my  enemy, 
as  well  as  yours !    Is  not  that  su^cient?** 
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MeihiDks,  U  ought  to  be,"  said  Aigerooii 
Grey ;  "but  in  this  strange  world,  whcpe 
merit  and  mimtfaiQets,  wkdoin  aud  folly, 
seem  alternately  to  succeed,  as  if  upon  the 
chanoes  of  the  dioe»  one  may  be  pemitlfid 
always  to  doubt  what  will  come  next.  How^ 
ever,  I  will  follow  year  Grace's  advice;  and, 
Itpeating  my  thanks,  withdraw.*' 

« The  sooner  the  better/'  replied  Bocking- 
bam;  "for  the  Tower  is  near  at  hand;  and 
yonr  best  friends  might  find  it  difienlt  to  keep 
you  out9  if  the  King  be  wiliul ;  or  to  get  jcm 
ont,  if  onoe  in." 

Thus  saying,  he  turned  away ;  and  Aigeroon 
Grey  retired  from  the  palace,  and  proceeded  to 
his  house  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  what  is, 
and  was  then  called^  the  Strand. 

"  Pack  up  everything  for  instant  departure, 
Tony,''  he  said,  speaking  to  his  old  aervant, 
who  opened  the  door  of  his  bed-room  for  imsu 
**  Let  the  barge  be  ready  in  half  an  hour,  and 
call  a  wherry  ap  to  tlie  stairs  at  the  end  of  the 
garden.  Sec  that  all  the  luea  be  warned  that 
-they  will  have  to  embatk  to^Mght  on  board  the 
*  Mary  Anae^'  ibr  Rotterdaui.'' 
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The  good  mao  looked  in  his  lord's  Act,  and 
for  a  moment  was  lociined  to  ask, — Has  all 
been  setded  to  your  satisiketion?''  but  the  ex- 
preesioa  of  Algernon's  couatenaace  was  answer 
sviBdent;  and,  without  a  vvord^  he  retired  to 
make  the  arraagefloents  reqaired.  It  is  strange 
the  influence  of  the  ciiaiacter  of  a  master  upon 
serfmnts  and  dependants.  There  be  some  men, 
who,  without  any  effort  to  conciliate  or  win 
vegard,  seem  to  command  it;  and  their  joys  or 
sorrows  dihuse  themselves  around,  as  it  were  in 
eddies,  to  the  utmost  limit  of  those  who  know 
them.  A  few  words  from  tite  old  servant,  as 
be  communicated  his  Ionl*s  commands  to  the 
rest  of  the  household,  spread  gloom  over  the 
whole ;  and  the  attendants  went  about  their 
preparations  with  a  sad  and  sorrowful  air,  as  if 
each  had  received  soiue  personal  disappointuieiit. 

At  the  end  of  half  an  boor,  Algernos 
Grey  issued  ibrtli  from  his  chamber  vvuh 
several  written  papers  in  bis  band.  They  weie 
merely  orders,  which  he  was  more  inclined  to 
write  tbaii  to  speak.  The  greater  part  of  bis 
mttendants  were  to  accompany  him  to  Ger* 
laany;  bat  were  te  wait  wliere  they  were  an 
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hour  or  two  for  the  retura  of  bis  barge,  which 
vfBM  now  ready  to  convey  him,  with  six  or 
seven  whom  he  bad  selected,  to  a  vessel  aboat 
to  sail  for  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine*  The  rest 
were  to  remain  in  London  till  they  heard 
farther.  Some  stores  of  arms,  not  yet  ready, 
were  to  be  sent  after  him  to  Germany  in  an- 
other vessel.  Especial  care  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  of  his  tenantry,  and  of  two  or  three  oU 
pensioners  of  the  iamily ;  and,  according  to  a 
laudable  custom  of  that  time,  which  the  law  of 
Elizabeth  bad  not  altogether  abrogated,  a  cer- 
tain sum  was  to  be  distributed  in  weekly  alms 
to  any  deserving  poor. 

Several  of  his  principal  aertants  delayed  bis 
departure  for  a  short  time  by  asking  directions 
in  various  matters  which  be  had  not  remem- 
bered ;  but  ere  an  hour  and  a  half  had  passed, 
after  he  had  quitted  the  palace,  he  was  floating 
on  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Thames ;  and,  in 
about  half  an  hour  more,  bad  embarked  for 
Rotterdam.  His  followers  showed  sealous 
punctuality  in  joining  him  without  delay.  Bag- 
gage and  arms  were  embarked  safdy;  and. 
With  the  first  tide  that  night  the  ship  dropped 
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donn  the  river.  The  passage  could  hardly  be 
caiied  fair,  for  it  blew  a  gale  from  river-mouLh 
to  river-mouth ;  but  the  wind  was  favonrablei 
and  speed  was  all  he  cared  for. 

Often  he  asked  himself,  howerer,  why  he 
should  so  eagerly  press  forward;  what  but 
pain  and  grief  lay  before  him ;  what  he  had  to 
communicate  to  her  he  best  loved,  but  doubt» 
unccrUiuty,  and  disappointment;  and  yet  the 
thought  of  seeing  her  again,  of  holding  her 
hand  in  his — of  gazing  into  those  beautiful 
and  speaking  eyes — of  reading  there  love,  and 
hope,  and  contidence — of  gaining  new  trust  for 
the  future  from  her  very  look,  drew  him  on- 
ward, and  formed  at  least  one  bright  spot  in 
the  future,  which  all  the  cares  and  sorrows 
that  surrounded  him  had  no  power  to  cloud. 
Then,  again,  at  times,  he  would  revolve  all  that 
had  taken  place  in  England  since  he  had  again 
visited  hia  native  land  ;  and  he  would  ask  him- 
self, with  doubt,  whether  all  had  been  fair  in 
the  conduct  of  those  who  professed  themselves 
his  friends,  and  pretended  to  support  his  cause. 
Whether  Buckingiiam  was  sincere, — whether 
Prince  Charles  himself  had  not  been  deceiving 
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him  ]  and  ihm  he  wauid  accuse  himiself  of  meaa 
— fiieinBi,  mmd  try  to  cut  tbea  from  hk  mmd. 
There  was  one  pouit»  mde&d,  ou  which  ih£  more 
be  thought,  the  move  iMdooiitedL  Had  the  lady 
Caiherme'a  iuaily,  though  afectjog  to  uxge  the 
aatMcatioo  ef  the  mamage,  milly  exerted 
thcmecltea  to  the  atmoftt  1  Thejf  were  power- 
fhl;  in  h%h  favour  at  court,  and  he  could 
Mii  bttt  imember  lhat  the  contract  betaweo  the 
lady  aiiii  hiaxself,  while  both  were  mere  childieu, 
bad  ben  fint  piopoeed  by  the  ray  ancie  with 
whom  she  now  Uved^  —  a  mmx  uol  very  pure  ia 
Miahi^  aad  amhitiooB  in  cbaiader.  Eie  be 
ribbed  Uie  »iiore»  lioUaod,  he  resolved  to 
takftoae  alep  noce»  to  write  to  the  Lady  Cathe-^ 
rine  herself  and^  teliii^  her  be  bad  done  all  he 
oowld  to  eet  ber  free  from  an  ci^gementahe 
detested,  ieave  her  lo  move  her  own  relaiions  to 
eaert  tbfiiiliit  oiofe  atneniioaaly  than  faatoe* 
Ue  would  Uusi  the  letter^  he  thought,  to  im 
aid  aervant  and  the  page, — Cbe  one  baTing  many 
frienda  in  hiwiff  hftid  to  which  he  was  ^eut^ 
from  whom  be  was  eaiw  to  Iea»  nmeb  af  tba 
|ia»t^  the  other  being  of  a  character  ahamt  Un^ 
maaikingt  wbo  would  fimn  a  Ycry  saia  adioB 
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of  the  disposilioii  of  all  parlies  at  fireseiit.  Ho 

gave  them  no  orders,  indeed^  to  ioqiure  or  to 
dbusne,  but  mmply  seat  them  back  to  Eogland 
with  the  letter,  aa  sooq  as  his  foot  touched  the 
shore,  desiring  them  to  obtain  an  answer,  and 
hasten  to  join  him  at  Heuieiberg, 

The  voyage  up  the  Rhinei  in  those  days,  was 
slow  and  difficult;  but  for  sooie  way  the  strife 
which  was  then  actually  going  on  in  the  Low 
Countries,  deterred  him  from  landing ;  and  it 
was  only  when  he  reached  the  first  state  of  the 
Protestant  Union  that  he  disembarked  with  his 
followers,  and  took  his  way  forward  on  horso* 
back.  Many  difficultiei  and  impediments  de* 
layed  him  on  the  road ;  and  rumours  con* 
tinuaUy  reached  him  of  the  moYoments  of  con- 
tending armies  in  the  Palatinate,  some  true* 
and  many  false*  He  gathered,^  howerer,  from 
all  accounts,  that  the  temporary  prosperity 
which  had  visited  the  arms  of  the  King  of 
Bohemia  had  by  this  tune  passed  away  ^  that 
llansfeld  bad  retreated  into  Alsace;  that  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had  been  recailed^'to  Holland ; 
that  greater  discord  than  ever  reigned  among 
die  united  princes,  and  that  Horace  Vera  and 
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his  troops,  nearly  confined  to  the  town  of  Mann- 
heim and  its  immediate  neighboarhood,  coaid 
effect  little  or  nothing,  agaiust  a  superior  force 
led  by  one  of  tbe  first  geaerala  of  tbe  age. 
Tilly,  with  the  united  Bavarian,  Austrian,  and 
Spanish  armies,  ranged  and  ravaged  the  PaU<» 
tinate  without  check*  Frankenthal,  indeed, 
resisted  still ;  bot  there  was  no  power  in  the 
open  held  to  protect  the  villages  from  oppres- 
sion, or  to  maintain  the  smaller  towns  against 
the  invader*  Every  report  he  received  was 
more  or  less  gloomy;  and  by  some  it  was 
stated  that  Ueidelbeig  itself  was  menaced, 
while  others  represented  that  the  city  was 
already  invested. 

All  these  accounts  but  served  to  make  the 
young  Englishman  press  more  eagerly  for* 
ward.  The  meu^  as  well  as  their  horses,  were 
wearied  with  the  rapid  advance;  but  they  did 
not  complain,  for  they  all  couipreheudcd  tbe 
feelings  in  their  lord's  bosom ;  and  there  was 
sufficient  of  chivalry,  even  in  the  lower  classes  of 
that  day,  to  niakc  them  think  it  would  be 
hard  that  he  should  be  ^ept  from  the  lady 
whom  he  loved, simply  because  tliey  were  tired. 
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TbuB,  oa  the  ninth  day  after  they  had  reached 
Rotteiclam,  they  entered  the  cioiuiuiuns  of  the 
Elector  Palatine ;  md,  after  a  weary  march 
tluough  the  plains  of  the  Rhine,  wiili  no  intel- 
ligence but  vague  rumours  amongst  the  pea* 
santry^  they  reached,  towards  ni^^htlall,  a  large 
Tillage  about  eight  miles  from  Mannheim,  and 
somewhat  more  from  Heidelberg.  During  the 
last  day's  journey,  sad  traces  of  the  ravages  of 
war  had  been  apparent  at  every  step.  Villages 
liumt,  houses  and  churches  in  ruins,  and  here 
and  there  a  dead  body  lying  unburied  within  ft 
few  yards  of  the  road,  had  marked  the  devas-* 
tating  course ;  but  the  village  that  they  now 
approaclicd  seemed  to  iiave  escaped  better 
than  most  of  those  they  had  met  with ;  and  a 
barricade  drawn  across  the  end  of  the  little 
Street  showed  that  it  had  been  prepared  foe 
defence  by  one  or  other  oi  the  contending 
parties.  A  number  of  the  peasantry,  armed 
with  heavy  arquebusses,  presented  themselves 
to  the  eyes  of  Algernon  Grey  just  within  the 
barricade ;  and  a  loud  call  to  halt  and  keep  oif 
WIS  almost  instantly  followed  by  two  or  three 
unceremonious  shots,  which,  luckily,  did  not 
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tak#  efieet  Bidding  hb  mm  retire  a  little, 
the  youBg  Eoglkhnuui  rode  oa  aiooet  and  wmm 
mi&red  to  approech  the  barrier;  but,  though 
he  epoke  to  the  peasants  ia  Gensao,  ''^BB^ 
shelter  and  repose  for  at  least  a  few  hoars,  ia^ 
feretgn  accent  created  suspicion ;  and,  with  a 
sagacious  shake  of  the  head,  the  leader  oi  the 
peasantry  told  him  that  they  knew  better. 

**\Vell,  nay  brave  uiaii,"  answered  Algeraoa 
Oiey,  *'yoa  seem  to  be  frightened  by  a  wy 
small  number;  i  have  not  thirty  men  with  me  in 
all ;  and,  if  I  weie  an  enemy,  it  would  be  mack 
more  dangerous  for  me  to  trust  myself  within 
your  place  than  for  you  to  let  me  in ;  howetert 
if  I  must  ride  on  to  Heidelberg  with  weary  men 
and  hones,  it  cannot  be  helped;  bat  yon  aie 
not  serving  your  Prince,  1  can  tell  you;  for  1 
Am  one  of  the  King's  officers,  and  was  with  ham 
in  Prague*" 

Heidelberg said  the  peasant;  I  donbt 
that  you  will  get  in.  Wiiom  do  yon  want  in 
Heidelberg?" 

"  Either  Colonel  Herbert  or  the  Baron  of 
OberiUruut/*  answered  the  young  Englishoian. 
The  Baron  of  Obemtrantl"  said  the  good 
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mhUf  eyeing  the  other  from  head  to  iooL ;  *'  you 
may  find  him  without  going  to  Heidelberg — 
perhaps  sooner  than  you  like^  if  you  be  what  I 
think/' 

"  Whatever  you  may  think,"  answered  Ai*^er- 
non  Grey,  ^'I  cannot  find  him  sooner  than  I 
should  Uke/' 

*'WeII»  then,  T  will  send  for  some  one  to 
show  you  where  he  is/'  replied  the  peasant* 
**  It  is  not  fur  j  and  he  has  two  hundred  good 
Reiters  with  him."  Thus  sayings  he  turned  to 
the  people  who  surrounded  him,  unci  whispered 
a  word  or  two  to  a  light,  active  lad*  The 
latter  instantly  laid  dowii  his  arquebuse,  and 
ran  full  speed  up  the  village. 

"  The  Baron  is  iu  the  place,  my  good  friend/' 
said  Algernon  Grey  at  once.  **  I  understand  it 
all ;  so  you  can  have  no  objection  to  open  your 
barrier  and  let  me  in  alone  to  speak  with  him.*' 

But  the  worthy  peasant  was  a  very  cautious 
man ;  and  he  would  not  venture  'even  upon  so 
safe  a  step  till,  in  about  five  minutes,  Ubern- 
tiiiut  himself  was  seen  coming  down  the  street 
on  foot ;  the  next  moment  Algernon's  hand  was 
grasped  in  his.   The  men  were  brou^^tit  rftlo 

VOL.  III.  Q 


Digitized  by  Google 


226 


H£1D£LB£&G 


llie  village  and  obtaiaed  aome  acanty  laiicah* 

meat;  aiid  iu  the  mean  time,  while  night  fell 
mpidly,  the  two  gendemeii  walked  up  and 
down  before  the  church  in  eager  conversation. 
Algeroon  Gray  now  learned  that  Tilly,  lein- 
forced  by  a  large  detachment  froai  the  army  of 
the  Arohdoke,  had  been  for  the  last  three  daya 
drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  Heidelberg,  evi- 
dently with  the  intention  of  beaieging  that 
city. 

^'Ho  has  not  men  cnoogfa  to  invest  it  en- 
tirely/' said  Obemtraat;  ^  bnl»  alas  i  there  are 
too  few  in  the  plaee  to  defend  it  Imig  against 
the  iorce  he  has." 

^*Then  I  will  go  on  to-nigbt,**  answerod 
Algeroon  Grey ;  under  such  circumstances 
oveiy  am  is  something." 

^Your  men  may  indeed  give  aasialanos'* 
said  the  young  Baron ;  "  mine  are  only  accns- 
tomed  to  the  open  field  and  their  horses'  backs ; 
therefore  they  caa  be  ol  more  service  without 
than  within,  i  will  pve  yon  eaeorl,  however^ 
as  far  as  IVeuiiheim;  for  the  way  is  not  without 

dnng^." 

•*  \V  here  does  Tiliy  lie  V*  asked  Algernon 
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Grey.  ^  It  would  take  a  large  fime  to  close 

ali  coramunicatioa  with  the  town.*' 

The  last  news  showed  all  his  foot  at  Rohr* 
bach,"  answered  Oberntranty  and  his  horse 
scattered  about  by  Wieslocb,  Russloch,  and 
Wieblingea*  There  are  few  parties,  if  any,  on 
this  side  of  the  Neckar;  bat  they  cross  firom 
time  to  time,  especially  at  night;  so  that  it 
will  be  better  that  I  and  my  people  should  go 
with  yoa«  We  may,  perhaps,  gain  some  advaa«* 
tage  by  the  way." 

In  the  latter  expectation,  however,  Obem-  * 

traut  was  disappointed.  The  whole  foiees 
the  Ba?arian  general  remained  on  the  other 
uide  of  the  Neckar;  and  Algernon  and  Obem- 
traut,  with  their  several  forces^  reached  Neon- 
heim  without  seeing  any  human  beings,  except 
a  few  of  the  unfortunate  peasantry,  who  fled 
across  the  helds  as  soon  as  they  heard  the 
sound  of  horses*  feet. 

Furnished  with  the  pass-word^  Algernon  Grey 
presented  himself  at  the  gates  of  the  bridge, 
and  was  immediately  recognised  by  the  officer 
on  guard,  who  had  seen  him  before  at  Prague. 

The  news  spread  amongst  the  soldiery  of  a 
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rein  force  men  t  having  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
garriaoD;  the  word  passed  from  mootb  to  mooUi 
over  die  bridge  and  into  the  city.  Some  oi  the 
belaud  the  etodeots*  who  were  loiieriog^  aboot^ 
took  it  up ;  a  liUle  crowd  collected,  galheriog 
as  it  went,  and  accompaDied  the  Eoghab  party 
with  loud  cheers  to  the  gates  of  the  castle. 

The  flovmds  reached  Agnes  Herbert,  as  ahe  nl 
sad  and  lonely  in  het  owu  chamber;  and,  with 
the  piesentimeDt  of  love,  a  glow  aptead  aver 
her  cheek;  a  thrill  passed  through  her  v^hok 
frame;  and,  leaning  her  bead  npon  her  band, 
she  wept  under  the  struggle  oi  uope  and  feaiv 
Some  time  passed  by,  however;  and  every 
thing  remained  quiet  aod  sad;  for  Algernon 
Crrey  had  been,  in  the  first  instance,  led  to  the 
apartmenta  of  the  governor  Merven,  which  kj 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  castle.  Hope  gave  way 
to  apprehenaioo :  ^  I  have  deceived  mjaei^"  she 
thought;  ^it  is  not  he  I  The  place  wiU  be 
invested ;  and  he  will  not  be  able  to  tofot  his 
way  in;''  but  at  the  eud  of  half  an  hour,  there 
were  rapid  aleps  heard  coming  along  the  con»<' 
dor.     She  knew  her  fatlicr's  foot;  but  there 

was  another,  too^  the  tread  of  which  was  hardly 
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kss  familiar  to  her  ear.  Joy  overpowered  her 

more  iban  sorrow  had  ever  clone.  She  could 
not  riee— «he  could  not  move  from  her  chair ; 
but,  with  her  eyea  raised,  her  hands  clasped, 
her  bosom  heaving  with  the  quick,  short  breath 
of  expectation,  she  gazed  towards  the  door. 
The  next  moment  there  was  a  light  knock;  she 
had  hardly  strength  to  say,  Come  in  f  but, 
•wbelhei  lie  hcaid  the  woicU  or  not,  Herbert 
threw  it  open  and  drew  back  to  let  her  lover 
pass  m  fust. 

What  a  painful  thing  is  the  struggle  between 
the  natural  feelings  of  the  heart  and  the  con- 
ventional modes  of  life  1  Had  Agnes  given  way 
to  what  she  felt,  she  would  have  sprung  to 
Algernon's  arms  and  poured  forth  her  love 
upon  his  bosom  but  she  dared  not ;  and^  rising 
with  timid  grace,  her  cheek  flushed  with  emo- 
tion, and  eyes  in  which  the  tears  would 
scarcely  be  restramed,  she  glided  forward,  with 
her  fair  hand  extended. 

lie  took  it  aad  pressed  his  hands  upon  it 
warmly,  tenderly,  eagerly;  but  she  remarked 
at  once  that  there  was  a  melancholy  shade 

upon  his  brow^  a  look  of  sadness  in  bis  eyes. 
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What  conid  it  mean)  abe  asked  hereelf.  A 
letter,  received  ten  days  before,  breathed  no- 
thing but  hope  and  joyful  expectatkm;  it  had 
told  of  difficulties  overcome,  of  all  obstacles 
removed,  of  a  clear  conrse  towards  love,  and 
union,  and  happiness.  Whence  could  that  sad- 
ness proceed,  then  ?  It  must  arise  from  the 
dangerous  position  of  the  town;  from  the 
thoughts  of  the  approaching  biege ;  from  a  know- 
ledge of  the  weakness  of  the  garrison ;  from  the 
apprehension  of  danger  to  those  he  loved ;  frooa 
any  thing — any  thing,  Agnes  was  willing  to 
believe,  but  new  obstacles,  fresh  barriers  having 
risen  np  between  him  and  her.  Every  thing 
but  that  was  light  to  her.  Penis  she  feared 
not;  privations  she  was  ready  to  endnre;  but 
upon  the  thought  of  disappointed  love  she 
dared  not  suffer  her  mind  to  rest  even  for  a 
moment* 

No  time,  however,  was  given  for  explanation; 
for,  after  a  very  few  words  had  been  spokea, 
Herbert  took  iier  lover*s  arm,  saying,  "  There, 
my  dear  child,  I  was  resolved  that  you  should 
see  our  friend  safe  and  well ;  but  now  I  must 
go  to  visit  the  new  redoubt  I  am  throwing 
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up  behind  the  Alte  Schlosa;  for  it  matt  be 

earned  on  night  and  day ;  and  he  has  promised 
to  go  with  me/' 

Thus  sayingi  he  turned  to  the  door;  but 
Algernon  Ghney  lingered  yet  for  a  moment^  say- 
ings in  a  low  voice,  1  must  find  a  moment  to 
speak  with  you  alone  to-morrow^  dearest  Agnes. 
Matters  do  not  proceed  so  quici^ly  as  i  could 
wish^  but  all  will  go  well,  I  trust. 

The  door  closed  upon  them,  and  Agnes  Uer-* 
bert  sank  into  her  seat  again^  and  sadly  covered 
her  eyes  with  her  hand.  Obj  how  often  in  life 
is  the  long  looked- for  luoLueut  ot  joy  alloyed  by 

bitter  disappointment  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


232 


CHAPTER  XL 


Thb  wind  was  from  the  wesl,  the  grey  momiog 

dawning  calm^  and  somewhat  hazy.  Few  eyes 
uere  open  in  the  castle  of  Heidelberg,  except 
those  of  the  sentioek  on  the  walls ;  and 
amongst  those  who  slept  soundest^  strange  to 
say,  was  Algemoa  Grey.  He  was  wearied 
with  long  exertion  and  fatigue  ,  he  was  wearied 
with  aoxiety  and  thought;  he  was  wearied  with 
several  months* strife  between  hope  and  fear; 
and  now,  when  a  brief  period  oi  repose  had 
come,  when  there  seemed  a  paose  in  his  fate, 
when  no  exertion  on  his  part  could  advance  or 
retard  whatever  etrenu  Fate  had  in  store  for  the 
future,  he  slept  profoundly — for  many  hours 
dreamleasly — tiU,  towards  the  morning,  faint  and 
fleetmg  visions  of  Agnes  Herbert  in  danger  and 
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distress  crossed  his  miiid^  changing  like  the 

forms  of  clouds  borne  over  the  summer  sky. 
Suddeoly^somethingy  he  knew  not  what,  awoke 
him  from  his  sleep,  and  he  gazed  round  bewil- 
dered. For  aa  instant  he  knew  not  where  he 
was;  bttt  then  he  heard  a  faint  and  distant 
sound  like  that  of  a  slowly  beaten  drum,  and 
he  murmured,  Surely  that  is  the  noise  of  fire- 
arms.'* Starting  out  ui  bed,  he  flung  on  a 
loose  furred  dressing-gowo,  and  threw  open  the 
door  of  the  ante-room.  His  servants  were 
already  up ;  the  outer  door  was  open,  and  a 
man  was  looking  out. 

''What  is  that  noise,  Stephen  Graves?" 
exclaimed  the  young  Earl,  anxiously.  "  Run 
and  gain  intelligence.** 

*^  They  say  it  is  the  enemy,"  my  lord,  replied 
the  man,  ^  who  have  attacked  the  redoubt 
called  the  Ape's  Nest,  and  the  new  trench  you 
went  to  see  last  night.  Colonel  Herliert  has 
hurried  up  already ; — but  I  will  soon  get  farther 
news;*'  and  away  he  ran. 

It  was  tlic  fii.si  act  of  the  siege ;  and  Alger- 
non Grey,  while  he  armed  himself  in  haste,  felt 
that  strange  sort  of  impression  which  is  ever 
produced  by  the  commencement  of  any  great 
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and  decisive  transaction,  long  delayed  and  ex- 
pected, in  which  we  are  destined  to  bear  a  part. 
The  siege  of  Heidelberg  had  begun.  How  was 
it  to  end  ?  he  asked  himself.  What  might  be 
the  fate  of  himself  and  of  those  he  held  most 
dear,  before  the  final  scene  of  the  tragedy  then 
commencing?  But  although  deep  reflection  and 
strong  feeling  were  inherent  in  his  character, 
yet  energetic  activity  was  the  predominant 
quality  of  his  nature.  Thought  never  made 
him  pause  or  hesitate ;  and,  as  no  particular 
post  had  as  yet  been  assigned  to  him,  he  re- 
solved at  once  to  hasten  as  a  volunteer  to  the 
point  assailed,  and  render  the  best  service  in  his 
power. 

His  men  were  speedily  gathered  together, 
and  the  arms  of  the  soldiers  of  that  period  were 
caught  up  and  donned  ;  when,  just  as  they  were 
descending  to  the  court,  the  loud,  dull  boom  of  a 
piece  of  ordnance  was  heard,  and  a  cannon-ball 
striking  the  wall  above,  some  heavy  pieces  of 
stone  fell  down  across  the  windows. 

"  They  have  won  the  redoubt,  my  lord,"  said 
one  of  the  men,  pausing,  and  turning  round  to 
speak  to  Algernon  Grey. 

Never  mind,"  answered  the  young  noble- 
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man  ;  "it  can  be  won  back  attain.  Come  on  !" 
and,  passing  to  the  head  of  the  ttoop,  he  led 
tiiem  down  into  the  court,  and  through  what 
was  called  the  fore-yard  of  Louis  the  Fifth's 
palace,  by  a  paasage  which  led  by  the  side  of 
the  library-tuwer  to  the  upper  casemate,  and  to 
the  conduit-casemate ;  thence  through  the  kit* 
cben  gardens  and  the  pheasant  garden,  out  to 
the  mount-fort,  where  the  new  trench  com* 
menced*  As  they  went,  another  and  another 
cannoa-^iot  was  heard ;  but  the  balls  whistled 
high  over  their  heads  towards  the  castle  and  the 
town.  Several  soldiers  were  met  hurrying  back 
towards  the  ibrtress ;  and  two  of  them,  carrying 
m  their  arms  a  wounded  man,  paused,  both  to 
rest  themselves  for  an  instant,  and  to  tell  their  ad- 
vancing comrades  that  the  Ape's  Nest  and  the 
new  liench  had  just  been  carried  by  the  eiieiny. 

Algernon  Grey  made  no  long  halt,  however, 
but  hurried  on  to  the  southern  gorge,  or  entrance 
of  the  small  octagonal  fort,  where  he  found 
Ciolonel  Herbert  directing  a  furious  fire  from 
two  sniali  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  fifty 
arquebuses,  upon  the  trench  which  ran  towards 

the  half-finished  redoubt. 

"Ahi  my  noble  friend he  cried,  as  soon  as 
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be  saw  the  Earl ;  this  is  kind  help,  and  much 
needed.  They  have  attacked  us  sooner  than 
we  thought,  driven  out  the  masons  and  the  few 
soldiers  who  were  working  there ;  and,  worse 
than  all,  captured  all  the  beeves  which  the 
peasants  had  gathered  up  here  for  the  supply  of 
the  castle." 

"  Methinks  we  can  retake  the  trench  and  the 
redoubt/'  said  Algernon  Grey,  gazing  forth, 
and  shading  his  eyes  with  his  hand  from  the 
light  of  the  eastern  sun,  perhaps  even 
recapture  the  cattle ;  for  that  is  a  serious 
loss.  Cover  us  with  a  sharp  fire ;  and  I  will 
undertake  to  regain  the  works  with  my  own 
men,  provided  there  be  not  strong  reinforce- 
ments beyond  that  wood." 

"  None,  none,"  replied  Herbert ;  "  they  have 
not  three  companies  on  the  ground." 

"Upon  them,  then!"  cried  Algernon  Grey. 
"Stephen  Graves,  array  the  men  at  the  little 
stockade  below — quick!  for  they  are  coming 
along  the  trench.  Now,  my  gallant  friend,  let 
your  fire  be  directed  beyond  that  little  mound 
of  earth  in  the  trench  till  we  reach  it,  and  then 
cease.  You  can  send  out  a  party  to  support 
us,  if  you  see  need  and  have  men  enough.  If 
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yoQ  were  to  put  some  small  ball!i  into  that 
falconet^  aod  broaght  it  to  sweep  the  treocii, 
it  would  cover  «•  well.   Jam  them  down  eloaei 

or  you  will  burst  the  gua." 

Thus  saying,  the  ]roung  nobleman  ran  down 
to  his  men  below,  and,  ere  the  caiinoa  ho  had 
pointed  to  could  be  cbarged,  was  seen  issuing 
forth  with  his  men  into  the  trench.  The 
Spaniards  and  Bavarians  were  now  gathering 
femt  beyond  musket-shot  in  the  other  end| 
prepared  to  rush  forward  to  the  aituck  o( 
the  octagon  fort,  and  presented  a  firm  front 
across  the  trench,  jostling  man  against  man, 
witi)  their  arms  and  steel  caps  glittering  in  the 
sun.  Two  guns,  however,  besides  the  falconet, 
had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  treuch  trom 
above,  and  Herbert  himself,  ordering  the  can* 
noneers  to  pause,  aimed  the  latter  witii  a 
keen  and  experienced  eye,  and  then  adjusted 

one  oi  the  other  pieces  of  ordnance,  lla  had 
not  time  to  give  his  own  attention  to  the  third ; 
for  Algernon  Orey  put  his  men  into  the  charge; 
and,  with  sharp  pikes  lowered,  the  sturdy  Eng- 
lishmen rushed  on.  They  were  now  not  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  their  opponents ;  and  the  word 
to  meet  them  at  the  same  place  bad  been  given 


to  the  Bavarian  infantry,  wheo  the  report  of 
thice  guns  from  the  fort,  diaobaiged  npidly 

one  alter  the  other,  was  heard.  One  ball  tore 
through  the  dose  ranks  of  Tiily'a  aoldieca  like 
a  hurricane  throvgli  a  forest,  laying  a  number 
of  strong  men  iow  in  a  moment;  another  struck 
the  edge  of  the  trench  beside  them,  and  ooveied 
tiie  Bavarians  with  earth  and  rubbish ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  confusion  that  followed,  a 
shower  of  half-pound  shot^  fitted  for  what  was 
then  called  the  wall*petronel,  completed  the 
disarray.  Then  came  the  firm  charge  of  the 
£ngli&hj  and  in  a  minute  or  two  the  trench 
was  swept  from  end  to  end,  and  Algemmi  Gmy 
and  his  men  rushed  with  the  scattered  enemy 
into  the  redoubt  of  the  Ape's  Mest  wiuch  had 
been  taken  an  hour  before.  Mere*  however,  the 
struggle  becanie  more  iierce;  for  a  company  of 
Spanish  foot,  fresh  and  in  good  ordw,  advanced 
to  cover  the  flight  of  their  alhes;  the  Bava- 
rians rallied  behind  them^  and  for  a  few  minutes 
Algernon  with  thirty  men  had  to  cont^xi  with 
a  force  of  live  times  that  number.  The  Eng- 
lish, however,  had  the  impulse  of  attack  and 
success  with  them ;  the  half-completed  mounds 
of  the  redoubt  afforded  the  enemy  no  sheller; 
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the  first  shock  drove  the  Spaniards  back, 
though  still  io  fair  array ;  and  ere  they  could 
recover  their  ground  Herbert  himself  and  a 
party  of  Palatinate  troops  poured  in  and  com- 
pleted the  victory.^ 

Ill  lout  and  confusion  the  adversaries'  forces 
were  driTen  down  the  slopes  of  earth  which 
bad  been  thrown  up,  and  fresh  troops  arriving 
from  the  castle  and  the  fort,  the  pursuit  was 
contioiied  so  sharply  that  neither  Spaniards 
nor  Bavarians  had  time  to  rally.  Flying  in 
coofiisbD,  some  towards  the  Wol&well,  some 
towards  the  Konigstuhl,  a  number  were  slain  by 
those  who  followed  them,  and  at  a  little  distance, 
beyond  a  small  wood  which  was  then  called  the 
Cammerwald,  the  whole  drove  of  oxen,  which 
bad  been  earned  off  in  the  morning,  was  re* 
captured,  and  the  poor  herds  who  had  been 
made  prisoners  liberated. 

A  halt  of  the  Palatinate  troops  was  then 
ordered,  for  no  one  knew  where  the  chief  force 
of  Tilly  was  posted,  and  to  both  Herbert  and 
Algernon  Grey  it  seemed  impossible  to  con- 
ceive that  so  experienced  a  commander  would 
suffer  so  small  a  force  as  that  which  had 
attacked  the  redoubt,  to  advance  lar  without 
support 
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YoQ  go  back  with  the  men  to  the  fort/* 

said  the  young  nobleman  after  some  consulta- 
tion, "  I  will  proceed  with  a  small  party  to 
reconnoitre,  and  bring  you  intelligence  soon/' 

Algernon  Grey  sent  but  did  not  bring  m- 
telligence ;  for  with  efibrts  of  the  miod,  as  with 
those  of  the  body,  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
check  a  strong  impulse  at  once.  A  man  runs 

towards  a  particular  object ;  but  unless  some- 
thing arrests  his  progress,  he  is  sore  to  nm 
beyond  it.  Finding  no  large  body  of  the 
enemy  within  sight,  after  having  gone  more 
than  a  mile  in  the  direction  of  the  positioo 
Tilly  was  reported  to  occupy  the  night  l>efore, 
the  yoang  Englishman  was  led  on  to  recon- 
noitre further.  Guided  by  one  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  castle,  whom  Herbert  had  given  him  as 
a  companion,  and  followed  by  eight  or  ten 
men,  he  glided  through  the  woods  apon  the 
Konigstohl,  taking  advantage  of  every  rocky 
point  to  examine  accurately  the  ground  below ; 
and  not  even  satisfied  with  the  knovrtedge 
thus  obtained,  he  determined  to  descend  and 
approach  as  close  as  possible  to  Rohrbach  and 
Wiesloch,  where  the  enemy's  principal  ftice  of 
infantry  was  supposed  to  be  quartered. 
The  groandy  which  is  at  present  covered  with 
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*  viaefaidt  eUmbmg  halfway  up  the  hiU»  was  than 

shaded  with  thick  woods  ;  and  under  shelter 
id  their  braachas^  at  that  seasoa  in  full  leaf, 
the  young  Englishman  approaohed  to  within 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Rohrbach^  where 
the  orchards  and  plum  gardens  rested  upon 

the  verge  of  the  forest.  Pausing  on  a  small  spur 
of  the  hill,  which  the  guide  called  the  Badger'a- 
haunt— I  know  not  by  what  name  it  goes 
now-a-^ays — ^Algernon  Grey  leaned  against  one 
of  the  hxfg^  oaksy  and  gazed  down  below,  hear* 
iog  some  Toices  speaking,  evidently  not  far  off. 
Clouds  had  come  oyer  the  sun ;  and  for  a  moment 
he  could  not  discover  the  persons  who  were 
speaking ,  but  moving  a  little  to  one  side,  the 
glittering  of  a  steel  cap  caught  his  eyeS|  and 
the  white  bead-gear  of  a  country  girl.  Another 
alight  change  of  position  showed  him  a  Bava» 
rian  sentinel,  talking  with  a  young  woman  of 
the  Palatinate;  and,  to  say  truth,  making  some- 
what warmer  love  than  is  common  with  his 
countrymen  of  the  present  day.  Turning  round 
to  his  companions  with  a  smile,  he  very  hard- 
heartedly  proposed  to  carry  o&  the  poor  sentinel 
from  his  pleasant  relaxation,  in  order  to  obtaio, 
at  leisure,  whatever  information  he  could  all'ord. 
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So  gmt  difficulties  preaeoted  ihemselres  to  tiie 
vodcfftekiDg ;  for  the  man  bad  been  placed  to 

gnard  a  little  hollow  way  leading  up  into  tbe 
fpood,  and  bad  wandeied  a.  few  slepa  fiom  his 
post  ia  order  to  enjoy  the  coQTer&ation  of  his 
hist  fnmi  nnobaerved.  On  the  other  «de  was 
a  plnm-garden,  fenced  by  a  stone  wall,  wkh  a 
break  in  it;  and,  dividing  his  men  into  two 
parliesy  Algernon  Grey,  with  fear  oonspanioaa, 
glided  qtiietly  down  the  hollow  way  under  cover 
of  the  bank ;  while  the  other  party  orqit  on 
amidst  the  plom-trees,  till  they  reached  the 
fateak.  The  soldier  had  laid  down  his  arquebase 
for  a  moment  or  two;  and,  ere  he  eoiild  recover 
it,  whicii  lie  attempted  to  do^  at  the  first  sound  oT 
n  Ibot&U,  be  was  aeiaed ;  and»  with  a  pialot  at 
bis  head  and  an  mj  unction  to  keep  silence,  was 
draggled  np  into  the  woods. 

Witbont  panm^  to  question  him  at  tbe  tmie, 
lest  the  woman, who  had  been  left  behind,  should 
give  the  alarm^  the  yonng  Englishman  took  hts 
way  back  to  the  castle,  through  ditierent  p^im 
from  those  by  which  he  had  gone  forth ;  but  the 
whole  day  had  been  consumed  in  these  proceed- 
ings, and  the  sun  was  setting  when  he  reached 
the  small  fort  of  the  Ape's  Nest»  Herbert  was 
no  longer  there*   The  soldiers  in  the  redouht 
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declared  that  all  had  passed  quietly;  and  the 
reconnoitring  party  proceeded  m  the  twilight 
to  the  castle,  where  their  long  absence  had 
eatif^ed  some  oneasioess,  although  a  messenger 
had  been  sent  about  mid-Klay  to  say  that  no 
great  movement  could  be  observed  m  the  eueuiy's 
forces. 

The  examination  of  the  prisoner  took  place 
immediately ;  and  from  his  answers  it  was  found 
that,  according  to  a  general  report  in  Tilly's 
camp,  llie  siege  would  be  regularly  commenced 
on  the  following  day»  and  the  principal  point  of 
attack  would  be  the  Ape's  Nest,  and  the  high 
ground  around  it.  A  road  had  been  prepared, 
the  man  said,  for  transporting  the  artillery;  and 
several  large  pieces  of  ordnance  had  that  very 
day  been  carried  a  considerable  way  up  the 
mountain,  with  less  difficulty  than  had  been 
anticipated. 

Thus  went  by  the  first  day  after  Alpfernon 
Grey's  return  to  Heidelberg ;  and  in  the  whole 
course  thereof  not  more  than  an  hour  was 
pasi^ed  in  the  society  of  her  he  loved  :  nor  was 
that  without  drawback,  from  the  presence  of 
many  others,  as  they  sal  at  supper  ia  Colonel 
Herbert *s  tower. 

Ten  persona  were  aasemUed  round  the  table 
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at  a  late  hour,  comprising  Merven,  the  general 
governor  of  the  place,  and  the  principal  officers 
of  the  German,  English,  and  Dutch  troops. 
Though  Algernon  was  placed  next  to  Agnes,  with 
Merven  on  the  other  side,  but  a  few  words  could 
pass  between  them  unheard  by  all.  Algernon 
Grey,  however,  did  not  lose  the  opportunity, 
but  whispered  in  a  low  tone,  while  the  conver- 
sation was  going  on  loud  around,  **  Come  down 
hither,  dear  girl,  early  to-morrow,  ere  your 
father  goes  forth;  I  wish  to  speak  with  you 
both;  for,  in  the  dangers  which  are  approaching, 
there  should  be  no  doubt  on  any  part — nothing 
unexplained — no  hesitation,  no  fear." 

Agnes  merely  bowed  her  head  ;  for,  the 
moment  Algernon  concluded,  the  governor 
addressed  her  on  some  ordinary  subject,  and  all 
private  communication  between  her  and  her 
lover  was  over  for  the  night. 

At  eleven  o*clock  the  party  rose,  and  most  of 
the  guests  retired  ;  but  Merven,  ere  he  went, 
took  both  Herbert's  hands  frankly  in  his,  iky- 
ing, **  There  is  something  on  my  mind,  my 
noble  friend  ;  and  as  we  shall  all  soon  be  at  hard 
blows  with  the  enemy,  I  cannot  go  into  the 
strife  without  saying  it.  By  every  ris^ht  you 
should  have  the  command  here ;  and  I  am  sure 
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Horace  Vera  was  not  aware  that  you  had  made 

up  your  mind  to  stand  the  brunt  of  this  i»iege, 
after  hafiog  fought  so  well  ia  other  places^  or 
he  would  have  offered  it  to  you ;  but  let  us 
diYide  our  laboars  and  our  authority.  Take 
which  you  will  for  your  own  particular  post^ 
the  castle  or  the  town.  I  will  take  the  other, 
and  we  can  holdcooneil  together  upon  all  great 
afikirs.'* 

Herbert  turned  away  his  head  for  a  moment^ 

but  left  his  hand  in  Merven's;  and  then,  return- 
ing the  friendly  pressure,  he  said,  The  castle 
for  me*  It  has  been  my  dwelling  for  many  a 
year.  I  have  bestowed  much  paius  in  strength* 
ening  it.  It  has  become  a  sort  of  plaything  to 
me — a  pet^  a  iavourite,  and  I  would  faui  biuad 
by  it  while  it  stands,  or  perish  with  it." 

''So  be  ity  then/'  answered  the  other.  I 
will  defend  the  town,  and  have  no  thought 
of  letting  it  falL  No  gloomy  anticipations, 
Herbert.  We  will  try,  at  least,  to  rt^pel 
the  enemy,  and  doubt  not  we  shall  succeed, 
and  all  live  to  rcmembii  our  united  eHuils 
with  pride  and  satisfiiction." 

Herbert  shook  his  head  gravely,  though  it 
could  not  be  called  sadly.      it  is  all  in  God's 
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hand,  good  friend,"  he  said.  "  Death  never 
strikes  without  authority." 

"And  God  protects  the  right/*  answered 
Merveu  ;  **  so  we  will  not  doubt.  I  suppose, 
my  lord,  you  will  remain  in  the  castle  with  your 
men :  but  come  with  me  for  a  moment  to  my 
lodging  ere  you  go  to  bed. — I  have  some  news 
for  you  from  England,  brought  by  a  special 
messenger,  in  a  letter  to  Mannheim,  since  you 
left  our  native  land." 

Algernon  Grey's  eye  lightened  with  fresh 
hopes ;  for  love  had  wrought  a  change  in  him ; 
and,  whereas  he  had  long  given  way  to  despon- 
dency, the  tendency  of  his  mind  had  now  again 
become  hopeful.  As  soon  as  they  reached  the 
governor's  lodging,  Merven  put  a  letter  in  his 
hand,  signed  Horace  Vere,  and  pointed  to  a 
particular  passage,  '*Tell  the  Earl  of  Hilling- 
don,"  so  the  paragraph  ran,  "  that  I  have  news 
from  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  of  the  third  of 
this  month  :  he  states  that  there  is  good  hope 
for  the  Earl  in  his  cause.  The  new  favourite 
is  getting  out  of  favour,  has  absented  himself 
from  the  Royston  party  without  the  King's 
leave,  and  has  been  roughly  handled  in  dis- 
course.    These    advantages   improved  may 
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remedy  all  that  has  goae  amiss  in  the  Earl's 
case;  and  Buekingbam  declares  that  he  may 
trtist  to  bim  aod  the  Prince  iot  the  result.'* 

Soch  were  the  tidings  which  sent  Algernon 
Grey  to  rest  with  a  heart  somewhat  relieved ; 
but  still  many  an  anxious  apprehension  crossed 
his  tnind^  mid  kept  him  wukiug  lor  more  than 
an  hour. 

He  resolved,  however,  to  lose  no  time  in  com^* 
municating  to  Colonel  Herbert  the  exact  posi* 
tion  in  which  he  stood.  To  Agnes's  uncle  he 
might  not  have  felt  himself  bound  by  the  same 
rules  which  affected  him  towards  her  father; 
but  he  clctermiiicd,  uhulcvci"  uiiulu  be  the 
lesttlty  he  would  not  keep  the  parent  of  her 
be  k>ved  in  ignorance  of  his  painful  situa** 
tion. 

All  such  resolutions— indeed,  all  human  re* 

soluliuus — are  the  sport  oi  circumstances ;  and, 
in  the  present  case^  he  could  not  perform  that 
which  he  had  determined  to  do.  Early  on  the 
following  mornmg,  he  knocked  at  the  door  of 
the  English  oiBcer's  saloon.  It  was  the  sweet 
voice  of  Agnes  that  bade  him  enter ;  and  her  hr^st 
intelligence  was  that  her  father  had  already  gon 
forth  to  the  outworks. 

I  told  him/'  she  said,  "  that  you  wished  to 
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see  him,  that  yoo  had  aomethiog  to  comam* 
ntcate  to  him  of  nnpoftaiieo:  nay,  that  it  re- 

ferred  to  me  and  my  happiness ;  but  he  would 
not  8tay«  Ho  lepiied,  that  the  defence  of  the 
place  \¥as  the  first  thing  to  be  thought  of ;  that 
he  did  not  wish  his  mind  to  be  diatraeted  bam 
bis  task  by  any  other  considerations ;  that  he 
trusted  entirely  to  my  own  judgment  and  ieei- 
ings ;  and  that,  whatever  I  promised  he  wooU 
eonfirm*  I  think  he  mistook  the  nature  of 
the  oommunicatioii  you  had  to  make,  Al* 

gernon  ;  that  he  thought  it  simply  a  matter  ot 
ibrm ;  but  yet  I  could  not  make  up  my  naiad  to 
press  it  upon  him ;  for  when  exdtod  by  aaeh 
events  as  are  now  taking  place,  he  is  impatient 
ef  any  oppodtieDt  and  gives  his  whole  heut 
and  soul  entirely  up  to  what  he  considers  to  be 
his  dnty  as  a  sddier.  Wiiatever  yon  have  Id 
tell,  I  do  think  it  will  be  better  to  reserve  it  till 
this  siege  is  over,  or  at  least  till  we  are  com* 
pelied  by  other  einmrnstancm** 

**  First  hear  what  it  is/'  r^)iied  Algernon 
Oiey,  ^  and  then  judge;  for  I  must  not  have 
him  say  at  a  future  period,  that  I  acted  dis- 
honourably by  him;"  and  he  proceeded  to 
relate  all  the  events  that  had  occurred  to  biai 
while  absent  in  England.  He  showed  her  that  he 
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hmd  fonnally  applied  for  the  nitllificatioii  of  the 

marriage^  to  which  he  had  been  a  hardly  conscious 
party  in  bis  boyhood ;  that  no  opposition  bad 
been  made,  but  that  a  similar  petition  had  been 
addressed  to  the  courts  by  the  Lady  Catherine 
herself ;  that,  after  some  diffieoltiesy  all  obstacles 
had  been  swept  away ;  aud  that  iiolhuig  had  been 
rsqaired  bnt  bis  oath,  corroborated  by  other 

testimony,  that  he  had  not  seen  the  lady  since 
•be  was  nine  years  old;  that  having  gone  to 
England  to  prove  the  fact,  the  judges  appointed 
*  bad  come  to  a  unanimous  decision ;  and  that  bis 
expectations  and  hopes  were  raised  to  the 
highest  pitch,  when  suddenly  the  King  had 
iaterferedt  and  forbidden  the  sentence  from 
being  promulgated. .  The  causes  winch  were 
■opposed  to  ha?e  led  to  this  tyrannical  conduct 
on  the  part  of  James,  he  could  not  fully  detail 
to  ears  so  pure  as  those  which  heard  him ;  but 
he  hinted  that  a  new  jaTonrite  of  the  monarch's 
had  been  the  moving  cause,  from  tome  base 
motives  of  his  own ;  and  that  he  had  good  hope 
of  this  new  and  painful  obstacle  being  speedily 
lemoved. 

Agnes  listened  attentively,  in  deep,  tad 
thought.  She  asked  no  questions^  for  she 
ieared  that  if  the  did,  the  bitter  ditappotntmeiil 
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which  she  fdt  would  show  itself  too  phinly. 
When  he  had  done,  however,  after  a  short 
pause,  to  assure  herself  of  her  seif-eomiDtiid» 
she  replied, — "I  think  still,  Algernon,  it  will 
be  better  not  to  press  the  object  upoa  hiou 
He  cannot  say  that  you  have  deceived  hiin» 
when  you  have  sought  to  tell  him  all,  and  be 
himself  has  declined  to  hear ;  and  I  know  that 
such  tidings,  and  the  doubts  they  would  inspire 
of  my  fate  and  happiness,  would  agitate  and. 
disturb  him  terribly." 

''There  is  another  course,  dear  Agnes,'' 
answered  ber  lover,  and  that  I  will  take.  I 
will  write  the  whole  facts  down,  and  give  the 
paper  to  him.  He  can  read  it  or  not,  if  he 
likes ;  but  I  must  not  fail  on  any  point  where 
you,  dear  girl,  are  concerned.  I  will  go  and  do 
it  directly,  and  take  the  very  first  moment  of 
putting  the  statement  in  bis  bands*** 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  Agnes  gave  way  to 
tears ;  but  they  lasted  not  long,  and  her  mind 
became  more  calm  afterwards.  On  his  part 
Algernon  Grey  hastened  back  to  his  own  cham- 
ber and  wrote,  as  he  had  proposed,  stating  the 
facts  simply  and  straightforwaidly,and  pmnting 
out  that  the  decision  of  the  judges  being 
nnanimoQs  and  open  record,  thoogh  not  pub- 
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lislied,  the  marriage  must,  sooner  or  later,  be 
declared  null.  He  then  folded  up  the  paper, 
sealed  it*  and  harried  forth  towards  the  out* 
works  in  search  of  Herbert*  He  met  him  ere 
he  had  gone  a  hundred  yardsi  and  the  good  old 
soldier  grasped  hiai  IVatikiy  by  the  hand^  say- 
ings with  a  gay  air,  I  ran  away  from  yon  this 
morning,  my  good  friend.  Agnes  told  me  you 
wished  to  talk  with  me ;  but  1  knew  the  subject 
wss  love ;  and  I  will  have  nought  upon  my  mind, 
during  this  siege,  but  fighting.  I  trust  luliy  to 
her  and  to  you,  my  noble  friend ;  and,  as  you 
cannot  be  married  till  all  this  business  is  over, 
we  can  talk  of  it  hereafter^  if  we  both  surrive. 
If  I  die,  yon  must  supply  my  place  to  her  under 
another  name — is  it  not  so?" 

I  will,''  answered  Algernon,  pressing  his 
band  in  his ;  and  Herbert  continued  with  a 
graver  air,  If  you  fall,  Agnes*s  heart— and  I 
know  it  well — will  be  a  widowed  one,  and  re- 
main SO  to  her  grave.  This  is  all  that  is  need- 
fol  to  say  for  the  present/* 

Nay,''  answered  Algernon  Grey,  *^  though 
I  would  not  press  the  subject  upon  you,  as  you 
dislike  it,  yet  1  must  not  leave  you  without 
information  on  any  point  when  you  choose  to 
seek  it.  I  have  written  down  some  facts  which^ 
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I  belim,  you  ought  to  know,  in  this  ptcka(L 

Take  it  and  read  it  when  you  are  disposed  and 
have  leisure.    I  would  never  have  you  suppose, 
my  gallant  friend^  that  I  do  not  doal  frankly 
with  you  iu  all  thiogs/* 
^  I  noTor  will/'  answered  Herbert,  taking  the 

letter  and  gaziug  at  it  with  a  smile,—*'  1  vviil 
pat  this  safely  by,  where  it  wiU  rest  undisturbed 
fcr  a  month  to  come,  if  this  Bavarian  do  aol 
press  his  operations  more  speedily  than  he  is 
doing  at  present.  No  fresh  attaek  lias  been 
made ;  we  have  finished  the  redoubt  and  plaiued 
some  guns  there ;  but  there  are  defects  in  tbe 
whole  position  both  of  castle  and  town^  which  I 
only  hope  he  is  not  wise  enough  to  understand. 
Hark !  there  is  a  trumpet  blowing  at  the  gate^ 
a  summons,  I  suppose ;  let  us  go  and  see.'' 
It  was  not  exactly  as  he  supposed;  for 

Tilly's  envoy,  on  being  admitted  to  tlic  pre- 
sence of  Merren  and  Herbert,  did  not  for- 
mally demand  the  surrender  of  the  place*  Tbe 
import  of  the  message  was,  that  the  Bavarian 
general  desired  to  confer  with  the  gofenior  of 
Heidelberg  at  any  place  which  he  would  ap- 
point; a  truce  being  agreed  upon  for  the  time* 
A  resolute  answer  was  returned,  to  the  effect 
that  such  a  proposal  was  inadmissible  and 
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ihfit  any  farther  commuiiication  that  might  be 
required,  must  take  place  with  Sir  Horace 
Vere,  general-in-chief  of  the  Palatiue  forcea* 

Scarcely  had  the  trumpeter  and  the  two 
comnuesioners^  by  whom  he  was  accompanied, 
retired y  when  a  sharp  cannonade  was  heard 
from  the  north-east;  and  when  Herbert  and  bia 
companion  hastened  to  the  pheasant  garden* 
they  found  that  the  newly  constructed  redoubt 
waa  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  that  the 
iotce  by  which  the  attacking  party  was  sup- 
ported left  not  the  most  remote  chance  of 
leoovering  the  position  lost*  Saeh  was  the  first 
event  of  importance  m  the  siege  oi  Ueideiberg. 
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Tub  cannon  Uiundered  iiom  the  Geisberg ;  and 
thick  aod  fast  the .  cannon^balU  fell  ioto  the 
town  and  castle;  bat  the  distance  was  great, 
the  science  of  projectiles  little  known ;  and  for 
several  days  the  damage  done  was  of  no  great 
importance.  iNearer  and  nearer,  however,  the 
Bavarian  general  pushed  his  approaches ;  aod 
almost  liouily  liews  reached  the  city  of  fresh 
reinforcements  having  arrived  in  the  enemy's 
camp,  of  some  other  point  being  assailed,  or 
some  other  gate  blockaded.  No  advantage* 
however,  was  gained  against  the  place  without 
a  fierce  and  resolute  contest*  No  sooner  was  a 
trench  dug,  than  the  foe  were  driven  from  it ;  no 
sooner  was  a  fresh  battery  constructed,  than 
a  fierce  and  vigorous  assault  was  made  to  wiast 
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it  from  the  hands  of  the  enemies.   Still,  how-* 

ever,  tbey  advanced  slowly  but  steadfastly.  If 
they  were  driven  back  defeated  one  day,  they 
gained  somewhat  inore  than  tbey  had  lost  the 
next;  and  with  fresh  troops  conttnnally  pour* 
ing  upon  the  spot  assailed,  they  carried  on 
the  strife  unceasingly;  while  the  garrison  of 
Heidelberg  were  too  few  in  number  to  oppose 
anything  like  an  eiiectual  resistance ;  aud 
retired  every  night  utterly  exhausted  by  the 
Icibours  of  the  dav. 

Wherever  the  struggle  was  the  most  severe^ 
there  were  Colonel  Herbert  and  Algernon  Grey ; 
wherever  the  fire  was  the  hottest^  and  the 
danger  most  imminent,  there  they  were  found 
in  the  midst  The  contidence  of  the  soldiery 
was  unbounded  in  those  two  commanderB, 
especially  in  the  former,  who,  leading,  en- 
couragiugi  directing,  inspired  them  by  his 
example,  and  guided  them  by  bis  experience; 
and  although  tliey  saw  that  the  Bavarian  army 
daily  made  some  progress^  yet  tbey  easily  per- 
ceived that,  if  the  resistance  was  carried  on 
with  such  vigour^  months  must  pass  before  the 
town  could  be  reduced  ;  and  the  never  silent 
voice  of  hope  assured  them,  that  ere  then 
succour  would  arrive. 
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On  the  nineteenth  of  August,  under  a  tremen* 
dous  fire  of  all  kinds  of  missiles,  an  assault  was 
made  on  the  Trutzkaiser,  one  of  the  principal 
defences  of  the  town ;  and  for  nearly  an  hoar 
and  a  half  one  storming  party  after  another 
poured  on  relieving  each  other;  hot  each  was 
met  and  driven  back  with  a  decree  of  visrour 
and  determination  which  the  Bavarian  general 
had  not  been  led  to  expect  from  the  terror  and 
consternation  which  he  knew  his  first  approach 
had  spread  through  the  town.  The  citizens 
aided  the  soldiers ;  the  soldiers  encouraged  the 
citizens;  and  not  only  were  the  assailants 
repulsed,  but  followed  far  beyond  the  defences, 
and  many  of  them  slaughtered  between  the 
walls  and  the  main  body  of  the  Bavarian  army. 

Habit  is  a  marvellous  thing,  familiarizing  us 
with  all  that  is  most  dreadful  and  abhorrent 
to  our  nature.  At  first  the  fall  of  each  cannon- 
ball  in  the  streets  of  the  town,  the  destruction 
of  a  chimney^  the  carrying  away  of  a  buttress, 
spread  a  thrill  of  terror  through  the  whole 
place.  The  inhabitants  covered  over  the  narrow 
streets  with  largre  sheets  of  linen  to  hide  them- 
selves  from  the  eyes  which  they  imagined  were 
directing  the  messengers  of  death  towards  every 
one  who  was  seen  walking  in  the  town.  The 
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&U  of  the  place  was  looked  upon  as  inevitable ; 
and  ituuiyof  the  burghers  cursed  iu  iheir  hearts 
tlie  garrtaoD,  whose  resistance  exposed  them 
to  a  siege.  There  were  others,  however,  uiid 
indeed  tlie  major  part  of  those  who  had  remained 
in  the  town,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  were 
of  a  hraier  quahty ;  and  the  spirit  which  ani* 
mated  them»  spread  to  almost  all  the  rest,  as 
Hmn  as  habit  had  rendered  the  ears  of  the 
townspeople  familiar  with  the  roar  of  the 
artillery.  The  death  of  a  citizen  by  a  shot 
from  above^  then  began  to  be  spoken  of  as  an 
«of€irtunate  accident;  and  the  man,  who  some 
tlays  before  would  have  run  half  a  mile  at  the 
report  of  a  cannon»  only  jumped  a  little  on  one 
side  to  avoid  the  iaUing  stone- work,  when  a 
ball  struck  one  of  the  buildings  of  the  city 
close  to  him. 

One  person  in  the  beleaguered  place,  however^ 
could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  dangers  of  that 
siege.  Persoaai  fears  she  had  none ;  she  went 
Wit  into  the  town ;  she  visited  the  wounded 

and  the  sick  in  the  hospitals* ;  she  passed  along 
Uie  most  exposed  streets  and  the  paths  under  the 
uaaiediate  fire  of  the  enemy;  she  comforted  and 
supported  the  timid  ^  she  encouraged  the  resolute 
and  strong4iearted ;  she  spoke  of  resistance 
VOL.  III.  a 
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death,  and  loyalty  that  kuew  no  ternQinatioo 
but  the  grave.  Wherever  she  came,  her  pre- 
sence, to  the  hardy  man  or  the  frightened 
woman,  was  as  that  of  a  strengthening  angel; 
and  men  turned  to  ask,  Who  would  have 
thought  that  fair  Mistress  Agnes  Herbert,  so 
gay,  so  gentle,  and  so  tender,  would  ever  have 
shown  such  courage  and  resolution  V* 

But  in  the  solitude  of  her  own  chamber  the 
heart  of  Ag:nes  sank  at  the  thunder  of  the 
cannonade,  when  she  thought  of  those  so  dear  to 
her  exposed  to  hourly  peril ;  and  when  a  group 
of  men  were  seen  bearing  a  wounded  or  dying 
comrade  from  the  quarter  where  her  father 
or  her  lover  were  engaged,  a  feeling  of  sick- 
ening apprehension  would  come  over  her ;  and 
oflen  with  faint  steps  she  would  hurry  forth  to 
see  the  face  of  the  dying  man.  Then  she 
would  reproach  herself  for  weakness,  resolving, 
for  the  future,  not  to  anticipate  the  evil  day ; 
and  would  prepare  to  cheer  with  bright  smiles 
the  return  of  weary  friends,  when  the  combat 
and  the  watch  were  over. 

They  needed  all  that  could  be  done,  indeed, 
to  keep  up  their  spirits  in  the  contest  that  was 
going  on ;  for  day  by  day,  and  hour  by  hour, 
notwithstanding  every  effort  of  the  garrison, 
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noUvithstanding  aa  amount  of  courage  un  the 
part'of  the  citizens  which  no  one  had  antici- 
pated, the  enemy  gained  ground.  To  Herbert 
it  was  a  bitter  disappointmeat  as  well  as  gnef; 
for,  calculating  with  the  experience  of  long 
years  of  war,  be  felt  sure,  that  when  Tilly 
commenced  the  si^^  the  forces  of  the  Bara- 

rian  general  were  inadequalc  to  the  task  he 
had  undertaken^  and  that  Ueidelbei^g  could 
hold  out  for  months,  if  it  were  defended  as  he 
was  resolred  it  should  be*  But  two  or  three 
days  after  the  siege  commenced^  fresh  bodies  of 
troops  appeared  iu  quarters  where  they  had 
not  been  expected ;  a  greater  number  of  pieces 

of  Iicavy  ordnance  than  had  beeu  in  the  im- 
perial camp  on  the  fourteenth  of  Augusti  opened 
their  fire  on  the  town  and  castle  on  the  nine- 
teenth ;  and  the  report  became  rife,  that  the 
general  of  the  besieging  army  had  been  rein- 
forced by  ten  thousand  men  from  the  forces  of 
the  Archduke.  The  English  officer  became 
moody  and  desponding;  and,  though  in  the  hour 
of  danger  and  of  combat  he  was  full  of  fire  and 
energy,  611ing  the^soldiers  by  bis  very  look  with 
courage  and  determination  like  his  own,  yet» 
when  he  returned  to  his  lodging  in  the  castle,  he 
would  fall  into  long  fits  of  silence,  gaze  upon  the 
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ground  with  a  gioooiy  eye,  or  pore  over  a  plan 
of  the  defences,  and  sadly  sliake  his  head. 

The  operations  of  the  siege  were  at  first  con- 
fined to  the  left  bank  of  the  Neckar;  and  the 
communication  between  the  town  and  country 
on  the  right  bank  by  the  road  over  the  covered 
bridge,  was  unimpeded,  except  by  occasional 
parties  of  cayalry»  who  would  pillage  the  pea* 
santry,  bringing  in  provisions,  unless  protected 
by  a  strong  guard.  The  supply  of  the  city, 
however,  was  fiicilitated  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Baron  of  Oberntraut  and  his  small  force;  and 
his  very  name  had  become  so  terrible  to  the 
imperial  troops,  that  the  enemy's  caralry  woold 
withdraw  in  haste  at  the  very  first  news  of  bis 
approach.  Often,  indeed,  he  came  upon  them 
unaware  like  a  quick  thunderstorm  ;  and  almost 
daily  news  arrived  in  the  place  of  this  regiment 

of  Croats,  or  that  body  of  Cossacks,  having 
been  defeated  by  Oberntraut,  and  driven  over 
the  river  in  terror  and  coofosion.  He  him^ 
selfj  however,  never  appeared  within  the  walls 
till  one  evening  in  the  month  of  September. 
From  the  batteries  above  the  Pheasantrgarden 
a  tremendous  fire  was  kept  up  during  the 

greater  part  of  that  whole  day  upon  the  de- 
fences of  the  castle  and  the  town.   The  ele* 
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menu,  too,  seemed  to  fight  oa  behalf  of  the 
enemy.  One  of  the  most  awful  tempests  that 
a  land,  proiiiic  ia  storms,  had  ever  witnessed, 
swept  the  valley  of  the  Neckar.  Lightning 
and  hail  filled  the  air.  The  thunder  almost 
drowned  the  ^nnonade ;  and  about  four  o'clock, 
the  windy  which  had  been  rising  for  some 
time,  increased  to  a  hurricane.  Chimneys  were 
blown  down ;  bouses  were  unroofed ;  men  and 
women  were  killed  in  the  streets  by  the  falling 
masonry ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  tenor  and  con- 
iusion  which  this  awl'ai  phenomenon  created, 
tbe  fiayarian  commander  ordered  a  general 
assault  to  be  made  on  the  defences  of  the  town 
and  the  castle.  Merven,  about  two-thirdsof  the 
garrison,  and  a  laige  body  of  the  armed  citizens 
presented  themselves  to  defend  the  place,  from 
what  was  then  called  the  Spire's  gate,  to  a  spot 
where  the  walls  of  the  town  joined  those  of 
tbe  castle.  Herbert,  with  Algernon  Grey,  the 
Dutch  troops,  and  the  English  volunteers, 
together  with  two  hundred  Palatinate  infantry, 
undertook  to  repel  the  enemy  in  their  attempt 
to  storm  the  castle. 

The  cannonade  on  both  sides  was  tremen* 
dous,  as  the  imperial  troops  marched  steadily 
to  the  assault ;  and  from  the  top  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


262 


HEIDBLBERO 


round  tower  at  the  angle  of  the  great  case- 
mate, Colonel  Herbert  watched  their  approach, 
anxiously  calculating  to  what  point  their  efforts 
would  be  directed ;  while  several  inferior  offi- 
cers stood  beside  hira,  to  carry  his  orders  to 
Algernon  Grey  and  others  who  were  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in  the  outworks.  Sud- 
denly, as  he  stood  and  watched,  he  per- 
ceived the  fire  of  several  of  the  largest  of  the 
enemy's  guns  turned  in  the  direction  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  and,  as  it  seemed  to 
him,  upon  the  bridge  ;  but  from  the  spot  where 
he  stood,  he  could  not  discover  what  was  taking 
place  in  that  part  of  the  city.  After  a  moment's 
consideration,  he  pointed  with  his  hand  towards 
the  outworks  which  crossed  the  Pheasant- 
garden,  and  to  the  small  battery  on  the  mount 
at  the  angle,  which  commanded  the  trench  to- 
wards the  Ape*s  Nest  fort,  lost  in  the  early  part 
of  the  siege. 

•*  There  will  be  the  principal  attack,"  he 
said,  speaking  to  the  oflBcers  near  him.  Speed 
away,  Wormser,  to  the  troops  near  the  bath- 
house, and  order  them  to  detach  fifty  men  to 
reinforce  the  battery.  I  must  away  to  see  what 
IS  gomg  on  down  there ;  but  I  will  join  them  ia 
the  Pheasant-garden  in  a  few  minutes." 
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Yau  will  iee  beat  from  the  biock-hoose,  str^ 

by  the  Carmelite-wood,  where  the  English 
volunteers  are  posted,"  said  one  oi  the  officers 
who  had  marked  the  fire  directed  upon  the 
lower  part  of  the  town ;  1  dare  say  the  £arl 
can  tell  you  what  is  going  on." 

Herbert  xpado  no  la^ly,  but  hurried  away  as 
fast  as  he  could  gq,  seeing  two  more  guns 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  town,  towards  the 
river.  Hurrying  through  the  great  casemate, 
and  thence  across  the  gardens,  the  balls  fell 
thick  about  him  from  the  lesser  guus  of  ih^ 
Bavarian  batteriee.    £fery  moment  some  of 

the  fine  rare  trees,  collected  from  all  paiU  of 
the  world,  at  an  enormous  expense,  crashed 
under  the  shot»  or  611,  torn  asunder,  strewing 
the  ground  witii  fruits  and  dowers,  such  as 
Europe  seldom  saw.  The  vice  and  the  folly  of 
unnecessary  war  is  never,  perhaps,  more  strongly 
felt  than  when  its  destructive  efiects  are  seen 
amongst  all  the  fair  and  beautiful  objects  which 
the  peaceful  arts  have  gathered  or  produced* 
But  the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  Herbert  ml  * 
that  moment  were  those  of  the  warrior  alone : 
the  thoughtful  and  contemplatire  man,  which 
lie  had  appealed  Ui  caluier  days,  was  cast  away, 
and  the  lion  was  roused  within  him*  The  treetf 
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in  whose  shade  and  in  whose  appearance  he 
had  delighted,  he  now  cursed,  for  covering  in 
some  degree  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  be 
would  willingly  have  ordered  them  all  to  be 
swept  away. 

Turning  the  angle  of  the  Pheasant-garden, 
he  80on  reached  the  block-house,  where  Al- 
gernon Grey,  with  his  band  of  Englishmen, 
supported  by  a  company  of  Dutch  infantr}-, 
had  been  stationed,  as  soon  as  the  preparations 
for  an  assault  had  been  perceived ;  and  as  he 
reached  the  foot  of  the  mound,  the  young  Ear) 
came  down  to  meet  him,  asking,  Have  yoa 
seen  my  messenger  ?" 

**No,"  answered  Herbert,  quickly.  "What 
news  from  below  there  ? — they  seem  firing  upon 
the  bridge.*' 

"  The  wind  has  carried  off  the  roof,"  said 
Algernon  Grey,  "  and  there  is  a  great  firing 
near  the  gate  tower  on  the  other  side.  One 
cannot  well  see  what  is  taking  place  for 
the  smoke  and  the  tower ;  but  fresh  troops 
seem  coming  up  from  Neunheim  and  the 
plains.*' 

Herbert  set  his  teeth  hard,  but  made  no 
reply ;  and,  mounting  to  the  block-house,  he 
gazed  out,  holding  fast  by  an  iron  stancheou ; 
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Ibr,  on  tbat  high  ground,  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  stand  against  the  torce  of  the  hum- 
Miie.  After  a  moment's  oonsiderationi  he 
turned  to  bis  yuung  countryman,  saying  in  a 
low  voicei  There  is  no  one  there  we  can 
trast.  The  fellow  there  is  a  coward,  given  that 
post  because  we  thought  it  quite  secure  from 
attack.  You  will  not  be  wanted  here,  Alger* 
non.  Take  twenty  men  with  you,  and  run 
down  with  all  speed.   Assume  the  command 

at  once  i  if  he  resists,  blow  his  brains  oul; 
and  at  all  events  maintain  the  gate.  If  we 
loM  the  bridge,  they  will  not  be  long  oat  of 

the  town/* 

Without  a  word  the  young  nobleman  obeyed, 

hurried  down  by  the  shortest  paths  and  passed 
through  the  deserted  streets  of  the  town,  where 
no  human  beincj  was  to  be  seen  but  a  wounded 
soldier  crawling  slowly  bacic  from  the  walls, 
and  an  officer,  still  more  badly  hurt,  carried  in 
the  arms  of  three  or  four  hospital  men.  He 
neon  reached  the  Heidelberg  side  of  the  bridge, 
where  he  found  the  gates  open,  and  the  archway 
under  the  hither  tower  crowded  with  soldiery. 
From  the  other  side  of  the  Neckar,  upon  the 
bridge  and  the  farther  tower,  was  directed  a 
terrible  fire  from  a  considerable  body  of  Bava* 
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rian  infiEmiry  with  two  smtU  fHeees  of  cmom 

and  from  time  to  time  the  balls  from  the  batterj 
on  the  Geiftberg  passed  over  the  bridge  and 
dropped  into  the  stream,  without  doing  mntk 
damage^  except  to  one  of  the  nearer  piers  and 
the  houses  in  the  lower  town ;  for  it  wonU 

seem  that  the  Bavarian  oliiceis  above  were 
somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  position  of  tfaair 
own  men  on  the  right  bank  of  the  riw. 

Clear  the  way,''  oried  Algernon  Grey^ 
and,  in  Heaven's  name,  establish  some  ovderl 
There*  Lanzpri^de^  array  your  men  behind  the 
gates,  and  keep  ready  to  close  and  defend  theoi^ 
in  case  of  need.    Where  is  your  commander 

^*  God  knowi^"  answered  the  man,  with  a 
laugh ;  *^  we  have  not  seen  him  for  this  beei; 
And  Wasserstein  and  the  rest  over  there  are 
fighting  as  wdl  as  they  can  without  ciders.'' 

Well,  1  will  coQiuiand  them, '  answered 
Algernon  Grey ;  and,  advancing  at  the  bead  of 
his  men,  he  crossed  the  bridge  towards  the 
opposite  gate.  Just  in  the  nuddie  of  the  pasa* 
lige,  a  bullet  through  one  of  the  windows  of 
the  bridge  struck  his  corslet  and  glanced  oS^ 
wounding  a  man  behind ;  but  the  young  eail 

hurried  on  ;  and,  forcing  his  way  Uuough  the 

men  crowded  round  the  gate,  mounted  by  the 
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* 

Stone  stain  to  the  top  of  the  tower^  which  was 

crowded  by  gallant  fellows  returning  the  Ere  of 
the  enemy  from  every  window  and  loop-hole. 
One  man  in  particular,  a  burly-looking  German, 
holding  the  rank,  which  we  should  now  term 
sergeant,  stood  with  bis  whole  person  exposed 
at  the  largest  aperture,  whilst  two  young  lads 
behind  him  loaded  and  re-loaded  a  store  of 
arquebuses,  with  which  he  busied  himself  in 
picking  off  the  principal  assailants,  perfectly 
heedless  of  the  shot,  which  sometimes  passed 
through  the  window  dose  to  him,  sometimes 
stmek  upon  the  stone-work,  or  lodged  in  the 
wood  and  tiles  oi  the  conicai  roof  just  above. 

**  You  are  Wasserstein/'  said  Algernon  Grey, 
laying  his  hand  upon  his  shoulder.  I  know 
yon  by  your  gallantry— let  me  look  out,  for  a 
moment,  I  want  to  see  what  is  going  on/' 

Une  shot  more,  sir,  at  that  man  with  the 
green  plume,'*  replied  the  man,  who  instantly 
leoognised  him.  "  We  must  make  the  best 
fight  we  can ;  but  1  think  they  ate  bringing 
up  flesh  guns ;  at  least,  1  see  horses  there 
coming  at  a  great  pace*" 

Even  while  be  was  speaking  he  had  been 
taiuug  a  quiet  and  deliberate  aim;  and  the 
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next  instant  the  gua  went  off,  and  a  BamuA 
officer  fell. 

''There,  that  will  do/'  said  Wasserslda. 
Now,  sir, — but  don't  be  loog/* 

Algernon  Grey  advanced  to  the  window  and 
gazed  out.  The  next  instant  a  shot  grazed  liii 
fece,  shattered  a  part  of  bis  steel  cap^  and 
passed  off ;  but  he  did  not  move  an  incb#  and 
he  could  hear  the  man  behind  bias  namaw^ 

Ah  !  that  b  someLhing  hke." 

**  Good  news,  my  fnend,"  said  AlgemoB 
Grey :  **  that  is  Obemtraiit  coading  up  in  ihm 
rear.  I  know  his  cornet.  I  inmost  go  out  to 
meet  him«  You  had  better  come  down  md 
command  at  the  drawbridge  when  it  is  let  down 
for  me  to  pass." 

I  would  rather  go  with  yoo/*  said  the 
man. 

There  is  none  here  whom  I  can  tmst  bat 

you/*  said  Algernon  Grey,  laying  )m  iiand 
upon  his  arm»  Yon  most  slay  to  support  sm^ 
in  case  of  need." 

Well,  I  will,  then,"  answered  Wasssrslaitt. 

"  Fire  away,  my  men,  fire  away  I    Don't  gire 
them  a  moment  s  rest :  the  young  £ogiishfliaa 
is  going  oot  to  cat  their  throats.** 
Descending  to  the  gates,  Algernon  Gaqf 
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ttddreMed  a  few  words  to  his  men^  amyed 

them  mill  as  broad  a  front  as  the  space  would 
pemit*  and,  after  a  moment  or  two  spent  in 
preparation;  that  the  enemy  might  be  taken  by 
sarprisey  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  the 
dravvbrido:e  lowered,  in  an  instant.  With 
shortened  pikes,  and  shoulder  touching  shoulder^ 
the  English  band  rushed  across,  with  their  yoonfi^ 
leader  at  their  head,  while  erery  loop-iioleof  the 
tower  poured  forth  shot  upoD  the  enemy.  A 
number  of  Bavarian  soldiers,  with  long  planks 
to  form  a  sort  of  temporsry  bridge,  were  right 
in  the  way  ;  but  seeincf  what  seemed  to  be  a 
coosiderabie  body  of  tiie  garrison  rush  forth  to 
the  charge,  they  dropped  the  timber  and  ran 
back  upon  the  ranks,  which  were  covering  their 
Bppioadi,  and  threw  the  first  line  into  con- 
fusion. The  narrow  road  did  not  aduitt  of  a 
wide  ikont  to  either  party;  and»  assailed  im* 
petaously  by  the  Ens^lish  pikemen,  the  front 
line,  of  the  Bavarians  ga?e  way,  driving  the 
second  back  upon  those  behind.  A  number 
feU;  one  or  two  on  the  left  jumped  down  the 
bank  into  the  Neekar ;  and  confusion  and  die- 
4OTay  had  spread  panto  amongst  a  body  of 
several  hundred  men,  before  a  mere  handful  of 
assailants,  when  the  sharp  galloping  of  horse 
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was  heard  from  beyond  the  tora  of  the  road; 

and  shots,  and  cries,  and  words  of  command 
sounded  from  the  rear.  A  yoong  officer  of  the 
Bavarian  infantry  made  a  gallant  effort  to  rally 
hU  flying  soldiers,  but  it  was  in  vain;  and,  waving 
his  sword  in  the  air,  Algernon  Ghey  exclaimed. 
On  I  on !  gallant  hearts.  Oberntraut  is  upon 
their  rear.  Posh  on  for  that  gu*  We  most 
have  one  trophy  at  least." 

The  men  answered  with  a  ehsei,  and  the 
next  moment  the  cannon  was  in  their  hands. 
Up  the  slopes,  amongst  the  rocks  and  orehardt, 
down  by  the  stream,  up  to  their  middles  in 
water,  the  Bavarian  troops  fled  without  order; 
and  the  moment  after,  the  3fonng  Bail  coald 
see  the  Palatinate  horsemen  dashing  in  amongst 
them,  pursuing  wherever  the  ground  permitted 
it,  and  cutting  them  down  without  merey.  It 
was  a  wild^  strange,  horrible  scene ;  and  in  the 
midst  of  it  was  seen  Oberntraut  himeelf,  witbout 
any  of  the  defensive  armour  of  the  period,  but 
habited  merely  with  hat  and  ploase,  buff  eoat  of 
untanned  leather,  and  thick  gloves  and  riding- 
boots. 

''Oberntraut!  Oberntraut I'^  cried  Algeraen 
Qrey,  as  he  came  near;  but  Oberntraut  took 
BO  notice,  dealing  a  blow  here  and  tlieiw  with 
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bit  sword  at  the  heads  of  the  routed  Bavarians, 
and  riding  on  towards  the  bridge.  Yet  it  was 
dear  that  he  must  have  recognised  the  English 
party;  for  they  had  a  Bohemian  flag  with  them, 
they  wore  the  Palatinate  scarfs^  and  no  blow 
Was  struck  at  any  of  them,  although  the  rond 
was  so  narrow  that  the  yoaug  Earl  was  obliged 
to  halt  his  men,  and  give  them  a  different  forma* 
tion  round  the  captured  gun,  in  order  to  let  the 
eavalrj  pass. 

He  is  heated,  and  impatient  with  the  fight/* 
thought  Algernon  Orey;  and,  without  farther 
comment,  he  commanded  his  men  to  bring  the 
gun,  and  the  stores  of  ammunition  which  were 
with  ity  into  the  town,  and  returned  towards  the 
bridge,  knowing  that  there  was  scarcely  a  part 
of  the  defences  where  the  presence  of  every 
mati^  who  could  be  spared  from  other  points, 
was  not  necessary.  The  drawbridge  was  by 
this  time  down  aorain,  and  the  ^tes  open  ;  and, 
leaving  the  cannon  in  the  hands  of  Wasserstem, 
the  yoon^  Englishman  hurried  up  with  his  men 
towards  the  blockhouse,  where  he  had  been  first 
posted,  remarking  a  tremendous  (ire  from  the 
right  of  the  pheasant-garden,  and  a  dense 
smoke  rising  up  from  under  a  cavalier  of  late 
oonstroction,  still  farther  to  the  right*  As  he 
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approachetj,  the  com  pa  ratifC  quietness  of  every- 

of  the  Friewnberg,  showed  him  that  the  attsek 

had  been  made  in  the  quarter  of  the  cavaiier; 
and*  tmmai^  to  the  r^ht,  thioagh  the  oanodr 
viodiag  paths  aad  a«iu -completed  terra<^  €ii' 
SokMoo  de  Cams,  be  boqo  fbimd  hiMrlf  at  the 
entrance  of  the  pheasant-garden ,  and  had  a 
¥iew  of  the  otttarork  which  had  beeo  oae  of 
the  principal  potnta  assaSed.  The  fire  leend 
aOBewhat  to  haie  sUckeoed;  but  the  Paiaunate 
troops  wcve  dill  fanned  withiD  the  paiapet,  ui 
a  group  of  odioers  v^e^e  s^eii  slimding  nea.r  liie 
ecatieof  the  phtfafin,  ■inonti^  whoi  A^wnoa 
Grey  oo«M  icMik  the  figwre  of  HeriMrt,  mad, 
mnewbat  to  his  wipciw^  that  of  Obemtxaat 
alHk   Ucfbertfa  &ee  waa  timd  wmmf  book  the 
Barariaa  batteries,  and  ais  aiuiude  at  once 
made  the  jauag  Bagtiih^in  mf  to  hnml^ 
^The  enemy  ha^  been  repoised."   The  next 
nMMneatj  he  «iw  Oberotraat  shake  Cokmel  Her* 
fatrt  warmly  by  the  hand,  and  fcacund  the 
siqia  leading  to  tbe  path  immediatelj^  in  uaol» 
The  jomig  Banm  came  on  irith  a  hmwy  hmm, 

and  eyes  bent  down,  as  it  :a  de^p  ibouglti, 

ioaioely  ■crwing  to  jierceive  the  appmfihiag 
parly  mdi  Ike  Eari  al  its  htuL  A^enon 
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stopped  liim,  however,  aod  took  his  baad» 
wyingt  ^  What  u  the  aalter,  my  friend  1" 

Oberntraut  guz^d  in  his  face  gravely,  theo 
MiddeDly  returned  his  grasp,  replying,  There 
is  a  gff«at  deal  I  do  aot  vnderstand  ;  but  I  um 
sure  you  re  att  sure  yoa  are  ^  and  I 

faftva  said  sou*' 

Without  waiting  for  any  answer,  Oberntmut 
tamed  away  and  walked  down  the  hill;  and, 
murmuring  to  himself,  This  is  very  strangre/* 
the  young  earl  advanced  and  noiinied  the  steps 
to  the  top  of  the  eavalisr.  Thava  he  saw  the 
enemy  in  full  retreat,  carrying  with  tiieni, 
afpparsntly,  a  namber  of  killed  and  wonoded. 
Herbert  was  now  at  the  farther  side  of  the 
wvk;  bat,  tboagk  he  laaat  have  seen  the  young 
EngHshman  apfwoaeh,  he  did  not  turn  towards 
turn;  and,  when  Algernon  spoke^  his  reply, 
though  not  disoouiteons,  was  distant  and  cold. 

The  assault  hss  been  repeiied,  my  lord/ 
he  said;  ''and  will  not  be  renewed  to-night 
Nevertheless,  it  may  be  as  well  to  be  prepai  td  ; 
and,  therefoie»  1  wdi  beg  you  to  command  here 
in  my  aheencey  while  I  letuni  for  awhile  to  the 
castle,  wluther  I  aui  called  by  business,'' 

AlgeiBon  Grey  was  pained  and  surprieed; 
but  it  wus  not  a  moment  or  a  scene  in  wUifih 
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any  explanation  could  be  asked ;  and,  aayiiig 
merely,  "  Very  well,  I  will  do  so/'  he  turued  to 
examine  once  more  the  retieatiog  foroe  of  the 

eueaiy, 

Herbert,  in  the  meantime,  descended  into  the 

pheasant-j^arden  ;  and  quickening  his  pace,  as 
soon  as  he  was  under  cover  oi  the  trees,  he 
talked  in  the  most  direct  line  to  bis  own 
lodging  in  the  tower. 

On  opening  the  door  he  found  Afpies  watch- 
ing fur  his  return;  aud  her  face  lighted  up  witli 
joy,  as  soon  as  she  beheid  him ;  but  a  chnid 
came  over  it  the  next  instant  to  see  him 
turn  »lone,  which  had  seldom  happened  ot  iaie. 

**  Oh,  my  dear  father,'^  she  cried ;  I  am  gbd 
to  see  you  back  uninjured.  This  iias  been  a  ter- 
rible day,  —but  where  is  Algernon)  Is  he  bnitr 
aiul  here  her  voice  sunk  almost  to  a  whisper. 

**No,  my  child,"  answered  Herbert,  grately; 
he  is  safe  and  weD,  and  has  done  his  dercir 
gallantly;"  and,  putting  her  gently  aside,  he 
advanced  to  a  small  cabinet  on  the  other  side  of 
the  circular  room,  unlocked  a  drawer,  and  tCKjk 

out  a  sealed  letter,  which  he  instantly  broke 

open  and  commenced  reading.  Agnes  remarked 
that  his  hand  trembled,  which  she  had  never 
seen  in  ber  life  before.  When  he  had  done,  hr 
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eated  htmseir  and  leaned  his  head  apon  his 
hand  in  thought. 

AgneSy  my  love,**  he  said  at  length  ;  ''this 
place  is  no  place  for  you.  The  dan^^ers  are  too 
great,  the  scenes  are  too  terrible*  I  must  send 
vou  to  Louisa  Juliana  till  tiie  siecie  is  over." 

Oh»  no, no,"  cried  Agnes;  I  cannot,  I  will 
not  leave  you." 

''Hush!"  said  Herbert;  ''you  must  go; 
yoor  presence  here  unnerves  me.  I  will  send 
off  a  messenger  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
Electress  to  know  if  you  can  be  safe  with  her. 
lie  can  be  buck  in  two  daysj  and  then  you 
must  go.  Your  stay  here  and  all  the  risks, 
wouTd  drive  me  road." 

Agnes  bent  down  her  head  and  wept;  but 
Herbert's  determination  came  too  late.  Before 
the  following  evening  a  large  force  of  Imperial 
infantry  and  several  pieces  of  cannon  crossed 

the  Neckar  by  the  bud-c  at  Ludenburg,  and 
were  brought  round  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bridge.  The  town  was  thus  completely  invested ; 
and,  although  not  cut  oflT  from  all  communica- 
tion with  the  country  without,  the  obstacles 
which  presented  theuiselves  were  sucli  as  Her- 
bert would  not  willingly  expose  hw  daughter  to 
encounter. 

t2 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


On  an  evening  at  the  end  of  summer,  vkinle 
kftves  were  yel  greeo  and  skiet  y«t  fidl  of  sob* 
ahtne,  though  the  long  daylight  of  the  year'i 
prime  had  dimmisbed  somewhat  more  thaa  aa 
homt,  mad  daiknen  and  winter  were  stealing 
slowly  forward  in  the  distance,  a  small  bat 
handsome  reom,  nchly  fiumished  witk  e?erf- 
thing  that  the  taste  of  Uiat  day  could  display, 
with  exquisite  eamngs  of  oM  oak«  with  fine 
pfctnres,  with  velvet  hanging,  ay,  and  with 
green  shrubs  and  flowers  both  rare  and  beauti* 
fol,  showed  prepantions  for  a  sapper  party, 
which  two  persons  only  were  expected.  Tbe 
tabk  was  ananged  with  great  taste :  rieh  finsite 
in  a  silver  vase  formed  a  pyiaoiid  id  the  midst, 
and  two  or  three  dishes  of  the  most  beantilal 
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workmanship  presented  various  tempting  pieces 
of  confectionery  strewed  over,  in  qoainl  devices 
and  in  a  regular  pattern,  with  minute  flowers* 
On  the  right  of  the  priDcipal  table^  at  some 
little  distance,  was  a  carved  oak  buHet  covered 
with  crimson  Telvet,  just  seen  from  beneath  the 
edges  of  a  damask  napkin,  on  which  were 
arranged  some  large  silver  tankards  oi  beautiiui 
forms,  two  golden  goblets,  and  seyeral  tall 
glasses  glided  on  the  stem.  The  windows  of 
tJie  room  were  open,  but  shaded  with  trees  and 
flowering  shrubs,  and  a  green  soft  light  bpseiici 
through  the  interior,  as  the  rays  of  the  setting 
son  poured  through  the  veil  of  leayes.  That 
light  began  to  assume  a  purple  hue,  showmg 
that  the  orb  of  day  had  touched  the  verge  of 
the  horizon,  when  a  lady  entered  by  a  door 
from  the  gardens,  magnificently  habited  in  an 
evening  dress,  wilh  soiuewliat  niuic  dibplay  o( 
her  fair  person  than  the  general  habits  of  the 
English  people  rendered  decorous.  We  see  the 
same  mode  of  dress  in  the  pictures  of  Rubens^ 
especially  those  in  which  he  represents  the 
court  of  France  at  that  period ;  but  the  cos- 
tame  had  not  yet  become  general  in  Great 

Britain,  aiici,  to  English  minds,  the  dress  might 
have  been  higher,  the  wing-like  collar  more  close* 
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The  lady  closed  ihe  cioijr  and  locked  it; 
looked  eegcriy  loaiMi^  sdvaneed  to  tke  othir 
door,  and  did  the  same.  Then,  taking  a  saiall 
ml  Drom  Ibat  fair  boiooi,  and  a  plate  Irom  ihe 
laMe,  she  pooi«d  out  of  the  little  bottle  a  wUla 
powder  into  the  centre  of  the  piale.  There  waft 
m  Uule  vase  of  ailver  utanding  ntttv  filled  mill 
powdered  sugar,  and  from  it  &iie  took,  a  poruaa 
with  a  BBHill  silver  ladle,  then  nuagled  ibe  sugar 
and  the  white  powder  in  the  plate  intimately 
log^her»aBdspniikied  llie  oonfecUooery  tiit^y 
with  the  mixttne.  This  doee,  ahe  again  gaxed 
loaody  looked  out  uirough  both  the  wiadow% 
feplaced  the  little  vial  in  her  hfwowii,  and,  an- 
locking  either  door,  went  fordi  agaui. 

The  loooi  maained  vacant  ftm  half  an  hoar; 
twilight  Boceeedcd  to  broad  day,  and  nigbt  la 
twilight,  bot  soft  and  fair;  no  heayy  dirkacM^ 
bat  a  ^de  tranapaieat  ehade,  with  the  atat- 
iight  and  the  coming  raoon,  felt  tiioogi^  not 
seen  withm  the  chamber.  The  windows  le- 
maioed  open  j  the  soU  air  sighed  iu  through 
the  btaachea,  and  a  aoiitary  note  of  the  long* 
singing:  merle  was  heaad  cvaiy  nowaad  tlimi 
from  beneath  the  leaves. 

Saddenly  the  qaidi  hoofs  of  a  umaher  af 
horses  sounded  on  the  road  near,  then  stopped^ 
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^  and  voices  talkiag  gaiiy  io  the  house  succeeded. 
T^o  servants  entered  that  carefully  decked 
room,  and  lighted  the  caudles  in  the  lustres* 
A  moment  after,  a  man  in  a  white  cap  and  apron 
followed,  looked  over  the  whole  table^  and  iiioved 
«ome  of  the  flowers  upon  the  dishes ;  but  the 
cook  did  not  seem  to  remark  that  aught  had 
been  done  to  his  conlectiouery* 

*Ods  life,  there  are  more  of  them  coming^** 
he  cried,  addressing  the  other  two  servants,  as 
the  tramp  of  hones  was  again  heard,  I  wish 
they  would  keep  their  hungry  thioats  away* 
Bun  out,  Lloyd,  and  see  who  are  these  new 
ones/' 

The  room  was  left  vacant  again  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  then  the  door  was  thrown  open  by 
one  of  the  attendants.  The  lady  entered,  lean- 
i»g  somewhat  languishingly  on  the  arm  of  a  taU» 

handboine  young  man,  splendidly  dressed,  but 
yet  without  that  air  of  high  birth  and  courtly 
Imbils  which  were  eminently  conspicuous  in  hie 
fair  companion* 

A  alight  degree  of  paleness  spread  over  the 
hidy'^  iace  as  she  passed  the  threshold,  and  the 
deep  fringed  eyelids  dropped  OTer  the  laige 
black  eyes.  The  qentleaian  ^  look  was  upon 
hai  at  the  moment,  and  his  brow  somewhat 
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contracted;  his  countenance  assumed  an  ex- 
pression of  shrewd  and  bitter  meaning.  He 
said  nought,  bowerer;  and  the  hdy,  leeowing 
herself  in  a  moment,  turned  her  bead,  saying  to 
the  servant  behind,  ^  Let  the  men  wait— Cdl  the 
boy  I  will  see  him,  and  receive  his  lord's  ktter 
after  supper." 

**  Who  are  these  men  ?"  asked  the  gentlemaO| 

advancing  with  her  towards  the  table. 

^  The  page  of  the  Barl  of  Htllingdoo,  mj 
good  lord,"  she  rephed,  with  a  sarcastic  smiki 
seating  herself  in  the  nearest  ehair;  his  page 
and  a  servant,  bearing  a  letter  from  that  noble 
gentleman  to  poor  deserted  me.'' 

Nay,  not  mnch  deserted,"  cried  the  oAer, 
in  a  gallant  tone,  when  my  heart  and  so  many 
<»tberB  are  at  your  htW 

^  Hush  she  said  sharply,  though  in  a  low 
voice,   nothing  of  this  before  the  servaola.'* 

As  she  spoke  a  dish  was  biought  in,  and 
banded  first  to  her  guest ;  but  he  would  be  ex- 
tremely eonrteow  that  night,  and  ordered  it  to 
be  carried  to  her.  She  took  some  at  once,  and 
ate,  without  noticing  his  attention,  bat  tayng 
aloud  as  he  helped  lumseif,  I  am  but  a  poor 
bousekeeper,  my  good  lord,  and  an  sotiy  oqr 
noble  ancle  is  not  here  to  treat  you  better;  but 
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I  told  the  cook  to  do  his  best,  and  show  bis 

skill." 

Ob,  this  is  excellent replied  the  gentle 
man,  "and  will  make  up  for  my  bad  fare  yester- 
day at  Hertford*  where  everything  was  m  bitter 
methonght  I  was  poisoned.  The  taste  is  in  my 
mouth  still*'' 

"  Nay,  we  most  drive  it  thence  with  better 
things,"  said  the  lady.  **  I  vvouid  not  deny  my- 
self the  {Measure  of  receiving  youi  when  yon 
wrote  to  say  you  would  come,  though  my  uncle 
was  absent;  and  I  must  try  to  make  up  for 
your  disappointment  in  not  finding  him,  by 
giving  you  good  cheer — will  you  not  take 
wine?'' 

**  Let  us  driiik  fioiu  ihe  saiue  cup,'*  said  the 
gentleman,  with  a  soft  and  passionate  look,  not^ 
withstanding^  her  wamin^f,  the  wine  will  only 
taste  sweet  to  me,  if  your  lips  sip  it  too.'^ 

The  lady's  eye  flashed  suddenly,  and  her 
brow  grew  dark  ;  but  she  answered,  tossing  her 
|m>ud  head,  *^  I  drink  after  no  one,  my  lord* 
As  to  drinking  arun  me,  you  may  do  as  you 
please.— Give  me  .some  wine." 

^  Oh,  your  cop  will  render  the  wine  nectar  to 
me,"  said  the  guest,  while  the  attendant  to  whom 
she  had  spoken  poured  out  soma  wine  for  her 
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iuto  one  of  the  golden  gobieU.  Sbe  took  a  small 
portion,  and  then  told  the  man  to  give  it  to  her 

vi>3iiur,  saying,  with  a  iaugh  not  quite  natural. 
What  foolish  things  men  aie  T 

Tho  supper  proceeded ;  disU  after  dish  was 
brought  ioy  but  the  gentleman  would  taste  no- 
thing of  which  the  lady  had  not  partaken  befoie, 
till  his  conduct  became  somewhat  remarkable* 
Her  brow  grew  dark  as  night  for  an  instant,  but 
cleared  again;  and  all  that  remained  was  a 
bright  red  spot  apon  her  cheek* 

There  was  a  shght  rustling  sound  near  the 
open  window,  as  the  supper  drew  towards  Us 
conclosion,  and  the  lady  reaaarked,  ''The  wiad 
niethinks  is  rising/'  Twice  or  thrice  she  looked 
in  the  direction  of  the  window,  and  a  sort  of 
anxious  uncertain  expression  came  into  her  iaosw 
She  pressed  her  guest  to  drink  more  wtnoj  and 

he  did  so,  always  u-ing  the  same  cup  and  keep- 
ing it  by  him;  but  the  wine  at  length  seemed 
to  have  its  effect  His  Ace  flashed^  his  eyes 
sparkled,  bis  language  became  warm  and  pas- 
sionate*  somewbst  coarse  withal,  and  mingb9d 
with  u  bitterness^  especially  on  the  subject  of 
woman's  heart  and  mind,  which  was  little  leas 
than  insulting  in  a  lady's  presence. 
Uer  eye  fixed  upon  him  firmly,  slmui^  dear 
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and  bright  like  a  diftmoiidi  finom  under  the 

slightly  contracted  brow.  Tlie  red  spot  vanished 
from  her  cheek,  and  she  remaioed  deadly  pale* 
Why  gaze  you  at  me  ao  sternly ^  lovely  Kate?'' 
asked  her  guest. 

fiecause  I  think  you  do  not  yet  know  women 
rightly,"  answered  the  iudy  at  uuce  :  you 
will  learn  better  one  dayw~You  need  wait  no 
longer,"  she  continued,  turning  to  the  atten- 
dants ;  we  will  be  our  own  servants* — Now, 
my  good  lord,  to  end  your  supper,  taste  one  of 
these  tarts  of  Flemish  cream.  I  marked  well, 
when  last  you  were  here,  that  you  loved  them, 
and  1  liad  them  prepared  expressly  for  you," 

One  of  the  servants,  ere  he  went,  carried  the 
silver  dish  to  his  lady's  guest ;  b«t  the  gentle- 
man kept  to  his  rule.  "  Will  you  divide  one 
vrith  me,  bright  Kate?''  he  asked* 

"  Nay,"  she  answered,  glancing  her  eyes  for 
an  instant  to  the  window,  I  am  not  fond  of 
them." 

*^  Then  I  will  not  take  them  either,"  said  her 
▼ieitor.   ^'M^at  you  love  I  wilUove-Hvhat  you 

take  I  will  take/' 

>  The  lady  set  her  teeth  haid ;  then,  as  the 

servant  set  down  the  dish  and  withdrew,  she 
sudden^  stietched  out  her  hud  to  another  phtte 
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saymg  in  a  low  but  tit  in  voice,  and  with  a  bland 
Bmile,  Well  1  will  divide  one  of  these  lady- 
grace's,  as  they  call  them,  with  you." 

Tbat  is  kind,  lovely  Kate/'  cried  the  viti* 
tor,  drawing  bis  chair  nearer  to  her ;  ^  and  of 
al)  Indy's  grace  on  earth,  let  me  have  youra.'* 

The  lady  smiled  again  quite  sweellyy  parted 
the  sort  of  cbeese*cake  equally,  and  gave  hitu 
balf«  He  paused  an  instant,  and  she  bcgan» 
Then  he  ate,  saying,  "  This  is  excellent.** 

it  is  not  bad/'  she  answered,  continuing  to 
eat  the  cake^  and  keeping  her  eyes  fixed  npon 
bim. 

**  Now  that  I  have  my  lady's  giaoe/^-^be  oon- 

tinued,  drawing  nearer  blill,  and  endeavoufing 
to  put  his  arm  round  her.  But,  instantly,  she 
started  up  ¥nih  a  hdk  of  soom ;  and,  at  the 
same  moment,  William  Ifiord  sprang  m  at  the 
open  window. 

What  is  this,  my  lord  !  "  he  cried,  tnsnll* 
ing  my  sweet  cousin?  Upstart  and  villain  as 
you  are,  were  there  a  drop  oi  really  noble  bloixi 
in  your  Teine— " 

It  is  vain,  William !  it  is  vain said  the 
lady,  in  a  low  tone.  ^  You  have  come  too  kte^ 
I  have  eaten  too.^My  right  noble  lord,  you 
look  very  pale.    1  told  you  that  you  knew  not 
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W0ID«Q  rightly.  Y<m  know  them  aow~ai  mach 

as  e'er  you  will  kaow. — Heaven !  how  faiat  I 
feel  I — Bat  his  eyes  roll  in  his  head. — Stop  him 
from  the  door,  William. —You  are  sick,  my 
locdI~Wili  yon*  try  some  Flemish  cream,  or 
taste  more  of  your  lady's  grace? — Methinks 
you  have  had  eoough  for  once.''  * 

" I  was  warned!  I  was  warned  V*  murmured 
the  uahappy  mm,  R>Iding  by  the  table  for  su[}- 
port  T 

Ay  ;  but  not  warned  that  the  hate  of  a  heart 
Hke  mine  will  sacrifice  life  itself  for  vengeance/' 
answered  the  lady,  sinking  down  into  a  seat. 

I  will  have  veiigeaace^  too/'  said  the  guest, 
starting  up,  and  staggering  with  a  furious  effort 
towards  the  door.  But  WiUiam  Iftord  caui^ht 
him  by  the  breast,  and  threw  him  back.  He 
staggered — fell — rolled  for  a  momeut  or  two  in 
frightful  conralsions,  and  then,  with  a  scream 
like  that  of  a  sea«bird  in  a  storm,  gave  up  the 
ghost. 

William  Ifford  was  at  (hat  moment  by  the 

lady's  side.  Catherine !  Catherine  T'  he  cried, 
^'have  you  taken  much  1" 

She  made  no  answer  ;  some  quick  sharp 
shudders  passed  over  her  frame,  and  a  sort  of 
choking  sobbing  convulsed  her  throat  A 
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minate  after,  her  head  fell  back  upon  die  ciMir, 

and  then,  with  a  low  but  sharp  sounds  suok 
down  to  the  ground. 

Her  guilty  kinsman  gazed  from  the  one 
corpse  to  the  other  with  a  wild  and  hesitating 
look.  Bui  then  he  thought  be  heard  a 
It  was  the  sound  of  steps  and  voices  comiog 
near;  and,  leaping  ibrough  the  window,  he  dis- 
appeared. He  could  not  Yfkve  been  gone  fifty 
yards  when  the  door  of  the  room  was  burst 
open  in  haste,  and  the  attendants  of  the  hou^e 
flocked  in,  with  the  page  FriU  and  the  old  aer* 
vant  Tony  in  the  midst. 

**  Poisoned,  boy  ! — poisoned  ! "  cried  the  man 
named  Lloyd.  Heaven  and  eaitb !  it  is  loo 
true!'' 

'  All  paused  in  an  instant,  as  the  sight  which 

that  terrible  chamber  presented  lay  before  their 
eyes;  and,  for  some  moments,  not  a  word  was 
said,  while  one  gazed  over  the  shoulders  of 
another  at  the  two  corpses.  Then  all  burst 
forth  at  once,  surrounding  the  Earl  of  HiUing- 
don*s  page,  and  questioning  him  closely  with 
eager  and  vocileroiis  tongues.  But  FriU  was 
more  guarded  in  bis  answers  than  might  hare 
been  expected.  Ue  told  them  that,  liking  all 
fine  sights,  he  had  amused  himself  by  wmlebing 
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the  Lady  Catherine  and  her  guest  at  supper. 

through  the  window  on  the  right,  between 
which  and  the  other  window  stood  a  thick  tree. 
He  then  detailed  minutely  all  that  had  occurred 
till  the  entruice  of  Sir  William  Ifibrd ;  declared 
that  he  had  heard  steps  approaching  over  the 
grassy  lawn,  and  then  had  seen  some  one  sud- 
denly appear  in  the  room,  who,  he  supposed, 
had  entered  hy  the  other  window.  He  stoutly 
denied  having  seen  the  intruder's  face ;  but  at 

the  same  time  remarked  that  the  poisoning  could 
not  be  his  doing,  for  that  nothing  more  was 
eaten  till,  in  the  midst  of  high  words,  which 
hrst  gave  hmi  a  clue  to  the  terrible  truth,  the 
one  victim  had  fallen  and  then  the  other,  and 
he  had  run  away  to  bring  assistance. 

Had  the  poison  been  of  such  a  quality  that 
any  antidote  would  have  proved  effectual,  so 
much  time  was  lost  that  none  could  be  adminiii* 
tered.  Not  a  spark  of  vitality  remained  when 
the  bodies  were  at  length  examined;  and  the 
only  indication  of  how  the  fatal  event  had 
occurred  which  could  be  discoveied,  was  a 
email  vial  in  the  lady's  bosom,  containing  a 
very  minute  portion  of  a  white  powder,  which, 
being  tried  upon  a  dog,  produced  almost  instant 
death. 
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The  wonder  lasted  its  nine  days  snd  wm 

thea  forgotten  by  the  world  at  large ;  but  the 
sodden  disappearance  of  Sir  WiUiam  Itifixd, 
the  gajj  the  witty,  the  di8solute«contiaued  for  a 
few  weeks  longer  to  excite  inqoiry  and  remark. 
No  one  ever  learned  the  conclusion  of  his  his- 
tory :  some  said  be  bad  entered  a  monastery  of 
Barefooted  Friars,  and  died  there  in  the  odo«r 
of  sanctity;  others^  with  greater  probability  on 
their  side,  declared  that  he  had  tntned  TM* 
and  was  to  the  day  of  his  death  one  of  the  most 
lelentless  persecotors  of  the  Christiana.  We 
only  know  that,  on  the  night  when  this  double 
death  took  place,  a  horseman  rode  away  at  a 
terrible  pace  from  the  small  village  in  the  iieifl[b* 
bourhood,  took  his  way  as  fast  as  possible 
towards  the  sea-aide,  and  thence  left  no  tiacea  of 
his  course  behind. 

For  three  days  the  page  and  the  old  eervaBt 
of  Ae  Earl  of  Hillingdon  were  detained  in 
Huntingdonshire,  to  gire  evidence  regarding  the 
sodden  death  of  two  persons  of  aneh  high  raaki 
but  coroners  were  as  wise,  and  coroners' juhes 
as  enlightened,  in  those  days  as  in  oar  own, 
and  a  burlesque  verdict  was  returned  in  a  very 
tragic  case*  The  stout  old  servant  and  his 
youthful  companion  then  set  out  to  join  tkeir 
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loid,  arrived  in  Gersuany  in  safety^  and, 
thanks  to  many  of  those  circumBtaoces  which 
might  have  seemed  best  calculated  to  impede 
theoiy  Sttch  as  their  ignorance— or  rather  small 
knowledge — of  the  language^  and  their  very 
narrow  infermation  upon  geographical  subjects^ 
arrived  within  a  few  miles'  distance  of  Heidel- 
berg With  fewer  difficulties  than  better  in- 
atmcted  persons  would  probably  have  en* 
countered.  The  answers  which  they  gave,  in 
what  they  called  Oerman,  to  the  questions  of 

those  who  interrogated  them,  completely  puzzled 
their  examiners ;  and  the  round  they  took  to 
arrive  at  the  city,  brought  them  to  a  point  the 
most  opposite  from  that  at  which  a  messenger 
from  England  might  have  been  expected  to 
appear.  It  was  late  at  night  when  they  reached 
the  small  village  of  Siegelhausen ;  but  there 
they  heard  from  the  peasants  a  confirmation  of 
the  rumours  which  had  previously  reached  them, 
that  Heidelberg  was  completdy  invested,  and, 
to  use  the  expression  of  the  boors,  'Ubat  a 
field  mouse  could  not  creep  in  J' 

^  I  will  try,  at  all  events;*'  said  Frill,  "  for  I 
know  my  lord  would  give  his  right  hand  for  the 
news  we  brinor.  If  it  cost  me  my  ears,  I  will 
try and  with  this  magnanimous  resolution 
he  lay  down  to  sleep* 

VOL.  ni,  u 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


It  was  in  the  eariy  grey  of  the  morning :  all 
was  sUeot  and  aoiemn;  the  beleaguered  cilj 
lay  in  ita  brief  repoae;  the  camioB  on  the  UOa 
and  at  the  gates  were  still ;  the  camp  of  the 
assailanta  aluniberad,  etcept  wheie  the  tmd 
sentinel  paced  up  and  down^  longing  for  relief, 
or  where  the  wounded  lay  on  the  ftmiah  beds 
of  the  crowded  hoapitala*  Quietly  and  atlently 
on  foot^  with  their  horaea  left  behind  at  the 
Tillage,  and  in  die  dieaa  of  the  Paktniate 
peasantry,  the  servant  and  the  page  plodded 
on  aa  if  going  fiom  SiegdhanMn  to  Nennheini. 

Ere  they  had  gone  far,  they  saw  the  tents 
which  now  thickly  coTored  the  alopea  lowafda 
the  Heiligberg,  the  hnta  of  the  Croats, and  the 
breastworks  which  had  been  thrown  np;  while 
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six  pieces  of  artillery  appeared  Btretched  out 
vpon  a  battery  some  three  hundred  yards  up 
the  hill.  Still  they  walked  oo,  howe?er,  plod- 
ding along,  and  affecting  the  heavy  step  and 
swingiiiLC  air  of  the  boor. 

They  were  within  a  hundred  paces  of  the 
bridge,  when  suddenly,  from  the  neighbouring 
fietd^  they  heard  the  call  to  stand  ;  and  the 
next  instant  several  Austrian  soldiers,  in  their 
white  uniforms,  sprang  down  into  the  road.  One 
seized  Tony  by  the  arm,  and  the  others  were 
runnini^  op,  when  the  page  gave  a  look  to  the 
Neckar,  and  jumped  down  the  bank.  The  water, 
fortunately,  was  low,  and  the  boy^s  beait  stout 
In,  Frill  I  in!"  cried  Tony;  and,  without 
more  ado,  the  youth  dashed  into  the  stream. 

Two  shots  were  instantly  fired  at  him,  but 
in  haste  and  ill  aimed.  He  was  seen,  too,  from 
the  bridge ;  and  several  arquebuses  were  dis* 
charged  amongst  the  Auttrians  with  very  little 
reverence  for  poor  Tony,  who  had  nearly  suf- 
fered severely,  held  as  he  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  enemy. 

Protected  by  the  fire  from  the  bridge, 
the  boy  hurried  on  for  some  way,  up  to  his 
middle  in  water.    Then  climbing  on  some 
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locks,  he  at  length  plunged  boldly  in  weber 

the  tide  was  deep  and  strong.  He  was  a  good 
swimmer;  but  the  force  of  the  stream  was 
ffreat,  and  the  water  dead  I  v  cold.  He  was 
home  down^  nothwithstanding  every  effort, 
carried  through  one  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge, 
and  though  he  struck  for  the  shore  as  long  as 
be  could,  yet  nothing  but  the  town  wall  pre- 
sented itself  dipping  in  the  river.  His  strength 
began  to  fail^  when  a  little  sally-port  and 
landing-place  at  length  came  in  sight;  but 
the  poor  lad's  heart  sunk,  for  it  was  distant, 
and  he  felt  no  power  within  him  to  reach  it 
The  last  thing  he  saw  was  a  man  running 
quickly  along  on  the  top  of  the  wall;  then  all 
became  dim  and  green,  with  a  rushing  sound 
in  the  ears,  bewildered  thoughts,  and,  at  length, 
dull  forgetfulness. 

When  the  page  opened  his  eyes  again,  he 
was  in  a  small  room  and  laid  undressed  upon 
a  bed,  with  an  old  man  of  a  mild  and  venerable 
aspect  gasmg  at  him.  His  whole  frame  tingled ; 
his  breathing  was  heavy  and  di£Bcult:  it  seemed 
as  if  there  was  a  worid  upon  his  chest;  and, 
tof  several  minutes,  he  recollected  nouc;ht  of 
what  had  happened.  There  were  sounds  in 
the  air,  however,  which  soon  recalled  him  to  a 
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sense  of  where  be  was.   Every  minute  or  two 

a  loud  explosion  siiook  the  house  and  made  the 
casements  clatter  as  if  the  whole  building  were 
coming  down;  and,  raising  himself  upon  bis 
arm,  be  Uied  to  speak ;  but  the  old  man  gave 
him  a  sign  to  be  silent,  and,  going  to  a  table 
near,  brought  him  a  small  quantity  of  wine. 

It  was  long  ere  the  stranger  would  permit 
hiui  to  converse,  and  lonp^er  ere  he  would  allow 
him  to  rise,  although  the  page  explained  that 
he  bad  come  to  bring  some  intelligence  of  im» 
portance  to  his  lord  the  Earl  of  HiUmgdon. 

''Your  lord  is  quite  safe  and  well/'  re- 
plied old  Dr.  Alting,  (to  whose  house  the  youth 
had  been  taken>)  in  answer  to  his  anxtoas 
inquiries,  "and  you  can  go  to  him  by-and-by. 
At  present  you  are  not  fit.  There  will  be  no 
assault  to-day,  for  there  was  one  yesterday; 
so  you  will  have  time  enough.'* 

But  Frill  was  impatient,  and  about  three 
o'clock  he  was  permitted  to  go  forth,  with 
directions  as  to  where  he  was  likely  to  find 
his  master.  The  poor  boy,  however*  had  some- 
what miscalculated  his  strength ;  for  he  found 
to  climb  the  hill  a  weary  task;  and  when  he 
had  obtained  admission  into  the  castle,  he  was 
sent  from  place  to  place  in  search  of  Algernon,  till 
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at  length  he  sat  down  at  the  foot  of  the  second 

casemate^  and  wept  iiom  very  weaiiDess. 

While  there^  a  young  officer  passed  with  bis 
hand  bound  up^  and  paused  to  enquire  what 
ailed  him.  The  matter  was  soon  explained^ 
and  the  lad  was  once  more  directed  onward, 
but  with  better  assurance. 

The  Earl  is  at  the  blockhouse  which  yon 
see  ju8t  peeping  up  yonder/*  said  the  officer; 

I  left  him  there  five  minutes  ago;  but  go  by 
those  lower  paths,  for  the  fire  is  somewhat  hot, 
and  ,  you  may  chance  to  get  hurt  as  I  have 
done^  or  worse/' 

The  page  rose  again  and  walked  on,  passed 
through  the  park  of  the  Friesenberg»  and  ap* 
preached  the  edge  of  the  CarnieHte  wood.  The 
cannonade  as  he  went  became  e?ery  moment 
fierce  and  the  balls  whistled  more  than 
once  over  bis  head,  while  the  roar  of  the 
artillery  was  mingled  at  intervals  with  the  ratt* 
ling  fire  of  bmall  arms.  Not  only  in  front  and 
to  the  right  was  heard  the  suUen  sound  of 
the  heavy  ordnance;  but,  rolling  round  and 
round,  the  deep  voice  of  the  cannon  from  the 
walls,  and  then,  farther  off  again,  from  the 
Imperial  batteries,  was  beard  like  thunder  lu  a 
fovest ;  and  still  the  mountains  and  rocks  snr* 


Digitized  by 


KSIDBLBBBO. 


rounding  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Neckar  echoed 
and  re-echoed  the  terrific  noise.  Ue  was  a 
brave  lad,  but  his  nerves  were  shaken,  and  he 
looked  round  from  time  to  time  to  right  and  to 
kit  expecting  to  see  the  enemy  forcing  their 
way  in. 

At  length,  however^  he  reached  the  foot  of 
the  little  hill  on  which  the  blockhouse  stood* 
and,  gazing  up,  saw  two  or  three  men  whose 
faces  lie  knew  well,  standing  above,  before  a 
small  palisade.  '*  Is  my  lord  here,  Halford?'* 
he  cried.   «  Is  my  lord  here?" 

"Yes,  yes!"  cried  the  man.    ''Come  up. 
Frill;"  and  the  page  with  a  lightened  heart 
ran  up  the  steps  of  the  mount.    Before  he 
reaehed  the  top  Algernon  Grey  came  forth 
himself,  saying  to  the  man  to  whom  Frill  had 
•pokeu,<'Go  round  to  Colonel  Herbert,  Haliurd, 
as  fast  as  possible.   Say  there  is  not  even  de- 
monstration  here — that  I  have  too  many  men, 
and  we  are  doing  nothing.— Ah  Fnll  I  is  that 
you  ?    Welcome  back,  my  good  boy.  How  in 
Heaven's  name  got  you  in?    Where  is  Tony  " 
In  the  hands  of  the  enemy/'  replied  the 
boy.   *'  I  swam  the  Neckar,  and  was  nearly 
drowned,  but  he  was  caughu'' 

••What  news  from  l^ugland?"  asked  Algcr- 
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non  Grey  eagerly,  Did  the  Lady  Catherkie 
give  you  or  Tony  a  letter  for  me  ? " 

^  Nocie,  ipy  noUe  lord/'  answered  the  page. 
•*  She  intended^  I  believe,  but  was  preveiUed." 

^  That  is  most  imfortuDater  cried  his  lord 
bitterly.  "  All  is  going  wrong  here,  and  one 
word  might  have  been  of  va&t  importaooe—'' 

I  have  something  to  tell,  sir/'  said  Frilly  in 
a  low  tone,  if  you  would  move  down  a  littk, 
for  it  is  not  fitted  for  ail  ears.'' 

Algemou  took  a  lew  steps  down  the  Liii, 
saying,  "  Speak«  speak  T'  and  the  boy  went  on, 
in  a  voice  raised  little  above  a  whisper,  to  detail 
all  that  had  occurred  since  he  had  ieit  his  lord* 
When  he  came  to  the  catastrophe,  Algemoii 
Grey  tomed  deadly  pale,  shocked  and  hornhed 
beyond  expression.  For  several  minutes  be  did 
not  utter  a  word,  but  gazed  upon  the  ground  m 
sad  and  bitter  silence*  He  was  free — the  heavy 
bond  which  had  weighed  upon  him  for  so  many 
years  was  broken — his  liberty  was  restored; 
but  how  dark  and  terrible  were  the  means! 
and  with  these  his  mind  busied  itself  in  gioouiy 
thoughts  ere  it  could  rest  on  aught  else. 

Who  was  the  man?'*  he  asked  at  length, 
the  person  you  say  came  in  by  the  w  indow  f 

"  I  did  not  see  bis  face,  my  lord/'  replied  the 
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boy;  <<but  I  heard  the  voice  of  Sir  William 

ifford  r 

^  My  lord,  my  lord  !**  cried  the  aoldier  Hal- 

ford,  coming  back  as  fast  as  he  could  run. 

Colonel  Herbert  desires  you  to  advance  to  the 
pfaeasantpgarden  withont  a  moment's  delay, 
leaving  notliiag  but  a  guard  here." 

Algernon  Orey  hurried  up^  called  out  the 
English  and  Dutch  troops  froui  the  blockhouse 
and  a  small  detached  trench  in  front,  arrayed 
them  on  the  slope,  and,  telling  the  page  to 
remain  with  the  guard  he  leit  behind,  ordered 
the  men  to  advance  at  the  chaise  by  the 
winding  path  through  the  wood.  The  roll  of 
musketry  was  now  heard  sharp  and  near, 
mingled  with  drums  beating ;  and,  falhng 
back  to  the  aide  of  the  man  Halford,  the 
young  Earl  demanded  what  he  had  seen  and 
heard* 

There  were  full  two  thousand  men,  sir, 

advancing  to  storm  the  works  in  the  pheasant- 
garden,"  he  replied.  **  I  counted  ten  Austrian 
ensigni>  uiyself;  and  there  were  a  number  of 
Bavarian  troops  behind/' 

*•  Were  they  near?"  asked  Algernon  Grey. 
'     Half-way  between  the  Crane's  ^est  and  the 
Cavalier,"  replied  the  soldier. 
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The  young  Earl  ran  on  again  to  place  Imnself 
at  the  bead»  mormuriog,  Mo  time  is  to  be  lo«t» 
indeed/' 

The  way  was  heavy  and  ciicniUHU^  ioter- 

rupted  by  frequent  flights  of  steps,  which 
greatly  delayed  the  mea;  but  there  was  no 
cutting  across;  for  the  trees  and  the  rocks  of 
the  Jbrtesenberg  in  that  part  which  had  not  yet 
been  kvelied,  interrupted  the  straight  course 
which  might  otherwi^  have  been  taken  ;  and 
tbe  firing  was  heard  nearer  and  nearer,  till  even 
the  sound  of  the  guns  did  not  drown  the  cries 
and  shouts  with  which  it  was  mingled ,  whilst 
still  the  beating  drum  and  tbe  blast  of  tbe 
trumpet  was  heard  urging  the  men  on  either 
side  to  deadly  strife.  The  young  Earl's  heart 
beat  vehemently  to  get  forward,  but  a  full 
quarter  of  an  hour  elapsed  ere  he  came  in  nght 
of  the  point  of  attack,  approaching  the  works 
assailed  by  the  rear  of  a  fortihed  terrace  which 
led  to  the  Cavalier.  This  terrace*  originally 
designed  for  ornament,  was^  perhaps,  the  weak* 
est  point  in  the  whole  defences  of  the  castle; 
and,  though  commanded  by  the  guns  of  the 

Cavalier  above,  it  formed  a  sort  of  step,  as 
it  were^  to  the  attack  of  the  stronger  work. 
The  parapets,  too,  had  been  terribly  shattered 
by  tbe  enemy's  fire;  and^  when  the  young 
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EDgUahmaii  first  eaoght  sight  of  it,  a  terrible 

and  an  alarming  scene  presented  lUeli  to  his 
eyea.  An  Austrian  flag  was  already  upon  the 
terrace;  the  fight  was  going  on  hand  tu  haud 
in  seYeral  places;  and,  at  the  farther  angle, 
driven  almost  under  the  guns  of  the  Cavalier, 
he  caught  sight  of  Colonel  Herbert,  with  a 
Bohemian  flag  in  his  hand»  rallying  his  men  to 
charge  the  enemy  in  the  hope  of  clearing  the 
platform. 

IVo  consideration  was  necessary;  the  only 
course  to  be  pursued  was  plain  and  straight* 
forward ;  and  thoui^h  at  the  risk  of  encountering 
the  fire  of  iriends  as  well  as  of  enemies.  Air 
gemon  Grey  sprang  up  the  steps  to  the  top  of 
the  terrace,  arrayed  his  men  with  a  wide  front, 
and  gave  the  order  to  charge.  There  was  no 

hesitation  either  oa  the  part  of  the  English  or 
the  Dutch.  All  saw  that,  without  a  great 
effort,  the  fort  was  lost ;  and,  rushing  on  in  a 
compact  body,  they  swept  the  whole  length 
of  the  terrace,  driving  the  asssilanls  before 
them  at  the  point  of  the  pike*  Attacked  in 
front  and  rear  at  the  same  time,  the  Imperial 

troo[)s,  who  were  establiblnng  themselves  ou 
the  platform,  gave  way;  many  threw  down 
their  arms ;  and  many  either  leaped  over  the 
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parapet  into  the  midst  of  their  comrades  below, 
or  rushed  to  the  tops  of  the  ladders,  and  cast 
themselyes  upon  those  who  were  cliaibiiig 
to  support  them. 

The  outwork  was  regained ;  and»  waving  his 
hand  to  Herbert,  whom  he  saw  a  hitle  in  ad- 
vance, the  young  Earl  was  taming  his  head 
to  give  orders  for  a  part  of  bis  men  to  faO 
back  and  line  the  pampet  again,  when  sud* 
denly  he  beheld  Agnes'  father  stagger,  diop 
the  Oag,  and  fall  forward  on  the  platiorm. 

With  a  few  brief  words  as  to  the  defence  of. 

the  work,  Algernon  Grey  sprang  forward  lo 
Herbert's  side.  Two  of  his  men  had  already 
raised  htm  in  their  arms ;  but  his  bead  hung 
heavily  on  his  shoulder ;  and  a  ghastly  wouad 
on  the  right  temple,  passing  along  the  whole 
side  of  the  head  and  evideotly  lujurmg  the 
skull,   bade  hope  itself  despair/* 

**He  is  dead,  sir,  he  is  dead  said  uae  of  the 
men  who  held  him  in  his  arms. 

*'  I  think  not,**  replied  Algernon,  watching 
his  countenance  sadly;  the  brain  may  not  be 
injured.  Throw  a  cloak  over  bim  and  carry 
him  down  into  the  garden;  I  will  come  lo  a 
minute,  when  I  have  spoken  with  the  captain 
of  the  CavaHer— Get  him  some  water.** 

The  men  took  him  up  and  bore  him  down 
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the  steps ;  but  the  news  had  spread  already 
amongst  the  men,  and  it  was  evident  that 

they  WLie  gieatly  discoui  aged.  Although  rapid 
meant  were  taken  by  Algernon  Grey  and  the 
officer  now  in  command  of  the  outwork  for  its 
defence,  it  is  probable  that  it  would  have  been 
taken  that  night,  as  it  was  on  the  following 
morningi  had  not  the  Imperial  officers,  smarting 
from  severe  loss  and  discooraged  by  an  un« 
expected  repulse  at  the  very  moment  when 
they  thought  themselves  victorious,  ordered  the 
drums  to  beat  a  retreat. 

A  furious  cannonade  followed  the  enemy 
as  they  retired ;  and,  seeing  that  all  was  safe 
for  the  time  iu  that  quarter,  Algernou  Grey 
left  bis  men  under  the  command  of  the  Dutch 
officer  associated  with  him,  and  turned  to  as- 
certain the  fate  of  his  friend.  At  the  top 
of  the  steps,  however,  his  eye  ran  over  the 
town  of  Heidelberg ;  and  he  beheld  with 
consternation  fire  and  smoke  arising  in  large 
volumes  from  three  different  parts  of  the  town. 
Springing  down,  be  hurried  to  a  spot  where, 
under  some  trees,  he  saw  several  men  grouped 
together  around  another  lying  on  the  ground ; 
and,  as  he  advanced,  one  of  them,  a  young 
German  officer,  came  forward  to  meet  him,  say- 
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ingy  Lie  is  liviog,  my  lord.  He  has  spoken — 
he  has  mentioDed  your  name.'' 

In  another  instant  Algernon  was  by  Her- 
hert's  side,  and  saw,  with  a  gleam  of  hope»  that 

his  eyes  were  open,  and  the  light  of  life  and 

intellect  still  therein.  They  tamed  upoa  himiy 
indeed^  with  a  faint  sad  looky  and  the  hfis 
moved  for  a  moment  ere  a  sound  issued  forth. 
<«MychUdr  he  said,  at  length^^'my  childr 
''Shall  I  send  for  her?"  asked  Algernon 
Grey,  kneeling  by  his  side,  and  bending  down 

his  ear. 

''No,  no!"  answered  the  wounded  man, 
quickly;  ''but  her  fate,  young  man —-her 
fate  r 

"Fear  nat«  fear  not,''  answered  the  Barl; 
"  I  will  defend,  protect  her  with  my  life— die 
for  her  should  need  be." 

"I  believe  you/'  said  Herbert;  "I  will  trust 
yon!~Oh  GodI  Yet  swear  to  me  that  you 
will  deal  with  her  honestly ;  swear  by  all 
that  you  hold  most  sacred  —  by  your  faith 
in  Christ — by  your  honour  as  an  English 
gentleman,  that  you  will  be  to  her  as  a 
brother." 

"  I  will  be  more,"  answered  Algernon,  in  a 
low,  but  hrm  yoice, "  I  will  be  her  husband.  I 
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swear  to  you,  by  all  i  hold  most  sacred,  that,  as 
soon  as  she  herself  will  consenti  she  shall  be 
my  wife ;  till  then,  my  sister." 

Yonr  wife  i*'  said  Herbert,  sternly ;  ^  have 

you  not  another  wife,  young  lord  f 

''No,"  answered  Algernon  Orey,  presoini; 
bis  hand;  that  impediment  is  removed— that 
bond  broken.  If  you  had  read  the  letter  which 
I  wrote  you,  you  woald  have  seen  that  the 
marriage  was  but  in  name.  It  is  now»  how- 
ever, altogether  at  an  end.  I  have  reoeived  the 
tidings  this  day— within  this  hour.  She  whom 
men  called  my  wife  is  dead." 

Dead  cried  Herbert,  in  a  stronger  voice ; 
"death  is  busy  just  now  and  then  he  paused, 
and  raised  hia  hand  feebly  to  his  head.  But  the 
fingers  rested  upon  the  bloody  hair,  and  he 
drew  them  back,  and  pressed  Algernon's  hand 
in  his.  trust  you/'  he  said  at  length,  "I 
trust  you,  Algernon.  Oberntraut's  news,  that 
you  were  already  married »  fri^tened— shocked 
me.  I  found  coni^rmation  in  your  letter,  and  I 
have  been  very  sad  ev«r  sinc^— but  I  trust  you. 
Love  her — oh,  love  her,  and  make  her  happy, 
for  she  deserves  it  well.  An  hour  more,  and 
the  father's  arm  will  be  cold  and  powertess. 
Be  you  all  to  her. — What  wants  that  man? 
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Ask  him  whence  he  comes  i — I  would  faia  die 
in  qniet." 

**The  town  has  fallen,  sir,"  said  an  officer 
who  had  coiue  up  in  haste.  la  two  places 
they  have  forced  a  way;  and  Governor  Blerven 
has  retreated  to  the  castle  with  tlie  garnsoD* 
He  sent  me  up  to  call  Colonel  Herbert  to 
instant  council/' 

Tell  him/'  said  Herbert,  raising  his  bead, 
"that  Colonel  Herbert  is  removed  from  his 
commaud  by  a  liigher  power  than  auy  of  the 
earth*  Tell  him  what  you  have  seen,  and  that 
I  say,  God  protect  hiro,  and  bless  his  arms  in  a 
just  cause  1   Now,  Algernon,  one  word  more — 

there  are  not  many  leit  for  nie  to  speak;  the 
town  is  taken — the  castle  must  fall.  We  have  no 
stores,  no  means.  Good  God  !  let  not  my  cbiM 
be  in  this  place,  if  it  must  fall  by  storm  1 
Heaven  and  earth ! — ^it  makes  this  poor  shat- 
tered brain  reel.  Swear, — swear  you  will  take 
her  hence*  There  are  the  passages  below 
she  knows  them  all.  There  is  the  way  out- 
there      and  he  points  with  his  band* 

I  will,  if  it  be  possiUe/'  answered  Algernon 

Grey. 

Possible,  possible said  Herbert,  his  mind 

evidently  wandering;  ''oh,  yes,  it  is  c^uUe  pos- 
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Bible.   You  hear,  he  swears  that  he  will  take 

her  hence,"  contiaued  the  dying  man,  with  bis 
faint  eyes  roUiDg  over  the  byslaaders;  ''he 
swears — ^remember — keep  him  to  his  oath." 

*^  Whaty  my  gallant  friend  I"  said  an  English 
voice  behind  Algernon  Orey^  '^broaghtto  this 
at  last 

Ay,  Mertren,  ay,  even  so/'  answered  Her- 
bert; *'we  must  all  come  to  this. — Bring  mo 
some  water.    I  will  speak  with  you,  Merven. 

He  swears  he  will  take  her  hence  hefore  tliey 
Storm  the  place.  Send  him  forth,  for  I  know 
him — ^know  him  well.  He  will  remain  to  fight ; 
and  then  siie  is  without  father,  husband,  friend 
— Oh,  Ghxil  have  mercy  on  me!  how  my  brain 
reels  1" 

^  Let  some  one  fetch  a  litter,"  said  Menren, 

kneeling  down  by  bis  side ;  we  must  bear  him 
home.'' 

^  I  have  sent  for  one  already,''  said  Algernon 

Orey;    yonder  it  comes,  I  think.'' 

^  My  child ;  my  sweet  child  V*  said  Herbert, 
gazing  still  ia  Merveu's  face;  ''she  can  close 
my  eyes,  and  then  away— you  will  not  let  him 

linger?*' 

Ho/*  answered  the  Qoveruor,  I  will  send 
him  forth,  upon  my  word.   If  my  command  is 

TOL.  III.  X 
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of  any  power,  he  shall  go*  He  can  be  of  Kltk 
service  here,  I  fear.'' 

Thanks,  thanks!"  said  Herbert,  and  fell 
into  silence,  closing  his  eyes. 
'  A  few  intntttes  afteri  a  Utter  was  brought  up 
from  the  castle  ;  it  was  oae  which  the  Princess 
Elizabeth  had  often  used, — and  Herbert  wm 
placed  upon  it,  and  the  curtains  drawn.  Poar 
stout  soldiers,  taking  it  upon  their  shoulders* 
carried  it  down,  and  Algernon  Grey  followed, 
conversing  isadiy  with  Merven,  and  informing 
him  of  all  that  had  taken  place  of  the  assnnit  oo 
their  side. 

^'You  have  been  more  fortunate  than  we 
liave,"  answered  the  Oovemor.  "Tnitikaissr 

was  taken  early  in  the  day ;  and  the  fools,  for- 
getting to  abut  the  gates  as  oor  soldiers  msked 
in,  the  enemy  came  pell  mell  amongst  them.  I 
tallied  them,  barricaded  the  street  by  the 

Spire's  door;  and  kept  them  at  bav  till  four, 
when  came  the  news  that  the  tmdge  was  like- 
wise forced  ;  and  it  became  needfbl  at  onee 
to  retire  into  the  castie,  lest  I  should  be  taken 
in  front  and  rear  at  onee*  Bnt  even  heie  I  find/* 
be  added  in  a  low  voice,  there  is  bnt  provi- 
aion  and  ammunition  for  fbor  days.  TiUy  has 
already  sent  to  offer  terms ;  but  I  hare  relcr/ed 
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him  to  Vere,  in  Mannheim  ;  and  most,  likely 
we  fihail  have  another  assault  io-moiTow.~ 
Hark  I  Do  you  hear  those  shrieks  ?  Us  from 
the  town.  The  bloody  villains  are  at  their 
work  I  and  he  looked  sternly  down  upon  the 
ground,  setting  his  teeth  hard.  Algernon  Grey 
made  no  reply;  and  Menren  continued,  Yon 
have  promised  to  go,  my  friend,  and  take  the 
sweet  girl  vrith  you  ;  but  how  is  it  to  be 
done?" 

''I  know  not,"  answered  the  young  Earl; 
^  but  my  promise  was  only  conditional.  If  we 
could  send  her  forth  in  safety  ail  would  be  well: 
I  cannot— ought  not  to  quit  the  place  while  yoo 
remain  to  defend  it," 

He  knew  you,  you  see,"  said  Merven  ; 

but  if  there  be  a  means  I  must  send  you  ;  for 
I  have  promised  unconditionally ;  and  you  must 
obey  me,  my  yoang  lord— how,  is  the  only 
question." 

''Herbert  seemed  to  think  Agnes  knew  of 

some  means,"  said  Algernon  Grey ;  "  but  yet^" 
'  Ho  buts,  my  lord,"  replied  Merven.  If 
there  be  a  means  you  must  lake  it,  when  and 
how  you  can.  I  desire,  I  command  you  to  do 
'M ;  it  will  be  two  months  less  in  the  castle, 
and  that     alwaya  something. — Stay,  I  will  aide 
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hini  what  he  meant.  Perhaps  we  could  drest 
hei  as  a  page,  and  send  you  under  a  flag  of  truce 
to  confer  with  Vere  on  the  terms  oT  capitolatioii^ 
hut  no,  it  would  not  do.  Tilly  is  such  a  bruie — 
yoQ  would  almoet  be  aa  safe  within  the  waib; 
and  his  men  are  not  ibe  most  iarnous  for  keep- 
ing terms,  even  when  solemnly  sworn  to*  I 
should  not  wonder  if  we  were  all  massacred 
marching  out.  But  I  will  ask  Herbert  if  he  knows 
any  other  means;"  and,  taking  a  step  or  two 
forward  to  the  side  of  the  litter,  he  drew  back, 
the  cartain.  The  moment  after,  he  turned  bis 
face  sadly  towards  Algernon  Grey,  shaking  his 
bead,  and  saying,  Ue  can  give  no  answer 
now.** 

Herbert's  eyes  were  open,  but  they  were  fixed 
and  meaningless.  The  jaw  had  dropped ;  the 
hand  grasped  tight  the  side  of  the  litter,  but  it 
was  already  cold  as  ice* 

Halt,  my  men/*  said  Menren ;  ^*tts  nsdess 
bearing  him  any  farther.  Carry  him  to  the 
gardener's  house  there  and  he  pointed  op  to 
a  small  stone  buildiug  lying  between  the  outer 
and  the  inner  works,  some  fifly  paces  on  the 
lefl.  Then  grasping  the  Earl's  hand,  be  added. 
Hasten  down  to  her  and  break  the  tidings ; 
then  ask  her  if  she  knows  any  mmns  of  fly^ 
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£rom  thiA  place ;  and,  if  she  does,  remembei:  it 
n  my  most  expvese  comauuid  that  you  guard 
her  safely  on  the  way.  They  tell  me  some 
one  got  into  the  town  to-day  from  without; 
and  if  so^  lime  must  be  a  way  hence  aliio." 

It  was  my  poor  p^e,  who  awam  the 
Neckar/'  answered  Algemoni  with  a  sad  smile ; 
**  but  1  will  go  aud  bear  my  heavy  story  to 
poor  Agnes,** 

**  Do,  do/'  said  Merven ;  "  aad  I  will 
hasten  back  into  the  castle  and  send  a  mes- 
senger to  Tiily^  calling  oa  him  as  a  man  and 
a  Christian  to  stop  the  atrocities  going  on  theve 
below.   Those  shrieks  wring  my  very  heart.'' 

The  unfeeliog  reply  to  Merven's  message  is 
well  known ;  and  every  reader  of  history  is 
aware  that  for  three  whole  days  the  town  of 
Heidelberg  was  giTcn  up  to  a  brutal  soldiery. 

Algernon  Grey  walked  sadly  on,  and  slowly 
too;  for  he  shrunk  from  the  terrible  task  beibie 
him.  He  did  wrongs  though  unintentionally ; 
for  he  calculated  not  how  last  rumour  travels» 
knew  not  that  the  utmost  speed,  was  needful  to 
outstrip  the  winged  messengers  of  evil  tidings. 
He  paused  for  a  moment  at  the  foot  of  the 

stalls  leading  to  Agnes's  apartments,  which 
were  atili  in  what  is  called  the  Electress's  lodgx* 
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iog*  Then,  having  made  up  his  mind  how  to 
act,  and  laid  vain  plans  for  breakiog  the  tidioga 
gently,  he  ascended  with  a  quick  step  and 
opened  the  door. 

Agnes  was  seated  at  a  Uble,  with  her  bands 
pressed  over  iier  eyes  and  her  bosom  heaving 
with  heavy  sobs ;  but  the  moment  he  entered 
she  raised  her  head,  started  up  and  cast  hersdf 
upon  his  bosom»  munnoring,  "  Oh,  Algernon, 
Algernon !" 

He  saw  that  ail  had  been  told ;  and  for 
his  sole  reply  he  pressed  her  to  his  heart  ia 
ttlence. 

<^ Where  have  they  taken  him?"  she  asked 
at  lengthy  wiping  away  the  tears,  which  flowed 
fiist  again  as  soon  as  dried. 

**To  the  gardener's  housct''  he  answered, 
"  to  the  right  of  the  great  casemate/' 

I  must  go  thither,"  she  said,  *^  I  must  go 
thither.  Come  with  mc,  dear  Algernon  ;  I  have 
none  but  you  to  support  me  now."  And  she 
moved  towards  the  door«  dressed  as  she  was 
at  the  moment. 

Nay,  throw  this  veil  over  you,  my  love," 
he  said,  taking  up  one  that  lay  near  and 
potting  it  over  her  bead.  Then,  drawing  her 
arm  through  his  own,  he  led  her  dowi^  and. 
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choosing  the  least  frequented  paths,  proceeded 
towards  the  gardener*6  honae. 

The  sun  was  setting  in  the  mellow  evening 
of  an  early  autumn  day ;  the  sky  was  clear  and 
bright;  the  aspect  of  all  nature  sparkling  and 
beautiful;  peace  and  tranquillity  breathed  forth 
from  the  fair  lace  of  all  inanimate  things; 
while  the  tiger  in  man's  heart  was  dehling  with 
Mood  the  Doblest  work  of  the  Creator.  The 
contrast  rendered  that  whole  day  more  dark, 
more  sad,  more  terrible,  than  if  heavy  thunder* 
donds  had  brooded  over  the  devoted  city,  or 
storm  and  tempest  had  swept  the  valley,  over* 
mnning  with  massacre  and  crime. 

They  met  several  of  the  soldiery,  as  they  walked 
on ;  but|  with  an  instinctive  reverence  for  sor* 
row,  the  men  made  large  way  ibr  them  to  pass ; 
and  Agnes,  with  trembling  steps  and  weepmg 
eyes,  approached  the  house  where  her  father's 
body  lay»  and  entered  the  room  of  death.  For 
an  instant  she  clung  almost  convulsively  to  her 
lover's  bosom,  when  the  fearful  sight  of  the 
inanimate  clay,  streaked  with  the  dark  blood  of 
the  death- wound,  appeared  before  her;  but 
then,  loosening  her  hold,  with  a  wild  gasp  she 
crept  towards  the  bed,  as  if  afraid  to  wake 
him;  and,  kneeling  down,  kissed  the  cold  hand 
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and  cheek.  She  knelt  there  long,  till  the  day- 
light faded,  and  Algmon  geoUy  laid  his  haad 

upon  her  arm,  saying,  "  Rouse  yourself,  dearest 

AgtitB  I  We  have  bis  last  commands  to  abej, 
— He  has  given  you  to  me  finr  ever;  bat  hes 
charged  me  to  convey  you  hence,  if  it  be  possi- 
Me,  before  a  new  assault  is  made  upon  the 
place,  hinting  that  you  could  point  out  tiie 
means  of  flight.  Come»  then,  into  anollieriooi^ 
and  let  us  speak  of  ihese  things.* 

Agnes  rose  more  calm  than  he  had  expected^ 
and,  laying  her  band  on  bis,  she  answeied, 
*^  Whatever  you  ask  me,  I  will  do,  Algenion; 
but  you  must  let  me  watch  here  this  night;  I 
will  come  now,  but  it  will  be  to  return  again 
soon ;  and  I  will  try  to  clear  my  thoughts,  and 
tell  you  what  were  the  wishes  and  intentioos  cf 
bim  who  lies  there  so  sadly  still,'' 

She  turned  her  head  from  tbe  bed,  and,  vritb 
her  eyes  cast  down,  withdrew  into  the  ooier 
room  of  the  gardener's  dwelling,  where  these 
was  no  one  but  an  old  servant;  for  the  chief 
gardener  himself  had  removed  some  wed» 
before  to  a  more  secure  abode  ;  and  there,  seating 
herself  near  the  window,  she  seemed  to  watch 
with  eyes  half  overflowing  the  last  faint  stieeks 
of  light  which  hang  upon  the  western  sky. 
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He  felt  that  it  would  end  thus,  Algernon,^ 
ike  said  at  length,    and  often  talked  to  me 

of  such  evil  chances,  aa  if  he  would  prepare  ray 
mind  for  the  erent  But  it  went  worae  with  him 
lately;  for  something — I  know  not  what — had 
dielarhed  and  grieved  him.  He  spoke  then 
of  sending  me  to  the  Electress  mother,  and 
seemed  doubtful  and  anxious;  whereas  before 
be  had  always  seemed  to  feel  that,  if  it  were 
God's  will  he  should  fall,  you  would  protect 
and  defend  me.'* 

It  was,  my  love,  that  he  heard  suddenly, 
and  from  one  who  knew  not  all  the  fects," 
Algernon  replied,  that,  whieh  he  would  not 
listen  to  from  me/' 

*^  I  fear  it  embittered  his  last  hoar,**  said 
Agnes,  gloomily;  ''for  he  left  me  this  luorning 
more  sad  and  careworn  than  ever.  I  fear  that 
doubts  and  apprehensions  for  his  child,  troubled 
him  in  the  hour  of  death/' 

"  Not  so,  dear  one/'  replied  her  lover ; — by 
a  happy  chance,  my  page  ibund  means  this 
morning  to  force  his  way  into  the  town,  having 
been  sent  by  me  to  England  ;  and  thus  I  was 
enabled  to  assure  him  that  every  obstacle  be- 
tween me  and  vou  was  removed  for  ever.  It  is 
a  sad  and  horrible  tale,  Agnes,  not  fitted  for 
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ears  so  pme  as  jam  to  bear ;  but  of  this^  «t 
aU  eicBlB,  be  mmnA^  tint  m  tkal  aooicw  «l 

least,  ^'our  iaiuer*s  heari  was  at  fest,  aud  Luat 
onr  uMon  has  bis  UaMBg." 

Oh,  thank  God  !"  said  Agnes^  witii  a  dee^ 
drawn  bcaaib,  as  il  tbe  iMtteieat  part  oi  ber  aar- 
row  mm  wttbdrawn.  Tbeae  are  batmytidioga* 
iodeed,  Algemoii.  fiot  i  reccdled  not  what  i 
was  aajfiog. — Tea;  it  was  that  be  wiabed  me  to 
go  to  tae  Electress  Louisa  •  bat,  ere  h\<  messea- 
ger  coald  return,  the  passage  from  ibe  otber 
side  was  e«t  off ;  and  tben  be  woM  baveasot 
me  fortb  by  the  passages  which  lead  out  thrjn^h 
tbe  rock  towards  tbe  WoiTs  WeU,  beyottd  tbe 
enemy's  posts*  But  1  couid  not  go  alone,  and 
tbete  was  no  siiigle  penoo  with  w  bom  be  wonhl 
trust  my  safety.  If  many  went,  we  were  sure 
to  be  disGOYered  and  stopped^  and  tbe  peiii 
leemfd  too  great  for  the  oocaaion.'* 

"  Such  is  not  tbe  case,  now/  answered  Alger- 
non, tbe  meaning  of  Herbert's  wofda  bfeaking 
upon  him.  You  are  m  far  more  peril  here 
than  anywbete  in  tbe  open  country.  Them  we 
shoold  only  be  made  prisonere.  But  tbe  storm- 
ing of  a  fortress  is  an  awfui  Uung,  Agnes,  and 
time  are  fite  wone  than  death.  Howmiv'* 
be  coutmued,  as  she  bent  down  her  bead  wiib 
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a  pale  cheek , it  is  well  to  be  prepared  for  aoy 
event  Know  you  the  way»  dear  one  ?  Have 
you  the  keys?" 

''This  is  all  thai  is  needful/'  answered  Agnes, 

drawing  a  key  fiom  her  bosom.  "  He  has 
made  me  wear  this  ever  since  the  siege  began ; 
and  long  ago  he  taught  me  all  tlie  ways,  with  a 
prophetic  warning  that  I  might  one  day  need 
them.'' 

'  ^'I  remember  your  telling  me  so  when  hrst  we 
met,''  answered  her  lover;  and  they  went  on 
to  speak  of  many  thinc^s  connected  with  their 
past,  their  present,  and  their  future  fate,  with 
that  desultory  discursiveness  in  which  the 
mind  is  fond  to  indulge  in  moments  of  deep 
grie£  The  old  servant  of  the  gardener  came  in 
upon  them  to  light  a  lump,  and  recalled  theiu 
to  the  present ;  and  the  aight^rum  beating 
reminded  Algernon  Grey  that  his  men  were 
probably  stdl  in  the  outworks.  Ue  loved  not 
to  leave  Agnes  there  alone ;  but  she  herself  was 
the  first  to  propose  it«  I  must  go  and  take 
my  place  in  that  room,"  she  said ;    and  there 

1  will  spend  the  night  in  prayer.    You  will 

leave  me,  dear  Algernon,  for  you  must  be  sadly 
weary.  You  were  in  arms  all  last  night,  I 
know/' 
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5'  I  will  leave  you  for  an  hour,  Agoesy  fi»r  i 
imist  visit  the  posts/  he  aBMrered;  *•  but  tbea 
I  will  return  and  keep  watch  beside  you  :— or 
in  this  room,  if  you  would  be  alone,  tiiongh 
there  are  uo  feelings  between  you  and  me  that 
the  living  eyes  of  him  whom  we  shall  mtch  in 
death,  might  not  have  seen  and  sanctioned." 

^  No,"  she  said ;  no ;  you  shall  stay  hare, 
if  you  will,  when  you  return.  I  own  that  to 
have  you  near  me  will  be  a  comfort  and  a  sup- 
port ;  but  for  the  time  I  am  there,  I  wovld  fiu 
be  alone.  Yet  come  with  me  to  the  door.  I 
am  very  weak  and  Ibolisb ;  but  it  is  the  first 
sight  of  the  cold  and  motionless  clay  of  tlMise  we 
once  loved  so  dearly,  that  unnerves  the  heart." 

Algernon  Grey  took  the  lamp  and  guided  her 
to  the  door,  paused  when  she  hesitated  for  an 
instant,  gating  forward,  and  then,  when  she 
advanced  steadily  carrying  the  lamp  which  he 
bad  given  her,  he  closed  the  door  and  left  ber^ 
telling  the  old  man  to  remain  in  the  onter  foom 
till  he  returned. 

With  a  quiek  step  the  young  Engttsbman 
hurried  up  first  to  the  blockhouse,  and  thenci^ 
by  the  same  paths  he  had  pursued  in  the  moiiH 
ing,  to  the  terrace  and  the  Cavalier.  Every- 
where he  found  the  soldieni  dull,  heavy,  and 
dispirited.  They  seemed  to  mourn  for  Herbert 
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tt  if  he  had  been  a  fitther,  and  to  look  upon  the 

defence  of  the  castle  as  hopeless  without  him 
to  lead  end  guide  them.  In  a  brief  coD?ena» 
lion,  the  oflBcer  commanding  in  the  Cavaliei  meu- 
tiooed  the  facts  which  he  had  himself  obeerved| 
and  besoup^ht  Algernon  to  retnm  to  the  eastk 
and  lell  the  Governor  the  state  of  thuigs  at 
the  otttworke. 

it  would  he  bettefj '  he  said,  "to  relie?e  the 
men  at  once,  and  eeod  troops  that  have  not 
been  accustomed  to  fight  under  the  poor  Colo- 
nel's  command.  If  need  be,  we  can  serve 
elsewhere,  but  the  men  are  mneh  fatigued/* 

There  was  much  reason  m  what  he  said ;  and 
Alger DOQ,  speeding  back  to  the  castle,  made  his 
report  to  the  Governor  in  person.  Merven  »aw 
at  once  the  oKpediency  of  the  arrangements 

proposed,  and  promised  they  should  be  made, 
adding,  ''Tilly  has  allowed  me  to  send  an 
officer  to  Horace  Vere  to  state  exactly  oar 
situation,  and  to  ask  his  commands ;  hut  this 
fierce  Bavarian  would  not  grant  a  suspension  of 
arms  even  till  our  messenger's  return,  thinking, 
I  believe,  to  wear  us  out  with  watching  and 
anxiety,  without  any  intention  of  renewing  the 
assault  at  present.  Nevertheless  I  beg  that  you 
would  escort  the  lady  hence  at  once  if  yon  can 
find  means." 
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Some  officers  came  in  at  this  moment  witb 

reports  ;  and  Algernon  Grey  uithdrew  to  return 
to  the  gardener's  house.  All  was  quiet  aod 
still  within ;  and,  adi^ncing  to  the  door  of  the 
room,  where  he  had  left  Agnes,  he  opened  it 
partially,  saying,  "  I  have  retomedy  dear  girl." 
He  saw  that  she  was  kneeling  and  in  prayer; 
and,  closing  the  door  again,  he  dismissed  the 
old  man  to  bed,  wrapped  his  cloak  round  him, 
and  seated  himself  to  think. 
'  For  more  than  an  honr  be  remained  in  medi- 
tation ;  but  he  was  wearied  with  long  watch int^ 
and  great  exertion  for  the  last  few  days.  His 
eyes  fek  heavy;  and,  ere  he  had  power  to  resist 
the  inflnence,  he  slept  He  was  awoke  bj  m 
quick,  sharp,  measured  tramp;  and,  turning  his 
ear  he  listened.  Fresh  men  going  down  to 
relieve  the  people  at  the  outworiDs,**  he  ssnd— 
**  I  cannot  have  slept  long  and,  sealing  him- 
self again  in  the  chair  from  which  be  had  men* 
he  began  to  meditate  once  more  upon  his  situa- 
tion. Three  minutes  had  scarcely  elapsed  when 
the  report  of  a  cannon  made  bim  start  up  agan. 
Then  came  a  rattling  fire  of  small-arms,  sod 
then  a  peal  of  ordnance  from  tbe  inner  woriBS 
of  the  castle.  Springing  to  the  door,  he  ran 
out,  and  ascended  an  ooter  stamaae  wbieh  led 
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to  a  high  balcony  above.  There  the  view  was 

clear  over  the  youn^r,  lately  planted  trees  of  the 
garden  towards  the  castle;  and,  though  the 
night  was  somewhat  dark,  it  was  soon  bright- 
ened by  a  long  line  of  fire  that  ran  along 
between  him  and  the  great  casemate.  At  the 
same  instant  he  beard  shots  and  shouts  (rom 
the  side  of  the  caTslier ;  and  the  terrible  truth 
burst  upon  his  mind,  that  he  was  there  alone 
with  her  he  loved  best  on  earth,  between  two 
large  parties  of  the  enemy's  troops.  By  some 
oceans  the  imperialists  had  passed  the  outworks, 
and  gained  the  very  foot  of  the  inner  defences; 
All  return  to  the  castle  was  cut  oil ;  and  it  was 
i^aiu  to  hope,  that,  though  they  might  be  re- 
pulsed from  the  walls  of  the  castle  itself,  the 
enemy  could  ever  be  dislodged  from  the  ad- 
vantageous position  they  had  gained.  Thought 
was  vain.  There  was  no  room  for  exertion. 
Courage  and  daring  could  do  nothing ;  and  all 
that  remamed  was  to  save  Agnes  by  flight,  if 
flight  were  yet  possible. 

■  Hurryin«^  down  as  speedily  as  possible,  he 
re-entered  the  house  and  found  her  he  loved  in 
the  outer  room.  ''What  is  it?"  she  cried, 
with  eyes  full  of  tenor. 

The  enemy  have  gained  the  home  gardens/* 
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us  and  the  CMtla  on  tilt  om  tide,  tod  ia  the 

Pheasaat-gardea  oa  the  otlier*  Instant  Aigut« 
dtarAgnttyia  our  only  ehaMt.  Yoaarattaot 
hesitdie^  dear  girl — life  is  but  a  small  coq- 
tideration  in  companton  with  what  may  hittfpm, 
if  we  stay— you  must  not  hesitate.'* 

**  Not  for  aa  instant/'  she  answered  ; it  was 
lut  oommand^  it  is  yoor  wiali^  and  I  aa  ready; 
—one  last  look,  and  1  go." 

She  letnnitd  to  the  room  where  htr  fiUhec's 
body  lay  ;  and  then,  after  pressing  her  lips 
npon  hit*  came  forth»  and  joined  her  lover. 
She  wept  not,  she  trembled  not — she  was  ctfaa 
and  hrm;  and  they  issued  forth  tc^getber^  gaz- 
ing en  into  the  datlinett.  ^  Thit  wny/'  etid 
Agnes,  in  a  low  tone ;  "  it  is  not  far. — Uark  t 
hovr  fiescely  they  ert  fifing;  they  will  net  tund 
us.  US  pass  through  the  labyrinth  of 

chpped  hornbeam.  Under  the  aichet  we  shall 
etcape  all  eyee.** 

Hurrying  on  through  narrow  rows  of  shrubs 
ent  into  the  fimn  of  areadei^  withenf  wnmiiig 

one  path  or  turning,  they  catne  to  the  top  of  a 

iaiga  flight  of  steps,  where  the  whole  eucoii* 
cent  scene  of  a  night  attotk  upon  a  fbfftrest  wet 
displayed  to  their  eyes*  by  the  conimuai  flaah- 
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ing  of  the  cannon  from  the  bastions^  and  the 

loDg^  suddea  blaze  of  the  smaii-arms  discharged 
by  the  regiments  of  arquebusiers  below«  Ever 
and  auoii  the  vast  masses  of  the  castle  started 
out  from  the  darkneae^  illaminated  by  the  broad 
glare,  and  then  were  covered  with  a  black  veil 
again  ^  while  the  thunder  of  the  artillery  broke> 
with  awfol  grandeur,  the  stUInees  of  the  night 
The  fugitives  paused  only  for  a  moment,  how- 
ever ;  but  Agnes  whispered,  Let  ns  make  baste 
—day  will  booa  bieak;"  and  the  castle  clock, 
almost  at  the  same  moment^  struck  the  hour 
of  four.  Algernon  Grey  counted  but  three,  for 
the  cannon  mterrupted  the  sound;  but,  hur- 
rying down  the  steps,  they  walked  along  in 
the  direction  of  the  great  terrace  till,  in  the 
front  of  the  rock  which  had  been  hewn  away 
nearly  into  a  wall,  they  came  to  a  niche,  before 
which  was  placed  the  statue  of  a  water-god  in 
the  midst  of  a  marble  basin. 
•  Here,"  said  Agnes,  here  is  the  place. 
Let  me  feel,  where  is  the  lock?''  and  she  ran  her 
hand  over  the  face  of  the  niche.  For  nearly 
a  minute  she  could  not  find  the  key<-hole,  but 
at  length  succeeded;  and  the  stone  door  at 
once  gave  way,  opening  the  mouth  of  a  narrow 
passage. 

TOL.  HI.  T 
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Take  the  htj,  and  loek      she  odd,  jmm^ 

ing  iu  first.  Algernon  Giey  foUovred,  and 
ckMed  the  door* 

YoQ  aie  aafe;  I  trnet  yoa  are  aaCi>  my 
belofed!"  be  ccied»  throwing  his  arms  round 
her* 

Agues  made  no  answer;  but  he  could  itti 
her  iob  violently  opea  hie  boeooi,  «nr  that 
the  extreme  peril  which  had  roiled  all  her 
energies  had  c^tsed.  He  soothed  and  con- 
soled her  to  the  beet  of  bis  power;  mod  tbiiiy 
to  engage  her  mmd  with  other  things^  inquired, 
Wbitber  dMB  due  leaid,  dear  guir 
"Upuito  the  hills/*  she  answered,  ''above 
the  WolTs-welL  It  was  intended  for  an  aqee- 
duet)  I  beKeTe,  to  brin<;  the  wattrsef  the  elrsani 
down  to  the  castle ;  but  it  has  never  been  so 
used.— I«t  na  qb,  Algemon,  the  bitter  pertiog 
is  over/* 

Grently  and  kindly  he  led  her  oo,  feebng  the 

way  before  him  with  his  &healhed  sword,  and 
supporting  the  gentle  being  by  hie  side  witk  his 
left  aim  passed  round  her.  The  way  waeeteefH 
and  in  some  places  rugged ;  and  for  full  half  an 
hour  they  went  slowly  on,  bearing  fima  tiine  to 
time  the  tramp  of  men  above  them,  and  the  con- 
stant roar  of  the  arttlleiy,  ahowing  the  caatla  hadi 


Digitized  by 


398 


not  yet  faUeo*  SomeUmes  the  air  was  close ;  but 
very  frequently  a  spot  of  dim  light  wes  seen  on 

the  lelt  just  above  the  level  of  their  heads  ;  and 
the  cool  air  blew  in  from  without.  At  length  the 
grey  dawn  could  be  disUngnished  streaming  in 
through  the  apertures  made  to  ventilate  the 
eoodrnt;  and  in  a  quavter  of  an  hour  after,  a 
door  presented  itself  before  them — was  easily 
unlocked — and  Agnes  and  her  lo?er  stood  upon 
the  siile  ui  the  mountain  out  of  sight  of  Heidel* 
berg. 

The  fresh  grey  morning  rested  soberly 
upon  Uie  iulls.  The  cannonade  had  ceased. 
No  somids  bnAft  the  stUlnesa  of  the  scene 

around.  The  green  Nockar  Howed  glistening 
on  below.  All  bore  the  aspect  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  ;  and,  pressed  in  each  other's  arms, 
they  thanked  God  for  deh?erance,  allayed  by 
some  sonowj  but  still  merciful  and  sweet 


LETTER  7B0M  A0NB8,  COUNTESS  OF  HIIXINODON, 
TO  AMEUA,  PRINCE88  OF  80LM8. 

Not  knowing  where  to  address  her  Majesty, 
I  enclose  to  you  the  account  vhkh  she  required  of  the 
erenlsiihiehhsrehsidkn  me  anostbs  SSdcf  Augnat 
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Jast ;  kind  1  beg  that  your  Higrhness  will  present  it  to  ber 
Majesty ^  with  my  humble  duty,  as  soon  as  an  ofpocta* 
aity  shall  offisr. 

The  s^gfDatnre  of  this  letter  will  show  ytm  that  I  have 
not  fiuled  to  obey  her  MBje8ty*8  command,  eonveyed  to 
mc  by  Mr.  Carleton,  to  give  m}  hand  to  my  Lord  the 
£arl  of  UiiUngdoii.  sooner  than  I  had  myself  pn^oied. 

I  trust  that  yoor  Highness  will  receive  the  sssoranees 
d  iinaltenble  attedumnt  with  wludi  I  ant 

Your  llighness's  most  faithful  servant, 

Aexm  HiuJHoi>oK. 

Tbk  Hague, 

Poxt  Scriptim, — forgot  to  mention  in  the  encl(>:<'d 
that  the  page  joined  us  three  days  since,  by  the  boat  iroai 
fiottevdaniy  and  the  — f—f  of  the  old  ttrvint  who  was 
taken,  has  been  wgned  upon  ftr  two  faimdred  Fkendi 

crowns. 


TUB  BHD* 


LwAqu  i  Printed     Stbwajit  ind  Uummax,  014  lyiif . 
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